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THE PARK AND ITS VICINITY. 



BY HKNRy B. DAWSON, ESQ. 

The fine print which faces the title of this rolume represents one of the 
most interesting portions of our city, as it appeared about thirty years ago. 
As all New Yorkers will perceive, the picture represents the Park and it.f 
vicinity, from the east end of the City Hall, looking aouth-west, embrac- 
ing not only the site of " The Fields," or, as it was subsequently called, 
" The Common,^' but also the several celebrated localities which cluster 
around it, rendering it, to the student of history, no less than to the lover 
of bis country^ one of the most interesting spots on the Western Continent. 

To the wise forethought, no less than to the exquisite taste and fine pro- 
fessional abilities of our distinguished townsman, Alexander J. Davis 
Esq., is the public indebted for nearly all that remains to remind us of our 
city, as it appeared a quarter of a century ago; furuishiug for the graver 
and the crayon, as in this and other examples in the present volume, ma- 
terial of incalculable value and interest. Future generations will do jus- 
tice to tbe memory of one, who, in the midst of professional engagements, 
cares and anxieties, found opportunity to sketch and perfect views of the 
different points of interest in our city; and who rescued from oblivion much 
ik^, but for his care, would have been entirely lost. 

Tbe purpose of this paper is to imitate, as far as the opportunity of the 
writer will permit, tbe good example of the artist, and to convey to the 
readers of this volume, as briefly as possible, a pen-sketch of the subject »o 
graphically illustrated by the pencil of the latter. 

"The Park" forms a part of the vacant and unpatented lands, which, 
belonging originally to the States General and the West India Company, 
passed to the Duke of York, the grantee from Charles 11, when the colony 
was seized by the English squadron under Col. Richard NicoUs, in 1664. 
On the 22d of April, 1686, in common with " all the waste, vacant, unpatent- 
ed, and unappropriated lands lying and being within the said city of New 
York, and on Manhattan's Island aforesaid," it was ceded by Governor Don- 
gan, to tbe Corporation of the city of New York;* and, in order to remove 
" divers questions, doubts and opinions, ambiguities, controversies and de- 



» Dongan'i charter, 5 3, Kenl'tNot<»,(ed. ISM,) p. 18; HolTnuui'i TreatiB.? upOD the FBUtu and RigliU 
of the Corporation of tbe City of Vefr York hb Proprietors, page 243. 



bates," arising from Governor Dongan's Charter, it was again ceded to the 
Corporation, by Governor Montgomerie, on the lltb of February, 1730.* It 
has remained, without interruption, in possession of the Corporation from 
the date of its first cession to the present time; and, having beenused exclu- 
sively, when used at all, for public purposes, it has ever been, j}eritliaihj, 
the property of the people, in which they have freely met to discuss public 
measures as well as to redress private and party grievances. 

In the early days of the Revolution it was an open " Common," occu- 
pied, only, on its northern side, by a long line of wooden Barracks, inclosed 
within a high board fence; and by the "New Jail," afterwards known as 
" The Provost," and now as " The Hall of Records." It was. therefore, 
peculiarly adapted to the accommodation of the people in their frequent 
demonstrations against the measures of the Ministry, and they freely availed 
themselves of the accommodation it afforded, making ** the Commons" in 
the city of New York, as famous, the world over, as any spot connected 
with the history of our country. 

The Barracks occupying a portion of *' the Common," this part of the 
city was frequently the scene of the outrages committed by the soldiery, 
one of which, as an example of their contempt for the Civil Authorities, is 
thus related in the papers of the day: 

" On Sunday Night last, the City was alarm'd by the Ringing of the 
Bells, and the Cry of Fire, but it prov'd to be a Riot of a Party of Soldiers, 
to rescue a Prisoner for Debt, from the New Goal in this City. — The fol- 
lowing particular Account of which we have inserted at the earnest Re- 
quest of some of the Prisoners. In this Riot a few Persons were wounded 
or hurt, and One Sergeant was killed." 

" On Sunday Night last, about half after Nine, a Gang of riotous Sol- 
diers, arm'd with Guns and Axes, enter'd the Goal of this City. The 
Front Door being open, they were stop'd by that which separates the 
Keeper's Lodgings from the parts design'd for Confinement, where they first 
discovered themselves, by shouting and huzzaing. Major Rogers. They 
demanded of Mr. Mills the Keys of the Goal, and his Refusal grew very 
furious. He struggled a long Time with them, without being heard by 
any Body above Stairs, and in the Darkness and Confusion received a slight 
Cut in the Head, and a violent Bruise in the Shoulder; tho' it does not ap- 
pear that they design'd him any personal Hurt The Noise at last being 
heard, one of the Prisoners went to the Turnkey, and .laying that Soldiers 
came to rescue Major Rogers, he return'd to the Room where he had be- 
fore been sitting with the jMajor and other Prisoners, and related what he 
had heard. The Major ."ppeav'd v^ry uneasy and behaved with great 
Decency. I am afraid, said he. they will ruin me. He was desired to in- 
terpose, to pacify the ."^oldier.s, and prevent Jlisehicf, but some Body having 

• Montgoliierie*a Chnrtcr, Sctinn 31, Kenra Nou-B, i«xge 143. Sec nIsoHoffiiinn's Treatise, pnges 544, 
and xi — xir of tlio Appendix. 



shut the Door that covers the Grate, and the Rioters finding themselves 
deprived of the Light of ths Lamps, they grew more outrageous and fired 
thro' the Grate, the Ball grazed the Major's Eye Brow, and wounded him. 
He withdrew to the Room ho was in before, and said, they will undo mo, 
they will certainly undo mo. The Soldiers soon forced all the Doors, and 
demanded the Major, who with other Gentlemen stood at the Door of the 
Room where they had passed the Evening, — He told them he was the 
Major, and ask'd what they wanted of him. One of them took him by the 
Collar, and said, Come, Sir, you are my Prisoner. The Major replied. 
Indeed I am afraid. Gentlemen, you will ruin me. He was immediately 
carried away. Soon after, a great number of Soldiers, chiefly arm'd with 
Guns, enter'd the Hall in the most riotous Manner, demanding the Major, 
and breaking all the Locks from the Doors from the Cupola down to the 
Dungeons, not excepting those where Criminals for the most atrocious Of- 
fences were confin'd. They told the Debtors, they were come to pay off 
their Debts; that they were their Prisoners, but that they would immedi- 
ately set them at large; They presented their Guns to the Breasts of all 
the Prisoners, to force them to leave the Goal. IJut tho' many of the 
Debtors are confin'd for large sums, Yet to their Honour, one only took 
the Opportunity — and that one confined for not above £S0 Currency. The 
Prisoners from before 10 till about 12 were not only at full Liberty to go 
off, but many of them were driven by Force out of the Goal. Some of 
them return'd immediately and others the Next Morning."* The ** City 
Militia soon came up," and appear to have secured the Jail, and ended the 
matter. The file, from which the above is extracted, being mutilated by 
some modern Goth, and no other being known to the writer, (the N. Y. 
Historical Society's being also incomplete,) the sequel is not fully known; 
but, no further notice appearing of it, it is supposed to have ended without 
any action by the military authorities for the punishment of the offenders. 
One of the earliest demonstrations made against the representatives of 
the Crown, and one which shows the character of the men who took part 
in the transaction, occurred in July, 1764, and is thus related: 

" We hear that on Tuesday last, (July 10, 1764,) four Fishermen who 
.supply the Markets in this City, were pressed from on board their Vessels, 
and carried on board a Tender from Halifax, belonging to one of his Ma- 
jesty's Ships on that Station; And yesterday morning (/»/y lU/i,) when 
the Capt. of the Tender came on Shore, in his Barge, a mob suddenly as- 
sembled and seized the Boat, but offered no Injury to the Capt., who it is 
said, publiokly declared he gave no such orders, offer'd to release the Fish- 
ermen, and going into the Coffee House wrote and delivered an Order for 
that purpose. Mean while the mob, with great shouting, drag'd the Boat 
thro' the Streets to the middle of the Green in the Fields, where they 
burn'd and destroy'd her, and dispersed as suddenly .as they met, without 



» HolfB T^. Y. Gazette Rnd Post Doy, 1098, Jnn. 19, 1T&4. 
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doing any other mischief; some of the Company went on Board the Tender 
with the Captain's Order, & brought the Fishermen on Shore. The 
Magistrates as soon as they had Notice sent to disperse the Mob, and secure 
the Boat, but the Business was fipish'd before they could interpose* The 
Court met in the afternoon, but were not able to discover any of the Per- 
sons concerned in the Mischief,"* proving, indisputably, that the people 
generally either participated in the afiair themselves, or sympathised with 
those who did so and would not give testimony against them. 

In the fall of 1765, as the dreaded "first of November" approached, and 
*'stampt paper," furnished by the ministry of Great Britain, was ordered 
to be used for every legal iDstrument, at least, — even to the licenses given 
to marry, ^the people of our city met here to consult on matters of grave 
importance, or to set examples of patriotic daring which their brethren in 
the sister colonies were not, at all times, prepared to imitate. 

The young 2>€opl€i rather than pay the tai, which the use of ** stamp*t" 
licenses would impose, had resolved to be "published^" or even to break 
their engagements;! the merchants were countermanding their orders for 
English goods, closing their agencies,:}: and even instructing their super- 
eargos to supply no port with provisions where the obnoxious paper was 
used;§ and a reward of £>oQ0 had been offered " for finding out any Villain 



■ HoU-bN. Y. Gazette or ^Veekly Poet Boy, 1I«, July 12, 1 T«. See alw Diinlnp'a HiBtory of New 
Vorlr, Tol. 1, pag«i 442, 44S. 

t New York, December 3, 1765, Ab do Licenses for Marriage conid be obteined Gince the first of No- 
vember, for Want of Stamped Paper, we can ssBure the Publick several genteel Couple were published in 
the different Cliurcbea of this City laat Week; and we hear that the yoang Ladivs of this Place are deter- 
mined to join Handi with none hut «uch as will lo the utmoet endeavour to abolish the Custom of mar- 
rying with Liceoae, which oinouDts to mauy Huodreds per AnQum that might nt welt be saved. Edes 
and Gill's Boston Gazette, Bee. 9, 1165. See also Holt's N. Y. Gazette and Post Boy, 1196 Dec. 6 Ilfia. 

J. Newport, November ■!. By a vessel from New York, which nmved her* Yesterday, and which left 
that Place lastFrlday Night, we are informed that the Merohanlo of that City, concerned in the Impor- 
tation of English Goods, met at Mr. Buma's last Thursday, when Seventy of the Frincipa] ones (wfao«e 
Patriotism will justly immortalize their Memories) came to the following laudable Resolotions vizt 

I. To IMPOKT ^o COOPS FROM E.ngLanD t'sxrL THs Stamp Act bk repealed. 

II, To COU.VTEBMAKD ALL OltDERS ALEEADV SENT FOB SPRING COODs. 
1I[. To ItLL NO GOODS PEGU EnGLIND ON COMMISSION. 

IV. TOBCYHOHS FROM BTRANGEKS THAT UAY BR HBNT OUT. 

[Boston Post Boy and Adrertisflr, Nov. II, 1765. 

See also Edes& Gill's " BoiUtu Gazette and Country Journal, Nov. 11, I'tiS; Leake's " Life aiid Timei 
of Geo. l>mb," pp. 14, 15; Dunlap's Hist. New York, vol. 1, pnge 419, Bancroft's Hist. V. States, vol. 5, 
pp. 351-2. 

§ Extract of a letter from Providence, Jan. 29, 1766. " Capt. Eseck Hopkins is arrived from Antigua, 
but last from Turk's Islaad in 23 days, who informs that the Stamp Officer at Antigua, Mr. WRrner de- 
clined that Office; whereupon the Govemor appointed the Secretaty to distribute (he Stampt Papers- 
That after hia Arrival at Turk's Island, viz: on the 3d of January, a Vessel arrived there from Antigua, 
which left that place the 25th or 36lb of December, the Master of which informed Captain Hopkins thst 
two Vessels had arrived at Antigua from New York, with Provisions, ic,; whose Orders were not to seli 
«l any Island where the Stampt Papers were used; which, when communicated to the Merchants and 
otherlnhabitanUof the Island, they immediately wailed on the Secretarj-, and demanded n surrender of 
the Stampt Fapeia, which were accordingly hove aside, and Vessels were actually cleared out without 
Stamps when he came away, A noble Example this of the O^i-ners of those veaaeU, and which we hoiie 
will be followed, and all Vessel abound to the West Indies have the like Orders," £dei A Gill's "Boston 
Gaxette," Monday, Feb. 3, 1T66. See aleo Holt's V.Y. Gntette and Weekly Post Boy, 1505, Feb. 6, 1766. 
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who shall presume to make use of St d P r/' (Stamped Paper,*) 

yet Id none of the Colonies had any decided action been taken to prevent, 
by force, the execution of the law. It is true, indeed, that the indignation 
of the population had found vent in their denunciation of the Stamp Mas- 
ters in several of the Colonies and by burning their effigies, but no attempt 
had been made, any where, to measure their strength with th» government 
by forcibly resisting the execution of the act. 

To the MerchajUs, the Tradesmen, and the Mechanics of our city,^ and 
to its " Commmi" belong the honor of the initiative of this glorious work; 
and the uniform success which attended the movements of the actors bear 
testimony to the character of the men, and to the determination with which 
they fulfilled their purposes. 

'Jhe stamps intended for the use of this Colony arrived here on the 23d 
of October, 1765, consigned to Mr. McEvers, the person appointed to act 
as '* Stamp Master," but knoAving the men who headed the popular move- 
ment, and fearing their displeasure, he declined to act; and, refusing to re- 
ceive them, they were deposited in the Fort for safety.ij: 

In the mean time Lieut. Gov. Colden had shown a determination to en- 
force the law; and, for that purpose, he ordered repairs to be made on the 
defences at the Fort, and new works to be erected. On the other hand the 
popular leaders were equally active, and on Thursday, the 31st day of Oc- 
tober, (the day before the Act was to take effect,) a meeting of the mer- 
chants was held at Burns's Coffee House, (now Atlantic Garden, in Broad- 
way,) when they organized a Non-importation Association, and appointed a 
committee to correspond with other towns and cities. This committee was 
composed of the most active members of **The Sons of Liberty," — Gen. 
John Lamb, Isaac Sears, Gershom Mott, William AViley, and Thomas 
Robinson, — who, having received this popular and influential indorsement, 
lost DO time in "counting the cost" of au active and determined opposition.^ 



• "Tbe New Loodon Gaielte, Nov. 8, ntio;" "Tlie Boiton Poit Boy and AJvprti«?r," Nov, 11, 1765. 

t "To the Printer. Th« patriotic Conduct of the Gentlemen in Tnde at New York, from the begin- 
Ding: or our Troubles, more tipcQi»lly io th« late AgreemeDt to CouDt«nnaDd aay Orderi for Spring 
Goods from Britain, and not to forward others, hut conditioned, that the Stamp Act is repealed, cannot 
be too much admired. May the Mercbant« and Traders of the MassachuBetts Ba; proceed in the ProsMu- 
tion of BO judicioiiB a plan and thus evince to the World that they are as disinterested and wise as their 
Neighbors. — A begiiming being made, th« Spirit will ketch Irom Town to Townaod Froviocti to Frovioce, 
than which nothing can more contribute toa speedy Redress of our Grievances." (Commnnicatlon in 
EdsB lb Gill's Boston Gazette, Nov. 25, Kes.) Sse also Leake's Life of Lamb, page 18. Gnhani'a U. S., 
(LoDd. Ed.)voK4,p. 234. 

X Lsake'a Life and Times of Geu. lAmb, pag« \% Dunlap's History- cf New York, vol. 1, page 416. 

§ The resolntions adopted at this meeting, embracing the articles of association, on which moch that 
subseijDdDtly transpired ia " the Common " and elsewhere, ii based, are thns stated : 

" CITY OF NEW YORK, October 31, 1765. At a general MeetiDg of the Merchant* of Uia City of 
Vew York, trading to Great Bntain, at the House of Mr. George Bums, of the said City, Inn-holder, to 
eoDBider what was Decessary to be dose in the preseat Sitaaiioa of afiiiin, with Respect to the Siiur 
Act, aud the melancholy State of the N, American Commerce, so greatly restricted by the Impoaitlons 
and DotiM established by the lat« Acta of Trade, Th»y came lo the foUowiog RmoIuIiou, vix ; 
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On the following evening, (Friday, November 1, 1765,) under the direc- 
tion of this committee and their associates, n popular meeting was held on 
"Me Coimnansy^^ to take cognizance of the preparations which Lieut. Gov. 
Coldeu was making to compel the people to submit to the requirements of 
the Act, and to convince him of their sincerity of purpose in the threatened 
resistance. The papers of the day, with their usual brevity, tbu:> relate 
the result of the meeting.* 

''New, Vorky November 4. The lau- extraordinary and unprecedented 
PreparaCions in Fort George, and the securing of the ."^tamp't Paper in 
that Garrison, having greatly alarmed and displeas'd the Inhabitants ol 
this City, a vast Number of them assembled hist Friday Evening in the 
Commons, from whence they marched down the Fly, (pieceded by a num- 
ber of Lights,) and having stopM a few Jlinutes at the Cofiee House, pro- 
ceeded to the Fort Walls, where they broke opeu the stable of the L 1 

G r,t took out his Coach, and after carrying the s^amo through the 

Principal Streets of the City, in Triumph march'd to the Commons, where 
a Gallows was erected; on one end of which was suspended the Effigy of the 
Person whose property the Coach was; in his right Hand he held a stamp'd 
bill of Lading, and on his Breast was affix'd a Paper with the following 
Inscription: The Rebel Drummer in the Year 1745. At his Back was 
fixed a Drum, the Badge of his ProfcHsion; at the other End of the Gallows 
hung the Figure of the Devil, a proper Companion for the other, as 'tis 
suppos'd it was intirely at his Instigation ho acted; After they had hung 



Fi GST, that iDollOrdGreUicyocDdoutto Great Britaio, fur Uoodsor MerchiuidiGe,of hdv Nuture, Kiud 
or Quality whatsoever, usually iaiported from Great BritaiD, they will direct their CmreBpondenlBnot to 
ohiptbem, unWes tbe Stami' Act be repeuled. It is DeverlheleEa agreed, tbatall sucb Merchunt^ as ore 
OwoeiB of, aud have Vessels already gone, and dow cleared out for Great Britain, sballbe at Liberty to 
bring back ID t^em on tbeir own Accounts, Crates and Ca<>ks of EArtb«n wure, Grindstonep, pipes, an<l 
£uch other bulky Articles us Ovvoers usually &11 up their Vessels with. 

Skco:<dly. — It is further unauimously agreed, that all Orders already sent Home, ahRll be coimlei 
irwDded by tbe very first Conveyance; and the Goods and Mercbaodise Ibereby ordered not sent, uii 
leas upoD the Conditioa mtiDtioBed Id the f<)regoing Resolution. 

Thirdlv.— It ia fiiither unauimouaty agreed, that no Merchant will vend ooy Gooda or Mercbuudise 
ent upon CommisEion from Great Britain that Bhall be shipped from thence a(t«r the first Day of Janu- 
ary next, UDleaa iipou tbe Condition in the fimt BesohiUon, 

Fourthly. — It ia further unanimously agreed, that the foregoing Resolutions shall be binding until the 
MBUie are abrogated at a general Meeting hereaflttr to be held for that Purpose. 

Id Witness whereof we have hereunto respectively ioscribed our namee. 

Id Consequence of the foregoing ReaoIntiODP, the Retailers of Goods of tbe City of New Yurk, sub 
scribed ft Paper in the words following, viz; 

" We the underwritten. Retailers ol Goods, do hereby promise and oblige oureelves out to buy any 
Goods, Wares, or Merohandiso, of any Person or tersonir whatsoever, that bhall be shipped front Great 
Britain, after the first Day of January next, unless the Stamp Act shall be repealed. As Witoesu our 
Hands. October 31, 1765."— Holt's y. Y. Gazette and Post-Boy, 1I9J, November 7, 1765, wherein it is 
also stated that the first seriea was then " subarribed by upwards of two hundred priocipal mercbaots." 
See also references cited in r^ote }, pnge 43(i. 

* EdesA Gill's BusLou Gazette, Nov. 11, 1"65. The Bostou Post Boy and Advertiser, Nov. 11, 1165. 

t Litjut. Gov. Colden. 



11 

there a couiUlemble Time, they carried ^ be Effigies, with Gallows intire, 
being preceded by the Coach in a Grand Procesaiou to the Gate of the 
Fort, where it remained for some time, from whence it was remov'd to the 
Bowling Green, under the Muzzier; of the Fort Guns, where a Bon-Fire was 
immediately made, and the Dmuimer, Dovil, Coach, &c., were Consumed 
amidst the AcclamationEi of sumc Thousand H^pectators, and we make uo 
Doubt, the L 1 G r, and hi.s Friend;;, had the Mortification of view- 
ing the whole Proceeding from the Itamparts of the Fort: But the Eusi- 
uods of the Xight not being yet concluded, the whole Body proceeded with 
the greatest Decency and Good Order to Vaux Hall, the House of M— r. 

J ^,* who, it was reported, wii:> a Friend to the Stamp Act, and had been 

over offieiou?; in hii duty, from whenee they took every individual Artical, 
to a very considerable Amountj and having made another Bon-Fire, the 
whole wa.s consumed in the Flames; to the great ^satisfaction of every Per- 
son present; after which they dispers'd, and every man went to hh respec* 
tivc Habitation. The whole AH'air was conducted with such Decorum, 
that not the least Accident happened." 

Dunlap says, the assemblage was formed into two companies, one of 
which, bearing an effigy of Colden seated in a chair, made the visit to the 
Governor's coach-house, described above; while the other completed the 
arrangements on " the Common," during the absence of the first. After 
the return of the latter, with the coach, in which they had seated the 
effigy; the united forces, receiving orders " to throw no stones, to break 
no windows, and to injure no person," marched to the Fort, as above de- 
scribed, knocked at the gate , and demanded admittance, which, being re- 
fused, they retired to the Bowling Green, still under the muzzles of the 
guns, tore down the wooden fence, with which it was inclosed, and made 
the fire in which " the drummer, devil, voarh, v5*r., were ro7isumed."f 

j^ut his Majesty's representative was soon called to a still greater degree 
of humiliation by a popular meeting ^' on the Commons,"' i\°, the paper^ 
last quoted^ say, " the next evening, another very considerable body as- 
sembled at the mme place, having been informed that the L 1 G r 

had qualified himself for the Distribution of the Stamp'd Paper: were de- 
termined to march to the Fort, in order to insist upon his delivering into 
their Hands, or to declare that he would not undertake to distribute the 
same: but before this Resolution could be executed, the minds of the 



■* M;\jor James. 

t "History of New York," vul. ], \.n-e 41;i. -St>e iibo BiUKTuft'ti Hiak-rvuf UiiiteJ tiUiLfls, >oI. 5, py. 
o53, 35C. Holt's N". Y. litttetle and rost-Boy, 1!92, November 7, 17^5, (wherein it is ataled "the 
Colours of thft Rnyal Regiment were taken nnd ORrTind off trtumphaDtly."' It ia nlao luaintained therein 
that the attack ou Major James' house was not done with the sanction or co-operation of those under 
whoae management the afliiir io the Common and on ibe BowUn*- Green wna cuoducted, but contrnry 
to their wishes.) Graham's U. S.,<Lond. cd.) vol. 4, j. 2-23-4; Bomfiay's Amer. Rev., Tol.l, p. 65-6- 
X See referenced under Note* pnge 438. See flieo BnncTOft'B History L'niled States, vol. 5, pp. 356-1- 
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People wore eas'il by the L 1 G r's tending the following Declara 

tion frf'in the Kort, viz : 

" The IJeut. Governor declares he will do nothing in Relation to the 
Siuiiips, bat leave it S^ir Henry Moore, to do as he pleases on his Arrival. 
CoimcU-Chamber, November, 2, 1765. 

By Order of his Honor. 

Gw. Banyae, D. CI. Con." 
The e.ttent to which " the minds of the People were eas'd " by the pub- 
lication of this note is thus described in another column of the same 
papers : 

" But this was not sufficient S'ntisfaction, they were determined to have 
the S-tamped Papers out of the Fort, and appointed Tuesday Evening for 
that Puqiose, posting up, on !:ruiiday and Monday, Advertisements in 
different Parts of the City, invitinj; all Friends of Liberty to join them, as 
they were determined to storm the Fort. They accordingly mustered at 
the time, armed; upon which the Mayor and Aldermen went to the Lieut. 
Governor, and informed him of the People's Intention, and that it was im- 
possible to appease them; for they were determined to storm the Fort. 
The Governor then inform'd the Mayor and Aldermen, that if they would 
attend at the Fort Gate the Paper should be delivered them; they accord- 
ingly, soon after, accompanied with a Prodigious Concourse of People of 
all Ranks, attended at the Gate of the Fort, when the Governor ordered 
the Paper to be given up to them; and upon the Reception of it, gave 
three Cheers, carried it to the City Hall and dispersed. After which Tran- 
quility was restored to the City."' 

It appears, however, that considerable negotiation was carried on be- 
tween the Governor and the people, the former desiring to transfer the 
packages of stamps to the custody of Captain Kennedy of the "Coventry,^' 
all of which resulted in nothing. It is also said, that while the people 
were thus measuring their strength with that of Governor Colden and 
Gen. Gage, the cannon in the king's yard, and those on Copsey Battery, 
were all spiked, as were also many which belonged to the merchants, in 
order to prevent any use being made of them by the people in their threat- 
ened attack on the fort.f This destruction of the guns afterwards became 
the subject of much excitement by a demand which was made on the As- 
sembly, November 29th, to deduct from Governor Colden's salary a sum 
sufficient to repair the damages and for " unspiking the gims;"^ terminat- 



* See alBo Holfe N. Y. GawUe and Poet-Boy, 1192, November 7, 1165. Gmbam'a U. S. (Load, Ed.) 
vol.4, p. 234-, Ramsay'H Adi. Rev. vol. 1, p. 66. 

+ LeaJce'B Life of Lamb, page 22- Duolap'g Hietory of New York, vol. 1, page 420. Holl'e N. Y. 
tiuette lad Foet-Boy, 1122, November 7, 1765. 

t " Die Veneiie, 9ho., A. M., Ihe 291h November, 1765. 

Mr. LoTT, Clerk to thia Hooae, presepted OD the 26th lutuit, a sealed Letter to the Hosae, dir«el«d 
in the Woi4b foUowisg, viz ; 
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iiij; with a meeting in the Commons, on the 6th uf March, 1766, which is 
thus described :* 

" New Yorlt, March 10. Upon a supposition that the cannon upon tiie 
battery in this city were spiked by Lieut. Gov. Golden, his eflBgy was ex- 
hibited last Thursday, sitting upon a piece of ordnance, with a drill, con- 
structed in such a manner as to be continually working. On his breast 
was a paper with the following words on it ; 

Vm deceiv'd by the devil, and left in the lurch; 
And forc'd to do penance, tho' not in a church. 



" To the General Aaeembly uf the Provioce nf New York ; " 
Which letter waa delivered to him, the said LoU, by his Clerk, who received it Iruiu a Ferevu un- 
kuowu, dud Mas LDclosed ia oaotLor Letter, directed "To Mr. Lutt, Merch't, iu Now York-," aud tbt^ 
burae buing read wan in the Words fallowing : 

^' oa recivaiog you are to read the in Closed in thu opiio osiembly of this Provioce, New yoik, as you 
Rr« Clark, and wbare of fa'tl not on your perrel. 

Kreedoui." 
And then the Letter addreaeed to the General Aatieuibly l>ciug u^iened and nlso read, wo^ ta the 
Words following; 

"Gentlemen of the housfl of RepresentHlives you are to Conaider wbat i:i to be Done lirat DrawiDg of 
^ nauch moaey from the Lieut. Governour'a Sallery tie w-i]| Hepare the fort & od Spike the Gudb on 
the Dattery & the nex a Repeal of the Gunnmg Act A theo Thnre will be a good Militia but not 
before & aUo as you are a setting you may Consider of the Building Act as it is to take place nnx ye&re 
w ich it Cannot for thare in no Supply of Some Sort of the meterials Require'd this Law Li not ground on 
Ruaaoiu but thare is a Grate many Reasons to th« Contrary bo Gentlemen wd Dealre you will Do what 
Lays in yonr Power for the Good of the public but if you take this ill be not eo Conceited as to Say or 
think that other People koow noting about Govarnmeat you have mode these Laws and say they are 
Right butthay are Roog and take away Leherty, Oppreseons of your make Gentlemeo make us Sons 
of Liberty think you are not for the Public Liberty, this is the General Opinion of the People for this 
p.irt of Your Conduct, 

1165 by order, Sigiid, oue & all, 

Nov. SS. Freedom." 

The House then proceeded to the Consideration of ihe naid Letters, and having fully weighed and 
•examined the same : 

Reaolved, Nemine Con trad icente, 

That the said letters arc libellous, Gcand(ilout>, and seditioue, eoniaiuing mooy iodecent and insolent 
txpreBsioue, highly reflecting on the honor, justice, and authority of, and un high insult and indignity to 
this House ; and are deeigued aod calculated to inflame the minds of the good people of tbis Colony 
against their Representatives in General Assembly. 
Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That the Author or Authors of said Letten, is, or are, guilty of u higb misdemeanor, and a motl daring 
inault on the honor, justice, and authority of Ihls House, and therefore 
Resolved, Xemine Contradicente, 

That an humble address be presented to hi:> Excelleocy the Governor requestiog he will be pleased lo 
i»3ue & Proclamation, ofiFering a reward of Fifty Pounds to any person or perBons, who shall discover the 
author or authors of the above recit«d letters, or either of them, so that they may be convicted and 
brought to condign punishment. 
Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, 

That the House will provide ways and lueatisfur paying the sum of Fifty Pounds, in case the author or 
authors of the said letters should be discovered and convicted as aforeeaid." 

[Journals of the Assembly (Ed. 1"66) Vol. 3, page 781.) See, also, Holt's Gazette and Post-Boy, U91. 
December 11, 1765. 
The effect of all this bluster, on the people, will be seen from what foUows. 

* Holt'B N. Y. Gazette and Poat-Boy, 1210, March 13, 1766. See, also, New London G&£«t(«, March 
11, 1766. 

1* 
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After it bud aijpearcd in ilie principal streets of the city, at tended by 
many thousand spectators, (:iltho" it rained great part of the time,) it was 
carried to the Coiiimmis where a fire was immediately made, and the whole 
cunsuiucd by five o'clock in the afternoon, midst the acclamations of the 
multitude, who dispersed directly after. N. B. — The publick arc desired 
to take notice, that the cannon still remain spiked; and it is expected that 
no further hint will be necessary." 

The Committee appointed at the meeting of merchants, on 31st October, 
immediately proceeded to discharge the duties which had been assigned to 
them, and issued circulars inviting: merchants in the other colonies to form 
non-importation associations similar to that formed here ;* established a 
market fur the sale of articles of home manufacture :t and framed, and 
sent to the other colonies for concurrence, articles of union to resist the 
Act.:t 

Early in November, the ship ^Minerva arrived with a second shipment 
ufstauips; and the Governor, Sir Henry Moore, also came in her. The 
stamps were deposited in the City Hall, with those which had been re- 
ceived in October, the Governor ■'declaring he had nothing to do with 
them."' He also ordered that the works at the forts and Battery, which 
had been commenced by Lieut. c;ov. Colden, and which had been one ol 
the causes of his unpopularity, should be discontinued, and the people 
were not slow in showing their appreciation of his forbearance, as the fol- 
lowing extract from one of the papers of the day§ shows: 

" The Benignity which appears in the whole Behaviour of our new 
I iovernour, endears him to the People of this Colony; His ordering the 
hostile Preparations at the Fort to be entirely stopt, and, above all, his de- 
claring he had nothing to do with the Stamps, had rid the People of those 
Fears which Proceedings anterior to his Arrival, had justly suggested to 
Ihcm. The .-^^ons of Liberty, on Friday last, (Nov. 15, 1765), gave him the 
most Ci-pressive Marks of their Joy, by their meeting in great numbers, in 
.he Fields, where they erected Pyramid and Inscriptions to his Honour, 
and one of the grandest Bonfires ever exhibited in this City. They had pre- 
viously sent him a congratulatory Address on his Arrival, which being dic- 
tated by the most sincere Gratitude, was not the less pathetic for 
betng destitute of the Pageantry which often attends those of more regular 
Bodies His Excellency received it with the greatest Politeness, and made 
a complaisant Answer." 

It was not until the middle of December, 1765, that a stamped instru- 
ment was seen in our city, and its introduction was followed by* demon- 

* See Note §j page 4a7. 

t HolfaN. Y. yawtte apd Post-Bow 

X Leake's Life of Lamb, pnges 18 19. 

§ Holfs N. Y. GMelte .od Po8l-E.y, usJ, Nov.mbei -jl, liCj. 



= Uatioii 1,1 tin Cii„i„ioH. The circuuisiuiitf.- iitluiiJiiig buth tbc iatroduc- 
Hun ofthe iiistiuiiiciU ;iiid tliu muethi- aa- thus ilwcribeil :""■ 

" ^luci; uur la.-t, CiiiiUiin Blow arrivL'd huru iu 20 Ja^-s, Irum Quebtek, 
by ivboiLi wo liaxL' tbu vlt.v ili,<iigi'et"ibIo Intelligence of the Stamp Act 
baving taken Maco in that Piuvniee ; lie has bvougUt a stamii'il Let-pass 
with him from Governor .Miii'iav; whieli was soon alter bis Arrival stuck 
up at the Cofloc House, where Xunibers with dejected Countenances went to 
see it: It bears the same Stamp as an English Bill of Lading, with the word 
AMERICA at the Top, and at the Bottom \' ^1IILLTNG.<: the Words of 
the Pass in Jlauiiseript. 

On Tuesday IJvcning, a great Muliitade of Peo|ile appeared and passed 
through most ofthe .Streets in this City, attending and carrying a Gallows, 
ou which hung the Lfligies uf tlnee Men, said to be intended to represent 

-Mr. G. G lot Lord C v lie, ^ and Gen. M— rr— y; § the 

I-'irst for being one of the principal Authors ofthe t^tamp Act, the Second for 
having endeavored to enforce it by ordering our ^'essels to be stopped, and 
the Third for having executed the first stamp'd Instrument that has ap- 
pear'd in this place, and for havijig uttered (as ivas reported) many appro- 
brioiis Speeches against the Inhabitants for opposing the Act. 

The Middle figure (Mr. G He) was dressed in Scarlet Robes, with a 

Boot at his .'Shoulder, out of which appeared the Devil presenting the Stamp 
Aet. 

The two other Figures were dressed in laced Clothes and Hats; Labels 
were affixed to all of them, to signify their (;baracter and Ofi'enccs. They 
iverc at last carried into the Fields, where a Fire was kindled, and they with 
the Gallows were all consumed together. 

It was observed upou this Occasion, that there appeared two Parties, who 
iipposed each other, though each of them were professed Enemies to the 
• Stamp; but it was fear'd that such a Division, at a Time when the Stamp 
Act really operates so far towards our Destruction, as to Stop all Business, 
would be the most likely [Means to complete the Matter, and bring it to 
have its full Effect." 

The last clause of this extract shows that in the tat-iicr days of tho 
ilevoUition, there were some, who, while they professed to be friends of 
freedom and appeared in public with those ^vho contended fur the 
rights of the people, still hesitated and counselled '* moderation." 
Although tho names of these men arc not given, subsequent proceedings 
in our city lead to the conclusion that among them were some, who, after- 
wards, when the battle bad been fought, and the victory won, stepped for- 



* Holt's y.V. eJazetle find Post-li..,v, lll.f., December la, ITtiJ. 

^ eJeo. Granville. 

t Lord Colvilie. 

§ Gen. ^lurray, the GoTeroor olCiiUftila, who uigDeil lire pa^s exLibiletl by Cupuan Bluw. 
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TYHrd, and gathercct to themselves and their posterity the honors nhich 
belonged to their neighbors 

The Common having furnished a rallying place for the people in the 
earlier stages of the conte-t, other portions of the city and its vicinity, in 
turn, became the scenes of their daring, in the short but uDcompromising 
opposition to the stamp act, which was carried on by the citizens of New 
York. At length the repeal of the obnoxious statute, in March, 1766, ap- 
peared to restore quiet and good will, notwithstanding the Declaratory Act, 
known as the Mutiny Act, which accompanied it; and on the 21st of May, 
(the day after the news of the repeal was received,) *' a great number of 
the people asseeablcd in the Fields, where, at one o'clock, a royal salute of 
Twenty-one cannon were fired; a numerous body dined together at Mr. 
Howard's,* and at every loyal toast seven cannon were fired. At night there 
were two great bonfires in the Fields, and the whole city was more generally 
and beautifully illuminated than ever was known before upon any other 
occasion. The whole was conducted and ended with the highest appearance 
of joy and good order."! 

But the expressions of joy did not end here, and, o:i the King's birth- 
day, (June 4, 1766,) those who opposed the act assembled on the Com- 
mon to celebrate its repeal. The flag-staff, which had been erected for the 
occasion, nearly opposite Francis' Book-store, bore a flag inscribed to " The 
King, Pitt and Liberty:" " an ox was roasted, twenty-five barrels of 
strong beer were procured, together with a hogshead of rum, and a suf- 
ficient quantity of ingredients to make it into punch. A pole was erected, 
to the top of which was suspended twenty-five tar-barrels. At another 
part of the Common, twenty pieces of cannon were ranged; and amid the 
thunders of artillery, and to the music of the band playing God save the 
K'ing, the standard of England was displayed, greeted by the shouts and 
huzzas of the populace. "4: 

The joy of the people, and the quiet of the city were, however, but short 
lived. Sir Henry Moore, taking advantage of the calm which the repeal 
of the stamp act had produced, communicated to the Assembly the pro- 
visions of the Mutiny Act, and demanded provision for a reinforcement of 
troops then on their way from Europe. To this demand the Assembly 
liresented a determined and successful opposition; and this, added to the 
triumphant tone which pervaded all classes of the people, seemed to call 
forth all the animosity, among the friends of the government, which the 
comparative quiet of the city, consequent on the repeal of the stamp act, 
had prevented them from displaying; and, on the 10th of August, a party 
of soldiers belonging to the 2Sth Regiment, then quartered in the Bar- 

■• Al lUi lime lie place of meeting ol ihe Sou of Liberty. 11 ikrod near where the Irring Hoiue now 
■lAnde. 

t HoU'fi Gazelle and Post-Boy, 1220, May 32, n66. 

t Leake ■i"Lifo of Lamb," page 23. See alw DwJap'i '"Hiatorjof New York," vol. 1, page 43g. 
Bancroft'a "United Statea," vol. 6, pp. 14, 15. 



racks, (standing on the line of Chamberi street, where the *' New City 
Hall "lately stood,) cut down the pole which had been erected on the 
Common in the preceding Juno.* The feelings of the people, so plainly 
manifested when they raised this memento of their struggle and their 
victory, were so distastefulto these foreign "protectors;" and the spirit 
which prompted its erection, as it were, under their very noses, was so 
autagonistic to their sense of "honor," that even the names of "The 
King, Pitt, and Liberty," to whose honor it was nominally raised, could 
not protect it from destruction; and it ever continued, through all its re- 
newals, one of the greatest eye-sores to the government, and the greatest 
object of veneration to the people of this city. 

On the afternoon of the next day, (Monday, August 11,) a meeting was 
held on the Common to raise another pole in the place of that which had 
been destroyed on the night before, when the assembly was attacked by 
an armed party from the Barracks, and dispersed, several of the people 
being seriously wounded. t A strong body of citizens assembled a few days 
afterward, however, and a fine pole was raiscd4 a second time, to proclaim 
the cxifitence of the people triumphant, and to furnish a rallying place 
for the Sons of Liberty, whenever their services or counsels were neces- 
sary. 

On the evening of the 23d of September, this pole was cut down by 
some unknown persons; and, within two days, a third one was raised in its 
place. § 

A continual series of outrages, which were committed by the soldiers 
daring the autumn and winter, prepared the people for the crisis which was 
fast approaching; and, probably, prompted them to celebrate, with unusual 
spirit, the first anniversary of the repeal of the Stamp Act, March 18, 
1767. Before the next morning the pole was again prostrated, and on the 
19th a fourth one was raised in its place. This was secured with braces and 
iron bands, so that an attempt to destroy it, which was made on the same 
night, was unsuccessful On the following night (20th), an attempt was 
made to blow it up with gunpowder, but this was also unsuccessful. The 
people then set a watch to guard it, and, on the night of the 21st, when 
the attempt was renewed, the soldiers were resisted and repulsed. On the 
22d and 23d, they again attacked it, but the rising indignation of the peo- 
ple, which was apparent to all observers, warned the governor of the dan- 



* HoU'b N. Y. Gazette and Po8t-Boy, 1232, Augustl-4, 1'Se. 

t Holt'iN. Y-GaietlflandPost-Boy, 1233, AufnstSl, nee 

t Lealte'B " Life of iJimb," pngc 33, Dunlap'a History N. Y., vol. 1. p, 434. 

§ " New York, Seplemlwr 25, 1'66. The MrbI or Flag Staff ou tlie Common, >^Lich waa Intely cut 
down, and ocoaaiooM a good deal of PisturbaDce in the City, wrs pu Tuesday Night cut down agaio, nod 
Yeiterday another -waa, by the iDhahitaota, erected in ita Place." HoU'b 'S. Y. Gazette and Po»t- 
Boy, 1259, Sept. 25, 1166. See also Draper'e Maasachiiaettfl Gazette, October 2, 1766 and The Boatoa 
Evening Poit, Oct. 6, 1166, 
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yer, iiiiJ, on tliL- luttor iiii^'ht, they wore- interrupted by :ui officer, and 
ordered tu thoir fiULirters. Xo furtbL-r utLemiit to injure the polo was madi.- 
until January ]770.*' 

On the Kiiig':i birthday, (June I, 1107,) the *' Union" wui raided on the 
Liberty Pulo, and, whon the royal r^alute wa^ fired from the furt, it wjn 
anj^wered gun fur gun, from tlie foot of the pule on the Common. f 

In the latter part of the year 1769, the Assembly, through the instru- 
uiontality of the De Lanety family, ajipeared to have been won by tbo 
favor:; of the Governor, and it no longer resisted his efforts to enforce the 
Mutiny Act, before alluded to. This direct betrayal of their interests 
aroused the slumbering energies of the people, and, on the 17th Deeember, 
pursuant to a public calL:}: signed by "-'A Son of lAhcrty^'^'' a very large 
number of the citizens met on the Cummoua; and, by nearly au unanimous 
vote, Ji:-approved of the action of the A?^cmbly, appointing a oommittee, 
with Gen. Lamb at its head, to convey to the representatives of the city 
tlie sense of the meeting. § 

The handbill calling thi:< meeting, together with one which subsequent!) 



■* Lrakc's Life nf Lnml., |.:ii:'- oT. T)iiLjlnii"bIii!,l..ry (,l'Nr« Yurk, vul- 1, pa^re -Hj-l. l*n.\ iiltuvL- Giizi-lic 
HtiJ Cuuiitry Jdun.iil, Ajiril 4, 1717. |S-;e niso, fwllowiii;:, d:iled " New York, aim-L-li -.'H/' in ibe Bwsiun 
Evening PusI, pfAiirJl C. ]:G:.—"J-i.3t iliursdiiy iiiuniiij-, tlif I'oii: i-reL-lcd fts 3.ik:rc.l !■) Liberty, Oil lliy 
fily imnidi.', Iiy ft gTc.il mimber uf lUc iiriiioiiml JiiliiiljilaDU ol' Uiia ciiy, and cuUpiI ihe Li'-erly Poll-, 
wa* fnuiid ciil doivii hy souit' e( il niiiultil |ii.-r>oa niikiiO""ii, ivliL-ronpoiinnolbLr Masimiin-dijiiely erected iti 
in slenJ, aud ciiSL-d b<?io»v « iili iron, to iirevi-nl sinli niioilitr nciitjn; vn ivUk-l) sevcml QUeinpta := said to 
hHVi; bt-eii nimi>- siin-e ; bui uniiiond;iy im tniiig lubi, n tiunilK-r of iln' soldirrs aniied, ivcrc si.-eii rOnud it, 
■ lij said wilh .i IjidJer, to fell h dbovi; tlie iron \\ ork ; Wbuii nismy of the i<-\ii of Liberty tuok llie ;i anii ; 
luiii it is more lliiiri prokibk- irsritiii: tii'tlie iiiiliiMry uiliuers binl i:ut u|ipL'arc'l, :lihI eomiiiuiided oft' Ibc 
poldiorji. ibtrt- MOiild liiive Veen bitioily n-jrk.—Tbii I'l'le liiia l^een ciil down sev,;nil liinca before, by 
persoub wbu could iitver be diecuvL-red, wlio could not Ijiive die luasl iL-uipiatiuu lo iin.h a iiuilicioue jub. 
ibci-c bfliiig neiiber pleuiure, in^^lit, ur lionuitr in di^ii't' 't, ""'1 »:iu bo di.iie only by iwc\i ns are actuated 
I'y an iiifcrnul difiiiosiliiui, :iiid nii- ijinli.' inluiitiwi-B ol Sai^n, t*> ser\i- liini \( iibiniL fetor ru"iird- — As 
iiKinkiiid were umde furfluciciy, rvi-ry in-rson wlio wilfully ftiiiio\a or didiiirba tliut swieiy t\illioul imy 
jTeteiice, but [iiirely evil, ou^rht lo be heM in liif uliin'sl iletrslation, ab a coiiuiion enemy: And, as in 
Ibe prcSL-iit oiiae, tbe ciiltiii;^ this l>osl di.>Mi can only 1«- dun.; witb a deeigii to nllroul all the Suns uf 
Libert) in tbis place, llio perpetrators Mould ilo WLdl !•> cimsidor tlid casequences; let tbeir notioua fo, 
•lying 11 be wbftlllivy will ; forlbcy may litiow tbalsucb a Irndy nl llie people wlifi would not yield tobi: 
enalaved by iLe mo6l aiifjiist bi>dy on eartli,wi!t not tamely submit to auch si iiiraii, low-lived insult on 
'lifir Liberty, as this is ;— and if ever the per^ietraiir la iliscovered, he may be almost assured New York 
will be too hot to bold biiii long." 

l-Guioes'N. Y. Mercury, Sl-1, June ^,171)7; Holt's X. Y Joiirnftl, 1275, June 11, 176*. 

I This call, wbicb, from its length, cannot be inserted id this place, mav be found iu a not* s,l Ibe 
i;l<j8e of Ibr article. 

g On Monday lagt at tweKe oMock, a considerable Numberof the Inhabitants met iu ihe Fields, (not 
leas then Fourteen Hundred, in the Opinion of a Military Gentleman who eaw them, and is well kc- 
quainted with the Appearance of that Number, and the Ground they would occupy) where they ap- 
pointed a GenUeman to propound UuestioLfl relatiTe to the Voto of the honorable House of Aaaembly, 
for granting Money for the Support of the Troops. After their Petenninatioas thereon, Ihey appoiattd 
a Committee to communicate the whole Trsneaction to their Representativea ; In ConBequence thereof, 
uU the Comtnitlefl (except Mr. John Thurman, who declined serving) met, iind agieed to make their 
Report the next Day to their MemherB -.-Accordingly on the 19th, at eleven o'clocli, eight of the 
Committee went to the City IlaU qad delivered it.-[Gftinefl' N. Y. Gaiette and Mercury. 94^. Decern- 
b 25, 17«9.] ^ 
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appoaieJ,* Lh;ugiijytlic.A5s'v.uibly uith ii bcliu\al uf tlicir trust, were vulod 
libellous )jy tbiit buay; a veuiinl ul' jCloO \va^ oflered for tin.' dcteetioii 
of their :iuthnrH; iiiul, on the tiHh Cion. l^amb,, who hiul adarcsr^cd tiie 
meeting, and who was :<upposed t(i have written the placards, wns ^^um- 
uioued tu tiio bar of the Iloii^io, to answer in the premises. The lion- 
beartod ' ."t^on uf Liberty " obeyed the summons promptly, but instead uf 
yielding or even of wavering, he b-ddly justitied all he had done, declaring 
it was the undoubted right of every Englishman thus to act: — a sentiment 
in which the Assembly must have euncurred, for he was. ut once dis- 
t/iinsed.-f 

Failing in their ellurts, i:i this iitstuuco, otlier uieuaurea were adopted to 
diseover the author uf the obiioxiuus paper, and on the 7th of February, 
1770, James Parker, tu whose oftiue it hud been traced, wa,^ arrested, and 



* TLf uall of ilie nieelin^-, aigiiBJ, "A Suii i.j' Liberty," U ulreudy (fivcn, ace Nr^tc t,r''B'' '*■*>'- TLui 
which subfloqueiitty appeared, is as follows : 

To the Fluliu. The spirit of the linioa reiiiitrf. il nectf^sary for the iuhahitaDlH uf this city i<j 
' ■'liveui.', in order nfieciually to nverl Ibe dtatriiclne cOLStqusncea of ilitj late basl i.-tfiLoKiQUS conduct 
L'f uur (iiueriil (Viaembly, «ho liuve io oppoBitioD to the loud uiid (general vuii^e of their conslitiienls,-- 
tbc itiL'lali!d tf dtiund policy, f he lii-a of jjriititudt:, wiid the (,'liirious struggle wo have engaged iu I'ui 
our iiivaluuLlc birthrights, duved to vot^ supplitis to tb« troops without the leaet shadow of u 
prcltfit tor their peraiuious grant.~The must eligible place will bi: iu the tielda, near ]Mr. De La 
MoDtaigue'a and ihe time, — between lO Hiid llu't:luck this inomlng, where we doubt not every 
friend to his coiirttry wiJi uttcnd. 

LKGIUN. 

[The urigmal iu the N, Y. Hia. So.-. Sec nUo (,„ines N. Y. lioietlo nud Mercury, 9-lS, Deceuil-er 

■i':.,i-.tv.\ 

\ " Mr. John Lamb beiug the I'eri^uti wli<j propijscd the t^uobtiona in the preceding Repi^ri, Mr. De 
\oyellia charged him therefore with b.;ing «n Abettor to tlio Papers signed, A SuN OK LIBERTY, 
and LEGION, and rnw^d the hr>DorHl)lt> House to ordt^r Mr. Lamb to appear before it, to answer fiT 
tiiut Conduct;— and as what he did in the li'ielde ls the undoubted Right and Privilege of every 
^Dglidbiuan, the Committee conceiving ihemuelveu e<]utilly concerned in propouoding the Qiiesiious 
with him ; Slid therefore wrote ^tf. F'c Noyellis the fi^lluwing Letter. 

New York, December -JD, i:69. 
Sir, 

Wf the MemtKTs of the CoiiimiUee, whoBo Names are hereunto eubxcribed, appointed hy Uie 
liihabiiaiils liini met In thi- Fields ..li llie iMh los'., roiiEider ourselves as Parliea in the Qiieetiou [lut 
by Mr. Lamb tli^re, and, therefore. Sir, you nioyconBider tisi in the same Predicament with him ; nod 
ad you are go solicitous to bring him to the Bar of the llouorable Mouse of AsEembly, to answer for that 
Conduct, wc lake tbb Mellmd Iu inforni yuu of our Sentiments <in lliat Subject, and are ready lo 
ftnswer ft;r vur Conduct in a C. institutional Miinner. 

We are, Sir, 

Your very humble Servonls, 
Isaac SeaiB, 
Casper Wietar, 
AlezAQder M'Dougal, 
.Tacobufi Van Zandt, 
Samuel Broome, Jr., 
Erasmus Williams, 
.James Van Vaurk." 
Ijainefi' >-. Y. (jiuzolte and Meieury, ilia, December 'J5, lltili. Se« also, Journal ofthe General As- 
sembly of N«w York, 10th G. 111., pp. 45, 47 ; See also, Bancroft's U, P., vol. 6, p. 317; GordoQ'fl HlBloiy 
vt American Revolution (London Edition), vol, ],p, 3Cil-?; Holt's N. Y, Journal, 
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cuiitiiiecl in tho fort.* Agaia frustrated in their efforts, even after 
examining all his apprentices, resort was had to threats of dismissal 
from his o^fficc as Secretary to the Post Office, unless ho disclosed the name 
of the author; and to promises of indemnity for the past, upon his compli- 
ance. Parker was not proof against these "appliances," and he so far 
complied, that a warrant was issued against Alexander jMcDougal, who 
was arrested, carried before the Chief Justice, and refusing to give bail, 
was committed to the New Jail-t 

The Assembly voted the papers libellous, and the proceedings thereon were 
printed on the 45th page of the journal of that body; whereupon the word 
•' Forty five," (which, by a curious coincidence, was also the watchword of 
the friends of John Wilkes,) was taken up as the countersign of the .':^ons of 
Liberty, i " So constant and so numerous were these visitors, which 
were of both sexes, that the imprisoned patriot was obliged to publish a 
card, announcing the hours when he would receive their condolence-'*^ The 
toUowing, from one of the papers of the day, will show the character of 
these visits. 

" Yesterday, the forty-fifth day of the year, forty-five gentlemen, real 
enemies to internal taxation, by, or in obedience to external authority, 
and cordial friends to Captain McDougal, and the glorious cause of 
American liberty, went in decent procession to the New Gaol; and dined 
with him on forty-five pounds of beef stakes, cut from a bullock of forty- 
five months old, and with a number of other friends, who joined them in 
the afternoon, drank a variety of toasts, expressive not only of the most 
nndisscmblcd loyalty, but of the warmest attachment to Liberty, its re- 
nowned advocates in Great Britain and America, and the freedom of the 
press. Before the evening the company, who conducted themselves with 
;;vcat decency, scperatcd in the most cordial manner, but not without the 
firmest resolution to continue united in the glorious cause." || 



* Leake's Life of Lamb, p. 60. Gordon's History of the Revolution, vol. I, p. 301. 
I Leftke'sLife of Lamb, 60-63. Life of HADiiltOD by bis Son, veil. 1, p. 13. Gordon's Uiai. Re\. vol. 
1, p.301. GraluiDie'a U. S.,(Lond. ed.) vol. 4, p. 302. 

t " InalluBion to the 45th page of llie Votes and Proceeding of our House of A^^enibly, m wliich the 
p.i|)er that furoiabed the occasion for thit gentlemftD'a confinement is prioted at IflDgth." Hvlt'e New 
York J.-urtjal, No. 14)5, February 15, IITO. 

•^ " ^Incy of my Friends who have honored me with their Vi^ita siace'my oppressive ConSnemeut ia 
this Place, have advised me, aa I intend to devote a considentble Part of my Time to do Justice to the 
PultliL', in the Caiue for wbicb I am imprisoned, to appoint an Hour from which it will be most con - 
vcnient for me to see my Friends; I do therefore, hereby notify thein, that I shall be glad of the Honor 
of their Company, from Three ©'Clock in the Aftemooo till Six. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

With great Esteem and Gratitude 
New Goal Your very humble Servant, 

Feb. 10 mo. Alex. M'Dongall." 

[Holt's N. Y., 1415, February 15, mO,] 

]HoU'a Wew York Journal, No. 1415, Feb. 15, mO; Gaines' N. Y. Gazette and Mercury, 956, Feb. 
10, nio. 



21 

He cuntinued Id the juil, (uuw the Hall of Kccorils), until the April 
term of the Couit, when the Giand Jury found a bill aguinst hiiu, to which 
he pleaded not guilty. Shortly afterwards he was released on bail, giving 
his own bond for £500, with two sureties each for £2!Kl. 

Notwithstanding the untiring efforts of the Sons of Liberty, to keep the 
provisions of the league unimpaired, many violated them, and were pub- 
licly called to account. An instance of this kind which occurred on the 
Common, while it illustrates the times and the character of those who lived 
in them, at the same time, helps to fill up the measure of renown which clus- 
ters around the Park. It is thus related: " The conduct of Simeon Coo- 
ley, in his daring Infraelions of the Non-importation Agreement; his in- 
solent and futile Defence of those inglorious measures; with his avowed 
Uesolutiou obstinately to persevere in counteracting the legal Efforts of a 
brave and tree People, in support of their iuestimable Rights '■ alarmed 
and inseueed " the Inhabitants of this City, who dreaded the destructive 
Consequences that might have ensued from so dangerous an K-\ample, 
determined, at a General Meeting held on Friday Evening last, (July 21st 
1769,) to call the said Cooley to account; and prevailed on him, if posbible , 
to desist from his vile Practices, and endeavor to bring him to such con- 
cessions as should to them Appear best calculated to atone for his repeated 
and unprincipled Offences. Two Gentlemen were appointed to convey 
the Sentiments of the Inhabitants, to assure him that no Injury should 
bo done to him, (to prevent which every imaginable step was taken 
but Cooley, influenced perhaps by some ill-disposed and stupid advisir) 
refused to attend at the Place appointed, and alleged in Excuse for his Non 
Attendance, *Hhat he did not think it consistent with his personal Safety to 
meet them there," at the same time he expressed a Willingness to make the 
Concessions required, from his Parlor Window. When the Inbabitaots 
received this disagreeable Intelligence, they immediately proceeded to- 
wards his House; but Cooley apprised of their coming, thought proper to 
decamp, accompanied by a^MilitaryjGentleman, (who covered his Retreat.) 
sought a Sanctuary within the Fort Walls, which could afford him but an 
indifferent protection against the Keen Reproaches of a guilty Conscience, 
the only Punishment he had to Dread. Whilst the Inhabitants were assem- 
bled in the Fields, M r P n (iSlajor Pullain) ordered a File of 

Soldiers to his (Cooley's) House, who were accordingly drawn up before his 
Door, with their Musquets loaded, &e. Whether the Author of this un- 
warranted Step, designed a Compliment to the jNIagistracy and Inhabitants 
of this City, or to recommend himself to his Superior by his officious and 
blundering Zeal, is unknown; but it is more than probable that his preci- 
pitate Conduct was disapproved of by the latter, as He and His Detachment 
were so suddenly ordered away; which was certainly a most salutary Step; 
and 'tis certain the Inhabitants (whose Sentiments respecting this Affair he 
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must, by this Time be well aenuainteJ with) have not Sagacity to discover 
the least propriety in it, 

On Saturday Morning, ( luly *22d,) Cooley consented lo meet the Inhabi- 
tants, and Fuur in the afternoon being the Time Appointed, a:id the Mer- 
chants' Cotlee Hou?e the Place, they assembled in Kipeetation of this im- 
portant Event ; but the Majority thinkinc; it a very unsuitable Place for 
the Purpose, required his Appearance in the Fields: where he attended, 
and publickly acknowledged his Crime.-; implored the Pardon of his Fellow 
Citizens; engaged tu store an Equivalent to the Goods he had sold, to- 
gether with all those ho had in Putscsslon that were imported contrary to 
Agreement; and so to conduct for the Future as not to render himself ob- 
noxious to the Contempt and just Resentment of an injured People.''* 

The rising fortunes of the Governor, in .securing the assent of the Assem- 
bly and the acquiescence of a portion of the popular leaders to his mea- 
sures, seem to have strengthened the animosities of his party; and on the 
I3th of January 1770, the liberty pole on the cummon, which had not been 
disturbed since March, 1767, was ugain attacked ty a party of soldiers, be- 
longing ti. the Sixteenth regiment, who after cutting away the braces 
which supported it, made an unsuccessful attempt to blow it up with gun- 
powder. In the mean time a few citizen.* had gathered in front of Mou- 
tanye's, on the opposite .--ide of Broadway, and had, without doubt, ex- 
pressed their view.* of the matter, when they were attacked by the soldiers, 
and, after considerable damngc had been doue to the house and furniture, 
some officers came up, and ordered the rioters to their quarters, f 

On the nights of the 14th and loth unsuccessful attempts were again 
made; and, on the night of the lUlh, taking shelter in a ruined building 
which stood near by, they more secretly carried on their design, and were 
suceessful even in sawing the pole into pieces, and in piling it in front of 
Montanye's door.^ 

This audacious net, rendered doubly so from !Moutanyc"s being the head 
quarters of the Sons of Liberty, aroused the citizen.^, and un the next dav 
(January 17, 1770.) upward- of three th(ui.-and assembled in the Commons, 
to take the subject into consideration. HesoUitions were passed declaring 
to be enemies to the pence nf the city^ (and therefore subject tu arrest.) all 
soldiers, bcluw the rank of orderly, who appeared armed, iu the streets- 
and all, (armed and unarmed.) who were found out of their barracks after 
roll-call. Committees were also appointed to effect the removal of the old 

* (iainea' >". V. (.iozeUe Rii.l Mercury, pjti. .JuJyJJ. iTfiii. See ulr^HoU's N V. Juur., iS^ti, July 
'-7, llf?; and iLe siime p«per, Siippli-meDt, UCc,, Doc. 14, l";69. 

fi^aked "Lire fjf Lamb," i>. j-1. L>un!ait'^ "History of Nc» York " vol. 1, i>- -^^l'- H..li's '• Ne\\ 
Yurk Jouroiil," Ni>. 1411, January 1;, \''\>, 

:Leake'8"Lifeof L«nib,"54, 55. Duolapa " iliatory ol' Xew York,"' vol. l.p. 436; we also a c<jai- 
muDicfliion feigned "A. B.'' io HoIib " .New York Jouma),"' Ko. 1411, Jaaiiflry ISlli, 1"0. GoFdon'a 
■' Hiatory o( (he American ^evoluUon," vol. 1, p, 3W. 



building which had afforded ihcltor for the soldior^i during their operatiuus 
against, the pole; and, (althuugh. with much opposition,) to ask permi^siu-n 
vflhe Common Council to erect another pule in the itlace of that which 
had been deptroyed.'^ 

Un the day after this meeting had been held (January 18,) placards wci-t- 
pu:-ted throughout the city, signed " I6//1 Regiment,''' casting scurrilous 
epithets upon the r^ons of Liberty, and, putting at detiancc the authority 
uf the citizen?, as well as their ivishe:?, expressed in the resolutions passed 
i>n tlie 17th.i Throe yuKUer^, who were engaged in posting these placards, 
were .<ei/.ed by Isaac r:^eari and Walter Quackenbos, two of the Pons of 
Liberty; and, after a sharp contest, they were taken tu the Mayor's office. 
An attempt being made to rescue the prisoners, a severe contest ensued be- 
rw'.-eu the military and the people. In which the latter, for two days, main- 
tained their ground, and finally triumphed. A portion uf this affray took 
place, on the 19th, in front of the "Xew Jail,"" more recently known as 
" The Mall of iJt'forrfs,'' and within the Commons; a more minute account 
of which being given in another part of this volume, a repetition of it, in 
this place, is unnece:!5'ary.:}: 

The Committee having in charge the erection of another pole, on the 
site occupied by those which had been destroyed, failed in their application 
to the Common Council, as had been foreseen by some of the Sons of Liberty, 
who formed the minority of the meeting. But a Liberty Pole soon appear- 
ed, a silent monitor of the past, and a harbinger of the future, on the Com- 
mon of our city. Without caring for the decision of tlic Common Coun- 
cil on the memorial, this band of patriots purchased a piece of ground, 
near by the former site, eleven feet wide by one hundred deep; and on 
the 6th of February, § they raised, on it, a mast "of great length," 
properly protected with iron bars and rivets nearly two-thirds of its 
height, surmounted with a top-mast and vane, on tlie latter of which 
''Liberty,^'' in large letters, was very conspicuous. Thus without even the 



*Leakfe'fl"Lif« of Lflmb. "'p. 55. '■Dunlrtp's Misturj- of .Vew Vurk," vol. I, pp, 436-T, Hdf9"Wc» 
Vork Jourra','" Xo. Ur:, Jnmiftry ':''lh, I"10. "Life ofHnnjiltOD," by his son, vol. l,p. 19. 

Mr, Bapcrofttliist. U. S. vol. fi. p. uai-S) devotes nearly five lines to Ibis nieetiDff, no'l Ihe tanio 
-■pace to the " three repulsee if llie Soldiery," alluded to in tliie connexion. 

t A copy of ibis placnrU "iny be found in Note B, at the end of this article. 

X Lenke's " Lifo of Lftmb," p. 55-5^. "Diinlap'3 " History nf New York," vol. 1 , p. ■i:'.'-. liordonN 
li\at. Kev., vol. ],p. ?0n. 

"The Boldiera replied by an insulting pUcard; nnd od Iwo successive days engHged in no affray wnb 
llie citizens, in wbicli wouiuls and bruises were received on both sidep, but tbe UUer bad the advanfagf . 
The newspapers Wudly ctlebratel the viotory.'' Thus la chrnnicleil one of tbe nioet determined 
btru--.'les of ihe Amoricfln RBvolntiL.11. in the "standard history " of the Cniled Suites, written by an 
aJ'.pted citizen of thia atftt.?, ftrd a r^aideut of this cily, who immediately aflerwarda devotes seven ■ 
leen iiclnvy paijes to the record of o street brawl, in Boston, known there bB " the MasEacre," where nn 
public principle was at Ueue, and tbe only sacrifice wae to personal antipathies, and the dtifenee of per- 
sonal h>.Qor. Sea Banrrofi's Hist, of the United Statep," vol., 6. p. SSJ, compared with same volumfl 
pages 333 lo 349 inclusive. 

§ The call for this lue«tiDg may bfi found iu Note C, at the end of this artide. 
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fuvor of a site from the crown, (to whom " The Common " beloiiged, with 
slight exceptions,) the fifth Liberty Pole was raised within the limits of 
" the Common '-, and thus for the first time in America, was the banner of 
- Liberty and Propertyr thrown to the breeze as the legitimate and re- 
co-nizea successor of that bearing the loyal inscription " The h'lng, Pitt and 
Ubci-tyr which had been insulted and torn down by the hands which should 
have been the first raised to defend it. A strange introduction this was, to 
ihc events which were rapidly approaching; and one which, in our day. 
seems almost prophetic in its character.* 

The samo band who had. *' on their own property," raised the standard 
of " itfrcr/yanrf P/o^er/y," soon took offence at Montanye for allowing 
hishouse to become the resort of those who now favored the governor's 
measures, and they resolved to remove their quartcra. This, however, 
was not easily accomplished, the government and iU friends possessing an 
influence which could not easily he overcome. Determined, notwithstand- 
ing these difficulties, to rebuke this Fpirit of compromise, which, for the 
sake of emolument, somo of their associates had manifested, they purchas . 
cii a house, kept by a person named Bicker,— on the site now occupied by 
Barnum's Museum,— which they named " Hampden Hall" and used it for 
their meetings and place of reBort.+ Here, on the 19th March, they cele- 

- Leake's ''Life of Lamb," 59-9. Dunlap's " Hialory uf New \c.ik," vwl. 1, ji. 431. Holt'i " New 
York Jjurual," No. 1414, Feb. Sih, 1"7C. Gaioea' "X. Y. Gawlta and Mercury," 9M, Feb, 6, and 
965, Ftb. U, ITTO. 

Mr, BBDcr.ift ERVH of thi?, " The Sona of Liberty, purtbasiiif a piece of liud near Ihe junclion of 
Broadway and the Bowety, erected a Liberty Pole, Btronply guarded by iron banda and bars, deeply 
Bunk inlo ihe earth, and inecribed "Liberty and Propcrtj,"' (^History of the Utiilfd Slfttt-a, vol. 6, p. 33i.) 
Ab our towiiEman has cited no one of ihe aumerous authorities referred to in \u£. preface, lo Bi>pport this 
item of intelligeDce, may it not be fairly Bupposed the author is the only milhority ! and if so, vill be not 
favor 118 with a reference to tbe eiflct epot in Univn equare, {.w here the Dower;- and Broadway form a 
jUDctiOP,} on which this pole vm raiGed. 

-t The following ad rertiaementa, which appeared in the papeiB of the day, (.Holl'a "X. V. Journal,*' 
No. 1415, Feb. 16,in0; Gaioe8"*N. Y. Mercury," N"o. 9i6, Feb., 19, niO; fully explain llie matter : 
" To the FUBUC.-' 

An AdvediBemeut having appeared in last Monday's papers, inviting the Suns of Liberty lo diue nt 
nty houGG on Munday the ]9tb of March next in order to celebrate the anniversary of the repeal of tht; 
Stamp Act, which invitation not having proceeded from any of Ihe gentlemen -a-bo engaged my houi^ 
fur thatday; I think luytelf obliged, not only in juatice to then), but also to tbe public, to g^ive thia nu- 
tice, ihataeveral gentlemen, as a committee, from a great number of other gentlemen, having engaged 
my houfie some time ago, for tbe celebration of tbe repeal of the Stamp Act on the 19th of March next, 
I Gliall not be able to entertain any other company than thi>ee geoMeroen and their connectlooa who an- 
gaged my honaa for that day. 

Abbahau Ps La Montagme. 
New York, Feb. 6,1770. 

The friends of Liberty and Trade who formerly associated togelherat Barden'e, Jone^'p, and Smith's 
to celebrate the repeal of the Stamp Act, are requealtfd to meet for that purpose on Monday, the 19th of 
March next, at the house of Mr. Abraham De La Mootagnie. 

Dinner will be terred up preclfiely at two o'clock, and the bill called at six. 
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brated the Repeal of the Stamp Act, concluding their festivities by march- 
ing to the Liberty Pole, and thence through the principal streets: after 
which they returned to the Pole and were dismissed.* 

This spirited conduct of the Sons of Liberty seemed to enlist the sympa- 
thies of the government to their new allies, and to arouse all their old ani- 
mosities against the Liberty Pole. Accordingly, on Monday night, March 
26th, fifteen soldiers, *' in the dead of the night, marched to the spot, and 
finding the lower mast too strongly fortified, they attempted to unship the 
topmast. In this they were discovered by a few of the citizens who were 
accidentally passing the Commons. The soldiers, alarmed, retreated to 
the barracks. The citizens who had remained were joined by fifteen or 
twenty others; and, as they surrounded the pole, the soldiers, who had re- 
ceived a reinforcement, now, with forty of their number, returned and at- 
tacked them with drawn weapons. Most of the citizens retreated to 
Bicker's; and some others of the military from the barracks coming up, 
they surrounded the house and attempted to force the door. Bicker de- 
fended the entrance with fixed bayonet, and kept the assailants at bay. The 
furious soldiers not only threatened destruction to the pole and all its de- 
fenders, but even swore they would burn the house which was so vigorous- 
ly defended. Some of those who bad been driven from the pole, sounded 
the alarm bell at St. George's Chapel in Beekman street; and, aa the citi- 
zens began to assemble, an officer arriving, ordered the soldiers toquarter>:. 
A strict watch was kept at the poll all night, and every night afterwards, 
until the 3d May, when the troops sailed for the place of their destination" 
without the trophy which they had determined to carry with them.f 



To all Ihe Sons op Libbrty. 

Whereas Mr. Abraham De La MontaigDe vrna applied to for hia Houee, that the Sods of Liberty iu 
general might there commemorate the ADniversary ol the Repeal of the StRmp Act on the 1 9lh Day nf 
>l3rch neit, Dut it appearing that bis House was engaged fur a certain set of Gentlemen, according In 
his A'lvertiEement in ihe piiLlick Kewa Pjipers. A Number of the Sons of Liberty in this City were 
under the Necessity of purchasing a proper House for the Accommodation of all the Lovera of freedom 
on that Day, nnd for their Use on future OccasiooB, in the Promotion of the Commnn Cause. 

This is therefore to give Notice, that the House 6o purchased, is the Cumer Houee ir. the Ifroad 
Way, Dear Libertv-Pole, lately kept by Mr. Edward Smith: And all Sons of Liberty, wiihout Diacrim 
ination, who choose to comineuiorate that Glorious Day, are requested to attend at the said House on 
Ihe Nineteenth Diy of llarch next, for the Purpose afores-iid. Dinner will be served up at two of Ihe 
Clock, and the Bill called precisely at Six. 

N. B, The Nineteenth Day of March is fixed upon, as the ElKbteonlh, being the Anniversary Day of 
the Repeal, happens on the Sabbath. 

The Sons of Liberty are desired lo meet on Tuesday Evening, Ihe 50th instant, at the House nenr 
Libertv-Pole, formerly in the Occupation of Edward Smith." 

See also Leake's " Life of Lamb,'' pages 61 , G-2. Dunlap{" History of New Vork," vol. 1 ,page43T,> 
supposes " Hirapden Hall" wdS the name given to Montaguie's houee by the Liberty Boys. The ad 
vertiEement?, cited above, show hia error, 

*See a communicaiion in HoU'a " New York Journal," No. 1422, April 5, mo, signeil "Brmna;- 
T.eake's " Li% of Lamb," page 6i; Dunlnp's " History of New York," vol. 1, page -133. 

+ Leake's " Lifd of Lamb," 62, 63; D,>nl-M>'='-ni?t,>ry ..f Nt-^- York," vol. 1. pnje J:!**-, Holl\ *' N. Y. 
Jmimal," N,>. U:i. March 29, 1T70. 
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It will thus be seen that the " citizeDs" veho nobly defended the polc> 
and resolutely contended, on tluir own private property , for " Liberty ami 
Property,''^ against double their numbci' of armed and infuriated soldiers, 
were the "Sons of Liberty," among whom wcrcLamb, AVillcit, Wiley, 
Mott, and their associates,— the frequenters uf Hampden Hall, (to which 
they naturally retreated when tbcy were overpowered,) and not those 
friends of mammon and the Govcrnmcnl„ whur^c head quarters, at Mon- 
tanye's.from its convenience, would otherwise have furnished them an asy- 
lum. Nor is the action of the assailants, when they reached Bicker's, les> 
significant or less conclusive evidence of this supposition. The bouse, no 
less than the pole and its defenders, was doomed to destruction, and to the 
tocsin on old St. George's are the patriots indebted for the safety ot their 
political tabernacle. 

It will also be seen that a watch was maintained, nightly, until May 3d, 
when the cmbarcaLion of the troops relieved the citizens from this duty; and 
"■ the Cojumun^- again assumed its wonted appearance of quiet and order. 

A few days afterwards, (May 10, 1770,) the people again assembled on 
" the Common," to vindicate theirrights and to punish those who attacked 
them. "A certain Nathan Kogers, of the town of Boston, ^Merchant, 
(one of those who have for some time past, been advertised by the Commit- 
tee of Merchants there, as a person who had endeavored to counteract the 
laudable and patriotic resolutions of his brethren, by his persisting to im- 
port British Goods contrary to their agreement,) was in town; and sus- 
pecting that his design in visiting our city, was to poison the minds of the 
merchants here, and influence them, if possible, to break the non-importa- 
rion agreement; we therefore thought it absolutely necessary to make an 
' .\iimple of such a miscreant, and accordingly exhibited him last night in 
''Hi^'y, suspended on a gallow?, attended by four or five thousand -spectators, 
who called at his lodgings, in order to have him personally introduced tu 
them. But in this they were disappointed, as he dined out of town. The 
'-.ivalcade then proceeded through the principal streets of the city to thi 
Common^ where the effigy and the gallows were burned amidst the accln- 
mations of the people. The enclo.'=ed is a copy of the letter, which was left 
at his lodgings, and forwarded to him, as he did not return to town, bill 
ordered his carriage out at 2 o'clock this morning, and immediately de- 
camped for Boston. He intended visiting your citj*^ in a few days, and 
doubtless will yet do it, if our conduct towards blui has not dis-oncertcd 
hi^ plan.''* 

• Letter from Snna of Liberty in New York to their brelhren in Pliilailelphiri, lltli i.f Mny, I'Hk in 
Leake's "Lifie o[ Ljimb," 63-65. In llolfs ' N'en- Ycrk .T.niTnal, ' Nn. HU,Feb. S, I'.'.^K will be founil 
copied a handbill issued by order of "A ni^eling ff the ^Iercli:mls .-inil TrH.ier«, at Faneu'il Hall. Jn^.mr^ 
53, ITTO," in wbich this Refers snd three mher inerchanls of Bi.Btnn Bre thus deall with f.-r refiieinp tn 
join in the >on-iDifM)rlation Agreemenl : 

"Therefore it wn.->Viiled, Thai the eaid Willirtni JflckBOf>,Ther.i'bilua Lillie, JolinTaylor.nnd Vathanipi 
P.ngCTfl, in thiw rpfii'inf and del/iTing lo mmply «ilhpo reasonuMe nml just n Deinnnd, li.avB nhu^ed llie 
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No better evidence is necessary to show tlie fidelity witli which the Com- 
mittee of the Sons of Liberty performed their duty than is furnished in 
this letter; and the quaint style in which the object of their visit to his 
lodgings is expressed.—" in order to have him personally introduced to 
them,"— connected, as it is, with a minute description of his person, in 
order that the citizens of Philadelphia *■• may give him a proper reception," 
shows the perfect fearlessncsa of these sentries on the citadel of Freedom. 

But "the times that tried men's souls" hud come, and the Sons of 
Liberty showed still greater devotion to the cause they had espoused. 
During the eventful scenes to which brief allusions have been made, the 
Pons relied on the countenance, at least, of the CTCuernl Couimitte of One 
Hundred, which had been appointed some time previous. In this, how- 
ever, they were disappointed, " the government appliances " having been 
too successful; and when, on the 30th May, a meeting of the citizens had 
expressed their disapprobation of the course pursued by the merchants of 
Xewport in violating the non-importation agreement, and this General 
Committee bad disregarded its resolves, the extent and character of the 
defection were fully developed, and Ilampdon Hall and ^lontanye's be- 
came more than ever before, the great centres of the antagonii^tic forces.* 

During the following month, (June, 1770,) the Sons gave evidence of 
their intention to meet the emergency which had arisen, and seized several 
parcels of goods which had been secretly brought into the city, from the 
East, for sale, contrary to the provision? of the non-importation agree- 
ment. These they lodged in store, and called on the General Committee 
to enforce the penalty provided for in the covenant. This the General Com- 
mittee hesitated in doing, when the Committee of the Sons " forcibly took 
them into po.ssession," carried thorn to the Commons, and committed them 
to the flames, " for which they received the public rebuke of the Com- 
mittee of One Hundred. "t 

Lenity aod PfttiHree of [heir Fellow CUizeOs; ftn J hftve confirmed tliw Body in t'neirOpioion lliiU they flrt 
obBtimite and inveterate eneniips to Ihcir Country, nndSubverturs <.f tire Rlghta and Liberties of ihU Con- 
tiaent: And we think it our indispensable Duty toOarsetvcs and Posterity, fer ever hereafter, to tront 
them US audi, by with holding: not only all Commercial DeMinfs, but e^ery Act nnd Otficf of Common 
Civility: Ilopin;^ tHat they juay be fur ever frustrated in thja and every oiher Attempt to counterwork 
tbe eenercua Intentions of the pAtriotic Merchants of llii.s Melropnlis, nnd •<( all Aiiiericn: Aud we do 
fervently witli that nil who with us are tiertinp them^elveB to mainiiiLn and BecnreUn- iovalunble RightE 
oF our Country, iiiny refuse to sell tiijhuy from, or luive any Interconrpe witJi llie said William Jni-kaon 
Tbeophilus Lillie, John Triylor, aod Nnlhaniel Roger~, nut tnly liuiing Ihe preeenf Sini;rple for Liberty, 
but fur ever hereafter. 

t^~ The friends to Liberty nnd ihe Country's Cause, are driaired t.> pft^te this up over the Chioiney 
Piece of every Pnbli.k H.iuBe.nnd on every other Proper Pl.i^-e, in every Town, in this and every other 
Colf^ny, tliere to reiuaiii as a Moiutment of the Remembrance I'f the det>:r">inble NHmen uiiove Mentioned, 
[A ci'py of the abi've wrp posted up in tho C'lWe House ;il Neiv Vork."J 

* Leake's Life of Lnnih, pp. f5, r.T ; Bancrofl".s Hi^itory of I'nited Sl.T.er:, vol. 6, pp. ofi'i— fi. See al8" 
the nciion of the Sons of Litverty and of the Commillire ofOni' Hundred, hert-arter referred to, 

+ Lenke's Llf.- of Untb, [«ifo fS. 
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The Sons, in their turn, denounced the General Committee, and de- 
manded the appointment of a neiT Committee, but then, as has too fre- 
quently been the case in our own days, the commercial spirit prevailed, 
and the cause in which they had engaged was sacrificed on the altar of ex- 
pediency. Boston, Philadelphia, A Ibany , and Connecticut responded to the 
denunciatory resolutions which Hampden Hall sent forth, and when the 
circular of the General Committee, dated July 24th, justifying its defec- 
tion, was received at Faneuil Hall, " it was declared infamous, torn in 
pieces, and scattered to the winds, in indignation." The disease was not 
long confined to Newport and New York. In September, Philadelphia 
rescinded her non-importation agreement; and, on the 11th of October^ 
Boston followed, leaving Hampden Hall, single-handed, to cope with the 
mighty power of the combined forces of the government and the mercan- 
tile classes of America.* 

During the succeeding three years, but little occurred which can properly 
find a place in this paper. The opposition to the duty on tea, into which the 
non-importation agreement had settled, was becom-ing intense, and a revi- 
val of the old spirit of opposition stimulated the patriots of New York in 
their determination to resist its enforcement at all hazards. On the 20th 
October, 1773, "they declared Tea Commissioners and Stamp Distribu- 
tors alike obnoxious, and passed votes of thanks to the masters of vessels 
who had refused their ships to the use of the East India Company." On 
the 25th November, 1773, *' the Mohawks " were notified to hold them- 
selves in readiness for the arrival of the ships bearing the tea from Europe, 
which were then due ; and on the 29th November, a formal reorganiza- 
tion of the Sons of Liberty took place. Correspondence had been opened 
with the leading spirits of the people in Boston, Philadelphia, and other 
places, and they were prepared to act in concert with their friends through- 
out the colonies. The ship containing the tea intended for New York 
having been driven by stress of weather to Antigua, the Boston ships 
reached that city first, securing to it the honor of a " tea party," which 
her sons have not forgotten, and will not soon forget, to boast of. From 
the notice, to which allusion has been made, it will be seen that " the 
Mohawks," who so gallantly discharged the tea at Boston, were a power 
existing also in New York, and that the objects of the organization, — the 
destruction of the tea, on its arrival, — was the same in both cities. When 
the fact is borne in mind, that Lamb and his colleagues in New Y'ork, were 
constantly engaged in confidential correspondence with Paul Revere and 
his colleagues in Boston, this similarity of arrangements in the two cities 
will be fully explained; and no one will doubt the result, had New York, 
instead of Boston, been first visited by the tea-ships. 



B»ni'rnfi'sHi>l.,r>-U. S, ,(.1.6, pnieSSB: J.eA-; I.if, of Lnnib, pp. Ci •;o. 
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Ua the 15th Decombar, the arrival of the ships in Boston was announced 
in New York, and on tho next day advortisomenls appeared, stating that 
** tho monibera of the association of the Sons of Liberty are requested to 
meet at the city hall, to-morrow, (being Friday,) on business of import- 
ance; and every friend to the liberties and trade of America are hereby 
most cordially invited to meet at the ?arac time." On the same evening 
Boston met the issue which had been forced on her by the government, 
and emptied the tea-ehests into the w.itora of her harbor; a fact which 
was unknown in our city, when, on the 17th, " a very large concourse " 
assembled, pursuant to the above call, and were addressed by Mr. John 
Lamb. Letters from the committees in Boston and Philadelphia were 
submitted; and an union of the colonies for the more effectual resistance 
against tho encroachments of the Crown, to which these letters related, 
was explained and urged. The organization of "the Sons of Liberty" 
was also discussed, and tho audience unanimously entered its ranks. 
While this business was before the meeting, the Mayor and Recorder of 
the city appeared, and announced a message from the Governor, which 
they were permitted to deliver. The Governor proposed that on the ar- 
rival of the tea it should be taken into the fort at noon-day; and he 
pledged his honor that it should remain there until it was disposed of by 
the Council, the King, or its owners, when it should be removed at noon- 
day. This proposition, however, did not meet the views of the meeting, 
and when the question was put on its acceptance, an emphatic and unani- 
mous response of *' No !" three times repeated, satisfied his honor the 
Mayor, of the sentiments of his constituents. Resolutions were also passed 
concurring in the action of Boston and Philadelphia, when the meeting 
adjourned "till the arrival of the tea ship."* 

It was not until the ISth of April, 1774, when the tea-ship, the **iVi/ncy," 
Captain Lockyer, arrived off Sand}- Hook, that New York was permitted 
to second the action of Boston. The ship bad been thrown on her beam 
ends in a storm, on the 2d of April, and, besides losing her mizzen-maat 
and an anchor, had also her maintopmast sprung, and was otherwise much 
injured;! yet the pilots of the port refused to bring her farther than the 
Hook, where she was taken into the custody of a committee of fourteen or 
fifteen of the Sons of Liberty, and her boats secured, in order to prevent tho 
desertion of the crew, which was necessary to carry her back to England. 
The captain was permitted to visit the city, in company with a portion of 
the Committee having the ship in charge, in order to procure supplies for 



^ ■« Ever since herdPpnrture from Europe, ihe liumet witli ii contiousd fluccassion ot m'ahnaae* 

havins un bgard nom thin; worse ihno a JovjiH, wlilch ftTLer bein^ Iod; lOMed in tb« tAmpostu/tui 
vcean it U hoped, like biin, will be tliruwn bttck upon tlia pLice Srom whenc« it cqhm -,— May it teach 
a lennii there, as Meful as llie presching of Jonah was to the NineTitea," Holt's V. Y. Journal ,Nj 
1«S*, April ';l,m4. 

2 
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the repair of his ship, and was met at the wharf, where ho landed, by a 
very large number of oitiiens. He was also permitted to visit hie con- 
signee, Mr. Henry White, (who refused to receive the cargo, and advised 
iU return to Europe;) and his faithful custodians rendered every facility in 
procuring the necessary supplies, and in preparing the ship for sea; but he 
was not permitted, under any excuse, to approach the Custom House. 

Having nearly completed the outfit of his vessel, (which still lay inside 
the Hook, in charge of the. Committee,) on the 21st April, the following 
hand-bill was posted throughout the city : 

" To the Piii/tc— The sense of the city, relative to the landing of the 
Eaxt India Company's tea, being signified to Captain Lockyer by the 
Committee, nevertheless, it is the desire of a number of the citizens, thnt 
at his departure from hence, he shall see, with his own eyes, their detesta- 
tion of the measures pursued by the Ministry and the India Company, to 
enslave this country. This will be deelnrod by the convention of the 
people at his departure from this city, which will be on next Saturihnj 
morning at 9 o'clock; when, no doubt, every friend to this country will 
attend. The bells will give the notice about an hour before lie embarks 
from Murray's Wharf. 

"By order of the Cifmviiltec "' 

"New York, April 21, 177)." 

In the meantime, and while Captain Lockyer was yet in the cily, 
April 22, 1774, the ship "London," Captain Chambers, arrived. The 
Viplance Committee of the Sons, (which had been re-organized.) had 
received information, from Philadelphia, that eighteen chests of tea were 
on board this ship; and, although Captain Chambers assured the pilots 
he had no tea on board, the ship was brought too off the Hook, and a 
sub-committee visited her. The Captain persisted in his denial, and his 
manifest and oockets gave no evidence against him. The >h:p was then 
permitted to come up to the city, the sub.committce bein*r still on board, 
and on reaching the wharf, about 4 p.m., llie entire Committee went on 
board and ordered the hatches to be opened, declaring their conviction 
that tea was on board, and that every package should be opened, if neces- 
sary, in order to find it. Finding it impossilile to evade tlic Committee, 
the Captain at length acknowledged that he had eighteen chests on board, 
belonging to himself, and gave up the cocket which he had previously con- 
cealed. The Committee, the owners of the ship and the Captain then retired 
to Francis' Tavern, leaving the people on the wharf, but "after the most ma- 
ture deliberation, it was determined to communicate the whole sense of the 
matter to the peoplc,who were convened near the ship, which was accordingly 
done. The MOHAWKS were prepared to do their duty at a proper hour, 
but the body of the people were so impatient, that before it arrived, a 
number of them entered the ship about 8 r. M., took out the tea, which was 
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at hand, broke the cases, ami started their eontent.i into tlie river, without 
(loins any damage to the ship or cargo. Several persons of reputation 
weropinced Ijelow to keep t:illy, and aliont the companion to prevent ill- 
disposed persons IVom going Ijclow tho deck. At 1(1, the people nil dia- 
perseil in good order, bnt in great wrath with the.Capt.iin; an. I it w.ns nut 
withont sonic risk of his life that he esc.iped.'" 

N'o disguise, of any kind, was adopted or worn to shelter tho persons of 
those who participited in the work from observation or identification. It 
w.as a work which the public weal rerpiired, and it was done openly 
by the parties interested, and in the presence r>r all who .saw fit to wit- 
ness it. 

At length. (.Vpi-il 23, 1774,) the day appointed to relnrn f'apt. Loekycr 
to his ship, arrived, and tho people, pursuant to previous notico, nsscmlled 
in^icncr nuntbers tknn cccr liefnre, to escort him to the wharf, and to 
prove to him, and through hini, to the Crown, the ^cncml feeling of oppo- 
sition to the measure, lie was lodged at the Coffee House, (in Wall 
street, opposite tho present Tontino Bidlding«i:) and when the committee 
who had him in charge brought him out on the balcony the band struck up 
" God save the King,'' while shouts of triumph ascended from the people 
below. A procession was then formed, and he was escorted to the foot ot 
tho street, placed on a sloop, and, with the committee who guarded him, 
carried down to the sliip. "On Sunday, at 10 A.M., t!io s-hip and the 
sloop, with the Committee, weighed their .anchors and stood to sea; and at 
2, P..VI., tho pilot boat and the committee'? sloop left her at the distance 
of three leagues from tho Hook." 

Capt. Chambers, of the ■* /.onrfun,'" accompanied him as a pa-^scnger. 

The event was heralded to the world by the ringing of crcri/ beU in the 
ci7i/, except those on tho City Hall and Columbia College; tho ship.-: in tho 
harbor raised the'r colors in triumph; the Liberty Polo was also dressed 
in colors; and a royal saluto of artillery, from tln^ foot of the Polo, con- 
cluded the ceremony.* 

Thus ended another of the brilliant exploit.-', by the inhabitants of our 
city, which attracted the attention not onlj' of the colonists throughout 
America, inspiring them with courage and leading tbein to action; but 
also that of the people and the government in England, increasing the dis 
content of the one, and the determined hatred of the other. As in the case 
of the " Stamp Act riots," (Xov, 1, 1765,) and of the two days' conflict on 
Golden Hill, (Jan. IS and 19, 1770,) so in this, it was an affair of the 



■^ The fiiftieris rel'drrej, f..r ri'.rtlier pnrli':iil.arErc."pectiaglbo '■ tea-fiftrty" in our ^'ity, to " Tlie Amer- 
ican Archivea,'' by Peter Force, 4lh Series, vol. 1. folioH -JJS-ul, find to Ibn coniiiiiinication Eicned 
" Bruins," in ihe Bania volume, Xi'Ie, filios vjl-25S; to Holt'a >. Y. Joiirnfil, No. 1C33, April 31, 1^4. 
The fame, Xo. 1634, April is, 1174; Life oi' HamillOD, by bis son, v-.l. 1, paee '10; Gordon's Am. Revol. 
vol. 1, pages S3-2-J; L.eake'a Lite of Lamb, pages 1j-&1; Hii?b O.iines' N'. y.'.llazettesnJ Mercury, 1174, 
April 25, ini. Bancroft's L'. S., vol. 6, paje l-lil. 



32 

people, acting openlj, deliberately, and without disguise. They sought do 
concealment, either of ma?ks or of darkness, and they hesitated not in 
taking the responsibility, each for himself, which their country seemed tu 
require at thtir hand:^. Yet their names are unknoirn (n na, with few ex- 
ception?; and, while we admire the deeds and the ?}'irit which prompted 
them, it i> only permitted ns to say, as we do say, "Thus spake New 
York." It would not liavc been Ff-: and Xcw York would have oeeupied 
her rightful posiiion on the roll of Fume — at lea>t beside !Massachu- 
setts and Virginia — had she felt less regard for principles, and they more. 
Without seeking to establish a fictitious fame for her citizens, by an annual 
'* oration;'' and, notwithstanding the efforts of jiedagogu ns, of high and low 
degree, who have packed alike the school bdok.s ami the " standard histo- 
ries" with the loiirds of Massachusetts and Virginia, the city and the state 
of Xcw Vork, relying on the deeds of their children, wait patiently and 
confidently for the justice which belongs to them, knowing that the day i.i 
not far distant when every one shall be rewarded accordii g to his icorks. 

On the ]3th nf May, 1774, the inhabitant^ of Boston renewed their non- 
importation agreement, extending its ]trovi?ions lo the eiimmcrcc of the 
West India colonies of (dl nations: and a vote ot the town, together with 
a letter, were, on the same day, sput by the hands of hii old eorrespondeni, 
Paul Keverc,* to John Lamb, inviting the co-operation of the patriots of 
our city.+ 

On the 1 1th of May, and before Iho reecptiou of this dispatcdi. the t-ons 
of Liberty in Xew York addrep.'^od a letter to their brethren in Boston, 
•'rceommending to them the most vigorous measures, ai the most effectu- 
al, and giving assurance that the attitude assumed hy the Boatoniar.s 
would be lieartily sustained by their brethren in Xcw York.'"i 

The boldness of these pledge:^, and the recent display of the enorgv of the 

*"'Oa Tiif'-.Iny Evpiiiuc. MTi'.i Mnv, i::-], ' nrru .'J hrr^ Mr. Rererc, who raine Express fr..m l!-ja- 
l..n, which hp Wt An ?.itiir,l;iy nbfut .."■■1 ,ek in ibe Aft^™f...n." Molt's N. V. Jfium^l. I'.ST, Jlay ly, 
yr.i. P?p ttlio i;nin«s' X. v. dnz. Hurt MLfiury, 1Kb, May -.o, ITT-l. 

1 "At .1 >Uelin^ ftf Ihe FreehMJer? f^n.i r.th.-i^ Idhal.lUin.e ^f ihe T-.wn '.f D. ston.le-nlty qtmliBed aoA 
duly wHrnotl. in ]'iil.!ii' T, «n At^elinir Apseniblefl, b1 Fftnenil Ilnl'. ..n FriJ«v, tbe IS-.Ii Dht of Mnv, 
177-1. 

VOTLD 
TriATiti5 :lie (.p'mi.in uf lliis T.iwn, Ihftt if the oilier Ctjl-.nlei cme iiit,i « j..iiil Resuliilioa to =li-p all Im 
p.-.rlRlionfr(.mf;re.it Rririiin.and Expf.naiiuii U- fii&i( Britnln.aiiiWveryrnr; of the West Iiidi-a, till the 
Act for Dli.tkini,' iiji lliis Ilarti..ur lie r-j.enleJ, the same will j-.r^.ve the* SaK'iUi.m (ifN-rth Atneri.-fl. nr.d 
herLib^TtJ^^ — .11 ihe fvtherHanil. if they enntinue their Ki|..r1s Hml Imp>rt^, there is high Ueasoti lo 
fe^r.lbat Frniii, I' .wer, nnJ the ni.'..l -di ms ..ppreesiin «ill ri^o lr:iimt>ljftni -.ver Ili;;lil, .lii«ii,:#., srtilal 
Ihppioessand rreed-m. AM, nmro^vcr, lliat thin \,:i\f be f..irih\vitli ti-nnsiiiiiti-.l by the McMlt-rntrr, lu 
nil oiirSisier ColonieS; in th*; Xama ornl Behalf of Ihis Tv^^p. 

AU-st. WILl.TAM COOPER, T..^n C\fTi," 

G:iioes' X.Y. Gai.anlMer-ufy, IKS, V.-.r .?, i::4; Il.lfs N. V. JouniAl,lC3:, May 19, i::4. Riv- 
i .gton'B \. Y. Gnieiteer, 5T, Mny ]■.<. iT:4. Sot: al^.i lb.- IpIIpt. nl Unjlh, in Lpak«'s Life ff Ijjt.l. 
pages 8-1-&C. 

t Leaka'a Life of Lamb, prnre ST. 
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popular leaUer3, alarmed the Govoroor and UU party; and steps were 
taken, in connection with those of the patriots who hesitated or "trim- 
med,'' to counteract llie moveiuents and to control the action of iho 
ptoplc* Acoordinglvj a meeting was held nt the I^xchange, on Monday 
LV'cning. ^lay lb, 177-1, " to consult on measures proper to ho pursued on 
the present critical and importunt occasion," when "a very respectable and 
large number of the Merchants and other inhabitants did appear ;" nomi- 
]iated a new General Committee of Fifty-one persons '" to correspond 
with our sister L'ohinies njion all matters of moment;" and called a gene- 
ral meeting of the people, nt the Coffee ilouf^e, in Wall street, on Thurs- 
day, ^lay lyth, 10 confirm or alter the nomination t The ticket submitted 
to the people embraced many avowed royalistf, as wtdl as a number of those 
moderate men who had atipiicsced in the measures of the Government 
without formuliy severing their nominal connectu)n with the popular cause, 
and but few of the patriots were placed on the ticket ^ 

Hy dim of great efforts the ticket was confirmed on the 19lh. and at the 
first meeting of the Committee, on the 23d, tlio '' vote"' of Boston, was sub- 
mitted to it, and referred to a sub-committoc, composed of Alex. Mc- 
Uougall, Isaac Low, James Duane, and John Jay, tu prepare and report an 
answer. On the same evening thi? committee, or a majority of it, (for Mc- 
Dougall dissented, and presided at a meeting called to protest against it,) 
reported the answer, in which it is said, " While we think you justly en- 
tilled to the tlianks of your sister Colonies, for asking their advice on a ca^ie 
of such extensive consequences, we lament our inability to relieve your 
anxiety by a decisive opinion. The cat.se is ge.neral, anb concerns 

A WHOLE CONTI-NENT, WHO ARli EQL'AI,LY INTERESTED WITJI YOT: AND US; 

and we foresee that no remedy can be of avail unless it proceeds from the 
JOINT ACT A.Nl> Al'PKOljArlO^ OF ALL. From a virtuous and Spirited uuion 
much may be e-\pected, while the feeble cfTorts of a few will only be attend- 
ed with mischief and disappointment to themselves, and triu:nph to the 
adversaries of our liberty."' Tliey then suggest the meeting of ''a Congress 
of Deputies from the Colunietiii general," but name no time or place for 
its meeting.§ 

* I^akes Life uf Lauil., liT. Works .-1 Ootiv. .Monis, \..l. I, lip. iC— CC. 

t See adverlieement in HoIl'b X. V. Jcunuil, No. liST, May 19, i''-^. See «!«tv Kivintrivnt N, Y. 
'.iuscUfitrr, 67, ^!av 19, n";4 ; Gaines' N . Y. (nz. and llercnrv, Ills, MayOS, l';:4. 

X The oiiDutesof Oie OtMnminee, and tbe votes ol iu ineuiuets, whitli are publisbeJ, in lull, ;u"llie 
Ameriuiui Arehins,'" r-jui-th Scries. H..I. 1, f.iUoii 2y3 to C30, " ill fiiroibli ihe Ijeit eviJenca of tlie tnilti 
uf itiis renr.arl:. See alfi'.' Li.!ut. Gov. CuUlen'i dispHloh to tbe Earl of DurtmoiT, in the FBiiie volume, 
ful. .MT. It is proveil, alai>, by ihe ft)lk)winj?; ''Since llie iMeetiug ill (lie Cvffce-House tu ThurBday 
luet, the .Men-liantB and Meciianios, who were i[iposcd to the Comraiiiee of Correspondence looaiBiiDg 
.j|' filiy-one I'erson.-, Iiive, lor tbe Salutary Turpose of Union among: I'urselvei, agreeJ to tbiit Numbftr; 
!Luil th.1t l\i6 GeEtk-mer *vlio8e N^incs vv.Te pnUliabeJ in Mr. Gnints' lust Paper, be the Committee for 
Uiis City." llnlfe N. Y. J..nrnal, Itl-^. Mny -JG, i::-!. lionlor, vul. I, pope 36'?. 

g Am. Arch. F.,u-tli Series, vol. 1, f-jl. »3i'; Huifi >". Y. Joiirniil, No. 103S, May 26, V''i; GordOU't* 
lliet. Am. Rev. (London ed. I'.^ii,) vth i, pag«M 3«-2, SfiU-l; Gaine's N. Y. Gaiette ami Msrcury' 
m8,MaT2S; the Bame, 1170, May 30 ; and tbe samt. 1193, June S7, 1 7 74 ; and RlTinptou'a N. Y_ 
Gazetteer, 57, MnrlO ; and the same, Gl, May i!6, 1774. 
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Tim ipeojilc of Kallimorc, >.'c\v .)crsi>_v, nnil other places, aiiprovcd the 
action of the UostoniaiiF,* ivbile the mei'chjtiits of Plii!»delphia, fearing its 
effect on theii- l)usiia-5, joitieJ ivitli thutc of New i Uik in virtually con- 
demnin;^ lliciv course. t 

Wliilc the (io\eininentiil j-iirty w.:.= exulting <.\ef thissupjioired annihila- 
tioii of the .■^0115 of Libcitj.t and the Committee of Fifty-one, or rather 
the majority of it, i\ltc s.icrifieint; the intere.^t.s ot their ei-nntry on the 
altar of expediency, § tiie minority of the Commitlee and their ]iatriotic as- 
sociate? were ntit idl^. i>0£t'>n looked lo '" those i^-orihy member? of to- 
ciety, the tradesmen, imder dod. to form the revfdutioji tit the otlier ranks 
of citizens in fhihidelpliia and iS'ew "^'ork.'"!) and they did not look in vain. 

'I he Son.^ of Liberty were not slow in decitllny what the effects of this 
course on the jiart 01' the Committee woukl be; and when, on the -ith of 
July, 177 1, AlcLJoii^nll's motion, referrinj^ tlio names jiruposed for members 
of the (ieucrai ( "ngrefs about to be held Iil Phlladeliibiti '■ lu the Commit- 
tee of Meclianies, for their coneuiience," befoie they were submitted "to 
the freeholders and freemen of this city ainl eoiii;ty for their ai.iirobation," 
was rejected, and the ticket " referred oidy to the town at large." imme- 
diate action wu.? ilcemed necessary.'. Accortiiiigly. on Tuesd.iy, Jidy 5, 
the following ctill was issued:** 

*■ 'I he enemies of the liberties of Ai}uricn being nnwearied in misrepre- 
eentiiig the attachment.'! of the inhabitantsef this city tothe comuiou cause 
of this country to the neighboring Colonies, a number of citizens think it 
highly nece.s.-ary to convene the good licojile of this metropolis in the Fields, 
on *»>d)ifW«i/ next, which will be the (ith instant, at six ■.'clock, in the 
evening, where every friend lo the true interests of this distressed country 
is earnestly retjuested to attend, when motters of the utmost importance to 
their reputat'iou.= and security as freemen will be communicated. Tuc.idny, 
otii July, I77i." 

Ai the time iippointed, a vast concourse of people assembled, and Ale.x- 
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ander McUougall, (a member of the commUtec, and the mover of the reso- 
lution which was rejected on the preceding Monday,) was called to the 
Chair. 

" The business of tlie m9eting being fully explained by the Chairman, 
and the dangerous tendency of the numerous and vile arts used by the ene- 
mies of America, to divide and distract her councils, as well as the misrep- 
resentations of tho virtuous intentions of tho citizens of this metropolis, in 
this interesting and alarming state of the liberties of America, the follow- 
ing Resolutions were twice read, and tho question being separately put on 
each of them, they were passed without one dissentient: 

" 1st. Resolred, iiem. con. That tho statute commonly called the Boston 
Port Act, is oppre.^sive to the inhabitants of that town, unconstitutional in 
its principles, and dangerous to the liberties of Britifh AriKrica; and that, 
therefore, we consider our brethren at Boston as now suffering in the com- 
mon cause of these Colonies. 

" 2d. Resolved, nem. eon. That any attack or attempt to abridge the liber- 
ties, or invade tho Constitution of any of our sister Colonies, is immedi- 
ately an attack upon tho liberties and Constitution of all tho British 
Colonies. 

"3d. Resolved, nem. con. That the shutting up of any of the ports ia 
America, with intent to exact from Americans a submission to Parliamen- 
tary taxation, or extort a reparation of private injuries, is highly uncon- 
stitutional, and subversive of the commercial rights of the inhabitants of 
this Continent. 

"4th. Resolved, nem. con. That it is tho opinion of this meeting, that if the 
principal Colonies on this Continent shall come into a joint resolution to 
stop all importation from, and exportation to Great Britain, till the act of 
Parliament for the blocking up of tho harbor of Boston, be repealed, the 
same will prove tho salvation of North America and her liberties; and 
that, on the other hand, if they continue their exports and imports, there 
i.s great reason to fear that fraud, power, and the most odious oppression, 
will rise triumphant over right, justice, social happiness, and freedom; 
Therefore, 

"5th. Resolved, nem. con. That the Deputies who shall represent this 
Colony in the Congress of American Deputies, to bo held at Philadelphia, 
about the first of September next, are hereby instructed, empowered, and 
directed to engage with a majority of the principal Colonies, to agree for 
this city upon a non-importation from Great Britain, of all goods, wares, 
and merchandises, until tho Act for blocking up tho harbor of Boston be 
repealed, and American grievances be redressed; and also to agree to all 
such other measures as the Congress shall in their wisdom judge advancive 
of these great objects, and a general security of the rights and privileges of 
A»ierica. 

" 6th, Resolved, mm. con. That this meetingwiU abide by, obey, and ob- 
serve all such resolutions, determinations, and measures, which the Con 
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gress aforesaid shnll come into, and direct or recommend lo be done, for 
obtaioing and sccuriog the importaot ends meationed in tbe foregoing 
rcsolutioDs. And that an engagement to this effect bo immediately 
entered into and sent to the Congress, to evince to them our readiness 
and determination to co-operate with our sister Colonies for the relief of 
our distressed brethren at Boston, as well ae for the securily of our common 
rights and privileges. 

" 7th. Resolved, nem. cm.. That it i.-^ ihe opinion of this meeting that it 
would be proper for every county in the Colony, without delay, to send two 
Deputies, chosen by the peoplf , or from the Committees chosen by them in 
each County, to hold in conjunction with Deputies for this city and county, 
a Convention for the Colony, (on a day lo be appointed,) in order to elect 
a proper number of Deputies to represent the Colony in the general Con- 
greaa. But that, if the counties shall conceive this mode impracticable or 
inexpedient, they shall be requested to givo their approbation to the Dep- 
uties who shall bo chosen by this city and county to represent the Colony 
in Congress. 

" 8th. Resolved, neni.ccn.. That a subscription should immediately be set 
on foot for the relief of such poor iohabitants of Bcstcn as are, or may be 
deprived of the means of subsistance, by tho operation of the Act of Par- 
liament for stopping up the Port of BoUcn. The money which shall arise 
from such subscription to be laid out as tbe city Committee of Correspon- 
dence shall think will best answer the cud proposed. 

*' 9th. Resolved, nem. con.j That the city Committee of CoiTCspondencebe, 
and they arc hereby instructed, to use their utmost endeavors to carry these 
resolutions into execution . 

^^ Ordered, That these Rosolutiuns be printed in the pi^blic newspapers of 
this city, and transmitted to the different counties in this Colony, and to 
the Committees of correspondence for the neighboring Colonics."* 

Not the least interesting feature of this meeting, which was ever after- 
wards known as " the great meeting in the fields," was the introduction, 
for the first time, of the gifted Alexander Hamilton into the political coun^ 
cils of America. His son and biographer thus alludes to it.f " The meas- 
ures of this meeting were of the dcei>est moment. The more cautious pol- 
icy of the committee of correspondence had not kept pace with the feelings 
of the people at large, nor with those of their more ardent leaders, and 
it was determined by a decisive act to take a position from which the Col- 
ony could not recede. To add to the solemnity of the occasion, the perse- 
cuted McDougall was invited to preside, and resolutions framed by him 



•Am. ArchivCH. Fourth Mties, Vol. I, ful. ai2, JIS : " UU of Alts. Hduiiilon," by Lib bun, Vol. I, 
pagei 21-23; Holt's X. Y. Journal, No. 1M4, July ', 17:4; Gttinet' N. V. Gii. nnd Slercnry, IISS. 
Jnly II ; andRivingtOD'i N, Y. GaieUeer.Co, July 14, 1*74. 

+ "Lifo cf Al«ztindflr Himillon, by his son, John C. Hnmillon. Vfl. I, p*ig*8 2?-r. 
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were adopted. It was on this interesting occasion, that Hamilton, then 
seventeen years of afre, first took part in tlic public deliberations. It has 
been related to ha\c been hi.' habit to wall; several hours each day under 
the shade of some largo trees wliiuh stood in Baitoaii, now l>y street, talk- 
ing to himself in an undertone of voiee, apparently ongiiged in deep 
thought, a practice which he continued through life. This circumstance 
attracted the attention of his neighbors, to whom ho was known as " the 
young West Indian," and led them to engage in conversation with him. 
One of them remarking the vigor and maturity of his thoughts, urged him 
to address this meeting, to which all the patriots were looking with the 
greatest interest. From this seeming intrusion, ho at iirst recoiled, but 
after listening attentively to the successive speakers, and finding several 
points untouched, he presented himself to the assembled multitHdo. The 
novelty of the attempt, his youthful countenance, his slender and diminu- 
tive form, awakened curiosity and arrested attention. Overawed by the 
scene before him, he, at first, hesitated and faltered ; but, as he proceeded 
almost unconsciously to utter his accustomed reflections, his mind warmed 
with the theme, his energies were recovered, and after a discussion, clear, 
cogent, and novel, of the great princii>lcs involved in the controversy, ho 
depicted in glowing colors the long continncd and long endured oppressions 
of the mother country; he insisted on the duty of resistance, pointed to 
the means and certainty of success, and described the waves of rebellion, 
sparkling with fire, and washing back on the shores of England the wrecks 
of her power, her wealth, and her glory. The breathless silence ceased as 
he closed, and the whispered murmur, ** It isa collegian I It is acoUegian!" 
was lost in loud expressions of wonder and applause at the extraordinary 
elo'{ue»ec of the young stranger." 

rho following day (July 7, 1774) the Crcneral Connnitteo met, and, after 
reconsidering their action on ^IcDougal'.s motion, (rejected on the preceding 
Monday) and recognizing, toa limited e.ttent, the Committee of ^Mechanics,* 
a resolution was adopted, disavowing and condemning the proceedings of 
"the great meeting in the fields," above alluded to; and ordered the resolu- 
tion of disapproval to be '■ immediately printed at large, '"f being the fir.st 
item of the transactions of tlie Committee which had been allowed to be 
published. Eleven membcrsof theComuiittce, including Lewis, McDongall, 
and Sears, charged the vote for publishing the resuhiiion of disavowal to a 
desire on the part of the majority "that it might be sent home by the pack- 
et," prove a disunion among tlic people, and retard a redress of grievances; 
and, with an address to the people e.vplaining the matter, tliey withdrew 
from the Cnuuuittce.+ 

■• Am. Arfliivi'!'. Fourlli series, ^l.1. f, lul. 3'r.<-l ':. 

\ Am ArvliivCft. V^nnii series. v(.l. 1, f..l. 311-1'2; Dell's N. V. JoiiniMl, N'.i. 1644. .Inly 7. 1"4; 
(laineB' X. Y. Cina. nnii Ifercury, lliS, July 1], ninl Riving^ton'fi X. Y. Cat., 65, July 14, n 74. 

i Am. .\r,?hivpa. I'nunli EeriM, vol. I, fill. 313-14', Holt's V. Y. Jo ir. IC45, July l'>; Gftiuss' N. Y. 
(.4a7,. and Mercury, 11S5, July 11 ; ami Rivington's N". Y. Cnz. 6a, July 14, 1774, 
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Tlic proceedings of tlic Committee of Fiftj-one, in connection with " the 
meeting in the iields," hcic tciminatcd, and to other pens, engaged in other 
hirinehcs ol inquiry, will he left nn examination of its- .subsequent pro- 
ceedings. 

In ihirch. 177.5. the Commims again became the .=eenc of a cunteft, more 
comical than seriou.^ in iis character, betivcen the Sons of Liberty and some 
(if Iheir recreant brclliren. On the ?ccond of that month* the general 
Coiuniittcc (pf Covrosponilcncc called a meeting of the freeholders and free- 
men of the city, to bo held at the Exchange, on .Monday. .March 6th, at 12 
o'clock. " to signify their .^ense of the be.'^t uiethod of choosing the Dele- 
gates '' to the Congrcs.s of the United Colonics, " and whether they will 
appoint a certain number of perym..^ to meet ?uch depnties as: the counties 
ma}' elect for that purpose, and join with them in appointing out of their 
body, delegates for the next Congress." 

■• On Friday evening (.\forch .3d) a Xinnlier of Person.^ who disapproved 
of the Proposal made by the Committee,"' met at the house of the widow 
l)c La Monlagnie elected as their Chairman ilr. John Thiirber, (whoin- 
frodaced the resolution in the Committee of fifty-one, disavowing the 
resolve? of " the great meeting in the fields,"' already alluded to ; and who 
declined to act on the couunittec appointed to convey to the iviwesentatives 
of the city the sentiments of their constituents, in December, 17Ci), when 
the supply for the troops had been voted by the Assembly;) and decided to 
attemjit the poslponcniciit of the proposed meeting until April 20th, and to 
publish a liandbill desiring those who were of their sentiments to meet them 
there on Jlonday, the 6th, at 10 a. :«., and proceed from thence to the 
Exchange, 

" A ^Number of the Fi-iemls of Constitutiunal J^iberly, hearing of this 
Manoiivre, and apprehemiinga Scheme was on Foot to defeat the Design of 
.=ending fielcgatcs to the Congress, met on the next Kvcning, and deter- 
mined to snpi>urt the Committee, of whose A"irtuc ami Patriotism we have 
had ample JO.'iiicrience. At the Close of the Meeting, a tientlcman having 
informed the Company, iliat the Owners of the S^hiji Btiilnh, (some time 
since arrivcil from London,) had not performed their Promise of sending 
her Jlack, and tliat the Committee Boat had left her.— about three hun- 
dred Citizens unanimniisly determined to wait upon the Owners, to Know 
why the Ueulali had i!ot sailed, and recpiircd the Cajitain's repairing imme- 
diately on board his ship, then lying at the Watering l>lace, in order to her 
Departure with the liist fair Wind. This Service was cflcctivcly Performed, 
and the nctt Day the Vessel fell ilown to the Uook, whence she put to i^ea 
on Tuesday last. 

■■ Larly on Monday morning I'lcjiaratioDS were made for the i]ceting on 
the Exchange : A Lnion 1- lag, with a lU'd Field, was hoisted on the Liberty 
Pole, where, at nine o'clock, the Friends of Freedom assembled, and having 

* HoU'i N. V. Joiinul, lo:*, Jlwrh •-', lITi. 
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got intu pnipLT Kciitihioss. nbuut 11 nVlock. i!ic H-Ay began tliuir Ahiix-b to 
t'-iu E.\i;liiU!<:o. 'Vhi'y Wfiv :i( tciKloJ by Music: ami two :<tninUii-d Bearers 
t'iinifil a liu^i; L uioii K1:i|^, Aviih u iJIiu; Piehl, on wljicb wore the following 
InK'rii'ti«'ii.< : lln-ii-u,: ill. |{i-:x ami tmi-: Liui-irnts t»F AiiniiirA. No 
l'ui'F.!:v. t 'ii thu iilhL'i- : '.riiic ;m )\ uj- i iii: ("oi.(imi:s, .ami nin mkas- 
i"iii:s iir THK Co.^ol;v:sy. Smur 'I'lim- aftor they hinl ;int\-ril iit the Vlx- 
cbangecMtnoalsoiIu' oth"r< 'uinpirny who bad met at t ho Widow OoLaMon- 
laghia's, anion;; Avhnin wen- .-■Jon.'* 'fhi-MM-s of tho Army and Navy, several of 
his iMajofrty's Conni.-ii, and tbiiM- .MtMnbt-r.s oltbt.' Hi.ii.'-o of itcpresentotivos 
wh«i had n'fn-ii.'d taking' iidn t.'nn^idcration tlio P)<»i?ct'dini;'* of the Congi'cs?, 
toj^C'iher wilh t'lliei-is of the Cu^lnin-i. and other Iicpcnrtiims of the Court, 
Arc. Sunn aftur iho Parties met, -^nnu.' (."nufiision aroFC, but subsided with- 
out any had ( 'uns'C(iiiL-nce?.--Tlnl {.'jiaiiman of the foiniuittee then pro- 
ceeded to fxiilain the I'oiirn of the Mectintr, after which he proposed the 
folhiwiiif; (iueslions, viz: 

" Fir:*t (.^ut'stii.n. — Whether a coilahi Xumber of ppr5ons phall be appuintcd 
and auihorixcd to meet ^neh Deputies as the ("ouiuies may elect, and join 
with them for the sole ul>ject of ajipointinf; out uf their Body, on tho 20th 
of April next, JJelegate? to the next ("onjrresd 1. 

'•Second Qucsti(tn. — A\'heth('r thi? Mi'eiine: will authorize the Comraittee 
to nominate eleven Deputies, for their Approbatiun "! 

'■ Both whieh were earned in the Affirmative. The "Meeting, and the Ma- 
jt^rity which determined the Questions, are supposed to have been the most 
numerous and respectable evt-r known in this City on the Decision of any 
Pnbliek Proposal. The Business of the Day being finished, the Friends 
of Krcedom paraded thro' one ^A' tho principal Streets of the City to the 
Liberty Pule, and there di.~p<.'rPc<l in the mor't f^uict and orderly Manner."* 

There is no doubt a portion of Uiose who formed the procession lingered 
arouml the pole after Hil- atljournment, to talk over the transactions of the 
day; and while they were thus engaged, a recreant "Son of Liberty /'named 
William ("unninj^hani, aei-ninpauied by a John Hill, approached the spot 
and attacked .^oinr of tho:'e wlnt stood there. ** striking a number of per- 
sons witli a stiek, and being itvcrpowercd they went away, and returned 
with -wcird.^, ujanifotly with a malicious design. After drawing their 
swoid?, and luuling one or more per^■onF, they were disarmed, fled, 
were ],nr>;ued. taken, and coniinitied to gn:i]. Cunningham had taken 
Mieiter in a nece:^sary hou>=o, from whence he was with difficulty taken. 
On the whole, it appears ihat the.'^e two men, only, were guilty of misbehav- 
iour at the Liberty Pole, on the (ilh instant, and that their Charge agaia-st 
(he eomjijiny assembled llioro. particularly iMesj-r?:. Kichards and Vandyck, 
f.'s a <^inundler-s .-lander. "'f 

*iIult'£N. V.-l-iiniuI, lr.i:i, ^[fln■ll '.<, K;5. S^.- hIsm i;..ri|..n"6 Iliet. Am. Kev., V:il. I, pii-e 4:-2; 
an,\ Uiilnt-'l.iiV N. V. L-::T.tn'-.'.'9, M.ir<li P. IITj. 

i Cuiiiuiimioiui' n, sit;iie.i " A Nfiflibmr (.■ Ok- A'.'ciiBtil," in Ifclt's N. Y. Joiinml, ICSl, RLirch ■?^ 
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(>ii the otlitT liaml. Cunningham and Hill assert that tlioy Avcre crossing 
the C'cniraiin wlun tbev were altiickpd l>y two hundred men. who were 
asEcmbkil around the Pole, lohlcil of a watdi, and required to "Curse 
King I Icorge," being severely Ircaled on their rcl"M?al to do so.' There is 
abuifclant evidence, both ngrecing. that Cunningham, — who was subse- 
<liiently known as the ■■ I'nr{fl Jlnrslmll." Inning custody ol' the Ameri- 
can prisoners who were eoniined in the building now known as *' the Hall 
nf JJecords;"— was .'evenly haniUed, and it if highly probable the intense 
hatred with which be regarded (lie Patriots, originated in the cvent« of 
the 6th of Slarch, ITT,"). 

The Governor of ^lassachusetts, desiring to furnish additional accommo- 
dation for the tiu()['f then in L'ostoi!. or cxyieeted soon to arrive there, 
had determined to build new barracks for that purpose. The workingmen 
of Boston, however, refused to perform the labor, and when application 
was made to those in mir city to undertake it. they also re.«pectfully de- 
clined.t 

About the same time it was .nseeitained that contracts had been made. 
in this citj'.for the lumber necessary to erect the Bnrr<icks above alluded to. 
and to supply the troops quartered in Boston with straw necessary for their 
use, and measures were adopted to prevent their shipment. S'everal meet- 
ings were held, at one of whicli, held at the Liberty Pole, on the Common, 
ou the 6th of April, 1775, Jlessrs. John Lamb and Marinus Willcti pre- 
sided ; the former addrcs.-iug the meeting, apprised it of the jjurposes to 
which the straw and lumber were to be applied, and exhorted his hcarer.= 
lo interpose and prevent the sbipmetit. Captain I,-«ac Pears followed, 
calling on the people M nivii, a,iit lo si'j'pty thriiisrivcs uitli licnil!/-fovr 
rcumts of nnwniiiilif'ti.— n recommendation which ivns promptly agreed 
to.J 

In accordance with the unlcis of tins meeting, a slooj) laden with lumber 
was taken by the Committee, and its crew forbidden to iiroceoil on the 
voyage: and the straw intended for the .'^ame destination, was als.-" 
stopped.? 

The inflammatory speech of ^cars, and his snbsecjucnt nclivily iu carry- 
ing out the instructions of the meeting, attracted the attention of the gov- 
ernment, and he was arrested and taken before the ^layor. l\efushigto 
give bail, as MelJougal bad done before, a mittimus w.ismade out com- 
mitting him to iirison, but he wa.? immediately reseucd by the people, and 
carried in triumph through the eiiy.i! 
The following account of these transactions, taken from the govcrnmsni 
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paper, will not only show th« Tory side of the question, but, also, servo as 
an example of Ihe newsfjaper literature of that day,* when political oppo- 
nents wore the subject. 

"Mr. RlVrXGTOX, 

" Bo pleased to insert the following in your paper, and if any 
person coneeivts himself injured by any thing contained in it, the facts 
,=hall be iJiibllcly proved by the most unexceptionable evidence. 

"That the tranriuility of this city and province has long given great um- 
brage to a set of folks among u.<, must have been evident from the frequent 
bnzzings of those little harmless insects, who have at length made a feeble 
essay to sting as well as to make a noise. .Sensible that in a calm they 
must grovel in the dirt, they luave tried to raise a storm, by which they 
hope to he elevated into notice. 

"On the instant, the Committee of In.'peclion published an Advertise- 
ment, in which they declare, with respect to nails, " That though the man- 
ufacture.' which have been since (the hit noii-impoiiatkn) established, 
will supply mere than snjjirknt for our r.wn rmiaumpiwn^ wc apprehend it 
would be imprudent thus rashly to part with what wo have in store ; espe- 
cially as this .^udden e.\portation has given jnst grounds Air sufficient 
alarm." 

"No sooner did this notice appear in public, than a rcrtain set, in eonsc- 
quenee of it (the direction being to the RESirLCT.^uLE inhabitants) assem- 
bled first at I'hilips's beer iiouse, ne-\t at Sardin's, then at the Liberty 
I'olc, and lastly at Van Dcr "Water's ; at which several meetings (tremble 
Lor(t Norlli, and be dismayed ye Tories !) Mr. .Marinus Willet, yes, Mr. 
Murinus Willot, — and Mr. John Lamb were Chairmen 

"Having dispatched the poor l'o.7/r/iS by a ^'ote, tliat they were foes to this 
countryt entered into upon the vote of ilr. James Aliier, a new and im- 
portant subject arose for debate. It was suggested that Mr. Ralph Thur- 
mun, had been employed in pncking slraif, and iMr. Robert Harding in 
piirc}uisin^ bnurth to be sent to Boston. This was a heinous crime, and a 
Committee was ordered from the body assembled on the iust. to wait on 
those two truilors to their country. Mr. Harding was out, so th.at ho was 
spared for that night, bnt unfortnuatcly his daughter was at home, and 
terrified at the fdnniilablr appearance, fell into fits. This however was a 
trifling consideration to men engaged in the rnnsc of liberty. — Mr. Thur- 
man, it seems was so obstinate, and such an inveterate foe to his country, 
that he presumed to call in question the power of this body, to interfere 
with liU private affairs. — L'n]iardonablc impudence ! 



» Rivillgloii's N. Y. tiiizetteor, 105. .Vpril -10, 1715. 

t Alluding tn the proceeittngs Rt a meeting of tbe Siitia of Liberty, ou tbe 6tb April, wben " MeBBrF. 
William and Henry L'elick,'' for na alleged viulalion of tbe flgreement, were declared " inTelerete foes 
to AmericBD Freedom." Oiiiues' X. Y. ^lerciiry, 1231, April 17, 1775, Holt's N. Y. Jour. 1684, April 
13, 1175. 
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"At this uieethi),', wliieh was ilnhjnutificd, very ll'W attL'iulu.l. but altlio' 
Captain Sears complained that lie was di.'r'iirU'il wliile lio ivas ci)ga-cil in 
tlienn.wn cm si:, yot "tis evident that Furlunc eojii-jiiicd I'l make Ills glory 
the more cun^pieuoiis, as if ilelermi.ifd thar nor.o shonid deprive lilm 
nr the honor of a motion lie made, iviiieli ivn?. Ibat •cv;,;/ mtin i^hnnlil 
jii-iii-iilr liiiiisetf ii-iih f:iin- intr/ hveiiti/ rniiifln.' 

"Ani.itlier meeting however was hy adjonrnmeiU lixed npoii for Satnrday 
ihclJth instant nt I.ihrrli/ I'lJc. .Moan wiiile eoini.laini hoin^' made of 
tlie.^e proeeedinss. as ilifordorly and ahrem-h of the law, ihe Mj!,'lstraioS 
issued a warrant ag-ainst Cajitain ^ears ; he was aiiiaeheuded and carrio.l 
before the HAVon. Bail was demanded. Ijut tliis behifr a violation of lib- 
erty, was refused. A Mittimus wa.s; therefore issued, and the illusiriuu.! 
prisoner carried toward.^ l!ie goal- I.nt this was the height of arbitrary 
power, the very fiuintessenee of Toryism; and as it would doubtless have 
given Lord Xorth groat ]"leasure, it wa? not to be entbircd; the Cajttnin was 
therefore set at liberty from the officiMS of jnstiee, and led in triumpli 
through the town. 

'■AccoiU]ianied by a number of his friends, with etdors llying, tilc t.'aptain 
proeeeded throughthe Fly, Wall Street, and Ihnail Way, to the Liberty 
Pole. Among lliose wlio were near him, were JNlr. Ivcr?, Mr. Alner, 
Mr. Richard Li^■i^lg5ton, and ilr. IJoorbach. 

'•At si.\ o'clock the Cajnain, attended with a large crowd, mounted a 
rftstrura prej-ared for him in the fields: from whence, like the ]")evil in 
Milton. 

Il.v merit raised 

To that Ti.\r> eminence 

lleopened the business by a circumstantial reca[iitulaiiou idt'acis. id' which 
his own merit, the good he had dnne, and the cvil.s he had nvci'ted, made 
a considerable part. A( length the I'oUowing question was put ; 

'■'V.hether a .S'oii 0/ /.itoVy ought to give bailor not.' Which was, 
carried in the .nuj.m'ivi!. This occasioned tliree }iiizz'is, in whicii Captain 
Alexander Mcl.lougall, who was near Captain Scars, bore no small piirt. 
It should not be omitted, that when (.'aptain .'-^eais had done, iJr. Par- 
don ISurlingham mounted the stage, and harangued the people, and re- 
commended going to the delimiuents for siiiisfaction . 

■■ From the Fields they repaired to Thurmaii's and Harding's, and liav- 
ing endeavoured to e.\tort confessions from them, thar they !iad doue 
wrong, and to pre\ail on them to ask pardon : These gentlemen refused 
both, insisting that ,ns they had been .guilty of no violation af any law, 
agreement or as.«ociation, they would sooner die than a.'k jiariion. 

For fear of being too proli.x, I shall omit the exploit to TurUe Bmj, 
the march to the Tmnipnil in the Xorth River, in conscfiuence of which 
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she Wiisi cul off from the wharf',* ami the huzzaing thiuugh the tu%vu, 
and cry uf Nu Euavds ! ut iho Albanij Fier ; Avhlch being on thii eveninj; 
of Captain J^an-nun^s airiviil, doubtless piueoodod fiom their joy on the 
»3'00d tidhiyf: he biuiiLvht.t ami it; a mark of iheii- gralUn(li\ anda [iroof 
that thc-y are fietuat^il by in^lhinii but tlio pure dictates id' /iherdf. 

"Tlie aboVL- contains a na native of the tran.-^actions which have disturbed 
the town fur u fni'tni;i!it pa.^t, and which T desire, J\ir. Kivinyton, you 
will not omit iuj-ertini; In your paiicr; for while tlie mo:^t geditious and 
intbinunatory papers arc- daily publi.'lied, tendin;; to alienate tlio mind:: 
of the people from our gracious King (one nf whieh is now circulating 
about the city, and read with avidity by tIlo^e who Ijave proscribed your 
paper, because .^ouic of your correspondents presume to think and write 
for //jf//f-5e/rc-',) a custi'nicr claims it as aright to hold np tbeso matiers 
to the public. AVhile we arc determined to conti-nd against the tyranny 
of a Eriti.-'h V'arliameni and Ministry, let uh not establish the sway 
of a mob, which includes ilespotism, the mufjt cruel and severe of all 
others. Many fellow citizen.-^ have been deluded by the cry of liberty, 
which hap been held up to them im- the reason for these violences. They 
are now undeceived ; but f^o daring a violation of the good order and police 
of the city, so llagitious an insult ou Magistracy and contempt of laws, 
ought not to be paj-sed over with impiuiity ; for let us remember, the 
restraints of the law are the security of liberty. 

AXTl-TJCi-:NTIOT;SNESS." 

Ou the 24th the news of the affair at Cuncord wa.s received, as well as 
that of the battle of Lc.xingloii. The people, headed by Lamb, Sears and 
McUougal. at once took jiossession of the City liall,^ distributed the arm;! 
which were kept there, detained every vct^sel then in port which was up for 
the Eastern Cidonic-*, demanded and received the keys uf the Custom 
[louse, dismissed tiie olrlecrs and closed the building, *■ sending notices to 
Piiiladeiphia and elsewhere, cf what they had done, and calling upon all 
good putrif'ts [o iViIlow their example. '"§ 

A grand Committee uf ;!=afety was organized : those who 5U[.plied the 
British forces with provisions were seized ; and associations for the purpose 
uf drilling Were orgauii^od. 

^^hortly afterwards rumors v.-ere lieard of the approach of IrOops, from 



" Allii-lin? to Ihd seiiilire of HU' inililwrv si.Tfs iil Tnrlle Bay, i-n of Funj- BcvenlL sirctl, in ihis city ; 
.nml the stiiziire of nied.ler, «iili >-i-<ref, l.el..i>:iiig to tlic Asia jnnn-cf-iviir. :Mr. T.osEir^'(I'iiild Uork, 
v.fl.2, ytigi- ■i'.l,) stil.s Ihiit Ihi'tf*- IrHnh-nt-tii-iTwtotk i>U\ci ..nilie 50lli Jiily,I.-iit llts JiulliorUy .^uote'I Bhyws 
)iis error, 

t AlUi-tiiiy l'> ilie rpjei-tion i-f ClirvthriTii'a Bill f.( RecpiiL-iliiilion, \<y tliH Huuca of Lords, Febninry 
I, K:5,inf..niiiilinn of which hnd Won rfc.-ivi'it by t!ii- imikot, ihi; Krirl .if I'lmmur.', CHjit. Lftwrenre, 
nil the 11th uf April 

J Slsndinij on the eiU tf llie (.'iisi-m MoiiBe, in Wall btrect. 

§ LeaTte'aLifijof Lftmb, 102. Lowiiig's FieiaHouk, \ol. 2, p. "TOS. Ci'lJeo'e Am. Rev, Tf.I, 9,pp. 3-6. 
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Ireland, iind the Provincial Congress invited Gen. Wooster, then in com- 
mand of eighteen hundred Connecticut militia, at Greenwich, to come to 
the defence of the city. The great ability of thi? officer wa? required where 
50 important a work iras to be done, and, in June, 1775, he came, and a 
portion of hi? troops occupied the Common. 

During the remainder of the year and the beginning of 1776, the royal- 
ists steadily gained ground, allhough the Generals, Lee and Lord Stirling, 
energetically discharged the duties which devolved on them a." command- 
ants of this post ; and it was not until the evacuation of Boston, in March, 
1776, and the transfer of the Continental forces, with Washington at their 
head, that the patriot.s regained the ascendency. 

While the troops, under the command of General \Va5hin<;ton, were in 
the city, a portion of them occupied the Common, and here the Declaration 
of Independence was published to the army. The commander-in-chief 
received an official copy of the immortal document on the 9th of July. 
" with instructions tn have it read to the troops. He immediately issued 
an order for ihe several brigades then in or near the city, to be drawn up 
at eix o'clock that evening, to hear it read by their respective command- 
ers, or their aids. The brigades were formed in hollow squares on their 
respective parades. The venerable Zaehariah Greene, (commonly known 
as " Parson Greene," the father-in-law of 3Ir. Thompson, historian of 
Long Island,) yet living at Hempstead, at the age of ninety-three years, 
informed me that he belonged to the brigade then encamped on the *' Com- 
mon," where the City Hall now stands. The hollow square was formed at 
about the spot where the Park Fountain now is. He .*ays Washington was 
within the square, on horseback, and that the Declaration was read in a 
clear voice by one of hib aids. When it was eonclnded, three hearty 
cheers were given."* This incident, of itself, is sufficient to consecrate the 
Park to Freedom, yet how few of the inhabitants of this busy city ever 
bring this scene to mind, while they are huirying past the spot. 

Shortlj' after this event the British look ]>ossession of our city, having 
overcome the jiatriot forces on Long Island, August 27, 1776 ; and during 
the ensuing seven years "the Common" was chiefly celebrated as the 
Scene of the horrible cruelties exercised' by the notorious William Cun- 
ningham, the ■' Provost Marshall " of the city. This wretch, through the 
influence of Gen. Gage, it is said, received an appointment.which appears to 
have placed him at the head of the police of the city, and as is well said by 
a modern writer, " It makes the blood curdle to read of the suflcrings of 
those who fell under the sway of that monster, so devilish in all hi.= ways. 
The miseries of others seemed to give him gi-eat delight; and often, in the 
sight of the starving prisoners, would he kick over a pail of soup or scatter 
a ba.«kct of fruit or cold victuals which some benevolent hand had placed 

• LcMiuf's Fiiild Bouk of lh« RevolulioD, Vol. 2, page 601, Xolf S, whk-h i» rcnfimfd by llie otnl 
iMtimony ot J. VT. MonltDi, Esq., Ihe hislurian nf Xnv Yorli. 
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upon the (looi-stouc with the hope that it might nourish the famished 
50ldie,s ! Tradition says he was hung at >;ewgate, in England ; but the 
records of tlmt prison, examined by ir.-. Kanerofl. exhibit no sueh 
name.'"'' 

Soon after liis appointment, in 1776, (hut the preeia- date is not known,) 
Cunningham revenged himself, for the insult oftcved to him on the (ith of 
-\lareh, 177.5. by euttin;; down the Liberty Pole, which, for more than ten 
years had graced '■ the Common :'•+ and. afterwards, in his ollieial capa- 
city, added now terrors to the '^.\ewGo:il" or " Provost, ":t which still 
serve to connect his name with all that is inf:.muus. 

•■ The New .Jail, or ' the Piovost,' (now the Hall of liecords,) was des- 
tined," says Piuiiird.§ " for the more notorious rebels, civil, naval, and mil- 
itary. An admis.^ion into this modem bastile was enough to appal the 
stoutest hearl . On the right hand of the main door || was Capt. Ciinning- 
ham's i|uarters; opposite to which was the guard-room. Within the 
first barricade was j^ergeant (J'Keefe's apartment. At the entrance door 
two sentinels were posted, day and night. Two more at the first and sec- 
ond barricades, which were grated, barred, and chained ; also, at the rear 
door, and on the platform at the grated door, at the foot of the second 
flight of stairs, leading to the rooms and cells in the second and third 
stories. When a prisoner, escorted by soldiers, was led into the hall, the 
whole guard was paraded, and he was delivered over, with all formality, 
to Capt. Cuuningliam or his deputy, and fpiestionedas to his name, rank, 
size, age, &;c., all of which were entered in a record book. What with the 
bristling of arms, uubolting of bars and locks, clanking of enormous iron 
chains, and a vestibule as dark as Erebus, the unfortunate captive might 
well shrink under this infernal sight and ]iarade of tyranieal power, as 
ho crossed the threshold of that door which possibly closed on him for 
life. The northeast chamber, turning to the left, on the second floor, 
(now ucrnpicil bi) our frienil Tim/iUfU (ini liis m-^iiiri'ites of t!ir Compliol- 

* L<.'S:!ii(;'a l-icM U'jiik, Vol. i, piiges 'i"',-:. 

+ DunlHp's llUlury nt \ew York, V..i. I, p&;,v 4;i'. 

i The New Juil, under Ihc Ccit.jiiiitI ^'mvernment, wni n uiniiriwe, evirn to thitt ii^t, ul de»[)ulii]ui ; ..tml 
III,. uuiviipAperii oftbiist) tiiiiBGOV'iiiaiii friiijut^nt noticed hUe tlie ftjtioiviiii; : 

"The Debtors cor.llueil hi the lioat of :lie City of N'eiv V.jilf, iiiipreaaeil with (i yrjilet'iil Scosu of the 
fbiigatt^os they are under to the re.<-pertab]e I'ublic for the i^eneroiig C'Dtributt'D^ IhAt have been 
made jor tlieni, beg Lenve to retnrn their Kin.rere nnd hearty Thniikii for the Rame, liuriicjlnrly to the 
Worahii.fol the Corporalion of the City of Xew York, t.' the Ucveraiid the Clergy of the English, 
t^uleb.nnd I'resbyterhin Ctiiiruhe?, nod their reapeeiivu CongregationE, by wliose generous Doimtione 
they have been conirorUhlyRn])t)orted during 'he last Winter, nnd preserved from {leriahing in H dreary 
I'riaon witli Hunger and Cold."' [tininea' X. Y. GeKette and Mercury, lti?3, July t!7, 177^.1 

§ Ht, John Plutard, the writer of this iutereatiiig sentence, wns the Clerk of Eliua lloudinul, wlio held 
ttia clliee of IJoinniieaioner of Priaonera, in Ihia city, under the Continental Congrcaa; and an eye 
w itness of thu scenes he describee. He was onu of the founders of the New York Iltatorical Society, and 
died in this cily .Iinie i'lst, 154-*, aged rijhiy-aiv yenrs. [Pro', of .V. Y.Hist. Soc, on tlieir Bemicenteil- 
nhil anniversary, le.i4, 1H1.4J-4T.J 

; The aoulh-east room, on the first tloor, now a [lart of tlie Hegister'e "llice ; while our filend Doane 
nooupiee the ohl guard-raoin. 
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lers offi'-.',) was ni.iirciniatcil tu i.flicers iiiiil chiuactLTS of suin-iior rank, 
ami wa.^ calleil Cuiigrc.-s lliiU, Sv cla^c'l.y were thoj packed, that when 
they hiiil down at night Ii. nst. wlien lU-'iv bm-.i'? adu'.l on ihe hard oak 
lilaiiks .Mid tho.v wisheil to Inni, it was altoj.'eilicr hy word of com- 
mand, ■■ right— hfl" U'uv- po wodgiMl as to ionn ahnozft a solid mafs of 
human lioiiii-:'. ]ii ibc dav-tiuie the natk:= and hlaukcis of the prisoners 
were sns;iondL'.i aiouiui tho walls, every )aveauiiun hejnj; used to keep 
the v..oni!. ventilated, and the walls and iloois clean, to prevent jail-fever, 
and as ilie rrovo.-t was ~eiierally crowded with American prisoners or 
tirillth cul)irits uf every deseriplioil, it is really wonderful that iidcution 
never broke out wilhio its walls. In this gloomy ahoilo were incarcerated at 
rlifrereul periods, many Ameriean officers and eitizelis uf di.-linetiou, awail- 
inir, Willi siekening liojie.lhe proiraeled jieried uf their liljeraii.m. Could 
ilieso dainli walls speak, what scenes of angni.'li misrht tlicy not disclose ! 
The Caplaiu and his lleimiy were enabled to fare si:aipiuou.sly, by dint 
of curtailing the |)ii.-uoei^' rations, e.xehangin;; good fur bad provision!,, 
and other cmliezilemcnis. In the drunken orgies that usually terminated 
his dinners, Cinniingham would order the rebel prisoners K) turnout and 
parade for ihe amu.^eiui'nt of his guests, puinliiig them out, '■ this is the 
d d rebel, Cul. Klbau Allen,"' '-that i^ a rebel judge,"* £:e. 

The f.illowin;^ list of "grievances that the prisoners are under, were 
.~eat to Hen. .lones, per -Mr. I'intard : 

■' Close confined in jail without distinction of rank or charaeier. arnong.st 
feloh.';, (a number of wliom are under sentence of death.) without their 
frienils being putfered to speak to them, even through the grates. On the 
scanty allowance uf 2 lbs. hard biscuit and 2 lbs. raw pork ]icr man per 
week, without fuel lu dress it. Kretpiently supplied with water from a 
pump wliere all kinds of fillh is thrown that can render it obuuxior.s and 
unwholesome. (Ihe eliicts of which are too often felt.) when good water 
is as easily obtained. Denied tlic benelit of a ho.spiial, not allowed to 
send for medicine, nor even a doctor permitted to visit them when in the 
greatest distress: married men and others wlu» lay at the ptiint of death, 
refused to have their wives or relations admitted to see ihem, and i'or 
attempting it often be;it from the prison. Conimissioued ofliecrs and other 
persons of eharacier, without a cause, thrown into a loathsome dungeon, 
insulted in a gross mi'.niier, and vilely abused by a I'ruvust .^larsball, who 
is allowed to be one uf the basest characters in the llritish army, and 
whose ])ov,-or is so unlimited, that he has caned an officer on a trivial occa- 
sion, and iVeipieutly beats the sick privates when nnable to stand, many of 
whom are daily obliged to enlist in the New Corps to iireveiit iierishing 
for want of the necessaries of life. Neither pen. ink, or paper allowed, 
(to jirevent their treatment being made public,) the conset^uence of which, 

* OiiJ,;ni..iili'3 " lucidcnU ti 1I15 Uritifili ftia,.])* *rtd PriHr.ii-.SIiipa ill N«„- Vi-rli," npjiriiiii;,', l» liib in- 
v.-ilii:aile ■' Rev'.liiiioniin' Injiileiils i>f .siiffulk nml Kings' C .uiuici"," yy. 'J^'O, "iiO. 



indcoil. the prisuiiors thouifdvcs Jrcail. knoHinj; the malignant disijosilion 
of tlieivUt'cpcr."* 

Nolliing iiioiv ncul In- fiiKl, in luMiliuii Ui tlio ii'.nimony herein alhuled 
to, to cstiiblifh the tiutli v.i' wIkiI was, in tUu bojiinnirs, clainuil I'lir the 
Park-— that it is •' om: cf llie uiosi inteivi'linp; fpnt:^ in the ^VL■.=tL■l■n Con- 
tinent." Many iiitere.-tiiij; iiieiJents eonmelL-l with ihe sMlijeet,ivill, thoro- 
i'ore, he piip.-eil l.y, with ihe exeej'tion uf two. which, hoth IVom the charaetcr 
ol'tlie aetur:? anil the ueeasiun, eannui [noperJy lie o\'orluuke\l- 

Tho "Act (.leelarin;^ war bei\secn the I iiitetl Kingthpin of (Iroat Britain 
and Irelanil. and the deiiendeneies thereof, and the I'jiited .States of Ame- 
viea and tlteir territurie.-r," reL-eised tile c-ii^natnre of Tiie President on the 
I'^th of June, I'^ii, and hi.-; iiroelaniatiun aiiiiouneiiig the ^a[ne was issued 
the next day. The intelligi-:ice wa-s received in unr eity on tlie 20th of the 
?anie nninth;t and tour day.^ afterward.-:, (ho the "i4th id' .Inne. 1^1-,) u. 
Jtuhlie llleetin.1^ was held//( lite l\lll\\ at 12 o'eloek. liooii, in take the sub- 
,iect into eunsideratinn. 

The venerable Col. Ileiu-y fl iU<;ors, an utTieer of the lie volution, and one of 
the nn'?t distinguished of our citizens, presided; with Cul. Marinus Willett, 
the hero of Broad street and of fort Stanwix, and one of Hie " Sons of 
Liberty ■' of *(io, as j^eerotary. 

The law ef Congress declaring War, and the President's proclamatiou 
being retid, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. 

'• In one of llioso awful and interesting moments, with which it hai 
pleased heaven that states and kingdoms should bo visited— wo consider 
ourselves ennvidicd to express our calm, decided, and .anitnated opiuion 
on the eonduel of our guvcrnracnt. 

"Peace has ever been eon,-idercd one of the greatest blessings that an all- 
bouHiiful Creator lui-s vouchsafed to man upon earth, while war has ever 
been designate! as the scourge of nations — but the same all-wise Provi- 
dence hits likev.'ise permitted that, in the events of time, such circumstances 
should acorue to nations, as would render it not only ncrcsmry, but fl7i ab- 
.loliitc ilfjy, to abandon the comforts and delights of peace, in order that 
by a solemn appeal to arms, they may be enabled to secure themselvoa 
erpially important blessings; that by encountering, fur a time, the disasters 
.and vicissitudes of war, they may .secure thcmsetves, and transmit to their 
poslciily. those invaluable advantages to which, by the laws of nature, of 
nations, aud of Uod, ihey, as independent governments are justly entitled. 

•■ When a retrospect is taken of the last twelve years of our history, we 

* Ori.letii.iiik \t\'. 'j-:6, -.-jT. MuiiJ- oilier inL-iJt-iita cfJnllK^t^J iiiili the I'Dvpst iiiiil il" Biiviige Keep«r, 
iiijiy be luiind in Ihe same iviTk ; Spaiks" WrUiDgs of Wtuhinfc'tMi ; Life of Ciqit. Tii'.bi I ; Ethan Allen'i 
N'jrmlive ; unit llie files of Oiiiiies', Rivii]}^[on'B, nnit other newsiiHijeie uf ihe liuiee. 

t rivenif.p Po5t, ;;t<'J-l, .Iniii- 2li, Hit 2. Cem. .\ilv. 6-2].'., cf tlie bnllie dele. 
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find lecordcd the violation of ono sacred right after another— wo behold 
onp continued wries of insults— one long sut-ccssioii of oppressions. Our 
government, with the true spirit of a republic, patiently fustaining, while 
temperately remonstrating, nntil indignity has been added to indignity, 
and injury heaped upon injury. With a rcluetaiici- common only to such 
as duly appreciate the blessings of peace, have tliey calmly endured snd 
perseveringly negotiated under a pious, but vain c.\pectati :n, that reason 
and expostulalion would at length bring the nation injuring us to a sense 
of equity, and thereby avert the necessity of a resort to thC'^e ulterior mea- 
.Mues, always direful in their ojieratiou. even lo that party that i.' ui03t 
successful . 

■*Our government, mild and pciteeable in itsnaluie, ant! defenceless on the 
ocean, has endeavored, in the very sjiirit of meelvness, by excry wise, and 
at the same time, soothing e.Npeuieu', to convince the belligerent nations 
of the justice of our councils; onr iirdent wish to conduct in all things, 
agreeably to llie established usages of nations, and in such a manner as 
to give tliem no just cause of olfence — but kn<jwiiig our maritime weak- 
ne.ss in comparison with tiieir strength, thcj* have turned a deaf car to 
the equity of onr demands; and, with the insolence common to superior 
and arbitrary power, have aO accumulated the catalogue of our wrongs, 
that longer forbearance would be attended with the iibsolute prostration of 
all national character, tho abai.donment of llie rights of an independent 
republic, and would render our government unworthy of the confidence of 
its own citizens, and of the respect of the world. 

" Our government, therefore, with all calm deliberation, and with that 
aoiemii ddny that ever attends those who are forced reluctantly from their 
tranquil and beloved abodes to launch on a perilous aud tempestuous 
ocean, have finally resigned the peace of the country into the hands of the 
( jreat Disposer of all events: and under his banner, with a perfecl convic- 
tion of the equity of their cause, they have declared the country to be at 
war with Great Britain; therefore, 

"Rtsolved, That we have viewed with pleasure and upprubati(Ui, the 
uncea.sing efforts of onr government to preserve to our country the bles.s- 
ings of peace; that we duly appreciate their able negotiations, and admire 
their unwearied patience to promote so important an end: and that we 
consider them standing justified in the eyes of their fellow-citizens in all 
the restrictive measures to which they have resorted, as temporary expe- 
dients, with the hope of preventing ihereliy the evils of war. 

•' licsotvctl , That while solicitous of peace, ami ardently attachtd to its 
blessings, we believe that the eri.sis had arrived wlicn \l could no longer be 
with honor retained; that we, tbereforo, hold our government justified in 
its appeal to arms against Great Britain, and yield to its decision our un- 
qualified and decided approbation. 
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"Resolved, That us our government has now ojjpea'.eil to tlie swori, it 
becomee the duty of all good citizens, at such an eventful pevioil, to lay asiilu 
all party animosity ami private bickering, to rally as liecomes brethren, 
ocjuajly involved in the welfare of their oc.mmiin country, around the na- 
tional standard, and to yield to their yovornment an undivided support. 

"Resoloeil, Tliat placing our reliance in the Most High, and solicitinj; 
his benediction on our just cause, ivo jikMlge to our government, in suji- 
port of our beloved country. '■ i»nr lives, our fttrluncs. and our ^sacred 
honor.*" 

After ordering copies of tliis preamble and of the resolutions to be for- 
warded to the President, to both houses of Congress, and to the press for 
publication, the meeting adjourned. 

Let the promises of \cw York, thus made, (notwith.'tanding tlio oom- 
mereial character of her inliabitant.s and the great interests they had at 
stake.) and subsequently rcrkanril by the action of our city, under De Witt 
Clinton, and of the state, under tlie guidance of the self-sacrificing Daniel 
D.Tompkins, bo contrasted with tlic promises and actions of ivlas.'aehusetts, 
and no one will deny that the fonncr fully sustained the reiiutation whieli 
she had nobly earned in the days of the Kcvolution— setting to that Coin- 
inonwealth an example which she was not. at all times, fully prepared to 
imitate. 

Nearly two years afterwards, (.August 11. 1S14,) the people of this city 
again assembled in (he PinJ;, in great numbers, to renew their patriotic 
pledges, made at the former meeting. The venerable Col. Henry Kutgers 
again presided, and Oliver "Wolcott, Es(i.. was appointed Secretary, taking 
their seats on the balcony of the City Mall. A committee composed of 
Drs. Samuel L. Mitchell and W. J. .McNeven, and Messrs. AVolcott, 
l?iker,Anthony, BlceckerandSanipson,were appointed to draft resolutions; 
when 'the well-known Col. JIarinus Willett, already alluded to in this 
article, addressed the assembly. His words arc thus recorded ; 

" Ho began by asking the indulgence of his fellow citizens for tlie talk 
of an old man. He then proceeded: 

" Three score and fourteen years have brought with them some bodily 
infirmities; had it been otherwise, and that my strength of body had re- 
mained as unimpaired as my love fm- my country, and the spirit that still 
animates me. Tou would not, my friends, liavescen me here this day. Ishould 
have been amongst that glorious band, that, on the waters of Erie and 
Ontario, have achieved so much fame and lasting glory for their country. 
A life of scventv-four vcnrs has atforded me opportunities of seeing many 
great and surprising changes. Fifty-eight years are now passed since 1 
was a witness of press-gangs traversing these streets, and dragging men 
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from their houses on board ships of war ! What a contrast between tliat 
time and this ! Let those now reflect upon it, who, instead of thanking 
that kind I'rovidciicc which delivered us from puch opjiressivc domination » 
employ their whole pow^^r to weaken and subvert a government made by 
ourselves and for ourselves, — the fruit of our bloud and toil. AVhat spirit 
is this, that, in the present cri-si^ of our eonntry, can lead tu measures so 
disjpaccful ? Shall we abii.~e and vlllify tho.=o men wo have jjlacGd at the 
head of our iiffairs, bseaiise they do not act just as weave pleased to say 
they should ^ Arc we, for that reason, to refuse compliance with the laws 
of our country t Xo, my follow oitizond.for it U justly stated, in the ad- 
dress of the Common Comicil,* that we are not, in the present situation 
of ttur country, to inquire inio the wisdom of the measures which resulted 
in the declaration of this w;ir. it U a fiict that wl' arc ai war; and that 
that war has been undLMtaken agreeably to the constitution of our countr_v. 
Every man bound to support the Constltuliim of the L'nited States, is, 
therefore bound to support thi^ war, bi-eause it is a constitutional act, and 
such is the law of the laml. Hut hail I pT.vjr to dot;iiI, and yon patience 
to hear what 1 have known and nbr^erved of the haughty, cruel, and gas- 
CODJiding nation that makes wiir iigainst us, your feelings woidd outstrip 
my words, and anticipate the voice and commands of authority. The 
terms I use towards our enemy arc not mine alone, nor proeeoding from 
the personal warmth of my individual character. .Such were the sentiments 
of men as great as this or any other nation can boast of— Washington and 
Franklin. iJr. Franklin delivered hir^ oiiinitm in his correspondence with 
Lord Howet; and those of General Washington I have had from his own 
lips. 

** Forty years ago I was at a meeting of citizens assembled tm this green. 
The acclamation then wns ^^juin or diet" The unanimity of that day 
procured the lepeal of some obnoxious laws: but the design of enslaving 
us wa.snot rclinfpushcd. Troops were stationed throughout the c(donic5 to 
carry the nefarious intention into execution. Many were the broils between 
the citizen and the soldier: for the spirit of the citizens wasrouscd, and they 
viewed, with just indignation, the mercenary troojis that were to overthrow 
their liberties. They were stung by the ingratitude nf the nation to which 
they had yielded loyal obedience, and assisted in its wars with ardor and 
alacrity. But had the enemy then conquered i:s, as we did tbem, how 
different would have been our situation nt thi;- dny. Kefleeting im this, it 
seems to me almost incredible that there should be Americans that could 
espouse the cause of such an euemy. Of what stuff are sulIj hearts made ? 
Is it possible that any such should be amongst tlie sons of those who fought 



• Tliisiloouiiient iimy b*- i'uim.l ut IciigUi iii NLles" Wtftkiy UogUii-r. vo!. *, \k -l-.h-v. 
tLtUtrdi.ltd ''riiiliide^li.liia, Jiilv2ii. l":.;," S|tarkii' Works oiTr.inklin, \o'. i, |-p. Stf-U'i. 
t Ori^inntiH^r in llie ilevice Pf a snuMe cU idIo 10 pieces, wilU Ihia ?4*n(ciii;p for n iii-jUo, whirii .ipiwar- 
*d at llje lirad pf Il^-hi " X. Y. Journal,"' from June 2CJ to December ^lli lllj. 
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your battU'p, my fellow citizens, nnJ ivon your freedom ? It was in the i\ nr 
of the Hevolulion a favorite tonst, " May every citizen lie a eolilier, nnd 
every snMier a citizen/' Om- citizens muft now ns;ain become poldior^, 
and those snlilier.= lio good citizens ; not prireirlini: solilicrs, fellow citizens, 
^'ntfinlitin^ soldiers; soldiers willing and ready to encounter tlic liardshiiis 
ai\d fiitifrnes of war. [ am not ivliat 1 have l>ocn, but sucb as I am, wher- 
ever the enemy seeli to deal the most [lestruetion, there you may look for 
nic. Ami as to this mistaken idea, that American militia are uiieqi'-al to 
the contest with Hritish rcguliir.s, 1 am a, livinj; witness to the contrary. 
With militia I haie encountered tliem. 1 have met lliem ivbcu their num- 
bers were double mine; and 1 have routed and pursued them.* Vou, my 
follow citizens, if you will, can do the same. There is no terror in them 
for brave men, who dare look them in the face, and lock the bayonet with 
them. Let those who ivoulil dism.iy you by the terrors of war, rather 
refloct njion the part they have had in ericoura^in^ ytiur enemy; and, 
thou;:;li war. like pestilence, may have been visited upon nations for their 
erinu'-s, yet against this enemy we have eoinu-iitted no olfenec, M'e bore 
with the cruelty, injustice, and oppivssitui of that insolent nation, till it 
liecame insnpportabl,,'. 

" Instead, therefore, of cavillin,;; at the measures or operations of the war, 
let U.S ratlier unite to banish envy, hatred, ami discord, from among us; 
ami rcs'.ilve, with all our loi'^ht, to resist that implacable enemy wlio will 
never resjiect us until we a,;^aiu ciunjicl him to do so, 

'' Peruut me, then, my dear fellow-citizens, to conclude with a chorus we 
ATore used to sin.:; in the camp in days of much more dancer: 
" Lot l:hiroiie employ all her force. 
We'll meet them in array, 
.And shout lln/./a ! Huzza ! Ilnz/.a ! 
For Life and Liberty." 

1 1 is sa id ' ' this pithy discourse, from a tried and trusty statesman of the 
lievolution. whose acts were vouchers for hi.s words, had its full effect, and 
was cheered with unbouUiled aii)planse,"' 

" Mr. lii'imnl liil.ir, (alterwards I'cconler of the lity,) from the Com- 
mittee apiiointed fir that iinr]iosc, then repin'ted the following prenmble ami 
resolutions, which were received with applause, .lud unanimously adopted: 

" Fi:T.t.ci\v (..'iriXKNS; Onee more we are en.^agcd in war with u ]iowcrful 
nation. Tlic ocean is ilenied to us: our commerce is prostrated: our waters 
are violated; our land is invaded; hostile Jh'cts iind armies threaten to con- 
\'ort our habitations into heaps of ruins. 

'■ We arceiilledup(e.i to save our possessions from sj.oil and dest ruction: to 
secure our jiersons from shivery and death; to jirotect oin- families against 
outr.nye and violence; to ,i;uard our institutions from assault and overthrow; 
U\ defend, by frec-lMU'n valor, our dear-bought iinlepcndence. 

* ^Ailiiiliiiir 111 \\'% sortie :>om t'.-.il ScliiTvlur, Ai:y. B, 1"T. 
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" The lawful authorities, aware of this condition of things, have made pro- 
vision to meet it. The national GoYcrnment, has augmented our security 
by fortifications, troops, and floating force. The State has extended its 
eare, and cansed other works of defence to bo erected. The Common 
Council of the city has labored to insure our safety. It only remains that 
the sons of liberty conic forth in all their might, and demonstrate, that, 
in a contest for all that is near and dear to them, they arc invincible. 

" Our rcjiular regiments are already at their station.?. The organized 
militia will join them on the .'shortest summont-. Tlie several corps of volun- 
teers are inflamed witli patriotic ardor. To tlicse bands, otlier military 
associations will be added, composed of those who enjoy honorable exemp- 
tions from ordinary service, but who will come forward on this trying 
occasion. 

"This meeting is called for the purpose of enabling us to renew our pledge 
to support the Constitution; to invigorate the laws; to aid with our best 
efforts the administration of our beloved country; to i<ce that it be not a];j- 
proached Ijy spies and emissaries; to defend the great interests of the 
Cnion with our treasure and blood. 

" It is our glory and our boast tliat we are freemen. Our Constitution 
and Government are acts of our free and unbiassed choice. They are ours, 
and we will never abandon them. 

"The citizens are the safeguards of a free stale. Their riglit to keep and 
bear arms has never been infringed. We will use tliesc weapons resolutely 
in support of our privileges; with these wi? will manfully nppo?e tlie enemy 
who shall presume to invade them. 

" With these convictions, let us make a combined cftort, I^ct some con- 
tribute their labor towards a completion of the public works. Let others 
practice the art of the artillerist or the fusileer. Let other.? again minis- 
ter comfort to the wives and children of those who heroically meet d.inger 
in the field. All will thus be animated and united, and the joyous senti- 
ment pervade every patriotic bo.=ora. that, guarded by the love and valor 
of the people, the republic is safe. 

"/Jc«oii;cd, That the citizens here assembled, will, to the last extremity, 
defend their city. 

"Kc»o/i;crf,That wewill unite ourselves in arms with our brelhron of tliu 
country, and oh the first approach oflhc enemy make it a Coji^iox CvusE. 

"Reaolred, That humbly confiding in the favor of the Asscmblv, we hope 
to prove ourselves not unworthy of that freedom won by the heroes of the 
Revolution; and trust that the enemy they vanquished, will receive from 
us a similar defeat. 

"Resolved, That we highly approve ot the measures for public defence 
which have been devised by the government of the United States, by his 
excellency the governor of the state, and by the corporation of this city: 
and that we -will co-operate in carrying the same into effectual execution. 

'• Resolved, Tlmt it be recommended to the citizens generallj^ to meet, as 
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soon as may be p.aoticabl^ with convenienoo, in tl>oir ro.peotivo ward., for 
th. purpose of electing ai.ereet an,l effieient oommiftees to promote tlie 
execution of tlie following objects.- 

••1. To complete the vol uutar.v enrolment, of persons exempted bv law 
iiom military Service 

-2. To oneonrnse the enrolment of .-af,Liing citizens for service in the 
harbor, or a* artiUeri-its; and 

•■3. IV en^^olment of citizens for voluntary labor on the public work,. 
lle^olvcjl. That it be the special duty of the ward eon.mittees to provide 
uuUr,the 4,rect.on of the corporation of the city, for the relief and protee- 
t.on of the famdies of such person,^ as may be absent on public duty, and 
also to provide m the be.U manner practicable, for the protection of such 
helpless persons and their property, a., in ca.,e of alarm may bo desirous of 
removing into the country. 

'■■ Resolved, That we will endeavor to promote concord and will discoun- 
tenance all attempts to weaken the patriotic efforts of good citizen^ 

" ResoU-erl, That we will endeavor to discover and subject to the aniinad- 
version of the laws, all persons who .shall be concerned in anv illicit com- 
merco or improper interconrso with the enpmv." 

After appointing a committee to eoufor wi"th other similar committee^ 
and with them, '■ to adopt all mea.^ures c.=.^ential to the public safety;" 
and, at the same lime, to open a correspondeneo with ■' citizen-- of this and 
the neighboring states, for the purpose of inviting them to form voluntary 
as.iOciations .similar to those proposed in thi.s eit,y,"thc meeting adjourned 
•■ and at its close the air was rent with loud and prolonged acelamation.s of 
approbation and assent."" 

Having brought the .subject within the memory of those whose lieada are 
aeareely sprinkled with the frcsts of age, it will be c-trried no further. It 
must not be forgotten, however, that the Purk u slM the refuge of the 
pejple when their own, tlieir party's, or their country '.s grievances dcmanda 
hearing. Mere they freely assemble and diseusstheirrights and their wrongs, 
" having none to molest them, or make them afraid." Here they have mot 
La Fayette and other friends of Freedom and their C'ountrj-, makin" the 
welkin ring with their joyous shouts; and here tliey have mingled their tears 
over the memory of Jack-on, Clay, and other departed worthies. On all 
occasions, whether of joy or of sorrow, of pro-perity or of calamity, of wel- 
come or of separation, iJtc Park is now, ns ii ever has been, tlie resort cf 
the people. 

Nor does it possess much less iuterest to others than to us. The past-- 
the common property of all,— shows the Park lohave been THE FANEUIL 
OF NEW YORK,.~the cradle in which the much lauded "cradle of 
liberty" in Eo;=ton was itself rocked in its infrmtile years. In it, in Julv 

* N;1l>s" Wtfiikly Regial:*,-, V:.!. 5, i>1gcs 4J3-5. 
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17fri, his Majesty's Xnvy took lessons in " popular aovcreignty," eight 
yofirs before our gallant little sistor, Rhodo Island, repeated tho lesson in 
the destruction of the Ga^pee. In' it, in Xovcmber, 1765; and again in 
January, 1770, his Majesty's Army took lessons on the same subject, long 
before Miissachusotts ventured, (in March. 1770.) to imitate it, faintly, in 
the personal affair known as " The J^Jnssaac.'^ Here, 2snv. 1, 1765, the 
people ratified the action of the merchants in their refusal to sell British 
goods, teaching our neighl-ors, every where,* their duty to their country: 
and here, in 1812 and ISll, a similar iesson was taught to uur Eastern sis- 
ter, long before she was prepared to receive it. It was the spot where the 
beloved of Washington: — our own Hamilton. — first lifted up his voice in 
behalf of his adopted country; and hero, surrounded by kindred hearts, tho 
Father of his Country first proclaimed her Free and Independent- 

The work which the writer undertook to perforin, — a brief sketch of the 
Park, illustrative of the ijast— is concluded. It has been extended far beyond 
the limits which he had originally assigned to it; yet the importance of the 
subject, in its connection v;itli the earl}' revolutionary, or heroic period of the 
history of our city and state, ?rcnicd to require the additional space which 
it occupies, and the additional Jaljor it has taken in preparing it for tlie 
press. If one Xcw Yoriicr, from the perusal of these pages, rises better 
pleft&cd with bis state and cit}- than when be sat down, or more inclined, 
than before, to contest the claims which New England antl Virginia are 
making to alt tho patriotism and virtue of tlie earlier rcvolutionarj' days, 
at the expense of the people of their sister colonies, the writer will be well 
rewarded for his labor in preparing the article, ag the venerable editor will 
be for tiio space it occupies in his volume. 

The siibjert. reader, is now left to your careful and continued investiga- 
tion, with the humble hope that you will not falter or grow weary in the 
work, rendering *' unto Cffisar the things which be Ciesar's, and unto God 
the things which bo God'j?." 



•The inercbaDla uf Pliiliule'i/iiiii HilD)it>!d tuu X uu- Imp- .rla lion a^Te«ii>cril, Nov. 14. 17.::.: (Holi, 1194, 
Ni.r. ?1, 1"C5.) thoso ni linslon, nt :he Driri^ib C.flce II liiie, Dt.;. 9, 1103. 1 'luJfi N. V. n.ii. oo-i 
Pott n.w, Esln. r-cc •::, K-'S-- 



NoTK A.— The following handbill, alluded to on page 441, is copied from 
the original in the Library of tlie X. Y. Historical frocicty: 

'•TO ilie Br.TRAYKn Inhultilanls ..f liie Ciiy wid C.-luny ..f \E\V YORK. 
" My dear Feiloav Cin^EXs am> Ci'l"MnvME>, 

•■In aDaj- when I he Miiiicns of Tymnny di.d Ijuspoiism in tbo molhi^r Ci>Hn)ry, ^n•l tbe Cok-iiit?, aie 
inderatigable in Uyiiijf ^-viTV Snot iLnl il»--ir nwlevplent «i;d ci^rriipt li^nrts cftu suggest, to enslave & 
fwerwipl*; wli«n tins imf-irltinal.- Cminiry bns be.-ri striving \in.ltr many nisndvnnlfigeB f..r thrte 
Yo:iTR pasi, to preccrv'f tht-ir K-.et-flrni ; wliiib to nn Tunelishmiin 19 as dear as liia Lifi-,— wbi>n ihs Sler- 
vhanta of this City sn.l ihr- C:\i.iial Towns t-n ilie rcntioenl, bave nf.bly aiid cheatfiilly sarrficfd ibeir 
l*rivote InleKSIa I; Iho imLlitk l\.vd, rHllitr iliiiii lo prr-moie tbe I^Bigna t.f ibe Flnemi*^? of r-ur hnppy 
Constitution: i: mi^ht jiisi'.ybe axpcplori, ll nt Id Ihia day of Cooslilniional Liybt, the Rrprexeotativcs 
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of thii CoWn^, would not be to hardy, nor he so l«it to all Sense of Daly to llteir Cotnlitueote, (eiporl- 
klly after the laiidnble Eximple of ihe Colonies of MassnchusettBGny and South Corolioa, before th«m) 
BB to betray the Tniet commilted to them. Thia they have done, io passing the Voie lo give the Troop ► 
n ThouBBiid Pound?, out of any M&nies that may be in the Trensury, and another Thoucand out of ih 
Slooey (hill muy be ieeued, to be put out on Loan, which the Colony will be obliged lo meke good ; 
whether the Bill for that Purpose does or does not obtsin the Royal Assent. And that they have be- 
trayed the Liberties of the People, will appear from the following Connideralion, to wil : That tb« 
Miniitrr are waiting to eee, whether the Colonies, uuder their distressed CircuaiBtances, will divide ou 
any of the graod PoiQi", which they are united in, and contending fur, wiili the Mother Country ; by 
which (hey nmy carry their Desi^s against the Coloniep, and keep in the Ad minist ration. For if this 
abould not take Place, the Acts must be repealed ; wbich will be n Kellection on their Conduct, end 
will bring the Reprcacb and ClHDiour of tb« Sot'OD OD Ihtm for the Lose of Trade to the Empire, 
which their Mnl-condnct has occasioned. 

"Onr granting Money totfae Troops, it is implicitly acknowledging the Authority that enacted the Kev- 
enue Aria, and their being obligatory on us. As these Acts were enacted for the eipren Pnrpoes of 
taking Money out of our Pockotf.wi'hout our Consent ; and to provide for the Defending and Support 
of Goveminent in America-, wbich Revenue we say by our Grant i^f Money, is net sufficient for the 
Pnrpoae aforesaid ; therefore we supply the Deficiency. 

" This was the Point of View in which these Acts were couEidered by ilhe MaaeGchuBetta and South 
Carolioa Assemhlies, and to prevent that dangerous Construction, refuted it. On this important Point 
we have differed with these spirited Colonies, and do implicitly approve of all the tyrannical conduct of 
the Ministrj' to the Bostouians, and by Implication censure their laudable and patriotic Denial. For if 
they did right (which every sensible American thinks they did) in refusing to pay the Billeting Money, 
surely we have done wrong, very wrong, in giving ir. But our Assembly «ay», they do their Doty, in 
gTBatiDg tb« Money to the Troops ; CoDseguenlly the MasMlchuaclte Assembly did Dot do thein, in not 
obvyiDg the MioiBienal Mandate. If this is not a division in this grand Point, I know not what is : and 
I doubt Dot hot the Mioistry will let ue kuo n' it t4 Our coot ; for it will famiah thent with argumeotd and 
fresh Courage. Is this a grateful Retaliation to that brave and sensible 1 eople, fur the spirited and 
early Notice they took of the Runpending Act T No, it is base Ingratitude, nod betraying the Common 
Cans9 of Liberty, 

" To what other Influence tbau the deserliog (be American Cauer, cAb the Miuistry attribute sn pusil- 
lanimous a Conduct, as ihu of tbo Assembly ? so repugnant ond Bubvereive of ell the means we have 
nsed, and opposition that has beeu made by this and the other Colonies, to the tyrannical Conduct of the 
UiUtsh FArliament ! To no other. Can there t>e a mnre ridiculous Farce to impose on the People, than 
for the Assembly to veto their Thanka to be giveu to the MerchAiits, fur eoteriug into ao Agreemeut not 
to import Goods from Britain, until the Revenue Aetc should be repealed, while they at the same Time 
coontemct it by countenaneing British ActP, and complying with Ministerial Requisitions, incompatible 
with onr Freedom ! Sorely there CBonot, 

" And what makes the ABsembly'e granting this Money the more grievous, i», that it goes lo the Sup- 
port of Troops kept here, not to protect, but to enslave ui. Has not the truth of this Remark been 
lately exemplified in the audacious, domineering and inhuman Maj. Pullaioe, who ordered a Guard to 
protect* sordid Miscreant, that tranagressed the laudftble Non-Importation Agreemeot of the Mer- 
chaDtB, in order to break that, which is the only means left them, under God, to baffle the Desigus of 
their Enemies, to eualave this Cuntineut. This Consideration alone ought to be sufficient to indncu a free 
People, not to grant the Troops any Supply whataoaver, if we bad no dispute with the Mother Conntrr, 
that made it necessary not to concede any thing that might destroy our Freedom ; Reasons of Economy 
and good Policy saggeit. that we ought not to grant thw Troops Money. 

" Whoever is the least acquainted with the English History, most know, that Grants freqaently made 
t. the Crown, is not to he Tefnsed, but with some Degree of Danger of disturbing the Repoae of the 
Kingdom or Colony. Thia evinces the Expediency of our stopping thea* Gmots now, while we are em- 
broiled with the Mother Country ; that so we may not, after the Grand Controversy ia settled, hava a 
new Bane of Cou'.ention about the BillettiBg Money, which must be the Case if we do sot put an End 
to it at this tioie : For the Colony, in ita tmporarished state, eaonot support a charge wjiieh amouots to 
near as laaeh per Annum, as all the other expeuaea of th« Government bMides. 

" Hence it foUowa, that the Assembly have not been attentive to the Libertieaof the CoDtioent; nor to 
the Property of the good People of this Colony, in particolar. We must therefore attribute this Sacri- 
fice of the pnblie lotarest to some corrupt Source. This is very manifMt in the Goilt and Confusion that 
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covered the Faces of the perfidious Abettors of this Measure, when the House was in Debate on tLe 
Sabjecf. Sir. ColdenlinnwE.fioiiithe Nature of ThiogF, that he cannot ha*-* the Iwat Proipect lo bo 
•n Adminlslratioo aRaLn; and Ihererore, that he may raolte H.iy while the Sun ebinea, and get a full 
Salary from ihe ABaemblr, flatters the igrnorant ^tembwrs of it, with iHe Cynsideralion of the Supcpm of a 
Bil), to emit a Paiier Currency, when be aod his artful CoadjutoTH must know, tbat it ia only ^ Snnre to 
impose on the Simple ; fgr it w.U obtnm the Tvoyal Asieot. But while be ie solicitous to obtain hia Sala- 
ry, be mwBt attend to his Poeteritv. And as some of bie Children hold Offices undtr the Go%-ernmcut, 
if be did not procure an Obedience to ita RiquiBiliona, or do hia Duty, in Cn'e the Aswembly refuced Ibe 
BilletiiDg Money, by disst-lviu^ them, Lis t:hildren might be in daii|;«>r of losing their Officii. If be 
dissolved the Assembly, they would not give him his Salarj-. 

" The Delancy f nmily Knowiqg the Ascemlr.ncy they have in llie present House of Assembly, and 
how useful ibui Influence will he lo iheir Ambitious Designs, to manage a new Governor, have left no 
Stone ualtirned to prevent A Dissolution. Tbe Asaeinbly, conscioua to tbemk>elveB,of having, trampled 
on the liberties of the People, and fearini^ their jiut Reaentinenls oh sneh nn Event, are equally car**- 
fill to prf^aervo their Seat.«, expecting that if they can do it at thia critical Juncture, rh iis imagined 
ibe grand Controveisy will be settled ihie WinUr, they will serve for Seven Yur*; in which Time thi-y 
hop« the People « ill iutg^t. the present iojurieti done to them. Tu secure these sevet^nl Objeot*, the De- 
lancy Family, like true Politicians, altbo' they were to all Appearance, at mortal Odds wiib Mr. Col- 
den, and rttpresented him iu AllConipanies, as an Enemy to his Country'; yet & Conlition ia now formed, 
in order to secure to them the Sovereign Lordship of this Colony: Jhe Effect of which, h*s given 
Birth to the Abomloftble Vote., by which tbe Liberties of tbe People aie betrayed. In ehori, tbej have 
brought flatten tu Euoh a Pnrs, tbat all tbe Cbechs resulling from tlie Form of onr happy Constitution, 
are destroyed. The Assembly mi^ht as well inviie tbe Council, to save the Trouble of Formalities, lo 
take their Seals in the House of Ansembly, and place the Lieulenant Governor in (he Speaker's Cbair, 
and then there would be no Waste of Time in g<'ing froHi House to House, aod his Honour wonld have 
,he Plcoanre to see bow zealous hia former Enemies are in promoting his Interests to serve themselves. 
Is this a State lo be rested in, where our nil is at Stake* Xo, my Cjuntrymen,Rouse I imitate the 
noble Exnmple of tbe Friend? of Liberty in EDgland, who ruther than be enslaved, contend for tbeir 

Right wilh tbe K ^, Lords and Commons, And will you suffer your Libertiea lo be torn from yon by 

your own Representfttives ? Tell it not in B'wlon; publish it not in the Streets of Ch&rleatowo '. You 
have MeatiS yet left to preserve a Unanimity with th* brnve Bostooians and Carolinians ; and to prevent 
the Accomplishment of tbe Designs Of Tyrnnlfi. The House was so Dearly divided on the Sabject of 
grantuig the Money in the Way the Vote passed, tbat one wonld have prevented it; you have there- 
fore a lespectable Minority. What 1 would adv se to be done. is. to assemble In the Fieldp, on Monday 
next, where your Sense ought li be taken un this important Point ; notwiihstAoding the impudence of 
Mr. Jauncey, iii d^clnnng in the Houee, tbat be bud consulted bis Constitnenis, and tbnt they were for 
giving Money. After this is done, go in a Body to your Membere, and insist on their jaining with the 
Minoriiy to oppose the Bill ; if they dare refuse your just Requisition,— appoint a CoBimittee to draw 
op a SUte of the whole Matter, and snnd it to the Speakers of the several Houses of Assembly on the 
Continent, and to tbe Friends of our Cause in England, and publish it in Ihe Npwb Pnpers, that the whole 
World may know your Sentiments on this Mutter in the only Way yonr Circumstances will adrait- 
And I am cOoMi^ut it will apirit the Friends of oor Cduae, and chagrin onr Enemies. l.et the Notifica- 
tion to call the Poople, be so expressed, that whoever absenlhimflelf, will be cooiidered as agreeing to 
what may be done by such as t,hall meet.^And tbat you may 6uci;r>ed, is the onfeigned Desire of, 

" New York, Dec. 16, 176?. ' -^ 

Note B. — The followipg handbill, referred to on page 454, is taken from 
an original in the Library of the X. Y. Historical Societj-. 

" God and a Soldier, all Men most adore, * 

In Time of War; and not befure; 

When the Wnr is over, and all things righted, 

Gad is forgotten, and the Soldier slighted. 
■' WaBHEAB, nn uncommon and riotous dintnrbance prevails ihroflghout thid city, by sonie of us 

mhabitnnts, who stile themselves the S a of L y, bht rather may TMfre property bo called 

real enemies to aociely: and whereas the army, now qnartered in N*w ¥*ik, ord-T^prauDtid in u 
heinous light, to theb officers and others, for having propagated n distaitince^iii this city, by attempt- 
jnc to deatroy their Liberty Pole, ia th« Fields: which being now «0iMpi#t«a,'w!ll*0ot4l» aasiitanc* df th* 
army, we have rsftwn to lauch at them, and beg tha pubHa only to observe, how chagrined th«s« prt^ 
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leQdfd S of I. look na thoy pnsa Ibio' tha Btrocle; cspcciftlly ns Ibcso great lioroes tboiight 

their I'lccdom depended in o pieco of wood, mid who mny ivcll bo compared lo Ksriii, v,hQ sold bia birlb- 

riijht for n mc^ of jioUn^u, And nllbu' thoso Gbining S of L bavo bonslcd of llicir freadom, 

6'jrcly tlioy hnvo no right to throw nii napcraion upon Ibo nrmy, Einco it ia b»l of Ihd power of DiilitAry 
discipline, to deprive Ibchi of Ihcir freedom: However, nolwitbstnndiog wo hre proud to seo thoso ele- 
vftted goniiiBB reduced lo the low di?gree of having tbciv pliico of gcnornl rciidevoiis, mndc n (gnllows 

Grcon,) a vulgnr plirnsc for n common pbico of oxccutioii for iiiurdcroia, robbers, trnitdra, nnd r s, to 

tho Intter of which wc niiiy (omp:irc (boso ftimous L B 3(Uborly Doys,) who hnvo nothing to 

bonet of but the ilippaney of tongue, nitho' in defiAnce of (ho Ihwe nnd good govcvnmont of our most 

gracious Sovoreign, they openly mid r y [riotonsly] nssembkd in mnltilndcs, lo stir up" the mhida 

ofhis RlnjfstyB good snbjccts to sedition; t]iey hnvo iu tlieir Into ecditioua libel, signed liltU'fU5, ox. 
prcs^^d Ih'o moat villniiiuus fiilsehuuda iigiiiiist the Eoldicra. But na ungmtufiil ns they nro' bouiittd, it is 
well kiiown^ siiidc llieir nnivnl in New Yoik, they hnvc wntchud night nnd dny, for the enfoly'nlid pro- 
tection of tiio city nnd its inhnbilnnia ; — who havo auftorcd tlie laya of tho ecorchiiig aim in aiimmer, nnd 
the severe colda of freezing onowy iiighls, in winter, which lu-isl bo Iho cnso nnd fifly time's worse, bnd 

there been a war; which wo sincerely pray lor, in hopes tliosoS— a of L (Sonsof l.iUoitj)mny feel tho 

eflecfs of it, with fiimino and destruction pouring on their htada. 'Tis well known by tho ofllc^ra of tho 
16th Uegimeiit, as well na by several olherd, that tho soldiers of tho sixteenth, nlwnye gained tha csleeDi 
and good will of tin! inhabitants, in whnt^ver qunrler they hiy, and were nover counted neither insolent 
or ungrnteful, oxcopt iu this city. And iikowifc'tlic Uoynl Uegnneot of Artillery, wlit nlwoya behaved 
with gratitude Olid respect to dvery one. Bat the means of itmkiug your famous city, which you go much 
' boAat of, All inipovei iehcJ .one, is yo\ir .leling iu violation to Ihb laws of Ihe-Brllieh Government; but tako 
liccd, lonat yon repent too late,— for if you boast bo mightily of your filmous exploits, aa you linve hereto- 
fore done, (witness Iho lato einmp-act), wo niiiy allow yon to bR all ALEXANDERS,, and lie under your 
feet, to bo trodden upon with contempt ond disdain; but before wo so tnniely submit, bo nssuredWe wil| 
stand in defence of the rights and privileges duo to u eoldier, and no farlher; but wo hope, while we 
have offlcorsi-rf conduct to act for ns, they will do eo, as wo shall leavo it to their discretion,' to net im- 
partially for ns, in hopes Ihey, nnd every honest heart will support the soldiers' wives and children, 
and not whores (lurt baelards, aa hna been eo malicioasly, falsely and nudacioualy ineerled in their im- 
pertinent libel, addressed to the public^ for which, may tho tlinnm thoy mean to brand onr names with, 

elirk on theirs. 

" Signed by tho 16tb Regiment ofFool.'* 

Note G Tho following handbill roferrod to in page 451, is copied from 

tho original in the Library of the N. Y. Historical Societ3^ 

"to ink soss of liberty in this citv. 

" Gentlemen— It's well known, that it has been Hio Custom of all nations to erect inonuinenia to per- 
petuate tho Remembrance of grnud Events. Kxperionco has proved Hint Ihcylmvebud ngO0(l£fl'ect 
on tho Posterity of those who rnised Ihem, ospecinllysuch as wero nindo sacred to Libcrfy, Intlnenced 
by Iheso Considerations, a number of the Friends to Llbcrly in tliia City, erected a Polo in tho Fields' 
on Ground belonging to the Corpornlion. as a temporary memorial of tho unanimous Opposition to tho 
detestable Stamp-Act ; which, having boon d^slroyeil by some disafleclcd Persons, a Number of llio In- 
hfthabltanta determined to erect another, made aovcnni Applicnti<)D8 to the Mayor; as tho principal Jifem- 
ber of Iho Corporation, for Leave to erect Ihe new Polo iu Ihc place where tho old one stood. The Com- 
mittee that waited ouhim the Inst Time, disposed to remove every Objection, apprehensive thntsonie of 
ihfiCorporftlionmiglit be opposed to Iha Predion of the Pole, fronin supposition that thoso Citizens who 
wero for its being raised, wore actuated solely by ft Pnrly Spirit, offered, Vhenthc Pole was finished to 
make it n Present to the Corporation, provided they would order it to be ovccted cither where the other 
stood, or near Mr. Van Bergh's, where the two Ro-ida meet. But even this, jistonishing as it may eeem 
lo Englishmen, w'fls" rejected by Ihe Miijority of tho Corporntionj and the other Requisitions denied. IVo 
<j«C8tion whether this Conducfenn bo pHrnllellcd by linyAct of any Corporation in the Brilish Dom- 
inions, Chosen by.the Snftragea of l'"rce People. 

"And now, Genllcmcn, eeeiog w-o are debarred the Privilege of public Ground to erect Iho Polo on, 
we havo purchased n pfnccfor it neur where tho other slood, which is full as public na any of tho Corpo- 
ralioD Ground. Your Altendnnco nnd Countcnnnce are desired st nine o'clock on Tucsilfty morning, tho 
Blh intani, at ^fr;Crom'lnfeiin'a Wharf, in order to carry it tip to be rniaed. ■ 

■ . , ■" , " Bv'oRDEn OF Tllli C0UMinB_B., 

" New York, February 3, H70,'' ' 



THE OLD BRIDEWELL, 



HT WILLIAM J. DAVIS, ESQ. 



This old building formerly stood in the park, on the west end of the 
City Hall. It \yas erected in 1775, as the inscription on the corner stone, 
now in possession of the ^Jew York Historical Society, indicates. This 
stone was laid with due ceremony, by the Mayor, Whitehead Hicks, who 
had held that important office for ton consecutive years, until the breaking 
out of the revolution. Mr. Hicks was descended from a Quaker family, 
who had sought a refuge in Holland, from which country they emigrated 
to New York, and settled in Queens county, Long Island, where the fam- 
ily rose to eminence. He was designed for the profession of the law, and 
placed in the office of William Smith, Esq., in the city of New York. In 
1750, he received his license as an attorney, and in October, 1766, he re- 
ceived his commission as Mayor of New York. 

Mr. Hicks, it is believed^was in favor of independence, but, being sur- 
rounded with dilficulties, owing to the difference between his political sen- 
timents and his relation to the government, which was still in the hands of 
the English, he resigned in the early part of the year 1776, and was ap- 
pointed Judge of the Supreme Court of this province. The struggle, how- 
ever, which had commenced soon after, occasioned his retirement to his 
farm at Bayside, where he died, before the termination of the war. 

This structure bad some architectural pretensions, at least in its propor- 
tions, and was susceptible of being made an elegant adjunct to the City 
Hall, by projecting the pediment, and erecting a screen of columns, with 
an entablature to support it, and a corresponding improvement to each 
wing, a proposition of this kind having been made by the Academy of De- 
sign, if a lease could have been obtained from the city; but it was re- 
jected. 

The building was built of dark grey stone, two stories high, besides the 
basement, with a pediment in the front and in the rear, which were carried 
up a story higher. The centre apartments were allotted to the keeper 
and his deputies. On the first floor, on the right, there was an apartment 
called the Long Room, and on the left a similar apartment; on the second 
floor, there wore two wards, the one called the Upper Hall, and the other 
the Chain Room. The Upper Hall was appropriated to the higher class 
of convicts. 

But the "Old Bridewell" derives its principal interest from its being 
used by the British, during tho Revolution, as a place of confinement of 
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Amorican sokliere who were so unfortunate as to be taken prisoners. IJore, 
as in all those places used for that purpose in this city, cruelty, misery and 
starvation agonized its helpless victims. The patriot iioldier, immureiJ 
within these walls, saw nothing before him but the horrid prospect of a 
long, protracted, and aggravated death. Oliver Woodruff, who recently 
died, at the age of ninety, was taken prisoner at Fort Washington, and 
has left the following record of his confinement here; " We were marched 
to New York and went into different prisons— eight hundred and sixteen 
went into the New Bridewell, I among the rest; some into the Sugar House, 
others into the Dutch Church, On Thursday morning they brought us a 
little provision, which was the first morsel we got to eat or drink after eat' 
ing our breakfast on .Saturday morning. We never drew as much pro- 
vision for three days' allowance as a man would eat at a common meal. 
I was there three months, during that inclement season, nud never saw any 
fire, except what was in the lamps of the eity. There was not a pane of 
glass in the windows, and nothing to keep out the cold except the iron 
grates."* 

Another says *' the prisoners were roughly used at Harlem, on their way 
from Fort Washington to New York, where eight hundred were stowed in 
the New Bridewell, which was a cold, open house, the windows not glazed. 
They had not one mouthfull from early Saturday morning, 'till Monday; 
rations for three days were a half pound of biscuit, half pound of pork, 
half pint of peas, half gill of rice, half ounce of butter — the whole enough 
for one good meal — and defrauded in this petty allowance; no straw or hay 
to lie on — no fuel but one cart load per week for the eight hundred men. 
At nine o'clock in the evening the Hessian guards would come in and put 
out the fire, and lay on the poor prisoners with heavy clubs, for sitting 
round the fire; water very bad, as well as bread,exoept once, good biscuit, 
and once good baker's bread. Prisoners died like rotten sheep, with cold, 
hunger and dirt, and those who had good apparel, such as buckskin 
breeches, or good coats, were neoeeaitated to sell them to purchase bread to 
keep themselves alive."* 

January 4th, 1777, N. Murray says eight hundred men were in Bridewell. 
The doctor gave poison powders to the prisoners, who soon died. Some 
were sent to Honduras to cut logwood. With these statements I will close 
the recital of the horrors suffered by those unfortunate men who were in- 
carcerated in this prison. 

The " Fields," as the Park was called in those days, has been the scene 
of some of the earliest struggles against the oppressive acta of Great 
Britain. To the Fields— to the Fields, was the rallying cry of tho Liberty 
Boys, and on this sacred ground was first heard tho youthful voice of Ham- 
ilton, the impetuous denunciations of Sears and MoDougall, and the stir- 



* Onderdonk'B RevoluliODBry lacidentB of Long Island, pp. 209 and 204. 
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ring appeals of Lamb and'Willett, urgiog tbe people to withstand the ag- 
gressire acts of the jnoth'er-oountry. 

The political bistoiy of -tibe -6ity of' New York, so quiet and devoid of 
interest for nearly'hftl-fa^'ceDt&ry, became more active and exciting ns the 
Revolutionary etruggie ■approached. No other town in all tho American 
colonies had so BJn«ii to". lose by a rupture with the^mother country; and 
except Boston^oniy, no other entered into that contest with so much avidity 
and determination.* 

The honor'of- being the- first to-resist the assumptions'by the Parliament 
of Great Britain'/ of th«'riglit to -tax the 'American' coionie?, has been very 
generally coneed€d»to'BdStDn'arid.Massaclinsetts;ibut New York may safe- 
ly claim at least '^qofility in-t'hat'-honor. ■ When Lord Grenville-^s scheme 
for raising a re*eliue-in -America wp* first brought forward, nearly all-the 
colonies remonstrated* agiinst it, but generally in tones so subdued, and 
with so many pretestaii'ons pf ilayolfy, n? to rather assure than. intimidate 
the exacting and.rapadioui'h%iiie' goVertment. Biit 'the assembly' of New 
York spoke out in louder and more decided tones, so much so that nd-mem- 
ber of the British Parliament would present their petition to that body. 
The spirit of- the New -Yorkers was quickly taken by some of the other 
colonial assemblies. Rhode Tsl.and soon after echoed the language of New 
York, and the Massachusetts leaders presently changed their protestations 
of loyalty and humble petitions for relief to language more befitting the 
character of freemen. 

The repeal of -the- Stamp Act was received in this city with every de- 
monstration of joyb'y the inhabitants, and on the 4th of June, 176G, the 
anniversary of thc-Kiijg-'s birthday, was the occasion of great festi'sitics. 
It is recorded that an ox ivas roasted on each side of the fields; a large 
stage erected, on which were placed twenty-five barrels of strong beer, a 
hogshead of rum, with' su^ar, -and other materials, to make punch; at 
another part of the fields Were preparations for a bonfire; twenty-five cords 
of wood surroui^ded'-a -pole, to the top of which were affixed twelve tar 
barrels. At the upper end of the Fields were placed- five-&nd-twenty pieces 
of cannon, and nearly on the site of the Bridewell was erected a mast, (or 
as they were afterward called, liberty^olcs.) from which was unfurled the 
first flag inscribed to liberty.* 

The history of these liberty poles is 'an interesting episode in the varions 
struggles of the Sons of Liberty. The passage, by Parliament, of the 
Mutiny or Billeting Act, which provided for tho quartering of troops in 
.America, at the partial expense of the coloiiif ts, and the arrival of a rein- 
forcement for the garrison being daily -expected, the Liberty Boys were 
aroused, and at a meeting held at Montagne's, on the site now occupied by 
Francis' book store, they solemnly resolved to resist ihis new meastire of 
oppression to the uttermost. The troops came; angry feelings wcre-soon 



' DoDlap'B History of New Yorlc. 



Gl 

excited between them and the peoplo, arid tiiii-ty-six days after the liberty 
pole was erected with ao much harmony and loyalty, it was cut down by the 
insolent soldioryj who could not bear to see this symbol of liberty standing, 
pliLoted, as it had been, almost in front of the barracks, which stood near 
Chambers street. An attempt was, however, made to re-erect it in the 
same place the nest evening, by the people, but were prevented by a band 
of mercenaries, not, however, without a fracas, in which blood was shed, 
and among those injured was Isaac Sears, but the pole was again erected. 
A little more than a month afterward tho soldiers again prostrated the 
liberty pole, and again the people upreared it, and from the top they flung 
the British banner to the breeze. On the anniversary of the repeal of the 
Stamp act, the people met, and inaugurated the *'Mast" as a "Liberty 
pole," the soldiers again Interfered, and that night the cherished emblem 
of freedom was prostrated for the third time. The people again erected it, 
bound with iron, and placed a guard there to protect it. The soldiers 
came, with their muskets loaded; but finding tliat they were ospecfced, they 
sneaked off. The next eveniug» about six o'clock, a party of armed mili- 
tary marched to the post;. and as they passed Montagne's house, where 
the Liberty Boys were assembled, they fired two shots into it. Fearful re- 
taliation would have followed this atrocious act, had not" the Governor in- 
terfered, and ordered the soldiers to refrain from further aggressive acts . 
The pole stood in proud defiance until 1770, when, on January the 16th, 
at midnight, the soldiers came from the barracks, armed, prostrated it, 
sawed it in pieces, and piled it up in front of Montagne's. The perpetra- 
tors were discovered, the bell of St. George's Chapel, in Beekman street, 
was rung, and early nest morning, three thousand persons stood around 
the stump of the pole, and by resolutions, declared their rights, and their 
determination to maintain them. The next day, two men were detected 
in posting scui-rilous handbills, signed the 16th regiment, defying the 
people and the authorities; they were arrested by Scars and another Liber- 
ty Boy, and an attempt to rescue them was made by a part of the soldiers, 
belonging to the lower barracks, who, finding themselves likely to be over- 
powered, retreated through the fields until they reached Golden Hill, now 
known as John street, between William and Cliff, followed closely by the 
people; here meeting a reinforcement, the soldiers made a sland, but the 
people, smarting under their insolence, were not to be restrained; they 
rushed upon their oppressors and soon disarmed and dispersed them; num- 
bers were injured on both sides. Francis Field, a Quaker citizen, was 
standing in his doorway, received a severe wound in his cheek. Three 
other citizens were wounded; one of them thrust through with a bayonet, 
and at some distance from thence, a sailor was cut down. A lad who had 
been hurt in the head, while seeking shelter from his pursuers, in a neigh- 
boring house, a thrust was made with a bayonet at a woman who opened 
the door of the house into which he had escaped. A citizen, who was 
armed with a cane, made a good defence against two of the soldiers, and 
3* 
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succeeded in making them retreat to the hill. Another inhabitant, coming 
out of his door, was attacked by several; but Laving an efficient weapon, 
was successful in defending his citadel. 

The whole party now occupied the hill, and the people, uotwithstanding 
the disparity of weapons, kept them in occupation, and hcmmcil thera in 
on every side.* Many of the soldiers were disabled and disarmed, and the 
populace might have taken a more sanguinary vengeance than they did; 
but contented themselves by merely disarming them. As another rein- 
forcement of soldiers appeared at this juncture, in the rear of the party 
which surrounded the hill, they called to their comrades to charge through 
the citizens, and they would support tbeiu by an attack upon the rear; but 
a party of officers now appearing, the soldiers were ordered to the bar- 
racks. Thus ended the battle for that day, but the contest was not yet 
over. The hireling soldiery, smarting under the successful resistance from 
opponents whom they affecfed to despise, did not lessen the spirit of hatred 
which existed with so much intensity between them and the people; hence 
a desire for revenge animated the soldiers to further acts of riot and out- 
rage, and eiirly the next morning they re-commenced their lawless pro- 
ceedings, by attacking a woman coming from market, whose cloak was 
thrust through by a bayonet in the hands of a soldier. 

In the various encounters with the military, the sailors generally sided 
with the people, and about noon a battle commenced between some 
soldiers and a party of sailors, in which an old seaman was thrust through 
the body. While this contention was raging, the Mayor appeared on the 
ground and ordered all to disperse; but the soldiers heeded not the civil 
power; and a messenger who was sent to the barracks in Whitehall street to 
their officers to order off the military, was intercepted with drawn bayonets 
and forbade to proceed. A party of Liberty Boys, who were amusing 
themselves at a ball court on the corner of Broadway and John street, 
hearing of the affray, together with some of the people, proceeded thither 
and soon dispersed these mercenaiy vagabonds. These defeats did not 
seem to have that soothing effect which failure is supposed to possess; for 
in the afternoon, while a number of citizens had assembled in the Park in 
front of the New Jail, now the Record office, a party of military appeared 
in sight, and, without any provocation, charged up the rear of the meeting. 
The inhabitants opened to the right and left and allowed them to pass 
through; but, determined to provoke an affray, they attempted to disarm 
some of the citizens of their canes. A battle now began, in which the 
soldiers were defeated, disarmed and driven to the barracks. Thus ended 
a struggle of two days' duration, in which the rights of the whole commu- 
nity were involved, and were thus nobly vindicated. 

Michael Smith, a young man engaged in the battle of Golden Hill, by 
which name the affair was known for many years, disarmed a soldier, and 

* Leakfl's Life of Gen. Lamb, page 57. 
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boio the musket through the whole of the Revolution, and it is now cher- 
ished as an inestimable relie, by his descendantti. The old hero died about 
eight years ago, aged ninety-four years, a pensioner, and was probably the 
last survivor of the New York Liberty Boys. 

P'inding a small strip of private ground, within the fields, and near the 
site of the former pole, the Sons of Liberty purchased it, and thereon they 
erected the fifth and last polo, and guarded it with iron bauds and bars, and 
sunk deep in the earth, so as to defy all further attempts to prostrate it. 
Jt was inscribed Liberty and Property. 

It is strange, with what silence these struggles of the people of New 
York against their oppressors, has been passed over by diifercnt historians; 
even Mr. Bancroft merely says, in his aceouut of tho Golden Mill affair, 
that there was a struggle for two days between the people and tho soldiers, 
and devotes several pages to the Boston Massacre, which did not take 
place until nearly two months afterwards, and without the priuoiples which 
actuated the Liberty Boys to prevent any eucroaohnicnt on the civil power 
bv the military. Surely, a contest of two days' duration, must be more 
than a mere street brawl. Boston has preserved the identity of the spot 
■where "-rew the Tree of Liberty on her Common; cannot New York imi- 
tate her example, and perpetuate the spot on which was erected the first 
Liberty Polo in the fields'! 

During the war of 1812, the Keeper of Bridewell was " Old Tom Haz- 
zard," he was a square stout built man, and designed by nature for a turn- 
key, not that he was cruel, but that ho looked upon each convict as a 
prisoner; and it was his business to take eare of him; he was kind to those 
in suffering, and it is said, that many of the Auioricau soldiers in the British 
prisons, were preserved from starvation by tho stealthy visits of Tom to 
their miserable dungeons with a good supply of food. The fast young 
men of his day, who could not give a very satisfactory account of where 
they had passed the previous night, were generally asked if they had not 
taken beds of old Hazzard. 

The old buildinff was demolished iu ISSS, and became quite a stone 
quarry for the builder then engaged in erecting the " Tombs" in Centre 
street; thus, for a similar use, but in different form, is it " permitted to visit 
the pale glimpses of the moon." 

One of the most interesting incidents connected with tho old building, 
at least with a large class of our citizens, is, that after the old jail was re- 
modeled into the present Hall of Records, the old bell, which had hung in 
the belfry during tho devolution, was taken down and placed on the 
Bridewell, as a fire alarm bell, for which purpose it had always been used, 
and often broken the stillness of tho night by its well-known tones of alarm. 
Among our old firemen it was cherished as an old friend, and during the 
chieftainship of John Lamb and Tommy Franklin, it was the principal 
means of giving notice of a conflagration, on which occasions tho citizens 
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migbt be seen hasteaLog to the fire, each with his lire bucket' on hi^ arm, 
and then forming in two lines, one to hand along the full buckets, and 
the other to pass them back again to be refilled, and by this means to keep 
the engines supplied. On the destruction of the BrideTvellj it was placed 
in a cupola on the roof of Naiad Hose Co., in Bearer street, still devoted to 
its ancient uses; but they were destined to be for only a short duration; it 
was doomed to fall by the enemy against which it had so long and so suc- 
cessfully warred. The great fire of 1845, in the course of its progress, 
swept away the building and the bell, but this faithful sentinel rung its 
last alarm, nor did it cease to exist until three hundred buildings and 
their contents, worth five millions, became its hecatomb. 




HISTORICIL SKETCH 



TS[,AND3 IX THE EAST RIVER AND NEW YORK HARBOR, 



Handell's Island. 

After the English capture J tho province, in 1664, this island was con - 
fisoated as property of subjects of the State of Holland at war with Eng- 
l:u)cl, and upon tho application of Thomas Delavall, who was then collector 
of the customs at New York, this and the larger island adjoining wero 
patented to Delavall. They wore then called after some former Dutch 
possessor, the Great and Little Barents Islands, afterwiirds corrupted into 
Barno's Islands or Barn Islands. Ths consideration paid by Delarall for 
these two islands was about two hundred dollars of the present currency . 

Thomas Delavall died in 1632, and Little Same's not being mentioned 
in his will, was inherited by his heirs, and on partition of the estate, came 
to his daughter Frances, who married James Carteret, one of the proprie- 
tors of New J ersey. 

James Carteret and wife having deceased, the island was inherited by 
their daughter Elizabeth, who married, first, a relative named Carteret, 
and after his death married Philip Pipon, Esq., of the Islarid of Jersey, 
Great Britain. 

After the death of Philip Pipon, bis two sons agreed that the youngest 
should take the property in America, and the eldest hold that in Great 
Britain . In conformity with which agreement, Elias, the youngest brother 
released to his brother J ames all his interest in the estate there, and having 
received a similar release for the property in New York, he came hither 
with hii family in the year 1732, and erected a house upon little Barne's 
Island, whither he removed, and to which he gave the name of " Belle- 
isle." 

But Elias Pipon seems to have been of rather an improvident character, 
and ho soon found himself in difficulties for which'the romantic situation 
and the euphoueous name of bis island home afforded no satisfactory solu- 
tion. It needed pretty hard work to make a stylish living from the land, 
as Mr. Pipon's habits were of the expensive order, he found himself, 
within a year, compelled to borrow money on his island. Within five years 
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the mortgages hail run u\i to several hundred pounda, and Mr. Elias Pipon 
was also greatly in debt to merchants in tha city. So that, in 1739, he 
saw the chaos of bankruptcy opening before him, and the necessity followed 
of malting an assignment of all his property for the benefit of his creditors. 
Thus the beautiful Belle-isle came into the hands of trustees, and I'^lias 
Pipon, it is supposed, returned to England. 

The nest occupant was an amiable English gentleman, by name, St. 
George Talbot, who, having also an eye to the romantic, had bought up 
the mortgages, .and upon Pipon's departure, he settled his family upon the 
island, and in 1747, completed his purchase of the property, whereby he 
became the full owner. An old receipt is extant of the lawyer's foes in 
drawing up these papers, which shows the approved style of those little in- 
struments in those times : 

"New Yokk, 17th April, 1719. 
Kec'd then of Mr. Talbot, counsel fee on sundry releases between him 
and Alderman Johnson, relating to Little Same's Island, charged 21 Jan'y, 
1747. I say, rco'd by me. Signed, 

WILLIAM SMITH." 
At the foot of this paper is a memorandum, in the hand-wi'iting of Mr. 
Talbot, by which it is supposed he intended to perpetuate his feelings on 
the occasion of paying this bill to the latest generations, in the following 
words ; " Mr. Smith'scharge was extortionate; beholdhis blinding of man ! 
but the Almighty is omniscient." Mr. Talbot resided on this island, 
which was then callod Talbot's Island, until his death, which took place 
about the year 1765 By his will he devised his lands to the Society in 
Groat Britain for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 

In the year 1772, the executors of Mr. Talbot sold the island to John 
Montresor, Esq., and Captain of Engineers in the British service, then 
stationed at IMewYork. Captain Montresor removed his family to this 
romantic spot, the name of which ho changed to Montresor's Island, and 
there he resided during the war. He left the country at the time of the 
evacuation of New Vork by the British, and returned to his native country. 
Thence he wrote the following gay epistle concerning his property in 
America, to a legal friend in Now York. 

' ' Belmont, near Feversham, \ 
Kent, 2d Sept., 1783. > 

'^ Mtj dear Richard: 

"By the last packet I had the happiness of scribbling yon a few lines, 
and inclosing you two powers of attorney, one to dispose of my desolate 
island, the other of every thing I possess within those distracted discoveries 
of Master Kit Columbus. Captain and Mrs. Douglas have passed a 
couple of months with us, and are just gone to finish the summer in Hamp- 
shire with Sir Andrew Hammond's family. They have been reoonnoitei- 
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ing our neigliborhood pour une bonne mouillafre. We'TO been altogether 
along the sea coast, and at the Canterbm-y races. And Mr. Burton's family, 
who are all well and happy, and desire us with their love to you and your 
good mother, with kisses to the little folks; and remain, my dear Richard, 
with the greatest cordiality, ever yours, 

"JOHN MONTRESOR. 
"Addressed, Richard Harison, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, New York." 

On the 1st of April, 1784, the island was disposed of to Samuel Qgden, 
of New York, formerly of Boonetowu, Morris County, New Jersey, Mr. 
Ogden did not occupy it, however. 

On the 29th November, 17S4, it was sold by Ogden to Jonathan Kandell, 
a young farmer, who made sufficient money off it in ten years, to pay the 
whole purchase money, twenty-four hundred pounds. 

There Mr. Randell (after whose name the island was thenceforth called) 
resided for nearly fifty years. By his will, made in 1S30, he authorized 
his executors to sell it, when a majority of his children requested such 
sale, which they did in 1832; and negotiations were entered into for its 
purchase by the Corporation of New York, which were consummated in 
1835, when the title was passed to the Corporation for the consideration 
of fifty thousand dollars. 

It is now used for public purposes, and chiefly as the nursery schools for 
children, at the public charge; and buildings have recently been erected on 
the island by the Society for the I^eformation of Juvenile Delinquents, for 
a House of Refuge. The buildings are of an extensive, character, and the 
island is an object of attraction, a^ affording a most substantial evidence 
of the enlarged charities which distinguish the great commercial emporium 
of the Western "Warld. 



Great Barn Island. 

In the year 1637, Heyseys and Numers, both Indian chiefs of " May- 
rechkeniockingh," conveyed to Woutor Van Twiller, then Governor of 
New Netherlands, this island, estimated to contain two hundred acres, 
which was called, in the native nomenclature, " Tenkenas." Van Twiller, 
however, did not attempt to occupy it, and it is supposed to have remained 
as a property of the West India Company until the taking of the country 
by the English, when, with its adjoining neighbor, (Randell's Island,) it 
was confiscated and granted to Thomas Delavall, who owned a considerable 
farm at Harlem, and found this a useful appendage for grazing purposes. 

Upon the death of Delavall, It passed by his will to William Dervall, 
his son-in-law, and froin that tiipe we have not been able to trace its pro- 
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prietors, until after the ReTolationary War, when it is found that Ben- 
j imin Hildreth, a distiller of New York, owned one undivided half part of 
the island, which he sold in 1785 to William Lownds. The other half was 
then owned by John William Pinfold. The island was at that time un- 
occupied as a place of residence, and so remained untilthe year 1806, when 
the whole island was sold by the then proprietors. William Lownds, sold 
his half to Jasper Ward; and John Molenaar, who owned the other half, 
sold it to Bartholomew Ward. 

After this time, the island, which had previously been only known as 
Great Barne's Island or Great Barent's Island, became commonly designated 
after the resident owners, the Messrs. Ward. 

As early as 1807, the Wards sold off parts of the island to several per- 
sons of the Lawrence family, by whom it was laid off upon a map inter- 
sected by streets. These streets were not, however, actualiy set off, and 
the island remained in its primitive condition. 

Several subsequent owners of small parts of the island appear, among 
whom were Nicholas Berrian, James P. Wall, Henry M. Western, Hetty 
Maria Ward, Joshua S. Underbill, Daniel Seymour, Charles M. Leupp 
and Melanchton L. Seymour. 

In June, 1852, Abraham it. Lawrence sold to the Corporation of New 
York, the part owned by him, being a little over sixty acres, for the sum of 
ninety thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight dollars and seventy-five 
cents, being at the rate of fifteen hundred dollars per acre. 

The executors of John L. Lawrence sold to the Corporation between 
eight and nine acres for the sum of twelve thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two dollars and fifty cents, and other sections, of between eight and 
nine acres, were sold to the same parties by Underbill, Leupp and 
Seymour. 

The Corporation own about half the island, and have appropriated it to 
public purposes. 



Elackwell's Island, 

This island was conveyed to Governor Van Twiller, at the same time 
with its larger neighbor in Hell-gate, by the same Indian chiefs of May- 
rechkeniockingh. It was called by the Indians Minnahanock, and then 
estimated to contain about one hundred and twenty acres. 

From that time, its history is somewhat obscure, although it certainly 
was in the possession of the BlackweU family a hundred years, in which it 
remained until the year 1823, since when it was occupied by James Black- 
well-, who cultivated it for farming purposes. The old house, inhabited by 
him, wBa evidently built many years ago, but as to its precise antiquity we 
bare fia means of jnd^ng. 
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Mr. Blaokwell, sold tbis property ' in 1823 to James L. Bell for thirty 
thovis<|,n4 dollars; but the latter being unable to make his payments, the 
moEfgage .given to Mr. Blaekwell was foreclosed and the property repur- 
chased, and Mr. Blaekwell, in the year 1628, foimd apnrchaser in the 
Corporation, to whom it was sold for the sura of thirty-two thousand dol- 
lar.<. It appeared afterwards, howcrer, that the Corporation had not pur- 
chased a clear title, for, in 1843, the widow of the former purchaser, Mr. 
Bell, commenced proceedings to recover her dower; interest, which, it ap- 
pears, had never been divested; and the Corporatiop were compelled r to 
pay twenty thousand dollars in satisfaction of her claini. 

This island is uow totally changed from its rjtral, character, being 
wholly occupied by various public edifices and tljeir appropriate grounds. 
These are the Penitentiary, the Alms-bouse, t' o Lunatic Asylum, Public 
Hospital and kindred institutions. 



Governor's ■ Island . 

This island was known to the Indians by the name of Pagganck, and by 
the Dutch was called Nutten, or Nut,Island. The emigrants destined for 
the settlement of Manhattan Island, first landed on this island; but that 
spot furnishing no water for the cattle, they were within a day or two 
afterwards taken over to Manhattan Island. 

Governor Wouter Van Twiller, who seems to have had a peculiar pas- 
sion for islands, (as '.ve have seen his purchase from the Indians of the 
islands in the East river,) bought this one also in his own name from 
Cakapeteimo and Pchiwas, who are described as the owners. 

This island does not seem to have ever been sold to any individual pro- 
prietor after the sale to Van Twiller. Its contiguity to the south point 
of Manhattan Island, made it obviously an important reservation for the 
defence of the harbor, although no fortification was erected upon it in the 
early Colonial era. Smith, in his history published in 1756, says, " About 
six furlongs south-east of the Fort (on Manhattan Island) lies Nutten 
Island, containing about one hundred or one hundred and twenty acres, 
resei-ved by an act of assembly as a sort of demesne for the governors, upon 
which it is proposed to erect a strong castle; because an euemy might from 
thence easily bombard the cify, without being annoyed either by our 
battery or the fort." 

This island was ceded to the United States by an act of the legislature, 
passed February la, 1800. The jurisdiction so ceded does not, however, 
prevent execution of process, issued under authority of this state. 

It is now occupied solely as a military station of the United States army. 
It is extensively fortified, and it is supposed would prove of great impor- 
tance in the defence of our harbor . 
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Bedlow^'s Island, 
The first owner of this island, of Tvhom wo have any record, was an in- 
dividnal named Isaac Bedlow, a merchact of New Amsterdam, by whose 
name it is still known. Mr. Bedlow died in the year 1672. His represent- 
atives somo years subsequently sold the island,-aud It afterwards came 
into the possession of Copt. Archibald Kennedy (afterwards Earl of Cassi- 
liSj) who at that time commanded the naval station, under the British 
government, in this harbor. Captain Kennedy occupied the island as a 
summer residence, and for a number of years it was distinguished as Ken- 
nedy's Island. It subsequently became the property of the State, and by 
act of the legislature in 1800, it was ceded to the United States govern- 
ment, by whom it is now occupied as a military station. Fortifications of 
a formidable character have been, from time to time, erected on the side 
facing the channel of the harbor. The authority to serve process on this 
island from from courts of Now York, was reserved in the act of cession 
to the general government. 



Oyster Island. 
This littiu island, lying along the oyster banks of the Jersey shore, has, 
from the earliest times since the settlement of tho Dutch, been known by 
the came it etill boars. It was always a desert island until it came into 
possession of the United States, and was a common resort of parties from 
the city for ©j'^ster feasts, for which it was famous in the times of the Dutch, 
although, in later years, this delectable shell-fish, which was formerly so 
common as to be the cheapest article of food for the poor, is noWj not very 
plentiful along those shores. At one period, about a century since, this 
island was nicknamed Bucking Island. The state ceded it to the United 
Status governmental the samo time with Governor's and Bedlow*s Islands, 
and with the same reservations. It has been known, at different periods, 
by the names of Ellis' Island and Gibbet Island. The latter appellation 
being given, it is supposed, from the circumstance of its being, at times, 
the place of execution of state criminals. Among others hanged at this 
place, was the pirate Gibbs . 



II I S T R I U A L SKETCHES 

OF THE 

ORIGIN AND CHANGES OF NAMES OF THE STREETS, 
OF THIS crci'. 



Abingdon place— a part of Troy street. See under that head for origin. 
Abingdon square — on parts of Bleecker and Hudaou streets and Eighth 

avenue. See those street? for origin. 
Adams place— on Laurens street, between Prince and Spring. See Lau- 

raus street. 
Albany street — originally Sioartwout's dock, subsequently fronting the 

Albany basin. 
Albion place — a part of Fourth street. See the origin under that head. 
Allen street — originally in Delancy's farm; projected as a street about 

tho year 1760 ; liuown iu 1797 as Fourth street; known in 1817 and 

since as Allen street. 
Amity street^projected about the year 1807. Known then and since as 

Amity street. 
Amity place — a part of Laurens street. See under that head. 
Amity alloy — a small street, containing about eight houses. 
Amos street — projected about the year 1807. Known theu and since as 

Amos street. 
Ann street — laid out about the year 1720, and then called by that 

name. 
Anthony street — projected about 1795 ; known in 1797 as Catharitte 

street; known in 1807 as Anthony street, 
Aroh place — rear of 109 Canal street. 
Astor place — originally a road leading from the Bowery to Monument 

lauo. In 1807 known as Art street. 
Attorney street — projected about the year 1795 ; called then and since 

Attorney street. 
Avenue A — established by tho Commissioners for laying out tho island, 

iu 1807. 
Avenue B — established by the Commissioners for laying out the island, 

in 1807. 
Avenue C — established by the Commissioners for laying out the island, 

in 1807. 



Avenuo D established by the Commissioners for laying oat the island, 

in 1807. 
Avenue First — estabUBhed by the Commissioners for laying out the island, 

in 1507. 
Avenne Second — established by the Commissioners for laying out the 

island, in 1807.' 
Atenuo Third— established by . the Commissioners for laying out the 

island, in 1507. 
Avenne Jonrth-^rertaKlShed by the •Commiasidnera for laying, out the 

island, in 1807. 
Avenue Fifth — established by the Conimiasioners for laying out the 

island, in 1807. - 

Avenue :5iith — established by the. Commissioners for laying out the 

island, in 1SQ7. , 
Avenue Seventh — established by the Commissioners for laying out the 

island, in 1807 .• 
Avenue Eighth— established by the CommissioDers for laying out the 

island, in 1S07. 
Avenne Ninth — established by the Commissioners for laying out the 

island^ in 1807. 
Avenue Tenth — established by the Commissioners for laying out the 

island, in 1807. 
Avenue Eleventh — established by the Commissioners for laying out the 

- i.sland, in 1S07. 
Bank street — projected about the year 1507 ; known then and since as 

Bnnk street. 
Barclay street— originally in Trinity church farm. Laid out abont 1750 ; 

called after Rev. Mr. Barclay. 
Ban-ow street— projected about the year 1507. Known then and since as 

Barrow street. 
Batavia street — projected about 1750 ; known in 1755 as Batavia lane. 
Battery place — knowB .is Marketfield street in 1797. Known as Batteri/ 

place about thirty years since. 
Bayard street — projected about 1750 ; named aft«r Bayard's farm in this 

vicinity. Known in 1755 as Bayard street. Part known In 17GG a? 

Fisher street. Known in 1507. and since wholly as Bayard street. 
Beach street — laid out about the year 1807. Known since as Beach sti -d . 
Beaver street— originally a part of it called the " Old Ditch ;" afterwaids, 

in 16-57, part called the " Beaver graft," and part called " Pnncc 

street," in 1657 ; Beaver street in 1691 ; in 1728 (part) Sloat lane. 
Bedford street — projicted about the year 1507 ; then and since known as 

Bedford steett. 
Beckman street — projcited about the year 1720. Then and since known ai 

Beekman street 
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Benson street — projected abcjut the yejir 1607. 

Eethune street— laid out within recent years. 

Birmingham street— laid out about forty years since, and known^ as Bir- 
mingham street. 

Bleecker street— projected about, the ycarl&QT. Known then in part as 
Blceckcr street, and part as David street, and part as George street. In 
1817 known in part as Herring street. All known as Bleecker street 
about thirty years. 

Bloomingdale road — the ancient road to Bloomingdale ; recently known as 
Broadway . 

Bond street — Projected about 1807; known then and siijee us Bond street. 

Bowery — originally the Bowery road; so called, from Governor ^tuyve. 
sant's furt^, or ".bouwery," lying upon that road. . Knojyn as the 
Bowery, lajie in 1760 Known since 1S07 as T/ic Boweri/. 

Bowery, Iflaee-rrear of 49 Chrystie street . 

Bowling Green — original front line of the fort, afterwards the position of 
the Government House . 

Brevoort .place — a part of Tenth street. 

Bridge street- originally the Brugh street, leading to the bridge crossing 
brook at Broad street; Bridge street in 1674; Hull street in 1691; 
- known in iy2S,, and ^D<te, as Bridge street. 

Broad street — originally the line of brook or inlet; o.alle4v in J657 the 
'■*H^ero gr^ft "and the '* Prince graft;" ditch' lUled up in 1676, and 
known since as Broad street. 

Broadway.rrOi^'S^RP'yj' *'^e principal :road, through the island, called the 
"Great highway;" the Heere street (1656); the "Broad wagon way'' 
in 167{). Broadway in 1674 and since. It only extended originally 
as, far as tJieiPark, thence, followed the line of the present Chatham 
street. E^^teuded beyond the park after the Revolution, the upper 
part then known as Great George street. All called Broadway in 17!f7. 
Is now continuously built up for about four and a half miles, and con- 
tains about 1200 houses. 

Broome street — projected about 1750; known in 1755 as St. Hevins street; 
known in 1766 as Bullock street; known in 1797 in part as Bullock 
street, in part as William street, and part as Orcliard street. Known 
ia 1807, and since wholly as Broome street. 

Burling slip^made into the river at diiferent times from the year 1700. 
Known- in 172Svas: icon's s/ip; in 1766 as Rodman's slip; since the 
Revolution as Burling slip. ■ 

Camde'n place — a part of East Eleventh street. 

Canal street— originally the line of the Collect outlet; projected as a street 

' . aboijt 'the year 1807; tlien andisince ikbown as Canal street. 
Cannon street — projected about the year 1795; known in 1797 and since as 
Cannon street. 



74 

Carlisle street — laid out after the Revolution; known as Carlisle street in 

1797. 
Carmine street — projected about the 3'ear 1807; known then and since as 

Carmine street. 
Caroline street — the original head of Duane street slip. 
Carroll place — a part of Bleecker street. 

Catharine street — projected about 1750; known in 1755 as Catharine street . 
Catharine place — laid out about 1795, called Catharine lane. 
Catharine slip — projected about the year 1690: known in l()97and since as 

Calliarine slip. 
Cedar street — laid out about 1690; name, in 1691, Smith strut; in 1728 

Little Queen street^ known in 1797 and since Cedar street . 
Centre street — In part projected about 1795, a portion in 1797 called Pat- 
terns hilt; known in 1S07 nsCoUect street; known in 1817, in part, as Col- 

lectstrect; part as Rynder''s street; since extensively known as Centre 

street. 
Centre Market place — in rear of Centre market 
Chambers street — projected about 1760; called Chambers street in. 
Charles street — projected about the year 1S07; known then and since as 

Charles street. 
Charlton street — projected about the year 1807; known then and since as 

Charlton street. 
Chatham street — originally the high road to Boston, named, about the time 

of the Revolution, Chatham street. 
Chatham square— the original junction of the post road and road to Cor- 

lear's hook. 
Cherry street —so called after a cherry orchard belonging to Thomas Dela- 

vall, near Franklin square; originally a road along the shore of the 

river; known in 1766 as Cherry street; known in 1797 in part as Cherry 

styp.ety in part as Garden street; known in 1S07 and since as Cherry 

street. 
Chestnut street — laid out about the time of the Revolution; since known 

as Chestnut street . 
Christopher street — projected about the year 1807; known then and since 

as Christopher street . 
Chrystie street — projected about the year 1760; known in 1766 as First 

street, ' 

Church street — originally in King's farm, held by Trinity Church; laid out 

about 1750; name, in 1755, Church street. 
City Hall place— projected about 1795; known in 1797 as Augustus street; 

known as City Hallplace, within recent years. 

Clarke street — projected about the year 1507; known then and since as 
Clarke street. 
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Clarkson gtreet — projected about the year 1807; known then and since as 

Clarkson street. 
Cliff street— originally lying in Vandercliff's orchard; laid out about 1720; 

called Cliff street; name of part, in 1755, Skinner street; Cliff street in 

1791 and since. 
Clinton street—projected about 1760; known 176G aa Arundel street; 

known in 1797, in part as Arundel street; in part as Clinton street; 

Icnown as Clinton street about thirty years. 
Clinton place— a part of Eighth street. 
C6enties' slip — so called from Coenraet Teneyck; known in 1766 as the 

Albany pier; since the rerolution as Coenties slip. 
College place — originally in King's farm, held by Trinity church; laid ont 

about the year 1730; name in 1755, Chapel street. 
Collister street — laid out about forty years since, and known aa Collister 

street. 
Columbia street — projected about 1795; known in 1797 and since as Colum- 
bia street. 
Columbia place — part of Eighth street. 
Commerce street — projected about the year 1807; known then and since as 

Commerce street . 
Congress street — formerly Smith street; laid out about twenty-five years 

since . 
Corlears street — projected about the year 1S07; then and since known as 

Corlaers street. 
Cornelia street — laid oxit about forty years since, and known as Cornelia 

street. 
Cortlandt street — called after the owner of the land; laid out about the year 

1740; name, in 1755, Cortlandt street. 
Cortlandt alley — laid out about the year 1800; Known as Cortland alley. 
Cottage place — part of Third street. 
Cottage row— part of Fourth avenue. 
Crosby street — projected about 1795; known in 1797 and since as Crosby 

street. 
Cross street— projected about 1795; known in 1797 and since as Cross 

street. 
Cuyler's alley — laid out about the time of the Kevolutioa, andsince known 

as Cuyler's alley. 

Decatur place— part ol Seventh street. 

Delancoy street^projected about the year 1795; then ond lioce known as 

Delancey street. 
Depau row— part of Bleecker street, named after the original owner oF (ho 

buildings. 
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Depeyster etrftet — projected about 'the time of the Revolution; known as 

DepcysUr street la 1797, and since. 
DeslM^Jsee-'stieet—^lsid • ont about the yeav 1800; known in 1807 and since 
• 'as Desbrosses street. ■■ - - ■ • . ■ 

Dey street — called after Teunis Dey, owner of 309 feet orr Bread way/ run- 

nihg' to river; laid out aboiili 1740; name ill '1755,- and" since' as' Dey 

street. ' ' 

Division street — an ancient road dividing the Delancy and Rutgers' 

farms, and leading to Corlear's hook; known as Division street in 1766 

and since. 
Dominick street— projected about the year 1607; known then and since as 

Dominick street. 
Dover street — laid out about the time of the Revolution; known as Dover 

street. 
Downing street— projected about the year 1807; known then and since as 

Downing street, 
Doyers street — established about the year 1800; since known as Doi/er^s 

sty eet. 
Dry Dock street^^laid out within recent years. 
Duane street — part known as Barley street in 1791 ; known in 1807 and 

since as Duane street. 
Dutch street — laid out about the year 1720; known as Dutck street. 

East street— -projected about the year 1S07; then and since known as East 

street. 
East Broadway — originally a lane leading to Rutgers' farm house; projected 

as a street=about the time of the Revolution; known tcsHarman street 

in 1691 ; known as Kast Broadway ahbub twenty -five! years. 
East Elecranlh street — established by the'-Comraissioners for-laying out the 

island in 1807. . . - ? ,. . , , .. . .- - . 

East Thirteenth street — established by the GDmmissioueFs.-for laying out 
,.. ' thoialanAin 1807. . . . - .^ . », . ^ 

East Fourteenth street — established by the Commissioners for le^'ing out 
V- tl>e«ala4uiijiia07...-. . , 'i , . _ - . . 

East Fifteenth street — established by the Commissioners for laying out 

the island io- 1887. : , .- -■ . • 

East Sixteenth street — established by the Commissi.onerfl for laying out 

the island in 1807. 
East Seventeenth street — established by the CommisBioners-for laying out 
L,. the islandiin 1807.!. . ..... : '. 

East Eighteenth street — nstablished by the Commissioijers.ifo^ laying out 
~e[ tkeiisJand in 18C7, ,; _ .,'■;, ;. 

Eaat^-Nincteenth street — established by the Commissiouors for laying out 

the island in 1807. 
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East Twcutieth sli'oet — established by the Comniissioiiiiis for laying out 

the island in 1807. 
Kast Twcnty-flrst sti'eet — ostablishcd by the Commissioners for laying ont 

the island in 1807 . 
lUnst Twenty-second street — established by the Commissionors for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
East Twenty-third street — established by tlio Coniiiiissionors lor laying 

out the island in 1807. 
East Twenty-fourth street — established by the Comniissionei'S for laying 

out tho island in 1807. 
East Twenty-fifth street — established by tho Commissioners for laying out 

the island in 1S07. 
East Twenty-sixth street— established by tho Commissioners for laying out 

tho island in 1807. 
East Twenty-seventh street — established by the Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
East Twenty-eighth street — established by tho Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
East Twenty-ninth street — established by tlio Commissioners for laying 

ont the island in 1807 . . 

East Thirtieth street — established by the Commissfcners for laying out tho 

island in 1807. \ 

East Thirty-first street— established by tho Commisljonors for laying out 

the island in 1S07. \ 

East Thirtj'-sccond street — established by tho Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. * 

Eighth street— established by tho Commissioners for'Jaying out the island 

in 1807. ^ ' 

Eldridgo street— projeetcd about 1760; flist known ns Jf'/iiirf slrcel. 
Elizabeth street — projected about 1760; known in 175s and since as JEliza- 

beth street, \ 

Elm street — projected about 1795; in part known in ^797 as Ann street; 

in part as Pitt street — known in 1S07 and since aslE/?» street. 
Erie place — buildings roeentlj' erected b}' the Erie Railroad Company, 

foot of Dnano street. 
E3se.\ street — projected about 1760; known in 1766 as /i,"s5C.r street. 
Essex market place — rear of Essex market. 
ILxcbangc alloy — an ancient path-way, knowJi in early times as '* the uttey 

that leads to oyster pasty" — afterwards known as " Pasty alley." 
Exchange place — originally 'T Schuape waytre, or sheep pasture, in 1657, 

afterwards Tuyen straat, or Garden street; in 1691, Church street; 

in 1723, part known as Garden street; in 172S, part known as Flatten 

barrack ; in 1797, all known as Garden street — -name changed after tho 

erection of tho Exchange in Wall street. 
4 
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Kxtra stioot — a laiio vunniiig noilh from First, stroot, bctwoon Bowory 
and Second avenue. 

Fnclory street — projected about llio year 1807; then Itnown as Catharine 

street. 
Ferry street— origiHnlly in Beekman Swainp; laid ont about 1740, called 
Ferry street, being ojijiositc tlie original ferry landing from Krooldyn. 
Fiftli street — established by the Commissioners for Inying out tlic island, 

in IS07. 
First street — established by tlic Commissioners for laying ont the island, 

1S07. 
Fisher's court — ojiens at 2G Oak street. 
-Fitzroy place — part of West Twenty-eighth street, 
Fletcher street— projected previous to the Kcvoliition; known as F/elcher 

itred in 1797. 
Forsyth street — projected about 17C0; known in 17C6 as Second street. 
Fourth street — projected in part about the year IS07; llicn known as 

IVillium street. 
Frankfort street — laid ont about 1725; called, it is supposed, in compliment 

to the native country of a celebrated Jacob Leisler, who owned proper- 
ty in this vicinity, and is understood to havo been buried there after 

his execution in 1691. 
Franklin street — projected about the year 1793; known in 1797 as Provost 

street; known in 1807 as Sugar Loaf street. 
Franklin place — formerly Seolt's alley, from No. 70 Franklin street to 

White street. 
Franklin square — so named fronr the wealthy family of Franklins, who 

resided at that place . 
Front street— originally on the East river; filled in about tlio time of the 

devolution; called Front street in 1791. 
Fulton street — laid out about 1720; original nsmo Fair street; name of 

part in 1755, Partition street; all known as Fulton street about the 

time of the last war. 

Giinsovoort street — an old road formerly known as Greenwich lane also as 

Great Kiln road. 
Gay street — established a few years since. 

Glover place — after the Glover family, owners of property in that vicinity. 
Gocrck street — projected about the year 1807; then and since known as 

Goerck street. 
Gold street— after Golden hill, as that vicinity was originally called' laid 

out about 1720; called, in part, Vaiidcrcliff strmt, after Uirek Van- 

dcrclilf's orchard, and in i^art Rutgers hill, ani in imrt Gold street 

All known as Gold street in 1791. 



79 

Gouverneur street— laid out about the year 1807; known then and since 
as Gouverneur street. 

Gouverneur lane — laid out about the tiino of tho Kevoliition — known as 
Gouverneur lane iu 1797. 

Gouvornour slip — foot of Gouverneur street. 

Graincrcy Park — a name derived from the original name of tho property, 
"Crom Mcssie" a shoemaker's knifo. 

Grand street — projected in 1760; known in 1755 as Judith street; known in 
1766 as Grand street; known in 1797, in part as Grand street; iu pnrt 
ns Jinn street; in part as Meadoxu street; known iu 1S07 and sineo, 
wholly as Grand street; known in 1S07 and since, as Grand street. 

Great Jones street — projected about tho year 1S07; known then as Jones 
street . 

Greene street— projected about tho year 1795; known in 1797 as Second or 
Union street; known in 1S07 and since, as Greene street. 

Greenwich street— originally a road along river shore to Greenwich; called 
Road to Greenwieh in 1706; known as Grccnivitli street in 1791 and 
since. ■ 

Greenwich avenue — an old road, called in 17CG, Monument lane — subse- 
quently Greenwicklane until within a few years past, 

Grovo street — projected about tho year 1807; then known as C'ohtmbia 
street; known in 1S17 as Burrotos .street. 

Hague street — projected about 17B0; part known as Hague street in 17S5; 

part known as Skinner street in 1755. 
Hall place — ^r-ear of Tompkins' market. 
Hamerslcy street — projected about the year 1807; known then and sinco as 

Hamersley street. 
Haraevsley place — part of Hamorsloy street. 
Hamilton street — laid out about the time of tho Kevolution; known in 

1797 as Cheajiside — name changed within thirty years. 
Uammond street — projected about the year 1S07; known then and since as 

Hanmiond street. 
Hancock street — projected about the year 1507; known then and sinco as 

Hancock street. 
Hanover street — formerly part of Sloat lane; extended about twenty years 

since, and known as Hanover street. 
Hanover square — originally an open market place; name in 1728, Hanover 

square . 
Harrison street — projected about tho year 1795; known in 1797 and since as 

Harrison street. 
Henry street — projected about tho time of tho Revolution; known in 1797 

and sinco as Henry street. 
Herman place — rear of 554 Fourth street. 
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Hester street— projeolort nbout 1750; known in 1735 ns Hester street— 

known in 1766 as Eagle street— 'kno\io. in 1807 and since, wholly ns 

Hester street, 
Hobokon street — foot of Canal street, at the lloboken ferry. 
Horatio street— projectecl about the year 1807; known Iben and since as 

Horatio street. 
Houston street — projected about the year 1795; known in 1797 as North 

street; known in 1807 in part as Houston street, and part as North 

street. Name changed within recent years wholly to Houston 

street. 
Howard street — projected about 1797; known then as Chestnut street; known 

in 1807 as Hester street. 
Hubert street— projected about the year 1795; known in 1S07 and since as 

Hubert street. 
Hudson street— projected about the year 1797; known as Hudson street 

then and since. 
Hudson place — part of West Twenty-fourth street. 

Irving place — established by the Commissioners for laying out the island 
in 1807. 

J ackeon street — formerly fValnut slteel; laid out about the year 1800. 

name recently changed to Jackson street. 
Jackson place — opens at No. 16 Downing street. 
Jacob street — probably after Jacob Leisler, who had a farm in this 

vicinity. 
James street — projected about 1750; called Jarnes slj-eet , aiier James Dc- 

lancey. 
James slip— foot of James street. 
Jane street— projected about the year 1807; known then and since as Jane 

street. 
Jauncey court — a court of offices in Wall street; named after owner of 

the property. 
Jay street — projected 1795; kiiown in 1797 as Jay street. 
Jefferson street — projected about the time of the Revolution; known in 

1797 as IVashiiigton street; known in 1807 and since as Jefferson 

ft reel. 
Jersey streets— a small street extending from Crosby to Mulberry street. 
John street — called after John Harpending, the shoemaker who gave the 

ground on which North Dutch Church stands. Laid out about 1720; 

called John street in 1720; name of part in 1755, Golden Hilt. 
Jones street — projected about the year 1807; then and since known as Jones 

street. 
Jones court — court of offices in Wall street. 
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Jones lane— laid out abont Uio timo of tlio Rovoliition; known sinco as 
Jones tuiH. 

King stieot— projcctocl about tlia year 1807; known then and sinoo as 
King street. 

Lafayotto plaeo — projeeted about twonty-fivo yeavs since. 

Laight street— piojeotod about the year 1795; known ill 1797 and sinco as 

Laiglit strut, 
Lamartino place— part of West Twenty-ninth street. 
Lnurous street— projected about the year 1800; known in 1607 and sinco, as 

iMnrcns street. 
Loandert's place — rear of 183 Seventh street. 
Lenox place — part of West Twenty-second street. 
Leonard street — laid out about the year 1797; then and since called 

Ijeonard street. 
Leroy street — projccteU about tho year 1807; known then, in part, as 

/..erotj street, and in part as Burton street. 
Loroy place — part of Blecckor street. 

Lewis street — projeeted about the year 1807; since known as Lewis street. 
Lexington avenue — laid out by the Commissioners in 1807. 
Liberty street — laid out about 1600; at ono time called Tienhovcn street; 

name in 1691, Crown street; known in 1797 and sinco as Libert;/ 

street . 
Lispenardstreet— projected about tho year 1807; known then and since as 

Lispenard street. 
Little Water street— laid out about the year 1807. 
Livingston place — between East Sixteenth and East Seventeenth streets, 

and First and Second avenues. 
London Terrace — part of East Twenty-third street. 
Lorillard place — part of Washington street. 
Ludlow street— projeeted about the time of the Revolution; known in 1797 

as Sixth street. 
Ludlow place, part of Houston street. 

Macdougal street — named after General McDougal, of revolutionary mem- 
ory; projected about 1807, and knoAvn since as Macdougal street. 

Madison street— projected about 1750; part known in 1755 as Bankers 
street; opened through Rutgers' farm about the time of the Revolution; 
part known in 1797 as Sedlow street; known in 1817 as Bankers street ; 
names changed in later years to Madison. 

Madison avenue.— established in later years. 

Madison court — opens at 221 Madison street. 

Madison square — after the Revolution, the site of tho U. S. Magazine; 
subsequently of the House of Refuge. 
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Maidon lano— originally a road from tlio East river to tlio present Bvoad- 

wny, and oallcil, in Dutch, "7"Maad^c Puatgc," or Maiden's Path. 
Mnngin street— projected about the year 1807; Ihsn and since knoAvn as 

JMcmgin street. 
AInnhnttan street — of recent formation. 
Marion street; formerly part of Orange street. 
Market street— projected about the time of tho K evolution; known as 

George slrecl, 1791; known in 1S07 as East George street. 
Market slip— foot of Market street. 
Markctfield street — first called tho Oblique read, next, 1657, 'T Murckvett 

seegie; a path from the Broad street inlet to the market field, or prn- 

scrit Bowling Greon; known in 1791 as " Petticoat lano." 
Mechanic alley -from 72 Monroe to Uhciry, between Market and Piko 

street.^. 
Mercer street — projected about 1795; known in 1797 as First or Clermont 

street; know ill 1807 and .since as jMercer street. 
Mill street — a small street, originally a cart-way, forming part of tho slijclc 

streegli, or Virly lane of New Amsterdam. 
Milward place — part of West Thirty-first street. 
Minctta street — formerly a part of Herring street. 
Monroe street — projected about tho time of tho Kevohition; known as 

Rutgers street in 1791; known in 1797 as Lombard street. 
Monroo place — part of Monroe street. 
Montgomery street — originally a lano along Dcgrusho's rope-walk; known 

in 1766 as Little Division street; known in 1797 and since as Mont- 
gomery street, 
Moore street — orginally tho first dock in the city; when tho adjacent land 

was filled in it was named after Mr. John 3toore, a distinguished 

merchant of that day. 
Morris street— an alloy leading to the river, in Dutch times; known after- 
wards as Beaver lune — name changed within lato years to Morris 

street. 
Morton street — projected about the year 1807; known then, in part, as 

Morton street, and in part as Eden street. 
Mott street— projected 1750, part known in 1755 as Mott street, part as 

Winne street — since 1S07, known wholly as Mott street. 
Mulberry street — projected about 1750, part known in 1756 as Mulberry 

street; part Rynders street; part known in 1797 a.s Catharine street; 

since 1807, known wholly as Mulberry street. 
Murraystrcet — originally in King's farm, belonging to Trinity church, 

called after a leading lawyer, Joseph Murray; laid out about 1750. 
Nassau street- originally called the road that leads by the pie-woman's. 

Laid out about 1700; inpart called A'asjati street, in part Kip street-^ 

JVassau street in 1791 and since. 
Neilson place — part of Mercer street. 
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New slioet — Uijcncil about IC70; thou known as "Nieuw slraui," oi-Now 

stvcot. 
Nintli stroet— established in 1807 by tlio Coiniuissionois for laying out the 

island. 
Norfolli stvoct— projected about 1760; known iu 17G6 as Norfolk street. 
North Moore street— projected about 1795; known iu 1797 as Moore 

street. 
North William street — formerly a part of William street; known as North 

H'itliam street since the extonsiou of the principal street. 

Oak street — projected about 1750; known in 1755 ns Rutgers street. 

Old slip— original name, " Burger Joris path," (1C57.) 

Oliverslreet — projected about 1750; called Oliver street, after Oliver De- 

laneey, a distinguished eitizen of New York, before the Revolution; 

became a royalist, and was afterwards a British General. In part 

known as Fiujette street iu 1797. 
Orange street — projected about 1750; known in 1755 as Orange street; in 

part known in 1797 as Mary street; since 1807 known wholly as Orange 

street. 
Orchard street — projected about 1760; known in 1706 as Orchard street. 

Park place — projected about 1750; known then as Robinson .•itreet. 

Park row — original post road to Boston, running through the Commons. 

Pearl street — has been called by difibront names in differont parts of the 
street, among which names and dates are the following •' Pearl stra-ai, 
. in 1657; "Smith's Valley," in 1657; " Hoogh straat, in 1657; the 
"Waal," in 1657; tho " IVater side," in 1657; Dock street, in 1691; 
Great Queen streol, 1691; in 1728, Queeji street; all known as J^cari 
street in 1797, as far as Chatham street; tho rest called Magazine 
street in 1797; since 1807 known altogether as Pearl street. 

Peek slip — tho original landing place of the ferry to Long Island — named 
after Benjamin Peek, a merchant, about the time of the Revolution. 

Pclham street — running from IM Monroe, south, to Cherry street. 

Pell street — laid out shortly after the llevolutiou; called then and since 
Pell street . 

Perry street— projected about the ycarlSOT; known then as Henry street. 

Petorslicld row — named, one part of Governor Stuyvesant's farm in this 
vicinity, called " Potersficld." 

Pike street — projected about the time of tho Revolution; known as Char- 
lotte street in 1791 . 

Pike slip — foot of Pike street. 

Pino stroot — laid out about 1090; name in 1691, Queen street; name iu 
1728, King street— in 1797 and since, known as i'jjic street . 

Pitt sti'cet— projected about 1795; known in 1797 a.nd since as Pitt street. 
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Plott street — laid out about twenty years since. 

J'rincc sticcl — projected about tbo year 1795, known in the year 1797 and 
since as Prince strtct. 

Randall place — part ol" Kintli street. 

Rcadc street — jirojected about 1760; known as Hemic sirctt in 17CC. 
Kcctor street — IniJ out about 1C95; linowii as Rector flrccl subsequently- 
Kenwick street — projected about thirty years sineo> and known as Renwick 

street. 
Republican alley — known since 1807 as Hcpnblican alley. 
Rbinclander's row — part of Seventh avenue. 
(Udgo street — projected about 1795; known ij) 1797 and since as liidge 

street. 
Rivington street — projected about the year 1795; known in 1797 and since 

as liivinrrton street. 
Robinson stiect — part of the King's farm; projected about the year 1760; 

tbcn and since called liobinson street, 
Roosevelt street— projected about 17S0; called Roosevelt street after owner 

of the land. 
Hose street — projected about 1740; known in 17C6' as Privrc street — known 

in 1797 and since as Rn.'ie street. 
Rutgers street— ^projected about tbo tinio of tlio Revolution; known in 

1797 and since as Rutgers street. 
R utgcrs ijlucc — part of Monioe street, fronting the old residence of Col. 

Rutgers. 
Rutgers slip — foot of Rutgers street. 
Rutherford place — recently established hclwccii East Si.\tecntli and East 

SoTDnteentli streets and Second and Third aA'cnucs. 
Ryder's alley— orginally Rudder sdet/— Iniil out about the year 1720. 

.^cammcl street— projected shortly after the Revolution; known in 1797 and 

since, as Scummel street. 
.Second street— established by the Commissioners for laying out the island 

in 1807. 
f-cventh street— established by the Connnissioners for laying out the island 

in 1807. 
f-heriff street— projected about the year 1795; known in 1797 and since as 

Sheriff street, a name given in compliment to J)/armi« Willctt, owner 

of ft farm iu that section, and Sheriff of New York. 
.'Sixtbstrcot— established by the Commisisioners for laying out the island 

ill 1S07. 
South street- originally in the river; port called Burnett's Key in 17S6; 

known as South street in 1807 and since. 
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South William sticoi — oiiginally, 1C57, " Slyck streegh," or Dirty lane; 

in 1G74, Mill street lam; ICai, Blill lane. 
Spingler place — afbor tho family of Spiiiglcr, formerly ownor of somo 

acres near Union square . 
Spring street — projected about tlio year 1795; known in 1797 in part as 

Spring street — in part ns Oliver street. Known in 1S07 anil since, 

wholly as Spring street. 
Spruce street — originally George street, after King George I. Laid out 

about 1725; known in 1817 us Little George street. Narao changed 

within later 3'ears to Spntce street. 
Stanton street — projected about the year ,1795; known in 1797 and since, 

as Stanton street. 
Staple street— known in 1807 and since as Staple street. 
State street — originally along the brow of tho hill loading down to tho 

river shore; known as State street in 1797. 
St. John's lane — laid out about tho year 1S07, atid since known as St. 

John's lane. 
St. Mark's place — part of Eighth street. 
Stone street — the first street paved with stone ; a part was called the 

" Srouwer's straat'* in 1G57; another part the ^^ Hoogh straat"" in 

1657; in 1674, High street, also a part called Stone street in 1674; 

Duke street in 1691, all called Stone street in 1797, and since. 
Stuyvesant street — originally a road through the Stuyvosant farm. 
Stuyvcsant place — part of Second avenue. 
Suffolk strcot^originally in the Delancoy farm; projected about 1760; 

known in 1766 as Suffolk street. 
Sullivan street — projected about tho year 1800; known in 1807 and since 

as Sutlivnn street. 

Templo street — after Trinity Church, to tho gionnds of which it extends; 

laid out about 1690, and called Temple street- 
Tenth street— established by tho Commissioners for laying out tho island 

in 1807. 
Thames street— projected about tho year 1690; known in 1766 aa Little 

Stone street; known as Thames street in 1791 and since. 
Theatre alley — originally led to rear of Park theatre; known in 1797, as 

The Mews; known as Theatre alley in 1807, and since. 
Third street— established by the Commissioners for laying out tho island 

in 1807. 
Thomas street— projected about 1790; known as Thomas street in 1797. 
Thompson street— projected about the year ISOO; known in 1807 and since 

as Thompson street . 
Tin Pot alley — from 69 Greenwich street to 93 Trinity place. 
Tompkins street — made into the East river within a few years past. 
4* 
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Tompkins place — part of Tenth street. 

Trinity pli>cc— Inid out about 1090; name in 1691, Lombard street; in 1817, 
Lumber street; name clinnged to Trinity place witliin iato years. 

Troy street— projected aliout tlio year 1807; known then in part as Cor- 
nelia street; in 1817, known as Scott street; name changed within Iato 
years to Troy street, 

Tryon row. 

Twelfth street— established by the Commissioners for laying out the island 
in 1S07. 

Union place — part of Fourth avcniio, facing Union sqimro. 

University place — after theNew York Univsrsity, in that vicinity; laid out 
within recent years. 

Vandaui street — projected about tho year 1807; known tlien and since as 

Vandam street. 
Vandewatcr street — after an owner of property in this vicinity (sovon 

acres;) projected about 1750; known as Duke street in 1755. 
Variek street — projected about tlio year 1800; known in 1807 and since as 

Varirk street. 
Variek place— part of Sullivan street. 
Vescy street — named after Kev. William Vcsey, fii'st rector of Trinity 

church; laid out about 1750, and since called Vcsey street. 
Vestry street — projected about the year 1795; known in 1797 and aiuco as 

Vestry street. 

Walker street — projected about tho year 1750; known in 1750 as St, 

Nicholas street; part known in 17C6 as Pump street; known in part in 

1S07 as Pump street, and in part as IValkcr street ; name changed to 

I'Vtdker street within recent years. 
Wall street — the original lino of tho city palisades ei'ected in 1G53; the 

street called the "Cingcl" in 1657; in 167-1 is called The Walls; in 

1700 and since, known as Wall street. 
Walnut street — projected about tho year 1807; then and since known as 

Wednnt street . 
Warren street— originally in King's farm; held by Trinity Church; called 

after Sir Peter Warrtn, British Captain of the naval station; laid out 

about 1750, since known as Warren street . 
Warren place — part of Charles street. 
Washington street — projected after tho Revolutionary War; known in part 

in 1797 as Washingtcn .street, 
Washington alley — formerly Shinhone alley. 
Washington place. 
Water street— originally in the river; in progress of filling up in 1700; 

part called Water street in 1750; part Dock street in 1755; known in 

part as Water street in 1797, and in part as Crown Point street. 
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Watts stieot— IdUl out ftboiit the ycailSOT; known then nnd since as fVntts 

si feet . 
VVnveilcy place. 

\\^eeliawl(on street -fioin 204 Anios, south to ]75 Christopher slicct. 
Wesley place— a pa it of Miilbony. 
West street— projcctcil about the year 1S07; known then and since as West 

street. 
West liroadway— projected about the year 15:00; known in lc07 as Clinpcl 

street. 
West Eleventh street— cstsblished by the Coniniissioncrs for laying out 

the island in 1407. 
West Thivtcentii street— established by (he Coniniissioners for laying out 

the island in 1S07. 
West Fourteenth street— established by the Counnissioners for laying out 

the island in 1S07, 
West Fifteenth street— established by the Commissioners for laying out 

tlic island in 1807. 
West I'ri.xtoonth street — established by the Comniissionei'a for laying out 

the Island in 1S07. 
West t^cvcntocnth street — established by the Conunissioners for laying out 

tho island in 1807. 
West Eighteenth street — established by the Commissioners for laying out 

the islaiul in 1&07. 
West Nineteenth street — established by the Conunissioners for laying out 

the island in 1807. 
West Twentieth street— established by tho Commissioners for laying out 

the island in 1807. 
West Twenty-first street— established by the Commissioners for laying out 

the island in LS07. 
West Twenty second street— established by the Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
West Twenty-third street— established by tho Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
West Twenly-fourlli street — established by tho Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
West Twenty-fifth street— established by the Commissioners for laying 

out tho island in 1507. 
West Twenty-sixth street —established by tho Commissioners for laying 

out the island in 1807. 
West; Twenty-seventh street— established by the Commissioners for laying 

out tho island in 1807. 
West Twenty-eighth street— established by the Commissioners for laying 
out the island in 1807. 
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West Tweiitynintli street — ostnblisliod by tlio Coniinissioncis for Inying 

out the island in 1S07. 
Wat ThiitiolL street — estnblishcil by tbo Coiiiinissioncrs for laying ont 

tlio islimd in 1807. 
West Thirty-first street— established by the Conuiiissiouers for laying out 

tho island in 1S07. 
West Thirty-second street— established by the Commissioners lor laying 

out tho island in 1S07. 
West Thirty-third street — established by tho Conimissioncvs for laying out 

tho island in ISO/. 
West Thirty-fourth street — established by tho Coniniissionors for laying; 

out the island in 1S07. 
West ^Vasllington place — Laid out within lato j'cars. 
White stroot — projected about tho year 1807; known then and since as 

IVhitc street. 
Whitehall street —ori^'inally led down from tho fort to tho shore; was 

called "2' JlinrAuc/C' in 1C59, also Qio " IValcr side" 1G57; in 1671 

the Maikctfic/d; Ituowji ns Whitehall street in 1750, and since. 
WiUctt street — projected about tho year 1795; known in 1707 as Margaiit 

street; since as VVillctt strict, after Mnriniis Willctt mayor of the city, 

who resided in this vieinily. 
William street -originally called iJiog-cc Joris palk (lfi57); a part also 

called in 1C57 tho Glass lUuker's street, and the ,Suicc slraat; in 1C91, 

King street; in 1728 (part) Smith street; in 1728, upper part Willimn 

street, aSlet William Bookman; part A7ii^: Uforgc''s street in 1755; nil 

known ns fViltiam street in 1797. 
Woostor street— projected about tho year 1795; Ifijgwu in 1807 and siuco as 

Wooster street. 
Vork street- laid out about the year 1800. 



NOTAltlE WOMEM OF OLDEN TIMES, 

IN THIS CITY. 



Elizaiiktu Van Es, (Van Ness) the daiightoi- of Cornelius Henitriclisen 
Van Es, Magistrate at Albany. When Elizabeth giew (ip to woman's 
estate, she mariieil a jonng man named Gcrrit Banckor, ft tvndev at that 
place. The wedding.'; in those clays were sceneis of great festivity, and 
gathered a company from miles around, and one unfortunate youth named 
Cryn Cornclison, while on liis way to the home of the bride, (it was in the 
early spring of IfilS) and conveying some of the guests over the Hudson 
River on the ice, with a double team and sleigh, the ice gave way, and the 
whole party were immersed. By the gallant exertions of the young men 
the girls were rescued, but tlio hordes were carried under the ice, and were 
drowned. The record states that the party were in sad plight on arriving 
at the festival. After the deeeasc of her husband, Mrs. Bancher removed 
with her family to this oily, where she opened a store on her own account. 
She resided hero until her death, which took place in 1694, at the ago of 
about seventy year's. The inventory of her effects is Avorth preserving, as 
"showing the j)£i-soHnrfof a first rate lady of ancient times in Now Amster- 
dam. After euumcratiiig a large quantity of store goods and a share in a 
brigantinc, wo find, one negro boy named Toby, two bands of scawant, 
(Indian belts) two breast i)lates of seawant, one bible with silver clasps, 
one silver tankard, ouo silver bcker, one silver mustard, three gold hoop 
rings, two gold rings with stones, one hundred and three beaver skins, 
eighteen otters, twenty-three maters, nine fishers, eight minks, two eats, 
eighteen water-rats, forty-nine hespanucn, nine grey Ecjuirrels, one red 
squirrel, seven bear skins, one wolfskin, one beaver rock, two Dutch bibles, 
ono small bible with silver clasps, ono new testament with silver clasps, 
two oatechisms, onoIsaacAmbrosius, ono House-wife, ono Horim's Church 
History, one French Flock of Israel, ouo Coleman's Christian Interest, 
three Christ's Ways and Works, ono Do Witt's Catechism, two Duykcn's 
Church History, &c. 

HiELiiE PiETERS, Wife of Coruelins Clopper, blacksmith, residing on the 
present corner of Maiden Lane and Pearl street. The reminiseonees of 
this lady carry us to that period of history when her husband established 
himself at the place mentioned, where, by long and assidious attention to 
business lio amassed an independent fortune from his trade of blacksmith. 
Every man in his outset in business life turns over in his mind the most 
promising locality in which to establish himsclfi aud often his success is 
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duo to his jiulgiBcnt in tliis particular, and in tbis respect Cloppcr 
showed his sagncity. He monopolized the wliolc blacksuiithing business 
of the Long Island farmers, who could not enter the gates of New Amster- 
dam without passing his door, and to add to the* indncomcnts of a short 
rest while the horses were being shod or the wheel tires repaired, licilkc, 
his ivifc, entertained the rural guests in a little room, garnished with sun- 
dry codinicnts to make the time pass pleasantly. "When Cornelius Clopper 
died ho was worth some ten thousand dollars, then a handsome fortune; his 
widow, however, still pursued the business for many years with the assist- 
ance of one of her sons. Having attained an ago between sixty and seventy 
years, her hand was sought in marriage by a veteran mason, named ?^uort 
Olpherts, whom she accepted ; but the sands of life were running low, and 
after three years of connubial bliss with her last partner, the old lady de- 
parted this life, in tho year 1700. She had survived the old generation of 
the Dutch in New Amstcrdamj the city walls which had intcrposod their 
bulwarks ag.ainst tho traveler along the Smith's valley (as tho road run- 
ning by the smithery was called, in complimont to Cloppcr's shop,) had 
been razed to the ground, and all tho fields up as far as Maidon Lano were 
laid out into lots and many of them built upon. Her descendants however 
survive in respectable numbers to attest at least a part of the virtues of 
thi.<!, the common ancestress of the Cloppors. 

Maugaiiet iJABDii.xBnooK, a lady of beauty and education, was remark- 
able also, for her business talent. Sho married an enterprising tr.ador 
named Peter Kudolphus, and was his companion in those exciting excur- 
sions Incidout to the life of a fur trader. Rudolphus made a handsome 
fortune in the Indian trade, and established himself in the mercantile busi- 
ness in New Amsterdam. After his death, in Ibtil, his widow inherited 
his luopcrty, and successfully conducted his largo business operations for a 
time, when her hand was sought by one of the most enterprising young 
men in the city, Frederick Philipse, Avho, by his marriage with this wealthy 
widow and amiable lady, laid the foundation of the largest fortune ac- 
quired by any man of that time. 

Cathkhinu A'an Cortland, a daughter of that distinguished burgo- 
master OlofT Ktevensou Van Cortland, was among the most notable ladies 
in the city of iN'cw Amsterdani, and from her life the most agreeable appre- 
ciation of ladies of the oldon time may be drawn . The daughter of a citi- 
zen among the most respectable in wealth and character of any iu tho 
community, educated in that sort of knowledge most useful and best fitted 
to adorn the spheres of a social and industrious life, noted for her unostou- 
tatiousness, her dignity of character, her charity, and her obedience to tho 
religious duties of her church, all her characteristics exhibit her as a model 
of e.-iCcUonce. Sho was early married to an English merchant named John 
Dervall, who conducted on extensive business in this city, and after his 
death she became the heiress of a large fortune. Hor hand was songht by 
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Frederick I'liilipso (mentioned in the last skotcli) who had become a wid- 
ower, and being accepted, tho pair became tlie possessors of almost 
miboiindod ivenltb. i\lr. I'hilipso bccnnio patentee of a manor on tho 
Hudson, onibrncing a large portion of the present Westchester county, 
lie erected a manor house, which is still standing, wliore himself and wife 
spent tbo remainder of their days in the enjoyment of every felicity which 
pecuniary iiulcpendcncc and an exalted social position can bestow. Their 
residence was near the present village of Tarrytown, at tlie foot of Sleepy 
Hollow. Near their residence they built a small church, which is one of 
tho antiquarian curiosities of the present day. On the north side of tho 
doorway, is inserted a stone tablet, inscribed as follows: "Erected and 
built by Frederic!; Pliilipso and Catherine A'an Cortland, his wife, in 
l(>y9." Tho silver communion service presented by them to the church is 
still in use, richly engraved in antique figures of doves and angels. Tra- 
dalion says that her interest in the erection of the church at fc-lecpy Hol- 
low was such that sho was known to rido up from the city of New York, 
ort horseback, mounted on a pillion, (a fashionable mode of conveyance in 
those days of forest roads,) behind her favorite brother. Jacobus Van 
Cortland, for tho purpose of superintending its construction. That sho 
took a very active part, not only in tho building, but in the procuring and 
subsequent settlcmont of tho ministry therein, plainly appears from the 
ancient records of the Dutch Church. Her name as a member, is thus re- 
ferred to : " First and before all tho right honorable, god-fearing very wise 
and prudent my lady Catharine Philipse, widow of the lord Frederick 
Philipse of blessed memory', Avho has promoted service here in tho highest 
praiseworthy manner." Frederick Philipse died in 1702, but his excellent 
widow the subject of this sketch, survived him many years and died at an 
advanced ago, in the 3'ear 1730. 

An.veijb Van Corsuji, wife of Egbert Van Borsum, ferryman to Long 
Island, and host of tho Ferry tavern on the shore on Brooklyn side ; a lady 
widely known, for her acquirements in culinary knowledge. In the records 
of tho Burgomasters and Shepens, is tho following entry : "Egbert A''an 
Borsum sues Captain Bcaulicn, Nicholas Boot, .Tacob Hugcr and Simon 
Felle, demanding from IBeaulien 310 florins for ah entertainment given by 
the Captain at Van Borums. To this complaint tho Captain answers that 
the other defendants should pay their share. Jacob Hugos says he was 
invited by tho Captain. Fclle declares the same. Deaulicn says there wcro 
fourteen of \icm, and ho was to pay one half, tbo others, the remaining 
portion of the expense. j\nnetjo Van Borsum says that tho Captain alone 
made the agreement, and sho looks to him. Whereupon the Court con- 
demn him to pay the same. Anno 1658." 

It will be seen from this proceeding, first, that the Ferry Hotel was a 
fashionable ono, else so fine a man as Captain Beaulien would not have 
chosen it for the entertainment of his friends. Second, that it was an ex- 
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pensive one, for the charge of three hundred and ten florins being divided 
among fourteen guests, makes twenty-two florins per man, or about nine 
dollars ; a respectable price for a dinner, even in these present days of ex- 
travagant entertainments. Third, that the feast was worth the money, 
else 80 just a forum as that of the Magistrates of New Amsterdam would 
never have enforced its payment. From these several premises our conclu- 
sion that Annetje Van Borsum was a notable woman, is abundantly con- 
firmed, and the reputation of the Ferry tavern, in its day and generation, 
is well established by extant documents. 

After the death of old Egbert Van Borsum, his widow, Annetjo, contin- 
ued the business of tavern keeper and mistress of the ferry for several years, 
the latter department of business being performed by her son, Hermanns. 
Wc might give many curious facts to serve up as antiquarian relishes, to 
the delicate appetites of the lovers of ancient relics, but by so doing should 
extend this subject beyond the length to which Annetjo Van Borsum is en- 
titled in this biographical series, and therefore wo refrain. Suffice it to 
say, that the venerable lady, in her declining years, retired from public 
life, and died in the city of New Amsterdam, at a green old age. 

Lady Deborah Moody — This lady, though not a permanent resident 
of New Amsterdam, was, nevertheless, a frequent visitor, and from her 
peculiar history, is deservingof a place among those worthy matrons. She 
was the widow of Sir Henry Moody, Baronet, of Goresdou, in Wiltshire, 
England, who, dying about the year 1G32, was succeeded in his title by 
his son. Driven by the intolerance of religious prejudices to abandon her 
home, the estate of Goresdon was sold out in the year 1640, and accom- 
panied by her son she arrived at Lynn, Massachusetts, where she united 
with the Church established at that place. The government granted her 
four hundred acres of land, and in 1641 she bought the farm called Swam- 
sout, of Deputy Governor Humphrey, at the price of XI, 100. She soon 
fell out with the New England Church, which circumstance is recorded 
in their ohronioles as foUow.s ; " In 1643 Lady Moody was in the Colony of 
Massachusetts, a wise and anciently religious woman , and being taken with 
the error of denying baptism to infants, was dealt with by many of the eld- 
ers and admonished by the church of Salem, but persisting still and to 
avoid further trouble she removed to the Dutch, against the advice of all 
her friends. Many others infected with anabaptiam removed thither also." 
Lady Moody and her followers established themselves at Gravescnd, on 
Long Island, where she resided, protected by the Dutch in her religious 
observances until her death, which is supposed to have occured about the 
year 1660. , 

Helena Teller, a daughter of William Teller, merchant, at Albany. 
This gentleman was one of the pioneer traders of the New Nctherlanda, 
having first commenced as an itinerant fur trader, and finally, after his mar- 
riage) hcoamo settled at Albany as a general store-keeper. Helena was one 
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of his (laiightcis by his first wife, unci mnniod a young Ficnohinan named 
Fiauoois Romhouts, who having come lo Now Ncthcilands in 1654, as su- 
porcaigo of a moiohaiit vcssol, met with sonic misfoilunes "which prevented 
his return, and ho established himself in New Amsterdam as a merchant. 
He hccaino successful in business, and was for some years a magistrate in 
this city. In 1679 ho hold the office of Mayor. Mr. Kombouts resided on 
tho west sido of Broadway, below Keetor street, on property formerly occu- 
pied by Paulns Lccndersen Vandiegrist, embracing a largo garden and 
orchard. He died in the year 1691, leaving his widow and an only daugh- 
ter. His widow survived him some years. Her father, the venerable Wil- 
liam Teller, Sen., died in tho year 1701, at an advanced ago. Some fam- 
ily difficnUics between tho cliildreu of the first and second wives of Mr. 
Teller had occasioned him much domestic trouble. 

.loiiA^NA Du fj.iEr, a daughter of Johannes Do Lact, a mercbant in Hol- 
land, and one of the four original proprietors of the colony of llenselaors- 
wyck, married first Johannes Do Hulter, in Holland, and secondly Jcroni- 
mus Ebbing, whom she accompanied to this country. Ebbing was a man 
of property, and conducted an extensive trade hctwoon this and the father- 
land. His place of residence was on tho Brouwer straat, in New Amster- 
dam. In 1674 his wife sold all her right and claim as heiress of Johannes 
Do Lncl, to tho colony of Kensclaerswyck for the sum of five thousand sev- 
en hundred and sixty-two florins or two thousand three hnndred and ouo 
dollars, which debt was discharged by tho transfer to her of cortain bou- 
wories and lands, which were deemed an ef(uivalcnt. This lady was pro- 
prietor, among other tracts, of the weylaud or pasture lying between the 
third and fourtli kills, now called on the map of the city of Albany, Ruttcn 
and Fo.-c creeks. About tho year 1675, Blr. Ebbing removed his losidcnce 
to Esopns, now Kingston, where, it is believed, both himself and tho sub- 
ject of this sketch lived during tho rest of their lives. This couple were 
among tho most distinguished supporters of the church, and tho society in 
that era owed much to their example in this respect. 

Makgauet B.\CKKit. This worthy lady ia another excellent example of 
tho feinalo character in the city of Now Amsterdam. She came to this 
city with lior husband, the Siour Jacob Backer, who established himself 
here in trade on tho Hecre graaft, or Broad street, east side, next below tho 
corner of tho present Beaver street. The Sicur Backer was absent in 
foreign countries sometimes for years together, in which intervals of his 
non-residence, dame Margaret conducted tho business as attorney of her 
hnshand. Wo arc not acquainted with any particulars of the family oj 
this lady, who is only noticeable in tho old records from her assiduous at- 
tention to business nfl'airs. 

Ekgiltje Mans was one of the early immigrants to this part of the 
world, but wo know little of her history until she married Burger Joris, a 
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stout blacksmith, who cst.abllshfttl himself on tho prosont Hanover square, 
fibout tho year 1G40, ivhcn that region ivds still in fields. The road run- 
ning in front of ..foris' blacksmith shop was for a hundred years or more 
afterwards called Burger .Toris' patii, or Burger's path, and is now known 
as WilUnm street. Thus the name of the stalwart husband of Engiltjo 
Mans, was identified in an important degree with the history of our city. 
Here wo might leavo the subject of this sketch to tho consideration to 
which slio is entitled from tho foregoing reasons ; but there is somctiiiiig 
more than this to bo said, and which may, pcrhapt^, to the faithful descend- 
ants of tho anciont inhabitants, go further in elevating Burger Joris, and 
by consccpicnce his faithful spouse, in the world's, esteem, than any fortui- 
tous circumstance, sucli as that abovo related. Wiicn the English appear- 
ed before tho town and demanded its surrender, Burger Joris, who was .a 
terrible swearer, raised such an ujn-oar about the ears of thoso limid sj>irits 
who counselled submission^ that it is believed that tho fear of his iro rose 
in the hearts of many above the terror of invasion, and that the capitula- 
tion was procrastinated for somo hours on this account. Mo sooner was 
the deed done, and the fall of the Dutch established as a fact, than 
Burger Joris packed up his household goods and took his departure from 
his ancient hearthstone, to which ho never returned. Ho established him- 
self at Mcspath, or the present Nowtown, and gave orders to sell all his 
propertj' in this city. He died within fivo years, via : in 1G71. His wid- 
ow, Engcltje, however, returned to New Amsterdam, and lived liero until 
her death, in a good old ago. 

Margaket Visuoo.^i was tho wife of Rev. Domino Rudolphus Van Var- 
fck, minister of tho Reformed Dutch Church on Long Island. Like a pru- 
dent lady, she kept a small fancy store to assist in providing for a consid- 
erable household, for which the small salary of the domiuc hardly suQiccd, 
although it would not seem that this was a matter of necessity, for, as will 
, be presently observed, the family possessed an abundance of that great dis- 
tinguishing mark of fashionable life in those days, viz ; jewels and plate. 
But at any rate, from whatever motive, Madamo A'"an Varick kept a small 
store, which she superintended herself. The ancient and venerable couple 
lived together in all that harmony wliich is realized from the union of good 
and congenial spirits, until the domino died, in the year 1694. At his de- 
parture, he gave to his surviving companion all that was left in this world 
for him to bestow as tho mark of his affection, viz : the whole of his es- 
tate. But the goods of this life wero not consolation to the widow, and she 
immediately languished into a fatal grief, which, within a year, laid her 
beside her well beloved. Before her death sho liad brought to her bcd-sido 
all the family plate, rings and jewels, which she divided equally in four equal 
parts, and tied up cocli separately in a napkin, all of which sho sealed up 
and directed them separately to her children— one to her daughter Joanna ; 
one to her son Marinus ; ono to hqv son Rudolphus ; and one lo her daugh- 
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tor Cornelia. Ilor Turkey carpets, piotiuos, nnd other fine furniture slio 
distributed among her children in specific legacies, luid divided all her re- 
maining properly among them cqimlly. Tliis lady was the ancostrosa of 
some who have boon among our most distinguished citizens. Tlic above 
few remarks illustrate her ebaraeter, and arc interesting as a type of the 
ladies of that caily time, in some of their ways of life. 

VANDEnspEiGLK's DAUGHTERS. There lived in Now Amsterdam a baker 
named Laurens Vanderspoiglo, who, by long and devoted assiduity to his 
business, had accumulated a handsome property. He had two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Sarah. Elizabeth married Isaac De Forest, the son of an 
old brewer of the same name. The other, Sarah, married Kip A'an Dam, 
t,hc celebrated colonial Lieutenant Governor, to whom our present land of 
liberty owes more than it has given him credit for. Van Dam commenced 
busines.s in this city as a trader in his early youth. Being of an ingenious 
turn, he nndcrtook to build one or two sloops for the river navigation, and 
successfully launched them from the shore, back of the present Trinity 
church-yard. His businefs proved successful in all respects, and ho began 
to take some interest in public affairs. He was, while a youth, a member 
of the Common Council, and finally, in his raaturcr years, was eliosen, from 
his wealth and character, to a seat in the provincial council. This position 
ho held for many years; and in the year 1731, being then the oldest mem- 
ber of the Council, ho found himself in the cxceutiye chair of the province, 
iu consequence of the death of Governor Montgomerie. Ho administered 
the government with ability, until the arrival of his successor, Governor 
Crosby. Soon after that event, a dispute arose between Crosby and Van 
Dam, which occasioned a popular commotion, equal almost to the ozcite- 
raeut of a revolution. The government arrayed itfelf against coloniaj 
rights, and Van Dam, with the spirit of a hero, contested the privileges of 
colonial subjects, in a manner which gained him the admiration of the peo- 
ple. It has been said by distinguished observers of historic events, that tlio 
American Kcvolution owes much to the elevated tone of popular sentiment 
attained at this period. The monument of ^'an Dam may bo still seen in 
St. Paul's Church. 

Maria Vange, daughter of Guleyn Vangc. This young lady is notable as 
being the common ancestress of tlio family of the Vor Plancks of this state. 
Guleyn, her father ,wa3 among the earliest arrivals in this colony, and pursued 
the business of an Indian trader, in which ho amassed considerable property. 
After his death, the widow married Jan Damen, and resided on a largo 
pirm, extending from the North to the East river, below Maiden Lane. Tho 
old farm house, built of stone, stood on a hill above tho East river, not far 
from the present corner of Cedar and AVilliam streets. A near neighbor, 
occupying a considerable farm in the vicinity of tho present Fulton street, 
was Abraham Verplanek, to whom tho subject of this sketch was married, 
She died in tho year 1671. 
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Tkymtje Croegehs mniried in this city Nicasius Do Sillo, a widower, 
who, in 1653, wns appointed counsellor ns one of tho chief dignitaries of 
the province. The parties nfter a few years coased to live happily to- 
gether ; tho Indy, ns wns said by her husband, being over indulgent in her 
living. Ho strove in various ways to restrain her in those excesses, but in 
vain ; Jladftme C. insisting on her personal right to live as she chose. 
They finally separated, to the great scandal of tho community, for whom 
the great ones were expected to set a better example. A commission of 
the most eminent citizens wns appointed to endeavor to bring about n re- 
conciliation, who made their report that they found it impossible, though 
the gentlcrann was more disposed thereto than madam. An irreconcilable 
breach being thus established, tho parties pursued each other with a hatred 
equal to tho occasion. Councillor Do Sillo removed to New Utrecht, while 
the wife remained in their former place of residence, a fine establishment 
embracing " nn orchard," on the piescnt south cast corner of Broad street 
and Exchange place. Tho latter street was then called the " Tuijen," or 
Garden street, in compliment to De Sille's premises. Opposite was a little 
hill, all open up to and beyond Wall street. This place in common was 
called " !3ohanpo AVaylie," or sheep pasture, being the common lambling 
place for cattle. De .Sillo tried to get his wife out of this house, but she 
resisted with great pertinacity, and maintained her ground. She lived 
there for some years after their separation. She died in the year 1694, at 
nn advanced age ; when, by her will, sho gave all her property to her cou- 
«in, Jacobus Croeger, for his service and attention during several yenrs . 

Mad.\.« Kvvteu. — This lady, after traveling over nearly every portion 
of the world, at last found herself in the wilderness of tho New Nether- 
lands, where her husband, a man of education, established a permanent 
home, and a resting place for life. Ue bought a farm on this island, near 
Harlem, and, surrounded by a numerous family, they resided at that place 
about fifteen years, when her husband was murdered by the Indians. 
Though well advanced in yenrs, the lady married again within a year and 
died within the same year. Her adventures and misfortunes, and the 
siiigularily of her destiny to this remote settlement, render her history 



Madame Oloff Stkvensen Van Cortland. — Tho name of this lady 
conjures up the most agreeable visions of the past. Every one will recog- 
nize tho " goct-vroto" of tho famous Burgomnster of Now Amsterdam, and 
tho mother of his family. Very little is known of her personol history, ex- 
cept that sho lived in the " Brouwer straat" in a good old double stone 
house, ivith little windows, immense fire places, and n steeple roof. Wo 
know that it was ii noisy household, for tho Burgomaster never had less 
than n dozen negroes lounging around his establishment. And to superin- 
tend tho affairs of a kitchen, tenanted by a tribe of Dutch negroes, big and 
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little, shows that, in addition to her other good qualities, madniii must 
have been a patient lady. It is a pity that more cannot bo recorded 
on the personal affairs of the subject of this sketch, wlioso very name ox- 
cites in the mind a degree of curiosity which is not satisfied by this short 
sketch. 

Annetje Philu'Se, a boautifnl young lady, and a great heiress, whoso 
charms wore, therefore, a fit subject of story or song in any language. Her 
father having risen to great estate, there wore few in Now Amsterdam, or 
even in all New Netherlands, who could reasonably aspire to the hand of 
the lovely heiress of the wealthy Merchant Prince, Frederick Philipse. 
Kven at that time, much as simple habits and unostentatious character 
distinguished tlio great body of the community of this city, there were a 
few fiunilies who aspired to a more aristocratic sphere of society than was 
to be found in this country, and the advantages of a connection with Eu- 
ropean high families was a theme considerably agitated in the domestic 
circles of the ambitious Knickerbockers. Notwithstanding, therefore, that 
many acolonial youth loolccd up with languishing eyes at the blooming An- 
netje Philipse, none were favored with the responsive grlanco of approval. 
But her fame reached other remote countries, and inspired several adven- 
turers who felt sufiicient assurance to attempt the enterprise, to visit, from 
afar, the island of Manhattan, in which this pearl of great price was wait- 
ing to bo discovered and appropriated by a suitable party, Among others, 
a young gallant, named Philip French, a scion of a wealtliy family of 
KcLsball, Kngland, whoso occasions had led him to Boston, found occasion 
also to visit New York; but his adventure had well nigh cost him dear, for 
those being the times when the great contest was raging between Leisler 
and the grandees, our traveler found himself confronted, on the outskirts 
of the town, by two grim halberdiers, who took him before Governor IjOis- 
ler, in tlio fort, to see who he was, and what brought him hither. He was 
roughly treated, but bore himself gallantly. Ho was at this time twenty- 
two years of age. The marriage with Annetje took place after the times 
became settled, and thenceforth, until his death, the couple lived in great 
state, in Broad street, surrounded by all the luxuries within tho roach of 
wealth. Three daughters wore born to them, but no son, to perpetuate 
the name. 

Cathabike De Boaqh, a beautiful young lady daughter of a sohipper, 
or sloop captain on the North river. Her personal attractions gain«d for 
her the hand of one of the most promising young men in tho city of New 
Amsterdam; wo allude to William Beekman, tho ancestor of the distin- 
guished old family of that name. Her beauty was not without its enviors, 
and some scandal was occasioned from this cause, which set the town in a 
ferment; but its falsity was fully proven, and those who started it were 
made to pay the penalty of their loose tongues. Her father died in tho 
year 16S0. Her husband, Beekman, was for lome time Vice-l)ireotor or 
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Deputy Govornor of the Dutch colony on the Delaware river. In 1C70, he 
purchased the farm, in the present vicinity of Bceknian street (whence the 
name of the street.) This property covered several blocks; the old mansion- 
house stood on an eminence above tho East vivcr. JVlr. JBcekiuan died in 
1707 at tho ago of eighty-five years. Madame Beekman is tho maternal 
ancestor of several individuals of great distinction in this state, and in her 
life time enjoyed the high distinction to which her social position and 
her personal character entitled her. 

A.NNiiiciiN LrrscjiAE, a well known old lady in the annals of iho Dutch 
city of New Amsterdam, was tho widow of Dnniel Litsehae, tho host of 
ono of the principal taverns in the town. This ancient hostolrio stood 
facing the East river, on the present Hanover square, Tho Long Island 
farmers, with their produce, and tlio roystcring lads of that rural section, 
when on their visits to the eity on occasions of business or pleasure, first 
encountered the sign of this great tnvern swinging before their eyes just 
Avithin the city gate. Mr. Litschao died about the year 16G0, after which 
"Aunt Annetje" continued the business, but haying become advanced in 
years, she sold the property, and removed to a farm on Long Island. The 
old lady died in the year 1G79, leaving a sou by a ibnuer marriage, and 
a daughter by Mr. Litsehae. 

The Kierstede Girls. — If we turn our attention to that early 
period of tho settlement of Now Amsterdam, when blackberries could 
be yet picked along the hill between Broadway and New street; when 
the shores of the Hudson river, from the Battery northward, abounded, 
with shell-fish; when tho midnight cry of innumerable croaking inhab- 
itants of the marshy regions of the Broad street serenaded the slum- 
bering people of New Amsterdam, we shall find that a little sign swung 
out from the corner of Pearl and Whitehall streets, giving notice that 
there Surgeon Hans Kierstede dispensed drugs to the invalid, and was in 
readiness to perform amputatioug or the extraction of teeth upon suffering 
humanity in tho western Avorld. Surgeon Kicrstedo married tho vrowtjo 
Sarah lioelof:Jen, daughter of the famous Annetjc Jans, (and hence his 
descendants now cujoy the distinction of being hopeful claimants of a> 
untold estate yet in law;) the fruit of which marriage was, among others, 
the Kierstede girls, now the subject of our essay,.viz: Catriua, Blaudina 
and Rachel. Now we do not know of any other girls, in the history of 
this matter, to whom the enviable privilege can be more certainly accorded 
than to those, of having been born in sight of the IJattery, when that 
famous promenade was a gentle hill covered by natural wild flowers and 
with perchance still the Indian path winding among the bushes down to 
the fishing rocks at the Avater's edge. When they grew up to woman's 
estate they wero not without admirers. With a pedigree identified with 
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tho earliest antiquities of the city; witli a fair slinro of womanly olinrms, 
and witli their father a learned professor, it Avoulil be strange if tlicy were 
not objects of attraction lo the youth of the neighborhood. The vro\vljc 
(3atrina, the eldest of the tlirec— she was a staid and sober maiden, lo 
whom the charms of girlish frolics and childish recollections lent their aid 
to the snit of young Kip (Johannes,) the son of tlio celebrated Ucndiielc 
Kip, tho original tailor of New Amsterdam, who lived around the corner 
in Bridge street. Many a match had they together in tho youthful sports 
of the day, and now they joined in a more serious adventure for their 
lives, in which they were as fortunate as heart could desire. The .second 
daughter, Blandina, of more romantic turn; she was sued for, in vain, by 
tlio scions of tlio ancient families of tho town; but when Master Pielor 
Bayard arrived from Fatherland with his uncle. Governor Stuyvcsant, his 
gay appearance found its way to tho heart of the fair Blandina, nor did 
she fail in finding that it was a mutual passion. So they were married. 
Pieter became a ship captain, and was much from home, and wo believe 
had not that strict regard for church dutics,".which could have been desired; 
but, nevertheless, for all we know to the contrary, the match tin-ncd out 
well enough. 

The third daughter, Kacholj remained in a single condition, a singular 
thing in those days, when Christian ladies were for the most part imported, 
and were worth their value. Some romantic reasons have been suggested 
for this. But, without enlarging upon tliis unfruitful subject, let us close 
our slight memento of tire Kierstedo girls, with tho friendly consideration 
wliich the associations, connected with tl\cir childhood in this ancient eity, 
<!annol but awaken. 

M icTJK AVessells — A famous landlady, whose tavern was tho resort of 
the dignitaries, of the town ou occasions when news was to be discussed, 
or the arrival of a ship to be heralded, or the last tidings came from the 
"north;" whence the young men of tho day were traversing tho Indian 
country on adventurous deeds of fur trade in the far wilderness. These 
were the great topics of news in those days, and wo uniy imagine tho 
scenes of discussion and tho themes of remark customary in the public 
room of IMctjo Wcssclls' tavern. The good landlady had several fair 
daughters. Hcndricn, married a young gentleman of " one of tho best 
families," by name " Guloyn Verplanck," a gay Lothario, who had pre- 
viously been in trouble about a certain other lady, whom ho had refused 
to marry, altliough under moral obligation to do so. After the death of 
this gentleman, the widow married Jacob Kip, a man of great respectability; 
she brought him the wealth of her former husband, and he also was a man 
of property. They resided in the Ilccro graaft, or present Broad street, 
near E.xchaugo place. Another daughter of Mctjo "Wcsscls, married a 
neighboring merchant, named Tliomas Edsall, one of the leading men of 
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the (lay. In short, all tlio dftughtcis inaiiied woU. The old lady, when 
tho press of years had somewhat abated her cncrgios, retired from business, 
and spent her remaining days in the society of her children. Sho was a 
well known character in New Amsterdam . Her tavern was on the water 
side, on the present north" sido of Pearl street, about mid-way between 
Broadway and Whitehall streets. 

DuvERTiE CoBNELiSEN, a lady, who from tradition and history was the 
occasion of an event which, for a time, caused great consternation in New 
Amsterdam. Sho was the wifo of Henry Van Dyck, and resided on tho 
west sido of Broadway, below Trinity church. Hev hu.sband had taken 
great pains to plant an orchard of poach trees (imported from Holland) in 
their garden, which extended to the shore of the North river. This fruit 
was a rarity in those days, and to the Indians it was a complete novelty, 
none bcin^ known among them before the whites settled in tho countrj'. 
The delectable sight of the blushing fruit tempted these poor sous of the 
forest sorely, even so that they woro not loth to venture their lives in tho 
dark nights to sail around in their canoes and by a steallhy march and 
scaling of fences to approprinto a few to themselves, they being fond of 
the good things of tho earth as well as their civilized neighbors. But tho 
wrath of Duvertio, ui)on discovering these inroads upon her cherished 
orchard, knew no bounds; where would be tho jiromiscd preserves to groce 
the winter table, if those things woro permitted; but what to do 1 Tho 
natives were a stealthy set; watch was kept for thorn, but upon chase, thoy 
wero too nimble for tho heavy Dutch household; nothing, therefore, would 
answer but to pepper tho thieves with a musket; aud her husband was 
assigned to the duty. In the middle watches of the night therefore, ho 
lays in wait in his orchard. A form is seen scaling the fence in the dim 
shadow; it stealthily approaohcs the forbidden fruit, and is plainl3' seen 
picking the branches. A'^an Dyck raises his gun and fires. Tho victim 
falls, and upon examination, it is found to bo an Indian girl, who is quite 
dead. When tho friends of the deceased heard of this, they took counsel 
with their people nud the nations resolved upon a signal act of vongeanco. 
Giving no token of their purpose, on the night of the 15th ."September, 
1655, sixty-four canoes, laden with warriors in their war paint, landed at 
New Amsterdam, and sought out Van Dyck, who took refuge with his 
neighbor, Vandiegrist. The natives attacked the premises of the latter, 
and in the affray Van Dyck was wounded in the breast by an arrow, and 
Vandiegrist was cut with a tomahawk. Daj'light approaching tho citizens 
assembled in the fort, and thence made a desperate assault upon tho 
savages, driving them into their canoes, leaving three dead, and carrying 
with Ihcm severol wounded. They then wont over the river nud attacked 
tho farmers at Pavonia, all of whom they killed except one family. 
On Staton Island, between twenty and thirty settlers fell victims. In 
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nil twont^'-ciglit fai'ins woio destroyed, with tUoir cattlo and crops; over 
Olio Inmdred Christians were killed, nnd ono hundred and rtfty taken 
uaptivo. All these disasters happonod, and it is said, which seems to bo 
well attested, that the desire of Duvertio to have poaolios on tbo hospita- 
ble tea tnblo, that most social meal in olden tinio, was the oecnsion of 
tbein. 

LvDiA V.\N Di-CK, daughter of the lady last montionod. Her wedding 
took plaoo in 1635, the bridegroom being Nicholas Do Meyer, a young 
merchant. The festivities wore on tho largest scale of Dutch hospitality. 
The mansion of Sohepen Van Dyok, tho bride's father was lighted on tho 
oeoasiou; but, behold in tho midst of tho festivities a disappointed lovor, 
whose stifled feelings could ill brook this groat exhibition of a rival's tri- 
umph. His name, Gabriel De Haas, the happy bridegroom and this dis- 
carded lover, eyed each other with proud disdain; words followed, and 
presently an assault, in which the two struggled together in diro contest 
of physical strength. They avo separated boforo tho sword is drawn (side 
weapons wore then still in vogue as a part of a gontlonian's dross,) but tho 
festivities aro broken up, and the frightened belles hasten homeward. 
This stormy event happily was no true premonition of tho future doiuestio 
life of the married couple, as they lived for many years together, enjoying 
the fruits of an industrious and well spent life. Do Meyer became mayor 
of the eity, and died in 1690. 

Cathari.ne Roelofs. — "We have elsewhere noted some sketches of tho 
famous Annctjo Jans. This lady was her daughter by the first husbaad 
of Annetje, named Roclof Jansen. Calhrina was not born in this country, 
but came hither with her parents in 1630, when still a child. She lived 
for a time near Albany, and shortly after removed to this city, where she 
resided until near the close of tho century. Her advanced age, towards 
the close of her life, made her an oracle in respect of events of the olden 
time. She could remember when tho habitations of the town, with tho 
exception of two or three buildings, were no bettor than temporary shan- 
ties, ov the rudo huts of tho Indians. She recollected tho old Indian war 
of 1641, and events several years preceding. Catrina was married to 
Johannes Van Brngh, a respectable merchant, Avith whom she passed half 
a century of domestic happiness. .Soon after their marriage tho couple 
established their residence on the outskirts of tho town, on tho present 
Hanover square, where they lived until taken away by death. The present 
open space called Hanover square, then hy along tho river shore, and was 
still occupied by several of tho primitive trees of tho forest, which were 
permitted to stand for many years, casting their broad .shadows over tlio 
handsome green. There the Indians came to camp on their visits to tho 
city, and the market wagons rested from their journeys under the coolicg 
shade. 
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Saha lloKLOF. An oldor sister of tho foregoing, married Surgeon 
Hnns Kirstedo, a near noigliljor of licr father-in-law, living on the present 
north-east corner of Pearl and Whitehall streets. 1 his was the first drug 
store established in iS'ew Amsterdam. Dr. Kicstedo died in 166G, leaving 
his widow and eight childien. The widow afterwards married Elbert 
Elbertsoii, and thirdly Cornelius VaTi Bor.'jiuni so thnt all these families, 
should tho Annetjc Jans estate ever come into possession of tho heirs, may 
lay claim to a share. The lady survived her last husband several years, and 
died at a very advanced age, in the year 1693. 

8ai!.^ liArF.LJK — Saka JoRiSKN — Tlicso two hulics, if their different 
names do not represent one and the same person, dispute, in history, the 
title to being tho first white female child born in tho colony of New Nether- 
land. According to several authorities, George Jansen do Kapeljo and 
Sarah his wife, arrived at Staten Island from Holland in 1624, and that 
he prepared a cabin, at what is now called the Wallabout, for his resi- 
dence, to which he removed in the spring of 1625. His daughter Sarah 
Rnpelje was born at the latter place on the Cth or 9th of Juno 1625. The 
property of George Kajielje at Wallabout was known by the Indian name 
of " Kinnegachonck." The name of Sara Jorisen, in connection with tliis 
event, is taken from an extract of the public records in 16a6, where it is 
said " Sarah Jorisen, the first born Christian daughter in New Netherland, 
widow of HansI-IaBsen, burthcned with seven children, petitions for a grant 
of a piece of meadow in addition to the twenty uiorgens granted to her at 
Waalbaght." In consideration of her situation and birth, Stuyvesant and 
his council assented to her petition. 

It is generally understood that thete are both one and the same person, 
notwithstanding the difference of the name. 

jMauam Ax.\a BAYAnn, a widow lady, and the sister of Governor Stuy- 
vesant, accompanied the latter to America with her three sons, Balthazar, 
Peter and Nicholas. Madam Bayard was one of tho best specimens of her 
sex; she ventured, at a time of life when the scenes of a native country and 
the quiet of domestic life, have charms which few can leave, unless from 
urgent motives, to cross the ocean with the purpose of establishing her resi- 
dence in a country where the pleasures of society and the luxuries of life 
were yet in a crude state, and this, solely in view of the promised advantages 
afforded by the opening of a new field of advancement to the enterprise of 
her sons. The latter were then all young men, about entering upon tho 
active scenes of life, and the solicitude of their mother received its reward, 
as they became among tho fnit people of their day, and their deeendants 
have always enjoyed a distinguished place in our social annals. Her 
amiable character was exemplified on numerous occasions, and public 
record is made of her inteifereuce in behalf of a poor persecuted Quaker, 
who, sacrificed to the malignant sentiment of that day, was the victim of 
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" correction," nt tho hands of the public authorities, after enduring tho 
lash until ho fainted, for several days in succession, ho was thought to be 
near his end, but his rebellious spirit, in refusing to work at tho wheel- 
barrow (to which ho had been condemned) confirmed the authorities in 
their determination to bring him to it, whatever tho consequences might 
be. In this emergency " Stuyvesant's sister interfered, and implored her 
brother so incessantly that tho Director General was at last induced to 
liberate the unfortunate man." This estimable lady from her accomplish- 
ments, her devotion to her children, and her amiable character, is deserving 
of a high place in the roll of notable women of the olden time. 

Annetje Jans— Every one has heard of tho name of this lady, whoso 
fame has penetrated to many a hearth-stone, bearing visions of unbound^ 
ed wealth to any quiet family, whose pedigree can bo traced through two or 
three generations back in this city. To count up those who in their 
iinagiuations represent untold wealth as tho decendants of this famous 
lady, would be an impossibility. Annetje Jans w.is tlie widow of Dominie 
Bogardus the first clergyman of New Amsterdam, who arrived hero 
in 1633. lie married this lady some years after his arrival, she being 
thiin called Annolje Roclofs; she was tho widow of Roelof Jansen, one 
of the earliest settlers; at the time of her marriage to Dominie Bogard- 
us, Annetje Jans or Roclofs had four children, tho issue of her former 
marriage, and by the Dominie she subsequently had also four children. 
The farm about which this controversy has been so long sustained, em- 
braced about sixty-two acres which were granted to Eoclof Jansen, in tho 
year 163G; upon his death it passed to his widow, and after hor marriage 
with the Dominie it commonly went by the name of the Dominie's Bowery, 
It extended from a line a little south of the present Warren street, north- 
westerly about a mile and a half, to whot is now Christopher street, form- 
ing an irregular triangle, having its base on the river, running, however, on 
Broadway only from Warren to Duanie street. Domiuie Bogardus embarked 
on the ship Princess, on a visit to the fatherland, in the year 1647, and tho 
vessel being cast away, tho Domiuie with about eighty others perished. The 
widow co.-.tinued her residence in this city, and in 1654, the grant of tho 
farm was confirmed to her and her heirs by Governor Stuyvcsant, and sub- 
sequently in 1667, after her death, it was confirmed by the English govern- 
ment (which had then recently come into possession of the province) to 
her heirs. It appears that in 1670, tho vendue master of this city sold by 
order, and for the account of the heirs of Anna Bogardus, deceased, a part 
of this property, consisting of land and meadow lying on the north of Mcs- 
path's Kill, (above Canal street) commonly called Dominie's hook; John 
Sharpc became the purchaser at 7,950 florins; Shnrpe afterwards refused 
to ratify on account of some alleged flaw in the title, and the sale was 
never carried through. In the following year William Bogardus for him- 
'elf and brothers, Jan and Jonas, ond two of Annetje Jan's sons-in-law (act- 
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ing in right of thoir wives, and by nssignmcnt of Peter Bogardus) conveyed 
this farm to Colonel Francis Lovelace, then Governor of New 5forlt. One 
of Iho sons (Cornelius) did not join in the conveyance, and it is alleged 
that his lioirs are entitled to a share of the projierty. In 1705, the farm, 
(then called the King's Farm) was leased by the colonial authorities to 
Trinity Church, who have since remained in possession and enjoyed the 
Inoomeoftha property, which is immense, being in the best parts of the city. 
The ground recently taken on behalf of the heirs, is not simply as the re- 
presentatives of tho son Cornelius, but upon the ground that whatever title 
the Colonial Government took from the heirs, became vested aftor'tho Rev- 
olution, in tho people of this State; to place the matter in a situation 
whieli may benefit tho heirs, legislative action has been invoked and tho 
matter is cow again ponding in tho Supreme Court of this city. 

To return to the personal affairs of the subject of this sketch, it appears 
that she was a lively person, and as scandal concerning tho great ones of 
those days was much in vogue, this lady was not without boing assailed 
by its shafts; though they foil harmlessly before her. She continued her 
residence in this city until her death. 

Judith Varleth — A near relation of Governor Stuyvesant, was a young 
lady of accomplishments and beauty, and of great versatility of character. 
She accompanied her brother to this country, and resided with him for 
some time. This gentleman, Mr. Nicholas Varloth, occupied a prominent 
position in this city as a merchant, and was distinguished as a man of fine 
education and manners. Miss Judith having occasion, about the ycnt l(i62, 
to reside for a time in Hartford, Connecticut, wonderful to say she was 
taken up as a witch, and imprisoned; whether this frightful suspicion was 
caused by her beauty or her talents, or because she spoke Dutch, cannot bo 
now divined. In vain did her brother visit the scene of imprisonment to 
obtain her release. The Connecticut people were obdurnto in their con- 
viction on this subject. Finally, to so great a pass had things come, that 
Governor Stuyvesant took tlie matter in hand as a public concern, and sent 
her brother to Hartford with a letter to tho authorities, in which ho says: 
" Honored and worthy sirs,— By this oeeasion of my brother-in-law's being 
necessitated to make a second voyage to aid his distres.'ied sister, Judith 
Varleth, imprisoned, as wo are informed, upon pretended accusation of 
witchery; we really believe, and from her well known education, life, con- 
versation and profession of faith, wo dare assure you she is innocent of such 
a horrible crime, and wherefore I doubt not ho will now find your honor's 
favor and aid for tho innocent." The young lady was released upon this 
application, and returned to New Amsterdam, She was soon after sought 
and won by one of tho most distinguished of tho young men of New York, 
Mr. Nicholas Bayard. AVith him she led a life through the most stormy 
period of which tho annals of New York give record; the strife between the 
revolutionists, under Jacob Leislcr, and tho conservatives or "grandees," 
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under Nicholas Bajaiil, gave occasion to domestic scones which tried tho 
nerves of tho ladies, as well as of their liege lords. Tho record of those 
events will bo found in tho history of that time. Bayard, after being tried 
for his life (for treason) in 1702, condemned, and sentenced to death, was 
reprieved, finally released, and again enjoyed the high places of honor in 
the land; he died in 1711; his widow, tho subject of this sketch, survived 
him scvcriil years, and died at an advanced ago. The place of residence of 
Baynrd was in the present Stone street (then called tho " Hoogh straat,") 
near Hanover square. 

Jannetje De Witt — Widow of Joannes Do Witt, and ancestress of a 
distinguished family of that name, resided in Broadway, opposite the Howl- 
ing Greon. She subsequently married a wealthy merchant named Do 
Hart. 

Ltsbet Va^ VooniiAUDT, daughter of Cornelius Segers Van Voorbaudt, 
of Castle Island, neai Albany. Conning an attachment ior a young French 
trader who visited Albany on his peregrinations among the Indians, she 
married him against her parents' consent, and was renounced by her family; 
She left her home, and her husband, Francis Boon, after accumulating 
some money, established himself in the mercantile line in New Amster- 
dam, his place of business being on tho West side of Broadway, opposite 
the present liowling Greon. Ho became a man of wealth, and after seme 
years' residence here, removed to the "West Indies, where this lady died 
Her parents had cut her off with a shilling, but her own nflluent circum- 
stances, before her death, bad rendered their vindictiveness a matter of in- 
difference in a pecuniary point of view. 

Adriana CuviLJE — A severe typo of the women of that time, to whom 
tho vicissitudes and dangers of a frontier life, had imparted a masculine 
dovelopement, to which tho sex, in the refined city circles of tho present day, 
are happily strangers. This lady was first married to Guleyn Vinjo (Van. 
gee) the issue of which marriage was several children; she inherited a con- 
siderable fortune from her husband and afterwards married Jan .lanscn 
Damon, a trader in this city. A large farm was granted to Damon in 1644, 
extending across from river to river, from Wall street to Maiden lane; 
upon this Damon built u farm house, where the family resided until his 
death. In tho time of the Indian War, in 1C42, when tho savages wore 
hovering around tho outskirts of the town, menacing death and the horrors 
of torture upon such as they ."should lay hands upon, tho community be- 
came greatly excited, some through fear, others from hatred of the savage 
foe; among the latter was the subject of this sketch, who instigated her 
son-in-law Van Tienhoven, with his companions, to a merciless slaughter 
of a band of Indians encamped near Corlaer's hook, and to testify her joy 
at the event she danced through tho city, kicking an Indian's head before 
her as a foot ball. She was the mother of a passionate generation, worthy 
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of their maternal sires, though less forcihlo in the manifestation of their un- 
ruly spirits. Madame Cuvilje died ahout the year 1657. 

Geesie He.ndficks — The popular hostess of the " Orchard," a place of 
resort for the town people, situated on the Golden hill, in the vicinity of the 
present John and Cliff streets, was a daughter of ooe of tho old residents 
of New Amsterdam, She married Dirk Vandoroliff, a store keeper in Ihc 
town, who purchased " tho Orchard," and land adjacent, covering several 
of tho present blocks, in 1681. After tho death of IJirk Vandercliff, 
Geesie continued her residence in that place until a good old age. Until 
indeed the extraordinary fact became evident that the land was wanted 
for town lots. Then she caused it to be laid out .into streets, covered by 
the present Gold, Cliff, .lohn, and other streets in that vicinity The 
orignal names of the streets being Cliff street. South street, joklen street, 
and Rudder street. Having lived to sec tliis so little expected event, and 
to find herself in astute of affluence, tlie old lady was gathered to her 
fathers in the early part of the last century, leaving several children snr- 
viving. The romantic situation of ** the C>rchard," on the brow of Gold- 
en hill, overlooking the river, and the wooded heights on the opposite 
shore, made it the most fashionable place of resort to tho loungers of the 
town, and many scenes of rare interest are on record as having been en- 
acted there. 

Rachkl Kir. — It is a fact pretty generally known in liistory, that the 
original tailor of New Amsterdam was one Hendriok Ilendricksen, com- 
monly called Kipj or chicken. AVhen wo undertake to trace this individu- 
al down to his actual settlement in tliis city, ive go quite into tho dark 
ages of our history; for it may be safely said that at that time our glorious 
metropolis had barely shed its feathers of the nat^ive forest growth, or ut- 
tered its first chirp of e.xistenco as a city. When he built on the present 
Bridge street, lots were, literally, of no account. Several years after- 
wards his ne.\t neighbor sold one of thirty feet front by one hundred and 
ten feet deep, for nine dollars, which was probably a speculating price at 
that. 

Hendrick Kip, however, was a bravo man at heart, for above all 
others who then wore steel, he was the most redoubtable enemy of thot 
most unpopular magistrate. Governor Kieft. And finally, when by tho 
clamors of the settlers, among the most clamorous of whom was Hendrick 
Kip,"" the Governor was fain to give up his government and retire from tho 
field, and the right hand of forgiveness was stretched out to the Governor 
on his departure, by those whom he left behind, Kip, alone, refused to 
give him a parting shake of the hand, and to his heroism in that affair 
history bears record. But to tho point. 

This worthy citizen had, it is believed, but one daughter, by name 
Kaehel. We have nothing in particular to say in respect to that lady, 
except that she married Lucas Kiersted, a neighbor's son. But her hisi 
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torical dignity, as being one of the children born in tliis city, and aporting, 
in lier youth, in the sands of the native sliorc, at the "strand," or fool of 
Whitehall street, gives to her name a certain interest in the eyes of pos- 
terity, which make lier not unworthy a plaoo in onr category of notable 
females of early times. 

ELTZAnETn De Potteu, a daujliter of a merchant named Cornelius Do 
Potter, who built the first three masted vessel in this counti'y, a small ship 
called the " Now Jjove," married a merchant named Pieter Dclanoy, who 
was afterwards mayor of this city. 

Gkertkuyd SciiuvLEii. — This lady, a native of Albany, and inheriting 
the spirit of one of the loading citizens of the time, married Stepbanus Van 
Cortland. She came prominently before the public in the tinio of the 
Lcislcrian troubles, at the commencement of which her hu.sband was mayor 
of the city. The revolutionists having ordered a popular oloetion of city 
ofiiecrs, and chosen a body friendly to their cause, the latter found them- 
selves without any of the municipal paraphonialia, such as the city record, 
seal, &o, as Van Cortland, in whose custody they were deposited, had been 
compelled to escape from the city, to avoid a wa.rrant which had been is- 
sued against him by Leislor. It was understood, however, that the pAiblic 
property in question was still at his house, and a committee was appoint- 
ed to wait on Madam Van Cortland, to procure the dolivorj' of this proper- 
ty, She received thcui rospoctfuUy, but declined giving up any thing left 
with her by her husband. Tlio scrgeant-at-arms was then directed to 
make anolRoial visit to her ladyship, but he was received in a more cava- 
lier manner, by having the door shut in his face. A great commotion now 
ensued between the revolutionists and Aladam Van Cortland, and all 
sorts of throats were hold out before her, but the lady triumphed, in spito 
of all of her opponents, and gained great honor in her own party by her 
heroic delence of their cause. \ 

Maky Van Horn, the accomplished daughter of a merchant of tliis city, 
married Governor William Burnet, son of the celebrated Bishop 13urnet, 
Governor Burnet had, in England, held a prominent oflico under govern- 
ment, and his appointment here was dictated, in part, by a hope of allay- 
ing the religious o.xeitomont which then pervaded this Colony, owing to the 
oppressive measures of former governors in furtherance of the establish- 
ment of the Church of England as a colonial church. The choice was a 
fortunate one iu this view, as the conciliatory character of Governor Bur- 
net rendered him personally popular. His marriage with a lady born in 
this city was also an event which identified him personally with our local 
families; and it seems that for himself it was a happy alliance. Ho was a 
widower, with two children, previous to his marriage with Miss Van Horn, 
One of these eliildron died in this city; the other, a son, named Gilbert, 
grew up to man's estate. By his last wife be bad three children, William, 
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MKry and Thomas. The subject of our Ekotch died in this city, and was 
buried in a vault, prepared for the purpose, in Trinity Chapol. Governor 
Bnrnct, who died in 1729, made it bis dying rctiuest that he should bo 
buried in the vault with his " dearest wifo Mary." We have given this 
lady a place in this series of sketches, as she was a descendant of one of 
the old Dutch families, although, in her generation, the ancient landmark? 
of the Dutch era were become nearly obliterated. 

The common ancestor of the Van Horns in this city was Cornelius Jan- 
sen, eurnamed Van Hoorn, from Hoorn, the place: of his residence in Hol- 
land. He was a merchant in tliis city, on the strand, or water side, 
(present Pearl street.) 

Elsie Ty.mens, a daughter of Covert Looekcrmans, one of Iho first es- 
tablished traders in IS'ew Amsterdam. Looekcrmans, at the outset of his 
business career, sailed a packet sloop up the North river, and probably es- 
tablished one of tlie earliest lines of passenger vessels on that river. He 
made a considerable fortune in this business, and for a time was also con- 
nected in trade between this city and the English settlement at Plymouth, 
in partnership with Isaac Allerton, one of the original passengers in the 
Mayflower. The firm was conducted in this city, under the name of Al- 
lerton & Looekcrmans. The subject of this sketch married first a mer- 
chant of this city, named Picter Corneliscn Vanden'eer, who is notable in 
our local annals from having first projected the scheme of leaving a public 
place or park in the south point of the island, now occupied by tho Batte?y. 
Vanderveer resided near that place in 1657, in a fine house, just then 
erected. He died in tho year 1C61, leaving his widow and three children. 
His widow next married Jacob Leisler, the great leader of tho popu- 
lar party in tho Revolution of 16S9. Leisler arrived in this city in 
tho year 1660, a soldier. He soon after engaged in trade, and by hi? 
success in business, and tho fortuno which camo to him through his 
marriage with tho subject of this sketch, ho took a position among 
tho leading citizens of wealth. His character was impulsive, and some- 
what headstrong, joined to a great degree of native talent, which, in 
the exciting times of the lievolution of 1689, at once placed him at the 
head of tho dissenting interest. After his execution, in 1691, his widow 
resided on tho present Hanover tcjuarc, where, during her widowhood, she 
was an object of popular sympathy, from the wretched ond undeserved fate 
of her husband. Leisler, in his dying speech, referred, in the most afi'ect- 
ing terms, to his family, saying, after committing them to the mercy of 
God, " Our only comfort in this case is, that He has promised to take care 
of the widow and tho fatherless. Kecommending tbem all, this dying 
moment, into the hands of one that is able and willing to save those thot 
seek bim; desiring them to put their perpetual confidence in the mercies of 
one that never failcth, and not to weep for us that are departing to our 
God; but rather to weep for themselves, that aro hero behind us, to remain 



109 

in a state of misery and trouble." Himself and his son-in-law wore exe- 
cuted together. 

Marhetje LoocKEEMANg, sistcr of the foregoing, married Balthazar Biij- 
ard, ft nephew of Got, Stiiyvesant. Their place of residence was in Broad- 
way, opposite the Bowling Green. Mr. Bayard was a brewer, and a man 
of fine education, but of a less enterprising character than his brother 
Nicholas, who was a man of great note in those early times. 

Rachel Vinje— This lady, a daughter of Guleyn Vinje, and his wife, 
Adriana Cuvilje, after the death of her father and the marriage of her 
mother with Jan Janson Damen, resided at the farm homestead of the lat- 
ter, near the present Wall street, until sho married Cornelius Van Tien- 
hoven, the secretary of the Province of New 'Nctherland. With her hus- 
band, she then moved to the farm of the latter, lying along the north side 
of the road called tho Maagdc paalje, or present M aiden lane, Van Tion- 
hoven was a man as well known through all the Dutch and English terri- 
tory, as any man of his time. Ho was tho best abused man, and had the 
most enemies of any other person of that era; but his spirit was invincible, 
and his political success exhibited him as a man of great sagacity. His 
fate was a mystery, for by a great combination of his antagonists, they 
succeeded, finally, after many years of continuous eff'ort, in procuring the 
order from Holland decreeing his removal from the public stations held by 
him, and not long after. Van Tienhoven was missing; his hat and ean« 
were found floating in the river; but this was believed to be merely a ruse, 
to induce the idea of his suicide, whilo it was thought he had left the 
scenes, where nothing but a mortifying exhibition of himself as an evidence 
of the triumph of his enemicp, awaited him during the rest of his life, 
flowovcr, the widow, Kachel, was equal to the occasion, and administered 
upon his property as if ho were dead. His immoral character had estranged 
tho affections of his wife, as ho was known to be unscrupulous in his deal- 
ings with the sex, and on one occasion had had the efi'rontery to bring into 
the city a young girl whom he had induced to leave Holland, on pretence 
of making her his wife, llaehel, however, soon put an end to this inter- 
course, and being a woman of remarkable spirit, was a thorn in the side of 
ber erring spouse of equal torment to that of all his other enemies. This 
lady lived in this city, in active superintendence of her husband's property 
until her death, which took place in the year 16GS. She left three chil- 
dren, Lucas, Joannes and Jannekin. The mother of Kachel Vinje died in 
the year 1657. Rachel, at tho time, gave her husband money to pay for 
the grave, with which ho eloped, as his widow stated, carrying this and 
other money in a pocket handkerchief. Before her death she was involved 
in heavy lawsuits respecting tho division of her mother's estate, and, in 
these she always appeared in person, and conducted her own ease suo- 
oesifully. 

6* 
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Matilda Willejisen — In 1612 this lady accompanied her husband, 
Dominic Jolianncs Megapolcnsis, to New Notherland, whither ho was sent 
in the quality of clergyman of Rouselaerswyck. This lady was, at that 
time, forty-two years of ago; her husband thirty-nine. Their children, Hil- 
logond, Dirrick, Jan and Samuel, accompanied tbom. The family remain- 
ed at Fort Orange, or Albany, for several years; but madam, to whom the 
charms of society in fatherland, and some family affairs, extended an invita- 
tion which she could not resist, and her husband finally consented to return. 
Madam departed for Holland, and her husband making his arrangements 
soon to follow her. But, upon reaching New Amsterdam, where he was 
to take 'ship, in 1649, be found that place Avithout a clergyman, owing 
to the departure of Dominie Baekerus. Ho was pressed, by Governor 
Stuyvesant, " for the honor of God, for the increase of the church and for 
the interest of men," to remain in the country, for a time, at least. Ho 
resisted, but persuasions were still added, '' if it were only for the instruc- 
tion of the children who are every Sunday presented at the iManhatans for 
bnplism — sometimes onc^soinctimes two — yco, sometimes throe and four 
together;*' so that the Dominie at last consented to stay, and he was 
installed minister of the church of New Amsterdam, at a salary of four 
hundred and eighty dollars per annum. Mrs. Megapolonsis returned in the 
following year, and henceforth resided in this city. Her daughter married 
Cornelius Van Ruyven, the Colonial Secretary. Her son Samuel gradu- 
ated at Harvard University, and was subsequently established as clergy- 
man in this city. 

LySDET Guf.vefaet married, first, Mr. De Kiemor, a young merchant 
of this city, and after his death she became the wife of Dominie Samuel 
Drissius, who, in the year 1052, was appointed to assist in hia clerical 
duties in New Amsterdam, " that worthy old servant the Rev. iVlegapo- 
Icnsis." She brought to her husband a considerable property, consisting 
of real estate, and the mercantile effects of her late husband. It is one of 
the peculior features of those early times, that the ladies of some of the 
most affluent and distinguished citizens, whose callings were of a profes- 
sional character, conducted mercantile pursuits in their own names; this 
was true with mother Drissius, as she was called, who kept a thread and 
needle, or lady's fancy store, in the best business part of the town, on the 
present Pearl street, between Whitehall and Broad street. By her former 
husbiind she had several children, viz: Margaret, who married Cornelius 
Steenwyck; Marchtelt, who married Nicholas Gouverneur; Pieter and 
Hubert. By her second husband she had no children. Mother Drissius 
died in this city, at an advanced age, in the year 16S8, having survived 
her husband some years. 

Margaret De Rie.iier, daughter of the last mentioned lady, married, 
first, Cornelius Steenwyck, a leading merchant of the city; after the death 
of Mr. Steenwyck, she married Dominie Hendricus Selyns, Dutch Reform 

clergyman . 



AN OFIMCIJN'S WABDROBIi liV 1G92. 

Being on inventory of the peisonnl cfToots of Captain Ctcsar Cai-tci-, an 
English olTiccv stationed in the city of New YovU. 

VALUATIOX. 

£. s. d. 

Uno blue cloth coat witli silvoi' buitons 5 

One stuff coal, lined with changeable silk., 3 6 

Ono old stuff coat 1 4 O 

One old fiiezo coat 12 

Ono white floweicd jacket 12 

Two plain white Holland jaclvCta 16 

One silk waistcoat, flowered 1 15 

One pair green silk breeches, flowered with silver and gold 2 10 

Ono pair silver gnuzo breeches 10 

One pair of old breeches, with twelve small silver buttons 12 

One old night-gown 15 

Ono pair scarlet stockings 18 

One pair blue worsted stockings 10 

Ono pair whito worsted stockings, and one pair coarse blue do. . . 8 

One pair of old black silk stockings 3 

Two pair of whito cotton stockings 5 

One old embroidered belt with silver buckles 1 10 

One whito silk waist belt 8 

One campaign wig 1 5 

Ono short bob wig 1 10 

One old bob wig 12 

Saddle, bridle, holsters, breast plate and crupper 2 2 

One gun 1 ^^ 

One pair of pistols 4 

One silver hilted sword 3 12 

One lacker hat 10 

Onooldhat 10 

Ono ease with nine bottles 10 

One silver spoon and fork and 22 silver buttons 19 

Two gold rings, two pair gold buttons 3 

Sixbooks 1 5 

Two pair gloves 10 

Carried forward • ^6.46 3 
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Brought forward i646 3 

Two pair of shoes, ono pair slippers 9 

Ono pocket book, with papers , 

ScTon plain shirts 4 18 

Three new Inood shirts 4 10 

Three lacod shirts worn , 4 10 

Two laced ncclt cloths 2 4 

One Inccd neck cloth, worn 7 6 

Six neck cloths 18 

Firo plain handkerchiefs 8 4 

Throe laced handkerchiefs 1 3 

Two pair thread stockings 6 

Seven old napkins and towels r 4 

Ono old pair of sheets 6 

Three pillow bears : 1 6 

Two pair linen sliders 6 

Two flannel jackets 6 

One fur cap 1 6 

Ono old bed, bolster and pillows 2 8 

432 pieces of eight, at Gs. andSd. a piece 146 16 

10 rials _. 7 6 

£216 12 4 



Wardrobe of an old 01tl»en, 

Who had formerly been n prosperous Meroh&nt in New Amstordam, but 
who became rcduocd beforo his death, in 1682. (Jaques CoEitau.) 

Ono old serge coat. 

One old keveey breeches . 

One old kersey coat. 

One old black bat. 

One pair old black breeches. 

Ono do do red breeches. 

Ono red waistcoat. 

One pair new stockings , 

Three old shirts. 

Uno ncekclotb. 

Thirteen skeins of silk. 
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Wardrobe of a Professional Greniloman, 
{Dr. Jacob De Lange,) of New York, lfi85. 

T4I.UAT10.V. 

£. *. d. 

Ono grof- grained cloak, lined with silk 2 10 

One black broad cloth cloak 1 10 

One black broad cloth suit 1 6 o 

Ono colored serge suit (the new suit with silver buttons) 5 

One colored cloth waistcoat, with silver buttons 14 

Throe silk drawers 2 

Two calico drawers 2 6 

Three white drawers 

Two silk night caps 4 

Ono pair yoUow hand gloves with black silk fringe 14 

Five pair of whito calico stockings 9 

Ono pair black worsted stockings 4 

One pair gray worsted stockings 5 

One coat lined with red serge 1 ]6 

Two old coats 1 10 

Ono fine black hat, ono old gray hat, one black hat 1 1 

One black grof-grained suit 1 ]7 o 



Wardrobe of a FaBhIonable Lady, 

(The wife of Dr. De Lange) of New York, in 1685. 

£,. a. d. 

Ono under petticoat, with a body red-bay 17 

Ono under petticoat, scarlet 1 15 

Ono red oloth petticoat, with black lace 2 16 

Ono striped stuif petticoat 1 8 

Ono colored drugget petticoat, with red lining 16 

One colored drugget pctticout, with gray lining 16 

One do do do do 6 

One do do do white lining 10 

One do do do do 8 

One do do do with pointed lace 8 

Ono black silk petticoat, with ash grey silk lining 10 

One black pottofuo petticoat, with black silk lining 2 16 

One black pottofoo petticoat, with taffeta lining 1 13 6 

One black filk potoso-a-samare, with lace 8 
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VAtUAlION. 

£. s. d. 

Ono black tartanel samaro, with a tuckor 1 10 

Tlirce flowered calico samai-o 2 17 

Three calico night gowns, two flowoieil, one red 7 

Ono silk waistcoat; ono red calico waistcoat 14 

One pair bodice 4 

Five pair white cotton stockings 9 

Three black love-hoods 5 

Ono white love-hood 2 6 

Ono black silk crape samare, with a tucker 1 10 

Two pair sleeves, with grca t laco 1 3 

Four cornet caps, with laco, one without laeo 3 

One black silk rain cloth 10 

Cjno yellow love-hood 10 

One black plush mask 1 C 

One embroidered purse with a silver bugle and chain to the gir- 
dle, a silver hook and eye 1 4 

Five small East India boxes 1 6 

Five hair curlings 7 

Four yellow love drowlas. 2 

Jewelry : 

Ono silver thread wrought small trunk 3 

Wherein are the following ; 

One pair black pendants, with gold hooks 10 

One gold boat, wherein thirteen diamonds to one white coral 

chain 16 

One pair gold stueks or pendants, in each ten diamonds 25 

Two diamond rings , 24 

One gold ring, with a clap beck 12 

One gold ring, or hoop, bound round with diamonds 2 10 

jOf. Be Lmige's Arms: 

Ono sword with a silver handle 2 2 6 

One sword with an iron handle 7 

Two cutlers' edges o 4 

One carbine, one pistol 14 

Two bands with black fringe, one postapca 12 

Ono keano, with silver knot or head 10 

One keano, with ivory knot or head. 

Ono snaflle with a bridle , , 7 
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Inventory of Iho Effects of a Literary Gentleman. 
Mr. Samuel Leeto, Clerk of the Court of Mayor and Aldermeii, in 1679. 

VALUATION. 

£,. s. il. 
One feather bed, bolster, two pillows, omo red rug, three blanUets, 

ono bedstead, mat and red curtains 4 15 

Six leather chairs, one clothes stool 2 5 

One small trunk, two cloth coats and breeches 2 

Ono pair trowsors, one gown, four fustian waistcpats 16 

Thrco neckcloths, one pair old sheets, ono handkerebiof... 8 

Three pairs stockings, two pair thread, ono pair of woolen stock- 
ings 8 

Thrco pair of sleeves, two pair of gloves 2 

Two chests, three combs, one knife, ono bottle in case 16 

Three boards and a table G 

Ono table, ono hour-glass, one pair andirons, ono fire shovel, ono 

pair of pistols, one carbine, ono sword 4 

Ono bridle and breast-plate, threo locks without keys 4 

Ono piece sheet lead, ono case with three bottles, 3 

Ono quill, bod and bolster, six wooden trenchers, one warming 

pan 12 

Thirty-eight books great and small 5 16 

Other articles 10 

TotnlValue .£23 10 



An account of the Properly found In the " great chamber " of tho house 
of Oornelius Steenwyck. 

One of the principal merchants and leading citizens of New Amsterdam 
Account taken after the death of Mr. Steenwyck, in 1686. 

In the Great Chamber. 

VALUATIONS' 

£. s. d. 

Plate ofall kinds, 723 ounces 216 

Different species of money 30O 

Gold chain, gold medal, gold child's whistle 49 

Ono cloth coat, sivor plato buttons 4 18 

One stujf coat, silver plato buttons 4 

One black oloth coat and breeches 2 
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TALVATIOK. 

£,. s. d. 

Ono pair oloth breeches 10 

Olio cloth coat, gimp buttons 210 

One black cloth coat , 2 10 

One black velvet coat, old 3 

Ono colored stuff coat and breeches 110 

One silk coat, breeches and doublet 15 

Ono silver cloth breeches and doublet 6 

One old velvet waistcoat, with silver lace 15 

One old coat, silver plate buttons 2 8 

Six pieces old clothes, as coats, breeches and doublets 2 5 

Ono buff coat and silk sleeves 1 10 

Ono yellow silk scarf, with silver fringes 1 5 

One light colored grof green cloak 10 

One dark colored grof green clonk, with lining 2 6 

Ono cloth colored cloak, with lining of bay, and wrought silver 

buttons 2 10 

Twelve rush leather chairs 5 8 

Two velvet chairs with fine silver lace 10 

One cupboard or case of French nut wood 20 

One round table 2 

One square table 10 

One cabinet 6 

Thirteen pictures 9 10 

One great looking glass (> 

One bedstead, two beds and furniture 2S 

Ten pieces of china dishes or porcelain 4 

Five alabaster imngee 15 

One piece of tapestry work, for 12 cushions 3 12 

One flowered tabby chimney cloth 12 

One pair flowered tabby curtains for windows 4 

Ono dressing box 1 10 

Ono Email picture 8 

One ivory compass 6 

A parcel of silver lace 2 12 

Four diaper table cloths 3 

Two small ditto 12 

Two small ditto, old 8 

Seventeen nopkins 17 

One carpet , ,.,, 2 



VALUE OP PROPlfRTY IN TIMS CITY IN EARLY TIMES. 



IfiJS. Dwelliiig-boHEo mid tevcial acicj on west sido of present Pearl 

street, near Fulton, §040. 
1643. Lot on south side of Bridge street., between Whitehall and Broad 

street, §9 CO. 
1647 . Two hundred acres of land at Harlem, sold at auction for $40. 
IPCS. House and lot on west sido of Brondivay, near Morris street, $300. 
1667. House and lot on Marketfield street, lot sbvcnty-two feet front, by 

sixty feet deep, $300. 
1672. Seven acres of land nt Franklin square, sold at auction for $64. 
1672. House, garden and orchard on Broad street and along Exchange 

place, $1,200. 
1C()7. House and lot on Broadway, next north of Trinity Church Yard, 

lot fifty feet front, ninety feet deep, $75. 
1680. House and lot on east side of Broadway, below Exchange Place, £60. 

1680. House and about one acre at Franklin square, JE30. 

1681. House, garden, orchard, and a piece of pasture on Pearl street, near 
Maiden Lane, $400. 

'16S1 . Lot on Pearl street, near Maiden Lane, £5. 

1681. Lot on Pearl street, near Wall street, forty-eight feet front, one 
hundred and forly-eight feet deep, $100. 

1681 . Lot and new dwelling-house on east side of Broadway, near Ex- 
change Place, <£350. 

1682. Lot on Broadway, near Kector street, one hundred and twenty feet 
deep, i637 lOs. 

16S2. House and lot in Pearl street, near Maiden Lano, forty-five feet 

front, two hundred feel deep, auction sale, £91. 
1652. The " Old Clinroh " on Pearl street, north side, between Broad and 

Whitehall streets, 10,200 guilders sewant, or about $1,000. 
16S2. Twonly-two acres of upland and six acres of meadow, near Chatham 

Square, $300. 
16S2. Lot on Wall street, $30. 

1683. Lot on New street, $40. 

1683. Lot on Beaver and New streets, S160. 
1683. Lot on Pearl street, near ,Tohn, $150. 
1623 . Thirty-eight and one-fourth acres and a gristmill on Saw-mill Creek 

on Manhattan Island, XI60. 
1681. Lot on Stone street, east of Broad street, dl^O. 
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1(S4. House and lot on Pearl street, bolwcen Whitehall and State streets, 

fifty feet front and same dcpt'j, X150. 
ICSo. (louse and lot comer of William street and Exchange Place, thirlj- 

scven foot front, and one hundred and forty feet deep, X250. 
16S5. House and lot, fifty-fivo feet front and one, hundred and eighty feet 

deep, on west side of Broadway, near Rector street, J&140. 
10*3. House and lot, twenty-five feet front on Broadway, east side, below 

Wall street, X;8 
165S. Hou59 and lot on Pearl street, near Whitehall, £37. 
1688. House and lot on IDxchango Place, £55. 
1686. HouEO and lot in Marketfield street, j[:2o. 
1636. House and lot in Broad street, £7.j. 

1C99. Honse and lot on Pearl street, near Hanover .Square, £2-50- 
1699. House and lot on Broadway, near Exchange Place, forty feot front, 

two hundred and ton feet deep, X.500. 
1699. House and lot on Broadway, near the last mentioned premises, 

thirty-four feet front, two hundred and ten feet deep. £230. 

1699. House and lot at the present junction of Pearl, Broad (west side,) 
and Stone streets, £525. 

1700- Lot on Pearl street, in the most valuable location for business, 

£170. 
17fi0. House and lot on Nassau street, near Wall street, £3S. 

1700. [louse and land comer Broadway and Pinestrect, one hundred feet 
front, one hundred and ten feet deep, £2i(). 

1700. Lot comer of Wall and Brood streets, £163. 

1700. Thirty acres of land called '-the Fushkill," on this i=land, $4-50. 

1701. Lot comer Pine and William streets, twenty-five feet by seventv- 
Cvc deep, XIS. 

1701. Lot on Temple street, forty feet by twenty-five, £S. 

1702. Lot about two hundred feet square on Nassau, Cedar and Liberty 
streets, £150. 

1703. Lot in Nassau street, near Ann street, tirenty-firo feet by eighty 
deep, £30. 

1703. Parcel corner of Pino and William streets, sevonly-geven feet by 

one hundred and eleven, £225. 
1703. Eleven acres, covering blocks on Broadway above Rcade street, 

part of the Jialch Hoock. JE150. 

1703. Lot on Wall street, twenty-five by one hundred feet, jEloO. 

1704. Lot on Pine street, twenty-fire by seventy-five feet, £30. 

1705. House and lot on Beaver street, thirty feet front, eighty feet deep, 
£145. 



THE CURRENCY IN NEW AM STERDAHI , 



Before the nirival of Chvistinns, this islnnd and tho neighboring sec- 
tions were tho great mint of tho Indians, where the articles used hy 
them as money, or the medium of exchange and barter was most exten- 
sively uianufactured. In Christian countries the most valuable metals arc 
used for ornamental purposes of dress ; and this was equally the case with 
the Indians, although instead of metal they used shells. They took tho 
common periwinkle, called by them " moteanhock," found in great quan- 
tities along tho shores, and having broken it so as to secure the thick 
portion at tho stem, they made of this beads about the size of a straw, and 
a third of an inch in length. This was the whito sewcin of least value. A 
black bead of the same desoription was made from the largo round clam 
called tho "quahaug." The labor requisite to form those beads, gave 
them their principal value, as with tho implements of the Indians it was 
necessarily difficult to boro tho holes through these beads. A traveler snys, 
" they do this work so cunninglj' that neither J&w nor Devil can counter- 
feit them." These beads rocoived additional value from being woven into 
belts, in which form it could be conveniently divided into pieces of different 
rates of value. It was commonly measured by spans, and the Indians, in 
their traffic with the Dutch, always chose their tallest men as traders, who 
could cover the greatest length between tho finger and thumb. 

As the principal trade of the Dutch was that in furs, and sewant was the 
onl}' money recognized among tho Indians, it necessarily followed that 
this became a medium of exchange among the Dutch themselves, and for 
many years it was the current "specie " of New Amsterdam. The value 
of sewant was fixed at an early period at four beads for a stuyver, or two 
for a cent. And a braided string, a fathom long, wns valued at four 
guilders, ($1 €6.) 

Tho rich ladies of the Indiana, when decked in their gala dreeses, came 
to New Amsterdam in a stylo which might well excite the e ivy of the 
Dutch dames whoso economy of display in dress was a characteristic. 
Their petticoats, of finely dressed deerskin, were pictured with devices of 
sewant. ^'heir moccasins were braided with the valuable beads, while 
from their oars and hair, pendants, elaborately designed, hung down upon 
their shoulders. An hundred dollars would not suffice to clothe a lady in 
this style. 

But counterfeits sprung up, and tho currency, in course of time, became 
debased. The Indian money was even, it is said, imported from Europe, 
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wliero imitations were made of porcelain, but this base article could not 
impose upon the natives, nnd the counteiTeit failed as a speculation. Tho 
"good splendid scwant of Manhattans" was the genuine article, and 
passed all through the Indian country, for many hundred miles west. In 
comparison with it, gold or eilyer, or the precious stones, were worthless 
to the Indians. 

In Now Amsterdam, for a considerable time, scwant bore its well-defined 
v.alue as a medium of exchange. But this being the groat mart of trade, 
all tho inferior sorts of scwant, broken, unstrung, and badly made, found 
its way, to the great detriment of the currency, at a stated rate of value. 
The authorities wore obliged, from time to time to make new laws gov- 
erning this article, as a medium of e-^change. As the neighboring wilder- 
ness gave out in its supply of beaver and Indian peltry, and traders worn 
obliged to extend their journeys, tho value depreciated ; and in Govern6r 
Kiefl's time, the currency was of three kinds. Sewoot had depreciated to 
the value of six for a stuyver, and " Seavcrs," or dried beaver skins be- 
came a stated medium of exchange, in the same manner os bank bills now 
circulate. This was an article less subject to fluctuation, and was divided 
into "whole beavers," and " half beavers." The former being valued at 
about three dollars of the present currency, Tho oilier medium of ex- 
change was the legitimate currency of fatherland, and was commonly 
known hero as " Hollands." In contracts for sale and purchase of real 
estate, and also of personal goods, the distinctive sorts of payment -wore, 
therefore, almost always expressed, and where not expressed, it was under- 
stood to bo payable in sewant. There were certain sorts of cohtraota, 
however, such as freight to and from the fatherlond, in which, by the 
custom of merchants, it was implied that payment was always to be made 
in "beavers," though the agreement was not expressed ir. terms. 

In 1650, " there being at present no other specie," the rates were again 
regulated by the following ordinance ; 

The Director General and Councillors of New Netherlands to all persons 
who may see these presents, or hear them road, send greeting. 

Whereas, with great concern we have observed, both now and for a long 
time since, the depreciation and the corruption of loose scwant, among 
which there are current many that are not perforated and half finished, 
and also made out of stone, bono, glass, muscle shells, horns, and even out 
of wood, and broken ones, whereby occasion is given for repeated com- 
plaints from tho inhabitants, that they cannot go with such sewant to the 
market, nor yet procure for themselves any commodity, not even a mcaii 
white loaf of bread, or a can of beer, at the merchants, the bakers, or the 
tapsters, for the loose sewant. 

Wherein, according to our best ability, desirous of making provision in 
this emergency, we have resolved and determined for tho furtherance of 
business and the general good, that from this time forth no loose sewant 
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shall be cuiront, nor be a lawful tender, except that the same shall bo 
strung on one string, as the general custom has been heretofore, for the 
purpose of preventing the introduction and circulation of all clninsey and 
unpeiforated sewant, and for the purpose of mailing a difference betwixt 
the commercial sewant, and the strung sewant, and in order to prevent all 
misunderstanding for the time to come, The Director General and Coun- 
cillors aforesaid, do hereby ordain that the commercial se.want shall bo 
current, and bo a lawful tender as formerly, to wit; Six white or three 
black sewants for one stuyver; ou the other hand, the base strung sewant 
shall pass, eight white or four black for ono stuyver. Thus done at IVort 
Amsterdam , the 30th day of May, 1650 . " 

Notwithstanding this, many refused to take the base sewant, and on the 
14th September following, a further order was made, that the base strung 
sewant should bo received by every one without distinction, in payment 
for small daily and necessary commodities in house-keeping. That it 
shall be current as follows : for twelve guilders or under, all may be paid 
in base strung sewant. From twelve to twenty-four guilders, half baso 
and half good strung sewant, and in larger sums agreeably to the agree- 
ment between buyer and seller ; and a penalty Tvaa established for non- 
compliance with the order. 

In 1658, The rato of value of sewant Avaa again altered to eight white 
and four black for the good sewant, for one stuyver, a depreeiation of one- 
fourth ; but that former debts, if paid within six weeks, might be paid at 
former rates. 

It is stated that at this time from the abundance of the sewant, " Beav- 
ers " had become driven up to the price of sixteen guilders for one *' bea. 
ver,*' and according to that ratio all family commodities and daily nccos- 
sarics followed up in proportion, so that shop-keepers, mechanics, brew- 
ers, bakers, tapsters, and common grocers, made a difference of eighty, 
ninety, and even n hundred per cent., whether they sold their labor or 
goods for ** beaver " or '* sewant." 

A great dispute now arose as to the effect of the depreciation of the cur- 
rency of which the following was the argument as to the inexpediouey of 
making a reduction of the value. That through this reduction tho com- 
plaints concerning the high prices, or the disproportion betwixt the pay- 
ments in beaver and sewant will not be remedied, but on the contrary, it 
would be right to presume, that the trader for the greater number of 
sewants he receives, tho greater length of the hand, or of the fathom, he 
will have to give for the beaver ; and consequently and necessarily the high 
prices must continue for such necessaries as beer and bread, and will bo 
justiBed under the cloak of the great disproportion betwixt the sewant 
and the beaver. This view wag adopted by the Director General and 
Council, and a better remedy than a reduction of the scwflut was said to 
be to fix tho price of commodities. In conformity with which view it was 
ordered, 
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That the brewers, tapsters, bakers, and other shop-keepers and common 
grocers, sliould sell the daily necessary family commodities to the buyer nt 
three different prices, to wit : silver money, beavers and sewant ; as for 
instance, the breivers should deliver one barrel of good beer for ten 
guilders in silver money, according to the Holland value of fifteen guilders 
jn beavers, the beaver at eight guilders to twenty-two guilders, in sewant 
eight white or four black for a stuyvcr. And in like manner all otbei" 
traders were regulated. 

In 1C62, the sewant currency was still further depreciated, and for the 
actual value of twenty-five florins sewant, no more than one beaver could 
bo purchased, and at this time the sewant could not be passed at a higher 
rate than twelve beads for a stuyvcr. 

After the loss of the country to the Dutch, the supply qf sewant fell ofi", 
and its price increased four hundred per cent, whicli made the fortunes of 
some lucky speculators. Those who could afford it began now to lay in 
the sewant, or " plant it," in anticipation of a still greater increase in val- 
ue. We have the record, that in the possession of Trederick Philipse, the 
wealthiest man of his day, whole hogsheads of this money were stored 
away. In 1666, the sewant could be exchanged for sterling silver at three 
for one, and those who had made contracts to pay in sewant, could get 
none with which to fulfill their agreements, and thus great losses were 
made. 






CONDlTIOiV OF THE CITY FORTIFICATIONS. 

From a survey in 1688. 



The fence about the fort, tbo posts rotten, sovoral panels fallen down- 
will require 150 posts, 300 clap-boards, 100 rails. 

There were formerly about the fort staekadoes, about 9 feet high, 10 
feet from the walls, but none now. To make it up again will require 1800 
short stoclcadoes, 2400 stoekadoes 12 feet long. 

Upon the flag mount there wore si.x brass guns. 

The stone wall about the fort is in iuditferent condition. 

The flag -staff is rotten. 

Upon the wcU-curtain are two seekers and a brass, and two brass mortar 
pieces. 

The whole platform is rotten, and will want 14C0 feet of plank to make 
new. 

The inner wall of said battery hangs over, and want buttresses to sustain 
them. 

The old well being falleu in, there should bo a new ono. 

Upon the magazine mount, there are six demi-culvcrins. 

Upon the armoiy curtain, no guns; want one and a platform. 

Upon the iron mount are 4 seekers; no platform. 

The room over the gate wants shutters and repairing. 

Upon the merry mount are four seekers, and two brass eulvorins; a stone 
platform wants rcpaii'ing. 

Upon the curtain of the back end of the guard, arc four seekers and four 
carriages; platform rotten. 

Wants a smaller new house of office. 

In the fort before the house, two brass guns; ono iron gun. 

Upon the spur before the gate, three seekers, one iron, two brass; no 
carriages or platforms. 

The brcastwoik on the walls out of repair, except from the merry mount 
to the gate. 

Out the fort, under the flag mount, near the water side, 5 iron demi- 
eulverins — wanting ICOO feet of plauk to repair the platform. 

The great house, offices and soldiers' rooms should bo repaired. 

There wants a new gate between the spur and iron mount, for which is 
wanted i posts, 6 ribs and 15 laths. 
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In the guard and soldiers' rooms aro found, first rooiu, 4 cabins, 1 now 
and threo o!d beds. Sooond room, 5 cabins. Third room, 6 cabins. 
Fourth room, 7 cabins. Fifth room 7 cabins. Tho armorer's room, (i 
cabins. 

The great house wants some shutters, and floors to be mended. 

Tho great gate of tho fort, and tho gate of tho wood yard must be re- 
paired. 

The sally port wants a new door. 

The City Fortificaliims arc as follows ; 

Before tho Town Hall,* a half-moom, most ruined and washed away by 
the sea. There aro three demi-culverins; tho stone wall from the Town 
Hall to the half-moon, by Burger's p.alh, also washed away. 

But there are new lots laid out before them, almost to t!ie low water 
mark, for the people to build upon. 

The half-moon, by Burger's path.t is most ruined and beaten down by 
the water. Thevo aro 4 seekers and one minion. 

Tho stone wall from said half-moon to tho water gatc^: ruined and for 
the most part beaten down by the water. 

The half-moon by the water gate,§ and the mount all fallen down and 
washed away. There aro two seekers. Tho water gate all down . 

The curtain from tho water gatejl to the artillery mountU was formerly 
double stookadoes, and a ditch, with breastwork within of salt sods, and 
now all down. The ground is laid out in lots, some built upon and some 
buildings. 

The artillery mount has no guns; the walls indifferent good. The sod 
work out of repair, as also the ditch and stockadooj ruined; a small old 
house in the middle of the mount. 

The curtain, from the artillery mount to the land gate mount,** formerly 
a double stockadoe, with a ditch and breastwork now all gone. The mount 
by tho land gate, tho stone wall to tho N. W . part; the breast a sod work; 
also the ground laid out to build upon. 

The land gateft ready to fall down. 

The curtain from tho town gate to tho locust trees, formerly stockaded 
with a ditch and breastwork, now down. 



• At C«9DUe9 tlip. 

t Old >lip, 

% WuU ilreet. 

S Foot Of WaU itieit. 

IThe city gAte, at Fearl struut, at Ilo Junction with Wull. 

^ Present coroer of Wnll And AVillllm Ktrecla. 

** Coioer of CicadwBV aad AVaU street. 

tt Citygato CD Brondway, at head of propCDt Wall itreet. 
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The King*a Gunlon,* by tlio locust ti-ccs, JiU niincd. 

Tho Pasty IMount.f furmoily sloukadocd about, now lulling ilowii. 
Thero aro two scokors and old carringes, nil rotten. 

The curtain, from tho Pnsty Mount to the point of tho Merry 
Mountif of Fort James was all stockadood and bvctistvrork within; but 
uow gone. 

We are informed, by his Excellency Col. Dongan, tliat ho iiitend.s to 
enlarge tho city, and if there be occasion, to lay the fortifications further 
out . 

Signed by tho Survoyora. 



« Farmerly tba Wcat India Company'ii Garden (n Yegi)t«l.lo gArden, crigiiiftUy fof tUe toi^yXj 0/ ihfl 
public offioera )QowTriiiUy Church-ynrd, 

■t A amall fortiPiintifn ttt the fool of j>te3ent Excbnngo alloy, folrtierly " Oyllef Tiwly (ill.*y." 
t Oq tho DOi'th-we^^t coniQr of pretont Slnto street nod Bowliu^ Oreon, 




THE WILL OF JOHN ASIlllE, 

Tire unTTisii srv ; 
Oaplnreil by Paulding and his companions, and executed in 17C0. 



" Tltc following IK ni}' last will and Icstanicnt, and I appoint as execu- 
tors tlicroto Mary Louisa Andro, my niothor; David Audio, my uncle; 
Audrow Cirardot, my uncle; Jolm Lewis Andre, my uncle. To each of 
the .above cxccutor.'il give llfty pounds. 

I give to Mary Ilauuali Andre, my si.stcr, seven linndi-ed poiuids. 

I give (0 Louisa Catliarine Ar.dre, my sister, .'■■even Innidjcd jiounds. 

1 give to William Lewis Andre, my brother, seven hundred pounds. 

But tlie condition on wliicli I g've the above-mentioned sums (o my 
aforesaid brother.? and si.<lors are, that each of them pluill ]iay lo Wary 
Louisa Andre, my mother, Ihc sum of ten poiuids yearly during her life. 

1 give to AVallcr I'iwcr, .Ir , of Dyers Court, Aldermanbury, one hun- 
ibod pounds. 

( give to .Tohu ]Cwer, .Ir., of J.,ineoln's Inn, one hundred pounds. 

I desire M ring, value fifty pounds, to he given lo my friend, Peter 
lioissier, of the llth Dragoons. 

1 desire that Walter I'^iver, .Ir., of J)yers Court, Aldermnubury have 
the inspection of my papers, letters, manuscriiils. J Toean that he have 
the first in.speclion of tlicm, with liberty to destroy or detain whatever he 
thinks proper; and I desire my watch be given toliiin. 

And, I lastly give and berpicalh to my brother. . I olm Lenis Andre, the 
residue of all my effects whatsoever. 

Witness my hand and .seal, ."^lalen l.sland, in the province of ,\"ew \mk 
A'orlh America, 7th .tunc, 1777. 

.](.)lli\ A\1)H10, [.-real.] 
Ca))tain in the 2(ith liegimeul of I'Viol. 

N. R. The currency alluded lo in thi.s will is sterling moiicv of threat 
Ihilain. 1 desire nothing more than my wearing apparel he sold hv public 
auelion." 



TEA WATER PUillP. 



This iinoienl soiii'co of supply of " puio ami wiiolcsomc water " to tlie 
inhabitants of this city, was originally one of the springs whence tho 
fresh water pond, long known as the Calch-hooek, Kolcli, or Collect, 
recoivcd its crystal waters. Tho Collect was snrroiuulod by high hills, 
and was bordered by a marsh. Its depth, fabidously reported to be un- 
fathomable, was in reality no greater in its deepest parts than about fifty 
feet. Being plentifully supplied with fish, it was tho resort of the angler 
for many years, nntil the scaly inhabitants grew scarce from the ndioit 
efforts of their enemies; when tho baflled flshcrinen, nicditiiting a fell sali.s- 
faction, swept tho pond with their nets, and soon destroyed its attractive- 
ness as a fishing place. 

The spring over which tlie old tea water pump was erected, was situated 
in a dcU or hollow, near the present junction of Chatham and Uoosevelt 
streets. A brook crossed the road at that place, over which was a bridge, 
with regard to which a curious historical fact is recorded by tho Ilcv. Mr. 
Burnaby, a traveler in America, just one hundred years ago.' lie snys, 
" The amusements arc balls and sleighing parties in the winter, and in the 
summer going in-parties upon tho water and fishing, or making excursions 
into the country. There are several houses pleasantly situated up the East 
river, near Kew York, where it is common to have turtle feasts. Those 
happen once or twice a week. Thirty or forty gentlemen and ladies meet 
and dine together, drink tea in tho afternoon, fish and amuse themselves 
till evening, and then return home in Italian chaises (the fashionable car- 
riage in this and most parts of America, Virginia excepted, where they 
chiotly make use of coaches, and those commonly drawn by si.K horses,) 
a gentleman and lady in each chaise. Just befois) you enter tho town there 
is a litle bridge, commonly called tho "Kissing bridge," whore it is cus- 
tomary, before passing beyond, to salute the lady who is your companion," 
probably while the jaded horse slaked his thirst in the brook. 

The subject of ** pure and wholesome water " was always an intercHting" 
one to the inhabitants of this city, as their wells gave but an inferior quality 
of water, which was indeed almost sickening to strangers who had been ac- 
customed to a purer clement. Even horses, it is said, refused to drink it; and 
when we consider tho fact that tho greatest In.xnry of people in tho olden 
time was a fine cup of tea, wo may oonoeivo the trouble occasioned to tho 
ancient housewives, from the miserable quality of tho well-water to bo 
had in tho town. 
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These wells were, however, in early yenrs the solo source of supply. Be- 
fore the eily attained to that degree of importniico ns to justify tho uso 
of pumps, tho old-fashioned wells with the pulley and bucket, or the long 
balancing polo, were used. Tho first well was oreeted in front of tho fort, 
and this for many years was the only public one in the town. Tho second 
appears to have been in front of the City Hall, at Coenties slip, a wheel 
and puUy well- About the year 1G90, there were about a dozen public 
wells in the city, standing, all of them, in the middle of tho street. They 
were carefully attended to^ by virtue of public ordinances, and received 
specific designation.?, such as, " De Riemer's well," "Tunis Do Kay'a 
well," iVo., from some circumstance of local neighborhood. 

The fust mention wo have of the use of the spring water frou) the site of 
the tea water pump, is found in tho diary of a traveler in New York, in 
17-18. Mc says, " There is no good water in tho town itself; but at a little 
distance there is a large spring of good water, which the inhabitants take 
for their tea, and for the uses of the kitchen. Those, however, who are less 
delicate on this point, niako uso of tho water from the wells in town, 
though it be very bad." 

.Shortly before the Revolution, this sjiring and its vicinity, was Diade 
into a fashionable place of resort at which to procure beverages, adulterated 
with pure water. 

A puuip was erected over the famous spring, ornamented grounds wore 
laid out around it, and tho "Tea Water Pump Garden," held forth its 
attractiong under the most sednctii'c influences. But its ancient glories 
have long since departed, and it is now almost a thing of tradition. A 
gentleman, about ten ycavs since, commeneed a search for this relic of 
ancient festivity, and says he "found the once celebrated 'tea water 
pump,' long covered up and disused, again in use, but unknown, in the 
liquor store of a Mr. Fagan, 126 Chatliain street.** 




lilll'OliTANCK OP TJIlil LONG ISLAND FERRY QUESTION 

IN OLD TIMES. 



For mtiny ycnrs the rent of the Brooklyn ferry was the principal item of 
receipts into the city treasury. The debit ami credit accoimfc of tho city 
incomo and expenditure, one Innidred nnd fifty years sinco, presents a cnri- 
ous comparison with that of tho presoiit day. 

Tho items of outlay in the year 1710 wore as follows : 

For the City Watch, which consisted of four men, who went about the 
town '* ciying tlie hour of the night and the season of ttie weather, annual 
expense thirty-six pounds, exclusive of fire and light in the watch-liouso, 
and the cost of lanthorns and hour glasses, (which then served the placo of 
watches,) for tho wntchnicn. 

For tho salary of tho Town Clork, twenty pounds per annnni. 

For tUo salary of tho City Marshal, ton pounds per annum. 

Tho City Treasurer received five per cent, commission on his receipts. 

Besides tho above, there were no stated expenditure'^; and thoso of an in- 
cidental nature were trifling, being for the expense of bonfiics on holidays, 
for stationery, for repairs on the several public buildings, and for refrcfih- 
ments for the City Fathers. 

The items of income were derived from tho following sources: 

J^eascs of Corporation Inndfi about fifty pounds. 

Liquor licenses, fifty-ono pounds. 

Fees on granting freedoms, or citii^ens' licenses of trade, ten pounds. 

Licenses to guagers, four pounds. 

Kent of the Public Dock, (not ascertained.) 

Kent of tho Long Island Feyry, one hundred and eighty pounds. 

The last; item, it will bo observed, was tho most important of all, and 
from it tho city derived, for many years, the means of defraying tho ordi- 
nary expenses of government. No taxes were then laid, except on extra- 
ordinary occasions. 

It is on this account that the city made very great exertions to eecuro to 
its Corporation the ferry privileges around the island; its prosperilj', and 
the relief of its citizens from taxation, were dependent, in a great degree, 
upon this source of income Tho Colonial authorities favored the city in 
that respect, n laudable ambition being, from the earliest times, apparent 
in the rulers of the country to secure to this rising city every advantage 
which might increase its prosperity and dcvelopo its coinmevcial rcsourcoB. 



130 

It was their prido to exhibit the city as a promising place of bufsinoss to all 
who might l:»c persuaded to mako it their home. 

To illustrate, in some measure, the ferry question, it will be iiitercfit- 
iiig to go back to tlio earliest history of the ferry, aud trace its progress, 
and the diflicultics met with by the city antiioritios, in maintaining thoir 
rights in tho matter. 

Tlie country people on Long Island found thciroiily market, for sale and 
purchase, in this city, and, as at that period, tho time takcnin crossing the 
river, and the diificulties and labor of rowing across tijo strong tide were 
very great, that point of the livcv where tlio two shores came nearest to- 
gether was chosen as the place of ferriage, although tho distance above tho 
town was considerable. This point was from tlie present foot of Fulton 
street, in Erooklyn, to .Vcek slip, in New York; and those were, for a cen- 
tury, the principal ferry landings. That was what was called the "Old 
Fcriy" in after years. 

Some idea may be gathered of the groat time taken in crossing the river, 
from a calculation which was made 05 Into as tho time of tho Revolution. 
It was proposed then to improve tho arrangements of the ferry in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Tho ferryman should keep six boate, and as it happened that two men, on 
account of tlio wind and tide, were often uuable to bring their boat across 
the river, so that passengers had to labor at the oar, or otherwise to endure 
a tedious passage, and suffer great loss of time — that three men ithould bo 
cmploj'ed in each boat. 

That two of tlie boats should be kept for tho exclusive use of tho pas- 
sengers; tho remaining four to carry passengorSj as well as cattle, carriages, 
goods, etc. 

That ft time ebould bo fixed for the departure of each boat, at cither 
landing; audit was computed that a boat, rowed l)y three hands, might, 
under tho greatest disadvantages, cross tiio ferry in scvcnly-tivo vtimttcs, 
and this portion of time, divided by the number of boats, would give twelve 
minutes for each boat to remain at the landing. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the time occupied in crossing, even at this 
nan ow part of tiic river, was some times an hour and a quarter ! and this 
readily accounts for tho ferry being located so far above tho settled part of 
the city, whore tho river was much wider. 

The first regular ferryman of whom we have any nienliou was Cornelius 
Dircksen, who kept a smalt inn near the present Peck slip, where lie owned 
a farm. This was as early as the year 1042. 

Tlie next ferryman was William Janscn, who was succeeded by Cornelius 
Vixn Borsum. Van Borsuni kept an inn on the Long Island side of tho 
Jcri'}'. After the death of V. 13., which occurred shortly prior to the taking 
of tho country from the Dutch, his widow continued in occupancy of tho 
inn, and her son, Hnrmn,nu5, conducted the ferry- It seems tlmt at this 
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period the ferry was undo i' Fomo public I'cgnlation, foi* complait^t having 
been niadr' of cxqesj^ivc foviiiiso being exacted by I Jtirmiinns, he oxciisod 
himself b,v .s-iying that the ^^chnut liad instincted him to cliargo six stuy- 
vors, (twelvo ct'iits,) for prif.siij^o, ^vhilo Iho ice wns niniiiii;^. It does not 
s?*em, iiou-cvc;-, tlint any pubiit; iiicoiiic was derived from tiie feny at tiiifl 
period. 

Wlion the 1'^iigli.sli took tlio country, tlie ferry, wliicli the Corporation 
allocked had been uuder their control while the Dutch held tho country, 
was, on their upjdieatioti, conliriucd to them; and (lie fir?t city charter, in 
liS^G, cites that, whereas, tho city government "had established and 
f^ottlcd one lorry from tlio city of new York to Long Island, for tho nccom- 
niodation and convcnicncy of passengers, the citizens and strangers," tlio 
riauie was confirmed tu them. 

Motwilhstanding this, tho people along the river, on tho other shore, 
maintained tlicir right to carry themselves, and oLliers, who miglit request 
them, ovlM' (lie river, wilhorit rcgaril lo the ferry privilege. Thoy were 
not without plausible pleas in behalf of their rigiit to <lo this; and, among 
other things, suggested llntt tho forry granted to tlic Corporation was only 
thai one which had been established, but that any person had a right to 
go across from other points of the shore, ihey said that np and down tlio 
river, except at that jioint, people might cross to and from any parts they 
choso. 

John Airenson leased the Corporation ferry in IflDl, )jut failed, from tho 
opposition boats, to rcali/.o liis oxpectod income, and after slonuning tho 
current of opposition for awhile, he abandoned the lease.. 

In l()i)8-y, the feny was leased to John f-iuwatso, and about this tiuio 
tlic Corporation began to devise some moans of iia-cting their active oppo- 
nents. 'J'liip design, it was thought, could b« cireutcd if they could pro- 
euro a grant of jurisdiction over the Long Island shore, from W'allabout 
to lied Hook. But, upon an application to the governor, they failed at 
that time in securing tho giant, so that J!;uwatse applied to be released from 
his agreement. 

The next lessee, (in 1701,) was JJirck Donson, at a rcid of jtllSO for seven 
years, iint he, too, lost money by his lease. 

Another filorfc wa^? nnido l)y the Covporation, in I70S, and after vigorous 
cpposition fr(Mn tho Long J.'^land people, they succeeded in procuring a now- 
city charter, in whicli llic Corporation were conlirmed in their title to the 
ohl forry, and were also invested with a grant of tho shore between high 
and low water mark, all the distance of tlio Long i.^land shore, from Wal- 
labout to lied [li)ok, with the la-ivilcgc of establishing additional ferries 
witliin those limits, reserving (udy free leave and license to persons inhabit- 
ing or having ^ihinlations near the river, by the water side, to transport 
themselves and their goods over the river without I'eniagc, piovidod thoy 
carried no strangers. 
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After *tlii9 timo tho ferry rout increaecd, it bringing, in 1708, X180, 
James Harding being the lessee; and, subsoqiioDlly, it was taken by 
Dirck Adolph, at X2n . 

In 171S, an additional forry was established, and Ibc two were leased (o 
lames Harding, at ^230. 

In 1723 it broHghl X205; Dean & Wibling being the lessees. 

In 1727 it brought je25S; Thcophilua Klsworlh being lestee. 

But, during oil this time, the ])eople on tho other shore continued, in 
every way they conld devise, to injure the Corporation ferry, notwithstand- 
ing (he Eolcnin grants under which they were held. They consulted counsel, 
and were advised that the grants to tho Corporation were worthless, be- 
cause of informalities in executing the grant; so that the Corporation 
thought it advisable to get a new charter, avoiding all those technical ob- 
jections, which they did in 1740, commonly called Moiilgomoric's Charter, 
in which the ferry rights were granted to tlio city, on tiic same terms as in 
that of 1708. 

And to malio assurance doubly sure, tliey procured tho passage of an act 
of the Provincial Assembly, in 1732, by which tho people on tho other 
shore were prohibited, under a penalty, from carrying passengers across. 
in violatio]! of tho city rights. 

Nothing, however, could quiet the Brooklyn people. This latter place 
was then tt small village, about a milo back from the river, and tho in- 
habitants insisted on their right to ferry themselves. Thoy made great 
outcry against the act of assembly which inflicted a ponally for violating 
the ferry rights of New York; and still continued to set these rights at de- 
fiance. They attempted to procure tho repeal of the assembly act, and 
succeeded in one branch of the legislature, but failed in the council. 

In 1737, tho ferry was leased to William Cornell, for iJSlO per annum, 
for five years; and, at the expiration of its lease, it was taken by Richard 
Baker. 

A lawsuit was now determined upon, which is the first occasion that this 
vexed question was brought into litigation. This was the ease of Rcnisen 
vs. tho Corporation. It went through nil the forms of trial before tho Pro- 
vincial Court?, with varied success, and finally found a resting placo, after 
several years' contest, in the old country, whither it was carried up to 
tho king, in council, on appeal. 

Tho Brooklyn people were greatly concerned in this question; during this 
long litigation, and while it was in progress, in 1748, the ferry-house, be- 
longing to tho Corporation, on the Long Island side, was set on fire, and 
totally consumed, with nearly all its contents. 

This was the state of tho case at the timo of the Reyolution, and since 
that time it has been often brought before our courts, but tho Corporation 
have always, hitherto, succeeded. 



ritlVATE KESIUENCES OF THE CITY, 



SIXTV YKARS SINCE. 



Tlic principal piivnto icsidences that wci'O considered, sixty ycsirs since, 
05 ornaments to Hie city, ftro now mostly gone, having given wny to the 
changes which liavo in snccessivo periods marlsed the fashionable localities 
of the city. Wc propose to preserve a memorial of the best housei in the 
city at that period, by giving a list of them, with their localities. 

Jn Pearl street, iioar Whitehall, ircro two fine houses belonging to 
Itobcrt \Vatts, one of them occupied by Mr. Watts, and the other by 
Mr. John Deluficld. These housee wcro considered v/ortb about §7,000 
each. 

In Beaver street, near Broad, was the residence of Robert Gllclrist, which 
cost about $8,000. 

In Brood street, above Beaver, was the fine establishment of Nicholas 
Cruger, ono of tho wealthiest merchants, valued at about $14,000. 

In Whitehall street, corner of Stone, was a icry largo double house bo- 
longing to Erockholst Livingston, valued at about $1 1,000. 

In Broadway corner of Battery placo was the mansion built by Captain 
Kennedy, occupied at the time now referred to by Mrs. Loring, estimated 
value $10,000, 

Adjoining, in Broadway, opposite the Bowling Green, was tho residence 
of John Wotts, valued at about $10,000. 

Next adjoining was the reeUlenco of ChnnccUor Jfobcrt R. Livingston, 
valued at about $12,000. 

No.\t adjoining was the residence of John Stevens, v«!ucd at about 
$7,000. 

Near the latter wns tho residonco of Thomas Ellison, valued at about 
$10,000. 

A door or two above tho present Morris street, in Broadway, was a very 
largo house belonging to Uominick Lynch, valued at about $17,000. 

Next above the latter was a house occupied by John Lawrence, valued 
at about $12,000. 

Next above was a house occupied by Alexander McCorab, belonging to 
William Edgar, which was tho largest private house in tho eity, and vrns 
considered worth about $25,000. 

Adjoining was a house belonging to Mr. McComb, but oeeupied by 
Jacob Rioket, valued at about $10,000. 
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A few dooi's above was a lioiiso oeouiiicd by Ann McAdftms, vnluod at 
about §10,noO. 

Next adjoining was a house owned and occnpied by Jacob Morton, 
valued at about $12,000. 

Nest was tlic liouso of Colonel Ilariy Livingston, occupied by Philip 
Mcnry Livingston, worth about $12,000. 

The next was a house occupied by Mrs. Graham, Avorth $10,000. 

Near the corner of Kcctor street was a house owned aud occupied by 
Cornelius Bay, worth $10,000. 

On the opposite side of Broadway, corner of Pino street, Avas tbo resi- 
dence of i\layor A''ariel;, worth $1-5,000. 

Below Wall street, on tlic cast side of Broadway, was the dwelling of 
Richard Harrison, worth 510,000. 

Next adjoining was that of John Cochran, worth $8,000. 

Next door but one below was tlio residence of Josiah Ogdcn IIoflTman, 
valued at $9,000. 

Next the latter was tlic residence of Ileruiau Leltay, worth §12,000. 

A few doors below was that of Thomas I^udlow, valued at $13,000. 

Next adjoining llic latter was tho rcsideuco of John Jay, valued at 

Sir,ooo. 

A few doors below was the residence of George Leiyiij, valued at $6,000. 

And near the hitter (ho residence of Philip Livingston, valued at 
$10,000. 

Adjoining tho latter, was occupied by the widow Livingston, valued at 
§10,000. 

Near the latter was the rcsidonco of John Cliarlton, valued at $10,000. 

Next the residence of l^ctcr Jny JIunroe, irortli $8,000. 

The next was owned by Tiioinas Ten Kyclc, valued at $3,000. 

The adjoining was owned aud occupied by the AVidow Fleming, valued 
at $15,000. 

A few doors below wan the residence of Elizabeth Van Cortland, valued 
at $8,000. 

In Broad sheet, on the cast side, then numbered 3G, was tlio residence ol 
Cornelius Silcvenson, valued at $7,000. 

No. 37 Broad street, was owned by Ur. John Charleton, and was worth 
310,000. 

No. 32 Broad street, was occupied by Elizabeth JIoEwen, valued at 
$10,000. 

In Wall street. No. 55, was the residence of William Jaancey, worth 
$8,000. 

In the same street, No. .M, was tbo houso of William Seaman, worth 
$8,000. 

In William street, No. 13, was the residonco of John Oothout valu«d at 
$8,000. 
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111 Pearl street, bolow Hanover srjuarc, was the lioiisc of the widow Ijaw- 
rciicc, worth $10,1)00. 

Near the lutter wa.^ tlic rosidcnco of Abraham EriiiUorholT, worth $'!i,000. 

Next iHljoininf; was the rcs'ulciice of liubcrt C. Livuigstoi), worth $10,()00' 

At a few ihiors from (he latter was the rcsulence of Gillian Verplank, 
worth $-^,000. 

l''Mrtlicr onward was thu house of .loh.i li. Coles, worth §3,000. 

Xext adjoining was the hon.'io of William Nelson, worth, $S,000. 

In WnU street, then known as No. -16, was the residoiiee of Thomas 
liiiehanaii, value $10,000. 

Mo. -15 M'all street, was the residence of Kdward Livingston, value $y,000. 

No. -13 Wall street, the house of William I5a.vard, value $:),000. 

jVo. '10 the hou.5c of Abraham Duryee, value $^,000. 

No. (i the house of Mr. (.Joustable, worth §15,000. 

No. 7 Ihc residence of William Kdgar, valued at $12,000. 

No. 10 the houfo of William Denning, worth $3,000. 

In Wall r.trect was also the residence of Francis IJ. AV'inlhrop, valued at 
SI 2,000. 

And nc.\t adjoining ivas that of llobert ICcnil)lo, valued at §10,000. 

In jMaideu lane was Ihc residence of Morgan Lewis, valued at $10,000. 

In .lohn .-street was the residence of Dr. l''ost, valued at $S,000, 

lii William street, then number ftO, w.is the residence of Dr. Hard, v.aluod 
at SS,O0O. 

No. 92 William street, .Tames Nicholson, value $3,000. 

No. 77 Williiun street, Samuel ( rilford, residence valued at Sfi,O00. 

No. 74, William street, occupied by John Hone, value $fi,000. 

On Pearl street, vesidencc of John .'-hotweU, valued at $10,000. 

Oil same street, house of .John McViear, valued $3, CGI. 

On same street, house of Kobcrt Bownc, valued $!),000. 

On same sirect, house of Widow Livingston $3,000. 

On same street .Samuel l''ranldin's house, valued $10,000. 

On same street were several fine houses occupied in part by stores, which 
were considered amongst the most valuable property in the city, among 
others were stores occupied by ; 

V.U.IJK.I VALUE. 

ThomasEddy $7,000 ^ AViUlam Laight $10,000 

Cornelius Cooper iifl'M '■ Talbot, Ilallum & Leo 9,000 

John Murray 15,000 | Thomas Pearsall & Son 9.000 

Peaisall & Howno 10,000 I llogors ,V; Woolsey 8,000 

Lewis Simond 12,000 j Alsop Hunt 8,000 

Eduiond Prior 15,000 | Mintiirn & Cliamplin 11,000 

James Parsons & fion 8,000 | Jacob Mark .' 15,000 

Thurston & Franklin 8,000 : .lames & Ldeii llaydock . . . 8,000 

Ilcapy & Kirby 8,000 j John Thompson 8,000 

Henry Ilaydook fc Son 11,000 j John ]5av(l 12,000 

Lewis iMgore . . , , 8,000 ■: 
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On Nassau sheet was tho resi(}enco of Dr. William Moore, valiiod at 
35,000. 

On tlio fame street wnsllie residence of Jaines Duano, valued at $8,0C0. 

On tl)at part of Broadway wliicli ivas tlien called Great George etroet, 
(above (lie jircsont Park place) the following werQ tbc principal properties: 

The liouso of Walter Rutherford, valued a ' ■ •'5,000. 
The estate of Abijah IlDmrnond, valued at giOjOOO. 

On Grecnwieb street, tho principal properly was that of Mr. lihinoland- 
or, corner Barclay street, valued at 310,000. 

On Cortland street was Ihc bouse of Jacob Wilkin.'!, valued at $8,000. 

Also the house of ,Tobn Oothout valued at ^9,000. 

On Pearl street, and tho present I*'raukliu gquare wa.s tho rcsidonco of 
William Walton, valued at $10,000. 

And tho house adjoining, of Gerard Walton, valued at $8,000. 

On Clicrrv street, near Franklin square, was the house of .^amucl Os- 
good, valued at $10,000. 

In tlie present Fifth Ward, then not built upon as gtreel-", was the rffsi- 
denco and estate of John Ireland, valued at $15,000. 

The residence of Mr. ].,ivingston, valued at $8,000. 

The residence of Anthony Lispcoard, valued at $25,000. 

Tho residence of Philip Khinelander, valued afe 53,000. 

The principal suburban residences at that time were tho following i 



VALUE . j 

John Clarke §5,000 

William Beekman 15,000 

Col. Henry Rutgers 20,000 

Hezekiah Ivere 8,000 

John Lawrence 4,0C0 

Edward Laight 8,000 

John Livingston 12,000 

Chai les Brandon 5,000 

Mr. Watkins G,000 

Cornelius G. Roosei'clt 0,000 

John De Peyster 5,000 

Dr. Jones 6,000 

Tho old Warren Estate 30,000 

David iVleHinsbnncs 10,000 

Aaron Burr 10,000 

Jacob Mortou 0,000 

Kichard Amos 5,000 

Robort Elder 5,000 



VALUU ■ 

William Bayard $8,000 

Governor Clinton 10,000 

Mr. Blackloeks 5,000 

John Ireland 6,000 

Widow Clark 20,000 

Samuel Franklin 5,000 

John Watt! 5,000 

Rom Kapeljo 10,000 

Mary Norton (Leake's farm) 20,000 

Dr. Samuel NicoU 8,000 

Mctcalf Eden 20,000 

John Horn 8,000 

Mrs. .Somcrindyko 8,000 

Jacob Harsen 8,000 

Tunis Somerindykc 8,000 

Mr. Vanderheuvel 20,000 

Mis5. Lawrence 8,000 

John Wilkes , 20,00 
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VALUE . 

Chniles AV. Apthorp $20,000 

Jobii Jones 10,000 

Nicholas DcPeystci- 8,000 

Abraham K. Beckmiin 10,000 

Pctcf r. Van Zamlt 15,000 

Hugh Gahies 10,000 

Thomas Buchanan 10,000 

Captain Lowniies 8,000 

James Bcekman, Sr 10,000 

Francis B. Winlhrop S,000 

Samuel Kip 12,000 

Col. William Smith 20,000 

Gilbert AVillcIt 8,000 



VALUE . 

Horatio Gates J20,000 

Caspar Simlar 10,000 

John AVatIs 8,000 

James Dnane 8,000 

lidward Williams 10,000 

Henry Spinglcrs 10,000 

Joseph Mott 3,000 

Jacob Arden 5,000 

Dnvid Mann 8,000 

Peter fctuy vcsnnt CO.OCO 

Elias?milh 7,000 

Wangle Minthorne 20,000 

Marinus AVillett 8,00(1 



PRINCIPAL WEALTHY CITIZENS, SIXTY YEARS SINCE. 



John Delafield. 

Samuel Card, pb^'sician. 

Andrew Worrip, chandler- 

Brockholst Livingston, lawynr 

John Watts. 

.lolm Stevens. 

Gen. John MauusoU. 

Henry White, merchant 

Jacob Kiclcet. 

Jacob Morton, lawyer. 

Cornelius Kay. 

Gabriel Furraan, alderman. 

Kiclinrd Harrison, lawyer. 

Thomas Ludlow, nicrchnnt. 

George Lewis, merchant. 

.lolm Charlton, physician. 

Widow Fleming. 

Cornelius Stevenson. 

George Authon, physician. 

William Jauncey. 

Bdmund Seaman, merchant. 



Robert AVntte. 

Nicholas Crugcr, merchant. 

Carlisle Pollock, nicrchaut, 

George Clinton, Governor. 

Ifobert K. Livingston, Chaneollor. 

Elizabeth Van Cortland. 

Thomas Ellison, mcrelmnt. 

John Lawrence, lawyer. 

Anne McAdams. 

I'hilip Henry Livingston, lawyer 

llichard Varick, Mayor. 

Theodosius Fowler. 

John Cochran. 

John Jay, Chief Justice, U. 5. 

Philip Livingston. 

Thomas Ten Eyck, merchant. 

Josiah O. Hoffman, lawyer. 

Solomon Simson, merchant. 

Gabriel W. Ludlow, merchant. 

John Jauncey. 

Colin McGregor, merchant. 
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AVilliani Maxwell, luci-cliant. 

Wynanfc \'^an Zriii<lt. 

luhii Ootliont, mercliant. 

Jicnjamin S- Jiulali, mcrcliaiit , 

l^iidon t^cliciiucilioin, shipcliamllci . 

.Inlin :-^u,vdaiii. 

Isaac Clason, grocery. 

Peter tilting, tncrchaiit. 

Mr. Ij.vneh, incrcliant. 

John iMeKisson, clerk Snp'in Court. 

Abraliaiii BrinkcriioQ'. 

(Julian Ver|)Iaiick, niorcbant. 

I^cwis Ojrilen, merchant. 

-fohn Slia\v, merchant. 

Joscpli Itallcl., niereliant. 

Hichard Vatcs, merchant. 

Nicholas Couvcrncnr, merchant 

Nicholas Low, merchant. 

\Villiitm Bncklc, iron-monger. 

aeinyWill. 

Thcophiln.s Eeach. 

Cornelius Cloppcr. 

llnf^h Gaines* stotionor. 

Carrot A'^an Horn, merchant, 

John Atkinson, merchant. 

John Broome, merchant. 

Andrew Mamcrsly, iron-monjrcr. 

Augnstna Van Horn. 

Peter JMcDougul, merchant. 

.Tiihn n. Thompson, merchant. 

JCdward J..iving.ston, lawyer. 

Daniel laullow, merchant. 

Daniel McCormick, merchant. 

William Constable, merchant. 

William Edgav. 

William Dcniiing, merchant. 

John Jones, merchant. 

James A. Stewart. 

Robert Bruce, grocer, 

Daniel Phccnix, merchant 

Dr. Thomas .loncs, phj-sician. 

James llivlngton, stationer. 

Magdalonc Desbrosses, 

Anthony L. Bleockcr, merchant. 



John Tliunnan. 
Lcvimis Clarkson, merchant. 
Henry Crngcr, merclrint. 
I?aae Burr, merchant. 
Jo.'ic l?0?a Siha, nicrchanl. 
Gerrit Kctth'tas, merchant. 
Abraham Variek, merchant 
iMi-. Custar, merchant. 
Thoma.s Ston,!ihton, merchant- 
Cora rd Ranpker, State Trea.<5urcr. 
Robert C. Living-ston, merchant. 
William Neiit^on, merchant. 
]lidw;ird IVichol, crocker3'. 
Mr. Jiandall, mcruliant. 
Widow (iomez. 
Jo.sluia Jones, merchant. 
Jlobci t Kenible, merclir.nt. 
Joscpli Orilliths, ^liip chandler. 
Kobort Hodge, bookseller. 
Uriah Hendricks, merchant. 
Mr. Berry, stationer. 
Oliver llnli. Druggist. 
Mv. Wainivright, druggist. 
William .'rcton, cashier. 
Horaec .fohnson. 
Ilarman Leroy, niereliant. 
Peter Goclot, nicrchaut. 
iUcxiuidcr Robinson. 
James Ardeii, morchnnl. 
Thomas Buchanan, mcrcliant. 
.fohn Lamb, collector of customs. 
Ahraham Uuryee, inoichant. 
Francis Panton, merchant. 
Jnmcs Constnblo, mci'chant. 
Thomas Smith, lawyer. 
Charles Sartln. 
Isaac Moses, auctioneer. 
Cavy Ludlow, lawyer. 
Joshua Waddington, merchant. 
Thomas Roacho, wino nicrchaut. 
CliarlcsClnrkson, merchant. 
John Evers, merchant. 
James Desbrosses. 
Hay Stevenson, merchant. 
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Thomns Allen, stntioncr. 
Robert Service, increliant. 
George IJouglnss. 
Ji\mcs Uuulap, merchant. 
William Thoinfts, mcrcliaut. 
Comfort Pands, merchant. 
Froiloriclc Philips, Captain. 
George ^^criba, mcrchnnt. 
llufiis King, 
Geranhis Duyckink. 
Lawrcnco Van ZamU, sugar refiner. 
Francis B. Wiuthrop. 
Nicholas Carmcr» iron-monger. 
Dirck Lefforts. 

James J. Beckman, merchant. 
William Liipton. 
Frederick Davoicc. 
David Lydig, flour merchant. 
James llcinvick, uicruhaut. 
Thoma.s Gardner, merchant. 
\]i\lfj\]f. liJleji.jluAJvft)',. 
Thomos Hurling, merchant. 
William ShoLwcll, merchant. 
John J. Glover, merchant. 
George Bowno, merchant. 
Josiali Adams, merchant. 
Mr. Rogers, merchant. 
C ilob Frost, merchant. 
Thomas Leggett, merchant. 
Samuel Franklin, merchant. 
John Murray, merchant. 
Edmund Prior, merchant. 
Henry Ilaydock, merchant. 
Thomas Pearsall, merchant. 
AVilliaui Minturn, merchant. 
John Thompson, merchant. 
John Jackson. 
Walter Seaman, merchant. 
Daniel Dunbar, shopkeeper. 
William Motfc, merchant. 
John Blagg, merchant. 
Theophilus Browor, merchant 
Gilbert WoodhuU, grocer. 
John G. Leako. 



.fames R. Smith, merchant. 
Kobcrt Lcno\, mcrchjint, 
Samuel Corp, merchant. 
Thomas Ni.xon, merchant. 
Kobcrt Hunter, merchant. 
Joshua y.inds, merchant. 
John Taylor, merchnnt. 
John Alsop, morohant. 
Peter Cloppcr. 
Robert Troup, laAvycr. 
James Watson, merchant. 
Robert Kcmble, merchant. 
Robert Benson, city clerk. 
William Grigg, goldsmith. 
Charles Robertson, merchant. 
Stephen Coles, distiller. 
Isaac Cocks, grocer. 
John Townacnd, flour merchant. 
AlcxJinder Hosack, murclnint. 
Henry Ten Brocck, merchant. 
Hubert Van Wacfpnen. merchant. 
Dr. Harding, physician. 
Alexander Dunlap. 
William Ustick, iron-mongcr. 
Robcrt Bo\vno, merchant. 
James Scott, merchant. 
Gilbert Aspinwall, merchant. 
Willett Seaman, fruit dealer. 
Mr. Haviland, merchant. 
Eflingham Embric, watchmaker. 
Lewis Simond, merchant- 
James Parsons, merchant. 
William Laight, merchant. 
Mr. WoulseVi merchant. 
Mr. Clcndcnning, merchant, 
John Taylor, merchant. 
Thomas Tour, grocer. 
David Masterton, merchant. 
Peter Schermerhorn, ship chandler. 
Samuel Ward, merchant. 
Gilbert Morcwood, merchant. 
David Mumford, merchant. 
James Duano, Judge U. S. Court. 
Dr. William Mooro, physician. 
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Samuel Provoost, ICpis. Bishop N.Y. 

John Glover, merchant. 

Samuel Jones, Recorder. 

Abraham Buskork. 

Manassnli Salter, merchant. 

Abijah Hammond, merchant. 

Frederick Khinelandcr, merchant, 

Peter A''an Bcrkel. 

Samuel Johnson, silversmith. 

Isaac Roosevelt, sugar manufact'r. 

Daniel Tooker, tanner and currier. 

William Rhinelander, merchant. 

Abraham Walton. 

Alexander J. Hamilton, di.stillar. 

Gerard Walton, merchant. 

John Franklin, merchant. 

Anthony Lispenard, 

G. Janeway. 

William Alsoe. 

Thomas White, grocer. 

Hczekiah Ivcrs, rope manufaoturor. 

Robert Itutgers. 

Cornelius C. Roosevelt, merchant. 

Aaron Burr, lawyer. 

Rem Rapolje. 

John Horn. 

Charles "W. Apthorp. 

James Beckman, Sen. 

Horatio Gates. 

Peter Stuyvesant. 

Marinus Willett, High Sheriff. 



Blaze I\Ioore, tobacconist. 

Michael Price, merchant. 

Benjamin Kissam, physician . 

Jacobus Bogert, bakor. 

William W. Gilbert, merchant. 

Abm. Stoutenburgh. 

Joseph Winters, lawyer. 

John Myers. 

John Lawrence, lawyer. 

George Codwise, merchant. 

Cornelius Roosevelt, merchant 

Philip Rhinelander, merchant. 

James AV. Do Pcyster, merchant. 

William Walton, merchant 

Samuel Osgood. 

John Ireland, merchant. 

Peter Lorillard, tobacconist. 

Thomas Ardon, merchant. 

John Level, butcher. 

William Bcekman, 

Edward Laight. 

John Livingston. 

David Melliugshaw. 

Widow Clark. 

Mary Norton . 

Vanderheuvel. 

Abraham K. Beckman. 

Col. William Smith. 

Caspar Siinlar. 

Elias Smith. 




FACILITIES OF TliAVEL 



BETWEEN 



M5W YOKH AND PHI L AKEL PHI A, 

AT niFFEREftT l:\TliHVAT,.S. 



rrevioiis to the soUlciuciit of Pliilailelpliia in 1CS2, tbo oommunication 
between this city and the Soullicvn Coloiiios, was principnlly by water, 
nonily tho whole of the picscnt State of iS'ew Joisey. We have the Jour- 
nal of George Fox, the celebrated Qunkor, ivbo, in the year 1671, traversed 
the country on his way from tho South to New York. Ho says, after 
leaving JMaryland, " Tho next day we began our journey, a tedious jour- 
ney, throngh tho woods and wilderness, over bogs and great rivers. We 
took house at tho head of Trodavin Creek, and traveled through tho 
woods till wo came to a little ahovo tho head of Mile's river, by which we 
passed and rode to tho bead of Wyo river, and so to tho head of Chester 
river, where making a Are, wo took up our lodging in the woods. Next 
morning, we traveled the woods till we camo to Sassafras river, which wo 
went over in canoes (or Indian boats,) causing our horses to swim by. 
Then wc camo to Bohemia river, where, in like manner, swimming our 
horses, wo ourselves wont over in canoes. AVo rested a little at a planta- 
tion by tho way, but not long, for we had thirly miles to ride that after- 
noon, if wo would reach a town which we wcro willing to do, and there- 
fore rodo hard for it. I, with some others, A* hose liorscs were strong, got 
to the town that night, exceedingly tired, .and wet to the skin. 

" The town wo went to was a Dutch town, called Newcastle. Wo de- 
parted thence, and got over the river Delaware, not without great danger 
of some of our lives. When we were over, wo were troubled to procure 
guides, which were hard to get and very chargeable. Then we had that 
wilderness country to pass through, since called West Jersey, not thon in- 
habited by English, so that we havo traveled whole days together without 
seeing man or woman, house or dwelling-place. Sometimes we lay in tho 
woods by a fire, and sonictinres in tho Indian wigwams or houses. We 
came one uight to a town, and lay at tho king's house, who was a very 
pretty man. Both he and his wife recoived us very tenderly, and his at- 
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tcndanU (siich as they were,) wore Tery respectfal to us. Tbey laid ass 
mats to lie on, bnt provisions were rcry short with them, having canght 
but little that day. At another Indian town, whcic we came, the king 
came U> use and he could i>peak little English. I rpokc to him mncb, 
and al«> to his people, and they were very loving to vr. At length we 
came to )liddlcton-n, an Knglish plantation in Kasl ietaey. Wo went 
with a friend who carried us and our horse« in liis own boat oicr a great 
water which held us most part of the day in getting over, and set us upon 
I^ng Inland. \Vc got that evening to Gravcaaid, wbcro we tarried that 
night." 

The lirst ei^labli^bniciit of regular post routes, between Kcw Vork and 
the neighboring eily of lliiladelphia, appears to have been about the year 
U>93 

It wcmi that originally the Philadelphia Post came through in rummer 
onco afortnight, \Vc find mentioned in 17IB, that " the Philadelphia Post 
is not yet come in. It i^ Mip|>o«:d that the three days of rainy weather lari 
week, has hindered him ■ '' 

And in Ueccmher, 1730 : " Notice is given that the Uoston and Fliila- 
dclphia Posts will set out in falnrc to perform the stages once a fortnight, 
during the three winter months. 

" Notice is likewise given that whosoever inelines to perfonn the foot 
post to Albany this winter, is to make application to K iehard Xicboix, |M»t- 
mastcr." 

In ]7>i3, the following advertisement is fiublisbed : 

"This is to aeqaaint gentlemen and others, who bavc a mind to frans- 
[lorl tbenisclve?, wares or merchandise, Ijctwccn New York and Philadcl- 
jiliia, that there is now a i!tage boat well fitted, kc|>t by William Van 
drilli>, who proposes (wind and wcatlicr permitting) to sail from Kcw Yoik 
to Amboy every Monday and Thursday, andlheni-e bjr wagon to ISnrling- 
ton, and thence take pa/fagc lo I'hiladelpbia." 

'I'bo way of reaching the Jersey shore on the rimtc to I'hilailcliihia and 
the points of dejjartnrc on the shore, were various; In some case», as in 
the above, passage wa< taken direct to Amboy in |iaekel boats, which were 
small sloop:<, navigated by a man and a l>oy. The '' optsitle passage,'' 
wa.s tluit • hrongli llic Narrows and around the lower iwinl of ^atrn Island. 
^mctimcK upon this couri-e the little vcfecl was driven by tcnipestDOU.< 
weather ont to sea; *v that when the weather was unpruinising, a \asi^^c 
was taken by way of the " Kill*," a more trdiims and drvinus coorfe; 
sometimes, it is raid, taking three days to areenqdish it. 

Another way was by erofsm^ the bay lo ^tateii Island, and tfamce 
going either to the " lUaziug ^ar Ferry," or to that crossing to Kliza- 
belhtown. A traveler from Philadelphia to New Votk, in 174S, states 
that he crossed from lilizabctbtown to Stalcn Island, and thence came in 
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a sailing vessel to tlio city; llio timo of orossijig tlic Tiay occuiiying but 
tlirco lioiirs. Tile boats used for tliis luu-poso woro " poninugurs," or 
' porryaiign," a boat witboiit a liocl, willi tuo iiinsls ami t«o largo sails, 
tlic hick of liccl being siippUcd by Icc-boarils. The time consuEiicil in 
crossing tlio hay was, however, sometimes inconveniently lung, and wo 
find that in 1753 tlio following advertisement was jiublisliod : 

" This is to inform tho public that Jobn Tjniio now Iceeps the ferry at 
Yelloiv [look, oil Long Island, six miles below New Yorlt Ferry, and lias 
])rovidcd good boats, well fitted >yith proper hands, and will bo ready at 
iiU times, wind and weather permitting, to go to Smith's l'''erry, on Statcu 
Island, with a single man only. 

" N. B. Travelers arc desired to observe in going from Flnibusb to Sand 
furry, to keep the marked trees at the right hand." 

After arriving at the Blazing Star, tho course was to take tlio road to 
Brunswyck, where tlie Karitan was crossed in a scpw; and thonce to Tren- 
ton, w'lioro the Delaware wa§ crossed in llio same inannor. Another rivor 
was crossed on a floating bridge of planks, and passengers arrived at Phila- 
delphia on the third or Ibnrtli day. 

It is found that in 1755, the post goes twice a week between Philadclpbia 
and Now York, and arrives (by advertisement) at noon on the third day. 
It was thought, however, tliat even this might.be improved upon, and 
in 177J, we find what in the advertisement is called a " flying maobine," 
wo suppose in opposition to the slow coach, which it was said carried tho 
pa.isengcrs through in two days. 

After tho Revolution the moans of transportation wore more frequent, 
and wo find tho following summing up of tho conveniences of travelers to 
and from Philadelphia in \TJ',i. 

Tho Diligence leaves the stage olfico at the City Tavorn, Broadway, 
every morning in the week, Sunday excepted, at eight o'clock. This stago 
adiuits only seven passengor.s. Tho ofliee is kept by Janics Carr. The 
rate of the stage fare is four dollars. 

The new line (Industry lino,) leaves the stage ofilco, No. 1!) Cortland 
street, every day in tho week, Saturday excepted, at 3 o'clock in tho 
afternoon. 

The mail stage, which leaves Powles' Hook Ferry, at 12 o'clock cacb 
day, with two horses, travels all nigbl. 

The Amboy stage boats set off from tlie Albany pier on Jlondnys, Wed- 
no.'diiys, Tlmrsdnys and Fridiiys, for South Amboy, where stage wagons 
receive I lie passengers and sot oft" at llircc o'clock next morning. They 
go alternately to Bordentowii and Burlington, from which phicc they set 
off for Philadelphia. 

After tlie triumph of Fulton in steam navigation, New York was not 
backward in taking advantage of these substitutes for the old-fashioned 
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peiiiaugw, and in alluding to tlio slnto of steam navigation in 1813, a 
writer of that period says : 

" Wo must not forgot the ologant convenionoos afforded by steam navi- 
gation on the Hudson. There are now three steamboats employed on this 
river, between Albany and New York. Tbo largest of which is 170 feet 
long and 28 wide; its burthen 350 tons, which perform their passage to Al- 
bany in the average time of 30 to 36 hours. Their periods arc very regu- 
lar and uniform, and they have excellent nccominodations, being designed 
for passengers o.\olusivoly; and, independent of the novelty and ingenuity of 
the mode (unknown in Europe,) the dispatch certainly of time and entire 
security, with the perfect convoniency and case with which wo pass so 
rapidly from place to place, we enjoy the proud reflection that the iu- 
voution is American, and that no other part of tbo world enjoys such 
facilities of intercourse. 

"While adverting to steamboats, I cannot deny myself the pleasure to 
notice a fleet of them in Now York. In June, 1813, nine of thorn were 
displayed at once in the Hudson, opposite tbo foot of Cortland street, 
viz : The Robert Fulton, for the East river; one for the Potomac; one for 
.lames river, Virginia; two Powles' Hook ferry boats; one Hoboken ferry 
boat, and Governor Ogdon's boat from Elizabothtown . The navigation 
of the harbor by these steam ferry boats is a circumstance of no trifling 
importance." 




PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND CHURCHES IN THE CITY, 

ERECTED WITlIfN DIFFEUENT INTERVALS. 



1625 to 1645. 



The Fort on the present site of the Ijlocks bounded by State street, 
Whitehftll stroRt, Stono street, and tho Bowling Green. 

The Church on tho present north side of Pcftrl street, between White- 
hall and Broad streets. 

The City Tavern, afterwards the City Hall, on the present line of Pearl 
street, at tho head of Coentios slip. 

The Church in the fort, the " Old Kirk," being abandoned. 

The West India Company's store-houaca, called the " five stonc-housoa," 
extending between Bridge and Stone. 

1645 to 1665. 

A market bouse at foot of Whitehall street. 

A meat market, on present site of the Bowling Green. 

1665 to 1690. 
A market in Uauover square. 

Tho Jews' Synagogue, in present South William street- 
The Custom House, in Pearl street, between Whitehall and Broad 

streets. 
Tho Lutheran Church, in Broadway. 
Quaker meeting-house, near Maiden lane. 

1690 to 1700. 
Trinity Church. 

Dutch Church, in Garden street. 
City Hall, in Broad street. 

1700 to 1730. 
The Presbyterian meeting-houso, in "Wall street. 
The Baptist meeting-house, on Goldou Hill. 
The Exchange, foot of Broad street. 
A fish market^ at Cocntics slip. 
A meat market, at foot of Wall street. 

A market, called the Fly market, at the foot of Maiden lane. 
The French Church, in present Pine street. 
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1730 to 1740. 
A wfttoli-lioiiso, in iniiUlloof tlio stvool, nL the Iiciul of Bioiul stioot. 
'J'lio AlicUllo Diitcli (.'luMoIi, ill Nassau sti-ccl, (presont Tost OlVico.) 
C^swcfjo marUot, in oonti'o of llroiulway, opposite Liborly alroot. 
(*(H)r-Iiouso, on Uio Coininons, nunr piuseiil .silo oniio C'ily llnll. 

1740 10 1766. 

SI. (ioorgo's ('liapel, in lU-oIunan stioct. 

iMoravian nicctin^-houso^ in l'"uI(on sheet , near Dnlcli ylicul , 

Now Lntlicran nuH'tinp-IiOMse, in Franklorl siroct. 

^?(.. Panl's Clinioh, in liiondwav. 

A mui-ket, nt foot, of Rnrling slip. 

An Mnfilish IVcc scliool, in Keelor slieet. 

A pnwder-Iiouse, on the (".onnnons. 

New K'cforniod ]lnlc-h Clinreli, in Ann slieet 

Now l*rosl\vteiiun nieel.iiii;li(mse, in HecUinrtn stieet. 

(ieraian Ketornicd Clinieh. in Na.-^.^an street, belwouii Ijilieiiv slruot and 

Maiden l^ano. 
IJaptisl inectiiig-lioiise, in Clold street. 
MeLluidist, niccting-lionse. in Fulton .'Street. 
Soeodors' ineeliiip;-lionso, in Pino street. 
Pridondninsu, on the (voninions, (present Hall )d' Keeord.^.) 
The King".s C;.)l!e;j;e, ((.Inliiniliia Culli'y;e,) 
A tnai'ket-lionso, at. IVcli sli]). 

1766 to 1791. 
t Mivornnient. llon.-^e, on the side of Iho Old Fort. 
Trinity Chnreli, vobnilt. 
North Dutch Church, in Fnlton street. 

Theatre, in John I-^trcet, between llroadway niulNasaan street. 
St. i'oler'.-^ Ghnruh, corner Barclay and C'hurcb st.ieets. 
Methodist nieotingdionte, in .lohn street. 

New Quaker nieotinjj--house, in Pearl sheet, above Franklin sijnavo. 
f:;eeodors* nicetinjjdionse, in Nassau street, between John and l-'nllon 

strect.i. 
Hear nnirket, (now \Vasliin;;ton unirket. ) 
Gatlnu'ino market, fool of t 'nt.lnirine street. 
Bridewell, in the Park, or ('onnnon. 
The Hospital, I'loadwav and Leonard sireol. 
JNIethodisL (jhnreh, in present Forsyth street, near Unyard street. 

1791 to 1807. 
New Theatre, iu ]*ark row. 

New Baptist Church, in Catharine street, (or Fayeteo street,) near Kast 
Broadway 
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Taninian; Museum, in centre of Broad street, between Pearl and 

Water streets. 
Kpiscopal Charitr School, in Grccnnick street, near Hector. 
St. John's Chiircli, in Hudson square. 
St- Steven's Chureli, corner Broome and Chrystio streets. 
Zion Chnrch, in Mott street. 

Wqlsli Chnrch, in Alott street, between Bajard and Walker streets. 
Methodist Church, in Uuane street, between Ilndson and Greenwich. 
Mctliodist Church, in Allen street, between Delanccy and Rlvingtou. 
Methodist Church, in Bedford street. 

Universalist Church, in Pearl street, between Chath.ini and Cross strccls. 
St. Patrick's Cathedral, in Alott street. 
African Baptist Chiu^h, in Anthony street, between Chui'ch street .'.nd 

West Broadway. 
African Methodist Church, in Church street, corner Lcon.-inl. 
African Methodist Church, in Greene street, near Prince. 
City Hall, in Park. 
Ahns.honsc, in Chambers sti-eet. 
•Alms-house, at Bullevue. 
State Prison at Gvecnwich, 
State .'Vrscnal, in Klni street. 
United States Arsenal, in Hridge street. 
Gre.it Wigwain, No. 1, fTainmaay Hall.) 
North West Uul^h llefonncd Church, iu rranklin street, between West 

Kroadway and Clinrch sli'cct-s. 
IJulch licfurmcd Church .nt Greenwich, between Ciiarlcs and Amos 

streets, near Bleeckcr. 
Presbyterian Church, in ICIizabelh street, near Hester street. 
Presbyterian Church, in 11 utgei'S street. 
Presbyterian Clun-ch, in Spring street; near Varick. 
Irish Presbyterian Church, in Orange street. 

iicfornicd Presbyterian Church, in Chambers street, rear of the Park. 
A.'Sioeialc IJcforined Presbyterian Church, iu Pearl street, near ICIm. 
Associate licformedPi-csbytcrian Church, in Murr.iy street. 
.Scecders' Churcli, at Greenwich, 
liaptist Church, in Oliver street, corner Henry. 
Baptist Church, in Kosc street, near Pearl. 
Baptist Church, in Mulberry street. 
Baptist Church, in Broome street, corner EliEabcth. 
Baptist Church, in A'^andam street, between Hudson and Varick . 
Afarket, foot of Spring street. 
Market, foot of Duanc street. 
Market, in Grand street. 




THE NEW YOllli SOCIETY LlliKARV. 



The history of tho Now York Society Library comuiences in tho year 
1700, with the establisliincnt of " The Public Library of New York," 
during tho adiuinistriition of tbo Earl of licllnmont as Governor of the 
Province. The individual who is reputed to have been its founder, was 
the Rev. John Sharp, supposed to have been Chaplain to the Governor. 
Although the vieissitudcs of the Kevolntion nearly destroyed this early 
collection, a portion of it is still preserved in the Society Library, giving 
evidence of the learning of it.s founder; such volumes as remain, consist 
luostly of the writings of the fathers, and standard authors of the church, 
with a few classics and histories. 

In 1729, the English Society for the Propagation of tlic Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, presented to the City of New I'orls, tlio library bequeathed to them 
by the Kev. Dr. Millingtou, Keotorof Newington. Bj' the records of tho 
Corporation, it appears that this donation was received with grateful for- 
mality, and deposited in tho public library. 
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Oootisional roforcnce is mado to the subject of tlio library, in tlio pro- 
ceodinga of tlio Common Council, We find no special information respect- 
ing its condition or progress, until 1754, when, at tho same period witli tho 
foundation of King's, now Columbia College, some of the spirited citizens, 
resolved to establish a new library; subscriptions wore obtained, and u, 
valuable collection was speedily formed. On tho lUh of September, 1754, 
tho trustees of the library proposed that '* Whereas, the Corporation Li- 
brary hath, for some years past, been shut up, and the books contained in 
it become of littlo or no advantage to tho public, that tlie samo may here- 
after be improved, and found beneficial to the community, it is proposed that 
the trustees of the library be authorized to deposit their books in tho Cor- 
poration Library room, in tho City Hall; that such of tho books as may be 
deemed most fit for tho New York Library, may bo joined to tho same, 
and such as may be judged to be of no service and scarce ever read, 
may be boxed up, so that more room may bo obtained." Tliis proposition 
was accepted by tho Corporation, and tho library thus established coiitini - 
od to flourish until tho troubles which heralded tho Revolution comuionccd. 

Tho war throw the country into a state of confusion not easily realized 
at tho present daj', and Now York, being: peculiarly exposed to tho vicis- 
situdes of the times, sufTored severely. The library was left as spoil to the 
invading army. An eye-witness has affirmed, that the British soldiers were 
in tho habit of carrying off tho books in their knapsacks, and bartering 
tliem for grog. After a hiatus of fourteen years, on tlio restoration of 
peace, and the establishment of tho new government, the sociely resumed 
its operations, when wo find tlie following record in its minutes, " Tho ac- 
cidents of the late war, having nearly destroyed tho former library, no 
meeting of the proprietors, for the choice of trustees was hold from tho 
last Tuesday in April, 17?4, until Saturday, 21st December, 1788, when 
tho following gentlemen were chosen: The Hon. llobcrt R. Livingston, 
Robert AVatts, Brockholst Tjivingston, Samuel Jones, Pctor Ifettlctas, 
Walter Rutherford, iMatthow Clarkson, Samuel Bard, Hugli Gaiues, Daniel 
C. Verplanok, Edward Griswold and Henry Romsoii. 

New subscriptions were obtained, tho relic of the former valuable col- 
lection was, as far as possible, gathered in, fresh accessions were made, and 
in a few years more we find the society engaged in tho erection of a build- 
ing for its especial purposes. Tho site clioson, after some delay and diffi- 
culty, was a lot of land about thirty feet in width, and of irregular depth, 
bought of Joseph Winter, lisq., from part of tlio garden of bis mansion, 
which was situated at the corner of Cedar and Nassau streets; tho library 
building occupied tho plot forming tho site of the warehouse No. 33 Nas- 
sau street, opposite to the " Old Middle Dutch Church," now used as tho 
Post Offioo. Tho edifice was commenced in 1793 and completed in 1795. 
Tho sketch hero given is a faithful representation of tho building, taken 
7 
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&om one exeented bj the reoenble father of Ameiiean wood eagntnug. 
Dr. A. Andeiaon, who made it for " The Picture of New Toit," a guide 
botdc, issued by the late Andrew T. Goodiidi, iiaokaeller, whose store and 
oreiilatiDg libiaiy will be nMBemliered by New Torfeos as atoated at the 
e«»ner of Cedar street and Broadway. The eat, in eoraiBon with otheis of 
the {ainopal pnblie boildiiigs, aiqieared about 1818. To thoGo who are 
fondof iceaDing the pleasing iongerjr of the past, it maj prore giatifying 
to retrace some of the lineaments rfthe locality of the old libiaiy in Has- 
sm street. The bniUing was of brown iiee-stane, brick interior, with 
three qnarter Corinthian colnmns, TcstiBg im a pngecting haa u n aa i t, on 
whidi an ornamental iron bahiatnide fonaed a farorite balcony, where the 
jooDger f>ec[Baiters of the library were fond of ricwii^ the miobstnieted 
scenery of the rieini^, eonaizting of the garden of Mr. Winter, with its 
fine giapeiy and orerfaanging {nrit-tiees, the rraieiable qMdraam of low 
Dnteh chnrdi architecture opposite, whose lofty peaked roof^ masire 
gables, snbstantial tower, bdfiy and eap(ds,saiinoiinted by its gflt mosUr, 
still remain, a relie, alas! one of the few, to remind the natire Knidc^- 
Vicker of his childhood's h«ne; to the sootb-east remained the stiD more 
<ntiqaated " E^ise dn St. EsfHt," the dinrdi of the Fieadi Hagwiiots. 
Two or three other chnrehes oeeiipied posifions in the immediate Tidnity, 
bat were not distinctly risiUe from the libiaiy. The neighboihaad, how- 
ever, was crowded with obieets ^f historical intenst, indndii^, besides 
these ancient dinrches, with their m<ies.growD ino&, TOieiaUe trees, and 
giasy glare-yards, many a queer old boose, with the date of its eteetien 
eonqricaons, in iron nnmbeia, on its walls ol Holland bri A; whOe a little 
way down labeity, (fommly Crown,) sfie^ hid behind the big Dntdi 
ehmdi, lowoed that dark and eTil-omened pile. Hie old l^gar^oose, or 
prison of the revalntitHiaiy patriots. The Quaker meetiag.hoaae, to whid 
Gnnt Thorbnm, with his flower pots, afterwards i^ored, from the nc^i- 
boring eoiner, was fbnted behind a high brii^ wall, nearer to Broadway, 
in the same narrow ^reet. The riew southward gare a rista of that fine, 
wide, well bnilt and handamiely planted arenne. Bread street, Hm still 
the leading qnarter of the eariy aristoenu^ of the town. Sadi were the 
immediate a^eets and tnuroundlngs of the fdd library in Nasaa street. 
The tree seen in the Aetch, against the library waU, was a mast luxuriant 
apricot, an object, whoi its bnrthened&nitage bowed its brandies orer the 
high bri^ wall in fioot, of no small deare to the wateiy-noatheduidiHiy, 
especially when "just let loose" fiom the nei^ihaii^ adnoi, on the otter 
ade of the library, by that dreaded diseipHnarian, Master Innade, w that 
cloaked and hnmp-baekcd Biehaid looking man— Swpfaerd. Then, in 
those eariy times, when our goodly town still hdd many a moanmenlal as- 
soeiatian with the past, loi^ beftne the mammon of trade had deroored 
ereiy rdic of home, and overlaid as with aralandbes of brick and m<Hlar- 
before the roar of omnihnses and the din of iron-axled carls had begun to 
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stun th^ oar, there was only heard the hum of an industrious, but not an 
excited community. Then the city still possessed an air of repose, and 
some degree of rurality; every house had its vines and gardens; frequently 
its trees, shading the front stoop, or porch, as yet unmolested by vermin, 
while birds enlivened the air with their gay warblings. The sparrows were 
then familiar friends, the wren had not far to go a house hunting, and the 
martin darted .and twittered about every school-boy's head without the 
danger of losing his own. The capitals of the Corinthian columns of the 
old library were, for years, the summer home of many a feathered family, 
whoso sprightly company cheered the student poring over his musty tome, 
and gave a tone of gladness to his dullest musings. 

The interior of the library building was homely, but attractive, from its 
intrinsic comforts. Several offices filled its first story, v.ariously occupied, 
from time to time, with a predominance, however, of legal tcnantiy. The 
access to the principal floor was by means of a flight^ of stairs, conspicu- 
ously placed, in the centre of the building, and forming, in fact, the lead- 
ing feature in its structure. This imposing peculiarity, which, by-thc-by, 
seems to have been reverently observed as a model for future edifices dedi- 
cated to the same liberal objects, monopolized the best part of two stories, 
and contributed not a little towards impressing the public with a high sense 
of the importance of the place they were approaching. In fact, one of the 
worthy contrivers of this remarkable trait lu the library architecture, was 
wont to express, although jocularly, his consciousness of the achievement, 
by terming the ascent, as he came, somewhat exhausted, to its summit, 
" The Hill of Science:' 

It was the intention of the trustees of the library to have finished the 
principal hall in an oval form, but realizing the common fate of house- 
builders, they cut short the pattern of their ambition, and left a plain, ob- 
long room, lighted by three tall windows at each end, with a gallery all 
around. It was lined with book eases, protected by wire doors, and In 
procees of time, became crowded with books. 

To this structure the library was removed from the City Hall, then in 
Broad street, in June, 1795. 

The society numbered, at this period, nearly one thousand members, com- 
prising the leading citizens, of all occupations. At that time books were 
not cheaply multiplied, as they have been for many years past, hence the 
Importance of a public library, while private circulating libraries, also, 
formed a prominent feature amongst the resources for reading, and were 
well sustained. 

The Soeioty Library was the resort of numbers, and although, as at 
present, light reading formed a great portion of the amusement of tho 
mass of readers, more regard was paid to a systematic pursuit of know- 
ledge, and standard books evinced a well worn appreciation. 
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Tbe asOeetiaB, alitM^ «BMhiMifJ ■■ the Mnae of Jros, by x*^ 
wear aad tear, enBtimed to iaereaae, aad witiiMrt ai^ eadowauat, or 
BOB^cd doBatuo, the Bbmy mKEteafiir nqnreO, br Ow iMfeaie nh- 
a»;e«i of its aMMbos, each of wkoa at fiiBt paid firepaod^Hev Tmk 
enmer,wSil2 90,ntkaaafierpa)raMa^aanaIl7,artea ^Ifi^^or 
$1 S. 'nieibanawereafiermarfjdoriifcdBifriee.aawdlaatlieaamBi 
tu.jM e at ,»Md» last ns at leagth. ia 1819, iacnaurd ta f4, aad fnQy, 
ial8£, wax fixed at S6. 

The asdeij eoatoraed to tEapease the beMfita of its fitetaijr treaanca 
in a qaiet aad naoMraare maaaer, boag the oaly estabGAaKut at Oe 
fcndiBtteci^,aBtafiM«d.bTtbe erer adtaaeing tide of eoaoKree, to 
seekaaMMesaitaMeloeali^, aadialSafi the Kasaa (tieei proper^ waa 
add for ^U^aOO, a price. caMcideriag the atadaoa aad exte^ of it, at that 
towaapaialMediaNewTaffc. At this jaaetwe aaoOer iacnipaatiaa, 
mamtij: The JfewTodc Athraraai, was Mnged ia the Soeieij UbBty. 
aad the anted i t Jumtts wm applied to Oe paifhaa p of pnpoty •■ 
Bia Mlaaj .eoiaeraf JfBBUd rtiBet.wherealaigeaad eApeajir ertraetage 
wasetecCed^the bad, aztr bf oa: baadied ftct^eaet $17,900, aad the 
e£fiee aot ks thaa §30,000, This bnSffiag, oaadenbly aedified, itSI 
reauiBS aaeoTthe aoatpnariiKat an^iteetanl oaaaeate of fl» gnat 
STone of New Tsik, aad Bccdc ao pnrticalar dtaaiptaOB here. 

AOanmamae ia Braadwqr&on ISM till 1S3, the geaenl ii^efan 
gnrea ta Oe piugma of the ci^, bj the npid iliiihipaiial cf iode, cnt- 
■ nai al lai IheSaA of CafibniaB eaid,eaa]ded the aaciefrto fcoteff 
Inn the d M 6 «e a» Aoals of f uum mu) eMliiiii aaiiif, when it bad 
tegM«aoiedhyaaaialiai<iw«deaoeto Meet paHe expeetatiaa, ia n^^id 
to its ardnteetaral axgtA. 

The pnpei^ vm Bmimaj was said br ^WJtCO, aad the saeie^ inae- 
fiatdy pMnkiMid the ate fiir awnthiT eBSee, ia T Taiieuitj ^aeei, aear 
Unas aqfaaie, aad icBored its bags aad TalaaUe Bbmx, tor teaipaiaijr 

■■nlitina.f thebrildiigof the KHe Soeie^, betweca Tbd aad 

Foaath arcaws aad E^ih a^ Hiath etneta. 

The oOectioa of Tolanes aow aaBben waiAj 40/WO, •■ all ibjecfaj 
aad. ■Whoagh the amaber of its moAea has hy ao Bcaaa kept pace wiA 
the pnpoitaaaaUe iascaae of iU pi a |mtj. or the waadczfid grawth of 
jaipalatien, stitt its Menbtu aie n>ai|>» iil of the taag wlhj daa of 
dtBOB wba ban eier aaitaiaed it, aad with a aew aad hapefid fatans be- 
te»»it,tteSoeie^IJbiaiyhasew«y pmp e tt of ■■ i a l iMia t, Bs] 
I aad xe^cctaMfil^. 
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We close this imp^acetskolch of an instiUUio,, cntUka ^'^ -^^'^ «■'; 
tonaoJ notice ti,an „nr space admits, by re.o,ains a tact, wb,.h ,v,U n t 
b. cnsid.voa uniun.o,-tan., tlK,t the yrcsont L.bnu-.an «1 "-^"" ^ 
Library. Pl>ilip J. Fovbo., E«,., i. tlio succ.ssoi-, m that olhco, of h.s 
,vortliy latbm-, John Forb.-., Esri., who ,vas appointoa Librarian ,n wJ4. 

Tlie author i. indebted to Philip J- Forbos, Esq., lor the preceding 
sketch. 




Sock-lv Libi'.iiy Eiiilili;!?, Uioii.-w 



BUNKER'S niAJVSIOS HOUSE. 



This famous hotel formerly stoo'l on the westerly side of Broadway, No. 
39. It was a large double house, built of brick, and was erected about the 
year 1786, by Alexander Macomb, as a residence for himself. The great fire 
of 1776, had destroyed all the buildings on that side of Broadway from 
Morris to Barclay street, including the old Lutheran and Trinity Churches, 
in consequence of which this house was one of the first that was rebuilt on 
the '* burnt district." Moulton, in his History of New York, says, accord- 
ing to tradition, that this house stands on the site of the first erection of 
any kind, by the Dutch on Manhattan island. It consisted of a small re- 
doubt, built in 1615. 

On the opening of the Second session of the first Congress, this house 
was selected as the residence of General Washington, on account of its 
spaciousness and contiguity to the Federal Hall in Wall street, and the 
General seemed to be well pleased with its comforts and conveniences, as a 
letter, written by him to Tobias Lear, bis secretary, after the removal of 
the government to Philadelphia, vei-y forcibly states; in fact he says it 
would be impossible to make his new home as pleasant and agreeable, as 
the one he had left. The letter is characteristic, and we will give it in 
full. 

Mount Vehnon, 14 JVovcmber, 1790. 

Dear Sie: — I am, I must confess, exceedingly unwilling to go into any 
house without first knowing on what terms I do it, and wish that this 
sentiment could be again hinted, in delicate terms, to the parties concern- 
ed with me. I cannot, if there are no latent motives which govern in this 
case, see any difiiculty in the business. Mr. Morris has most assuredly 
formed an idea of what ought, in equity, to be the rent of the tenement in 
the condition he left it, and with this aid, the committee ought, I conceive, 
to be as little at a loss in determining what it should rent for, with the 
additions and altex'ations, which are about to be made, :ind which ought to 
be done^in a'plaln and neat, not by any means in an extravagant style, 
because the latter is not only contrary to my wish, but would really be 
detrimental to my interest and convenience, principally because it would 
be the means of keeping rae out of the use and comforts of the bouse to a 
lat/C period, and because the furniture, and every thing else, would require 
to be accordant therewith; besides making me pay an extravagant price, 
perhaps to accommodate the alterations to the taste of another, or to the 
exorbitant rates of workmen. 
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I do not knoAY, uor do I believe, that any tbiug uufuir is intended by Mr. 
Morris or the Committeej but let us for a moment suppose that the rooms, 
(the new ones 1 mean) were to be hung with tajjestry, or ii very rich and 
costly paper, neither of which would suit my present furniture; that costly 
ornaments for the bow windows, extravagant chimney pieces, and the like, 
were to be provided; that workmen, from CitravaMnce of the times, for 
every twenty shilliDgs worth of work, would charge forty shillings; and 
that advantage should he taken of the occasion to new paint every part of 
the house and buildings, would there be any propriety in adding ten or 
twelve and a half per cent, for all this to the rent of the house in its origi- 
nal state, for the two years that I am to hold it % If the solution of these 
questions is in the negative, wherein lies the difficulty of determining, that 
the houses and lots >vhea finished accordnig to the proposed plan ought to 
rent for so mutih 1 When all is done that can be done, the residence will 
not be so commodious as the house I left in jXcav York, for there (and the 
want of it will be found a real inconvenience at Mr. Morris's), my office 
v^as in a front room below, whei'O persons on business were at ouco admit- 
ted; whereas now they will have to ascend two pair of stairs, and to pass 
by the public rooms to go to it. Notwithstanding which, I am willing to 
allow as much as was paid to Mr. Macomb, and shall say nothing if more 
is demanded, unless there is apparent extortion, or the policy of delay is to 
see to what height rents will rise before mine is fixed. In cither of tbeso 
eases I shall not bo pleased, and to occupy the premises at the expense of 
any public body, I will not. I had rather have heard that my repaired 
coach was plain and elegant, than rich and elegant. 

1 am, dear Sir, &c. 

As the Mansion House, it was known as one of the best conducted and 
comfortable hotels in this country, enjoying the patronage of a larp;e 
number of southern families, who made this house their stopping place on 
their annual visits to this city. Bunker, "Mine host," from the able man- 
ner in which the house was conducted, and his afiability to his customers, 
realized a handsome fortune, sold the property and retired from business. 

Tho gradual progress of commerce toward this part of Broadway, and 
the consequent want of buildings for business purposes, it became neces- 
sary, to demolish the old house, and on its site have been erected, a num- 
ber of brown free stone stores, which, in point of extent and beauty, are not 
to be exceeded by any in this city; they are mostly occupied by some of 
our heaviest dry goods merchants. 



THE F01I/0WIN6 IttEMOBANSUH 

WAS WKITTEM mT DAVID OBIM, EWJ., UPON THE BACK OF A MAP DBAWN 
BV HIM, A!fD Pr,ACeD 03t FILE IH THE »EW TOSK UISTORICAL KOCIETT, 
WHICH THE ACTHOR DEEMS OF SUFFICIEHT IMFOETASCE TO PUBLISH I>» 
THIS VOLUME. 

7%e JIfap alluded to above teas ptiblUhed in the Manned of 18S4. 

This plan of tlie city and environs of New Vork, I made for my amiue- 
ment, iritb the intent that it be, on a foture day, presented to the N, Y. 
Hist. Society. The number of houses in this city were, in the year 1744, 
as.hereby particniarized, viz: 

The we«t side of Broadway, to the river. .,,, 129 

The east side of Broadway, with the west side of Broad street 232 

The east side of Broad street, with the west side of William street 824 

The cast side of William street, with the west side of Pearl street. . . 212 
The east side of Fearl street, to the East river , 214 

Total 1,141 

I am perfectly clear there were not thirty houses, more or less, at that 
period, in the city of New York. Having a perfect recollection of the 
several spaces of vacant grounds and gardens that were at that time in the 
city, I conld ascertain the number of houses with a tolerable certainty, by 
taking Hetzer's Map as my guide, knowing the same to be correct, allow- 
iog twenty-five feet in the front, on the street, for each bouse, (some were 
more, others were less.) In order to prove my position, I carefully exam- 
ined and counted the number of houses in several streets, and generally 
found them perfectly correct. 

I will relate a &w of the most remarkable oecurrences that happened in 
this city, to the extent of my memory, which was that uf the Megro-plot, 
in the year 1741, of which I have a perfect idea of seeing the negroes 
chained to a slake, and there burned to death. 

The place of this execution was in the valley between Windmill hill and 
Pot-baker's bill, (now Augusta street,) about the centre of said street, and 
midway of (now) Fearl and Parley streets. The public executions were 
continued here for many years afterwards. 

John Uustan, a white man, was one of the principal perpetrators of this 
horrid plot. He was tried, convicted, and banged, in chains on a gibbet, 
at the south-east point of H. flntgers'farm, bordering on the East river, not 
ten yards from the present sonth-easl comer of Cbeny and Catharine streets. 

Caisar, a black man, a prindpal of the negroes in this plot, was also bang- 
ed in plains, on a gibbet, at the south-east comer of the old FowdeT'house, 
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ia Magazine street, (now Peoi'l street.) There were many of those negroes 
burned and hanged, and a great many of them were transported to other 
countries. 

I remember tlie building and erecting the Palisndes and Block-houses, 
in the yenv 1745, for the security and proteotiou of the inhabitants of this 
city, who were at that time much alarmed, and afraid that the B'rench and 
Indians were coming to invade this city, on which the General Assembly 
of this province voted a sum of money, f£3,000,) to build a line of Palisades 
and Blook-houses, from the East river to the North river. Those Palisades 
commenced at the house of Mr. Desbrosses, No. 57, in Cherry street, 
(which was then the last house on the East river, to Kip's bay.) From 
that place, it went in a direct line to Windmill lane, (late Catey Mutz;) 
from thence, in the rear of the Poor-house, and to Dominie's hook, at the 
North river. 

Those Palisades were made of cedar logs, about fourteen feet long and 
nine or ten inches in diameter, were placed in a trecch, dug in the ground 
for that purpose, three feet deep, with loop-holes in the same, for musketry, 
and a breast-work four feet high and four feet in width. In this line of 
Palisades were three Block-houses, about thirty feet square and ten feet 
high, with six port holes, for cannon. Those Block-houses were made with 
logs, of eighteen inches diameter. They were placed thus: the one was in 
(now) Pearl street, nearly in front of Bancker street; the second in the 
rear of the Poor-house, and the other between Church and Chapel streets. 
There were four large gates, or outlets to the city, the one at the head of 
Pearl street, Chatham street, Broadway and Greenwich street. 

In the year 1746, (or nearly that time,) I remember having seen a con- 
course of Indians, of the Mohawk and Oneida tribes, come from Albany 
in their canoes, with their squaws and pappooses, (their wives and chil- 
dren,) a few hundreds, in order to hold a talk with the British Gover- 
nor, George Clinton, Esq. They were encamped at the North river, in 
front of (now) St. John's Church. Those Indians, in a solemn train, 
marched from their encampment down the Broadway to Fort George, 
in which the Governor Uvedj in their parade they exhibited and display- 
ed a number of human scalps, suspended on poles, by way of stream- 
ers, which scalps they had taken from the French and Indians, their 
enemies; after which the Governor, with the principal officers of the colony, 
and a large number of the citizens went in a procession, from the Fort to 
the Indian encampment, and presented to them the customary presents on 
those occasions. This was the last time the Indians came to New York to 
hold a conference; after which the Governor met them at Albany. 

The winter in the year 1755 was so mild that the navigation on the 
North river was not impeded the whole of that winter. I remember hav- 
ing seen Sir Peter Hacket's and Dunbar's regiments, on their return from 
Braddock's defeat, in Virginia, embark on board of a largo number of 
North river vessels, and sail to Albany in the middle of the winter. 
7* 
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Having spare paper here, and in order to fill that part I thought it might 
not be altogether improper to give au account here of the several slips in 
this city, and what gave rise to their several namee. Those slips were 
formerly openings between two wharves, in the river, for horses and earts 
to enter, and there unload the wood boats ; those boats would go into the 
slips at high water, and ground there, for the cartmen to enter from Pearl 
street, in order to unload them, I have often seen, at high tides, the water, 
by way of those slips, in Pearl street. 

Whitehall slip took its name from Col. Moore's large white bouse. This 
house was adjoining to this slip, and was usually called the White Hall. 

The next was called Coen & Antey's slip, (Conrad and Jane,) called so 
after Conrad Ten Eyck, and Jane, his wife; they lived at the comer of 
(then) Little Dock street and that slip. 

The next was called the Old slip, being the first in this city. 

The other was called Burling slip, after the name of a Mr. Burling, a 
respectable family living at the comer of Smith's File, (now) Pearl street, 
and Golden Hill. 

The next was called Beekman's slip, so named after a respectable family 
living at the south-west corner of Pearl street and said slip. 

The next and last on the East river, was called Peck slip, after the name 
of Mr. Peck, who was proprietor of the land on the side of said slip. 

There was only one slip on the North river, at the foot of Oswego, now 
Liberty street. 

DAVID GRIM. 
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nULES, KEGULATIOSS, &c. 



Art. I.— NoMBEK Of Members and Ti.mes of Meetiso. 

The Mutual Assistance Bag-Company shall not exceed in number, 
sixtJj-Jive memboi-.9. The regular meetings of the company shall be held 
on the second Ttiesdays in January. April, July and October, at 7 o'clock, 
at ifhich time the roll shall be called, and every member not present at 
the calling of the roll shall pay a fine of fifty cents, provided no proper 
and sufficient excuse be offered. 
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Art. II. — Dress and Equipments. 

The badge of distinction of this company shall be a round hat, with a 
black rim and white crown, on which shall be marked in black, the capi- 
tal Roman letters M. A., surronnded with an ellipsis. Each member shall 
be provided with two good bags, made of Russia sheeting, or other clotli 
equally good. Cach bag shall not be less than three feet in length, and 
two feet three inches in breadth, with the proper strings, and marked with 
the initial of the owner's Christian or first name, and his surname at 
length, and also with the capital Roman letters M. A., surrounded with 
a circle. 

Art. Ill- — DvTV AT Fires . 

Upon an alarm of fire, every member, with his hat and bags, shall re- 
pair to the house or store, most in danger, belonging to any of the company, 
and endeavor, to the utmost of his power, to save their eflfect5,by carefully 
conveying them to some convenient and proper place, to prevent the em- 
bezzlement of the same ; and in case no such house or store belonging to 
any of the company be in danger, then each member shall give his assist- 
ance where he deems it most proper. 

Art. IV.— Officers of thb Company. 

A President, Vice-President, and Secretary shall be aunully chosen by 
ballot, at the first stated meeting in the year, for the orderly transacting 
the business of the company. 

Art v.— Of the Admission of Members. 
Every candidate shall he nominated at a previous meeting to that on 
which he shall be balloted for, and three dissenting votes shall be a 
rejection. 

Art. VI — PuTY AT Stated Meetings. 

The Secretary shall provide printed copies of these articles, and notifica- 
tions for attendance, at the expense of the company. Every member is to 
be supplied with two copies of these articles, and sh&ll bring one of them 
to every meeting of the company, to compare with the standard copy, under 
the penalty of twenty-five cents for every neglect. 

Art. VII. — Hat and Bags, where to be Kept. 

Every member shall keep his hat, bags, ond one copy of these articles, 
in some convenient part of his house, ready of access in case of fire. 

Art. VIII.— Visiting Committee and their Duty. 
A Committee of this Company, consisting of two members, shall be ap 
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pointed every three months, to be nominated by the President in rotation, 
whose duty it shall be to inspect the state of the bags, &c., of every mem- 
ber, and to report their proceedings, in writing, at the next stated meeting, 
when every member, not having had his bags, hftt, and copy of these arti- 
cles in proper order, or not being in a suitable place, shall, for every de- 
fault in either article, forfeit twenty-five cents. 

Art. IX. — S'fANDABi> Copy anu its Use. 

The Secretary shall keep a standard copy of these articles, for the regu- 
lation of the copies belonging to each member ; and it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary, at every stated meeting, to examine and compare all 
such copies with the standard copy. 

Art. X.— KiGHT OF Membekshit Forfeited. 

Whoever absents himself from two stated meetings successively, with- 
out a satisfactory excuse, shall be excluded the Company. 

Art. XL — Of Extra MEETi.^cfs. 

The President at the request of six members, may call an extra meeting' 
and members shall be subject for non-attendance, to the like penalty as at 
the stated meetings. 

Art. Xll. — Co.NTiiinuTio.v at each ISTATiii> Meeting. 

For each stated meeting, every member, whether present or absent, shall 
pay to the Secretary the sum of twenty-five cents. 

Art. XIII Fines, ey whom Collectek. 

The lines resolved to be due at every stated meeting shall be paid to the 
Secretary on demand. 

Art. XIV. — ExTitA Fines. 

Every breach of the foregoing articles to which no penalty is affiled, and 
to which, with propriety, a penalty might be affixed, shall be finable at the 
discretion of the company, not exceeding one dollar. 

Art. XV". — Afi'E.OFRiATlorj of Fur*j>s. 

At the last stated meeting in every year, all unappropriated money shall 
be applied to such purposes as the majority of the Company may think 
proper. 

Art. XVI. — Expulsion of Members. 

It shall be in the power of the Company to expel any of its members, 
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at iiny of the stated meetings, by ballot, foi- impi'opor oonduot, not less 
thim two thirds of tho members present agreoiDg thereto ; and provided, 
also, that tho motion for expulsion be made one stated meeting previous to 
the one on which the ballot shall be taken. 

K E S O L V E i* . 

Resolved, That not less than twelve members shall form a quorum at 
stated meetings. 

Resolved, That five dollars each be tho fine for tho visiting committee 
for negleet of duty, unless a satisfactory excuse bo offered. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of every member, who removes from 
his former residence, to give notice thereof to the Secretary, with the 
number of the house and name of the street in whicli ho resides. 

OFFICEKS FOa THK YEAR 1S03. 

PHILIP TEN EYCK, President. 
EDWARD W. LAIGHT, Vice-President. 

Aako.n LEViT, Secretary. 



NAMES or THE MEJIBERS OF THE 51. A. BAG-COMPANY, 
and tkeir Places of Abode, Offices and Stores. 



Ardon, Richard 

Baehe, William 

Bailey, James. 

BeeliiDan, John K 

Blceckcr, Alexander 

Bleccker, John 

Bogert, J ohn G 

Bradford, John M 

Briuclterhuff, jr. , Abraham 

Brinckerholl', Peter 

Cammann,j_ Augustus F.. . 
Cammann, Peter A...... 

Colden, Cadwallader D.. . 

Cotton, J ames 

Craig, William 

Cruger, jr., Henry 



Pearl street I4T , 

Jay street : iWater street il20 

Coenties slip : 22 Greenwich street.. .'■ 31 

Robinson street. . . . ! 19 

Broadway ISO 

Water street | 12 

W.ater street 'l42 ' 

Liberty street 10G|Reekman slip \ 21 

■^^°"^*'^°' 1^, I Pearl street 



- South street ■ 27 



Pearl street 
> Cedar street 
Wall street... 



Greenwich street.. . 
Greenwich street . . 



Front street. 



74 



95 



I 
Front street ! 84 
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NAMES. 


STREETS. 


NO. 


STKEETS. 


NO. 


CuttiDg, William ,. ■> 

De Peyster, Nicholas 

Guilford, jr., Samuel 


Liberty street 

Pearl street 

William street 


1 

77 1 Wall street 

297 1 Pearl street 

126 Front street 

17 

62 

84 Front street 

44 

30 

59 

Wall street 

15 

Pearl street 

165 

35 South street 

3S 
3 William street 


39 

85 
76 


Heyer, Cornelius 


Broad street 

Broad street 

Wall street 

Wall street 

Pino street 

>Cortlandt street.. 

Gi'oonwich street. . . 

Water street 

William street 

Whitehall 


67 






Jones, jr. , Samuel 




Laight, Charles 

Laigbt, Edward W 

Laight, William 


2S 

ai3 


Ludlam James 

McDonald A. iM 


33 




?7 


Marstou, J ohn 


Cedar street 

Cortlaudt street... . 

Water street 

Beaver street 

i Broadway 

Water street 

Water street 

Water street 

Pearl street 

f Liberty street. . . 

Pearl street 

Roosevelt street. . . 

Beaver street 

Broad street 

William street 


34 'Water street 

361 

35lCoentiessliD 


ss 


Marston, jr., Thomas 


?4 


Morton, Washington 

Moses David 


5 

59 

46 
138 
35 

S2 

97 

190 

4 

21 

73 

34 

4 


Wall street .'',,.•■.. 

South street 

Coenties slip 

Front street 

Pearl street 

?outh street 




Moses, Moses L 


(,6 


Neilaon, James, H 

Phoenix, Alexander 

Phillips, Henry W 


33 
31 


Ricketts, G. R. A 

Ricketts, William 


105 


Roosevelt Cornelius I 

Rutgers, Harman G 

Snowden, Charles 

Stuyvesant, P. G 


145 
21 






6 CoCBtics slip 

28 Coenties slip 

14S 
*g ^Coenties slip 

67l 
ISOi 

] South street 

191 Pearl street 


11 


Swartwout, Henry, 

Ten Eyck, Philip 

Thorne Daniel 


Whitehall 

Pearl street 

Marketheld street. 
Greenwich street. . 
Maiden Lane 


29 
25 


Thorne, William 

Vandevoort, William L. . 


Watson, Ebenezer 

Wyckoff, Albert 


Carlisle street 

Pearl street 


30 
211 
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AN ALPHABETICAI, LIST OF STItliKTv 

Beaver street, 5, 21. 

Beekmau ellp, 21. 

Broad street, 62, 73, 84. 

Broadway, -1, 6, 59, ISO. 

Carlisle, street, 1. 

Cedar street, 30, 34. 

Cortlandt street, 15, 36. 

Coenties slip, 11, 22, 21, 2.5, 29, 31. 

Dey street, 17. 

Front street, 67, 76, 54, 1)5, 105. 

Greeuwich street, 31, 43, 48, 50, 165. 

Jay street. 

Liberty street, 77, 97, 106. 

Maiden lane, 67. 

Marketlield street, 16. 

Pearl street, 74, 80, 82, S5 115, 147, 143, 190, I9|, 211, 243, 217. 

Pine street, 59. 

Robinson street, 19. 

Roosevelt street, 4. 

South street, 21, 27, 30, 33. 

Stone street, 14. 

Wall street, 23, 30, 39, 44,59, 63. 

Water street, 12, 35, 46, 83, 120, 138, 142 

William street, 27, 34, 38, 126. 

Whitehall, 3, 2S. 

[The author is indebted to B. R, Wintbrop, Esq., for the foregoing 
copy, taken from the original printed pamphlet.] 




ONE OF THE OLDEST HOUSES IN THE CITY. 



Makcti 10, 1855. 

.Siii — The bouse, "No. 40 Cherry street, in connection ivith No. 42, being 
originally but oiio liouse, was occupied by tlie Latham family, from tbe 
year 1702 to 1(509, being 107 ycurs; fo that :U this time, a.d. 1855, the 
building nmst be at kust 153 years old I suppose it ivas built by the La- 
tham family, as they owned considerable land in the neighborhood of their 
dwelling as early as the commencement of the eighteenth century. Their 
property extended from Oak street to the East river, being about 100 feet 
in width; it was the last house in the city that had leaden window sashes. 
Cherry street took its name from its running through, or to a cherry 
orchard. Daniel Latham, who died about the year ISOO, at the advanced 
age of nearly 100 year?, built a frigate for the government, during the 
French war, called the war of 1756. Tho Lathams were ship builders of 
considerable note in their line. You are so familiar with the city that you 
need scarcely bo told that Cherry street is quite ancient, and that in it, 
some of the oldest bouses in the city are to be found. 

There are also some revolutionary associations connected with it, Joseph 
Smith, once a member of the LegislaturOj from this city, resided in the 
street, during tho whole or a part of the wor, and witnessed the prince, 
William Henry, afierward Williiim the Fourth, with jAdmiial Digby and 
tho other officers, on horseback, pa.>;s through this street some two or ibree 
times a week, to the ship yards at the upper end, to visit and inspect the 
vessels then being built. 

This old house, dilapidated and broken as it now appears, was occupied 
a part of the war, perhaps the whole of it by a general officer, where two 
sentinels mounted guard cverj' day. So you see what unimportant look- 
ing houses at the present day were then occupied by British generals. 

I am not aware that I can say any thing further that will interest 3-ou, if 
even this docs, but such as it iSj having been requested to do so, I send to 
you with ray best respects, having known you long, aud your conduct al- 
ways being such as to command my esteem. 

b. T. Valentine, Esq. R. K. M. 

The compiler of the Manual has taken the liberty to insert the above 
communication of his friend Richard E. Mount, Esq., and refers to the en- 
graving oa the opposite page as illustrating the present condition of the 
old Latham house. The personal recollections and traditionarj'^ informa- 
tion in tho possession of such venerable citizens as. Mr. Mount, are of great 
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iuterest in connection with events of the oUlcu time in thia city, and the 
compiler takes pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of eoutributions from 
such aourcea. 

The compilev ^voulil add, in relation to the origin of Clioiry street, that 
it appears by an old deed, made in 1C72, tbiit the heirs of Govcrt Looclior- 
man, sold at ;i.uction. (Thomas Delavall being the pui-ehaser, iit the price 
of between sixty and seventy dollarii) a lot on this island at tho ferry 
formerly belonging to Egbert Van Borsum, al.'^o a parcel of meadow 
with a slip of uphmd abutting thereto with tho south side on lots of Herry 
Bresier, with the north cast side on the "Ould Kill" (creek) with the south 
east aide upon the highway, along the East rivci', and with tho north-west 
side upon the highway, amounting to about seven acres." 

In the ynmo year Captain Delavall sold the property fn Klias Pudding- 
ton, sliip carpenter, by whom it was con\X'yed lo John Piij'ne, of Boston, 
reocrving " the orchard from the north end thereof iit the furtliermost piirt 
of the cherry trees, and so from thence to the river side, in the same form 
the said orchard now is limited and comprehended betwixt the said cherry 
trees, and the lot of Uevry Bresier." 

It would be difficult, at the present day, to recognize from the above dos- 
ciiption the property lying upon and north of Franklin square, but such it 
unquestionably was. The ''Ould Kill" referred to, was the stream leading 
throngh the marsh, which then covered Roosevelt and the adjacent streets. 

D. T. V. 
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FRANCIS ROMBUUTS, 

SCHEPEN, 1674. 

Alderaian 1673, '76, 77, '78, '86, and '87. 



TLis magistrate was a wealthy and successful meiubant, reaiding on De 
Heere straat, afterward the Broadway, leading from the English church 
down to the fort. This property, having a frontage of over one hundred 
feet and running bacU to the Hudson river, was sold by his son-in-law, 
Roger Brett, in 1713, at which time it was occupied by Lieut. Governor 
Clarke. 

The Rombout patent^ in Dutchess county, of which he was proprietor, 
extended from the Great Wappingers Creek, on the north, to a line near 
the mouth of the Fish Kills on the south, and from the Hudson river to a 
line midway between that river and the Connecticut boundary, aa appears 
from a map made by order of Major General Wm. Tryon,by Claude Joseph 
Saiithier, from actual surveys, deposited in the Patent Office, New York, 
and published by Wm. Fadden, January 1st, 1779. This property he gave 
to his daughter, Katharina, previous to his death, describing it as his lands 
in the Wappings. 

He was associated in business with Gelyn Verplanck, several suits atlaw 
being brought in the names of Francis Rombouts, and Gelyn Verplanck, 
extending over a period from 1667 to 1672. 

September 30th, 16S3, he married Helena Van Ball, widow, whose maiden 
name was Teller, by whom he had one only child, Katharina. 

The first mention which appears of this citizen upon the public records, 
is as juryman, in the case of Wm. Hallet vs. Jncrjues Cousscau, August 
22d, 1665. "We find him one of the Aldermen of the eity at the time of its 
recapturo by tlie Duhch under Colve, and ho was ouo of those nominated 
by the burghers, for election, in compliance with an order issued by the 
Council of War, dated, New Orange, August 15th, 1673, that the common- 
alty should assemble at the City Hall, and nominate six persons as Burgo- 
masters and fifteen as Schepens, to wit, from the wealthiest inhabitants, 
and those only who are of the Reformed Christian ileligion, from whom 
the Commanders of the Fleet and Council of "War shall elect some aa magis- 
trates. He was not however elected at that time; but the following year, 
August 20th. 1764, he was appointed Schepen, from double the number 
nominated for that of&ce. 
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Anthony Colve resigned the government to the hands of Sir Edmund 
Andi'osri, on his arrival, October 31st 1674. Under this administration 
Fiancif llombouts continued as Alderman during the years 1676, '77, and 
78, and in the year 1679 was appointed Mayor. 

Guv. Dongan, under whose administration he was Aldcrmiui, Iroui 1GS6, 
in liis report of 1687, recommends Francis Rombouts as one of the six per, 
sons more fit to supply the vacancy in the council. He continued iu office 
until the usui'pation of Leisler, when the Common Council elected by tho 
people having taken possession of the City Hall, September 29l.hj 1689, 
the Mayor and Council of the preceding year (under Dongan's admitjislra- 
tion) having held several meetings at the house of Ahlevman .iMerritt, 
oesenibled finally on the 7th October and immediately afterwards dispersed 
t^eplembcr 17th, 1790, he was appointed, by Lieut. Gov. Loisler, as one of 
the Board of Admiralty for the confiscation of vessels taken from the French 
and continued as sueh until the time of his death, which oceiinx-d t\ fcv: 
months afterward, ^arly in the year 1691. By his will he appointed a? 
guardians of the education, (and of the estate, in case of the ik'ath of his 
widow) of his daughter, his beloved friends Peter de La Noy, Samuel 
Staets and Paulus Richards, the former of whom was ihc first RLiyor ever 
elected by the people of Kew York, the second was couucU in the liigh 
Council, anJ the la^t was afterward Mayor. 

The dangliter married Roger Brett, at that time a morv.hunt in th:c! city, 
and a few years after her marriage, having rented thy iinii.-jc whji.-h wa.- 
built by ber father, removed with her husband to the Koniboitt Pniei't ni 
the Fi.«hKiU.^, making Dutchess county her permanent rc.-iilcKce until her 
deJitb, which occurred in the spring of 1764, at the advaii(..d iiire "f oi^ihty 
year?. She left two sons, from whom have descended a nnin".roii.-i I'ln^^^-iiy. 
Theodorus, Martin W. and Theodore F. Brett, at present cii;::i^i.;;r. d in 
mercantile pursuits in this city, being of the number. 



^'RECORDED FOR JOHANNES BURGER, 

THE 7th day of JUNE, ANNO DOHI. 1705. 

" Know all men by these presents that I, Joseph Dove, of Flushing, on 
the Island of Nassau, am holden and firmly bound unto Johannes Burger, 
of the City of New York, Victualler, in the penal sum of fitly pounds 
LawhiU money of New York, to be paid to the said Johannes Burger his 
certain Attorney Heirs Executors Administrators or assigns, for the ivhicli 
payment well and truly to be made I do hind myself, my Heiia Exetmtors 
Administrators, and every of them firmly by these presents, Sealed with my 
Seal, dated this twenty-first day of November in the third year of her Ma- 
jestys Reign, Anno Dom. 1704. The condition of this obligation is such, 
"Whereas the above bound Joseph Dove is now bound on a Privateering- 
Voyage in the Sloop Wheel of fortune. Cap' Abraham Van Lier, comau- 
der, and hath received of the above named Johannes Burger One Gun, one 
Pistol, one Cartridge Box, One Cutlace, four pounds of powder, Eight 
pounds of Lead, Eight Flints, Eleven pounds Tobacco, ten pipe.s. two Gal- 
lons of Rum, two Speckled Shirts, two pair of breeches, two frocks, 
two pair of Stockings, one pair of Pumps, One hatt, and fifteen shillins in 
money. Now if the above bound Joseph Dove, his heirs Executors Ad- 
m'" shall, if any booty be made and prises be taken into the soid Sloop 
during the whole voyage, pay att his Return unto the above named Johan- 
nes Burger, his certain attorney heirs Executors, Adm""^ Or assigns, tlie 
one full third part of a Man's share upon division of the booty to be made, 
and Return unto the said Johannes Burger, his Heirs Executors or Ad- 
m" the sum above named, then this present obligation to be void and of 
none effect, also to be and Remain in full force and virtue. Joseph 
Doff (Seale.) Sealed & Delivered in the presence of Jarvis Marshall, 
Abrah Gouverneur. Memorandum that on the seventh day of June Anno 
Dom, 1705, personally came before me William Poartree, Esq., jMayor of 
the city of New York, Jarvis Marshall and Abraham Gouverneur, Wit- 
nesses to the within written bond or obligation, and made Oath upon the 
holy Evangelists of Almighty God that they saw the within named Joseph 
Dove Seal and deliver the same, as his voluntary act and deed, to the use 
therein mentioned. Wm. Pcartrec." 
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Petition of the Prote-Hants of -V^ir York to E^ing JViliam III. 

Citty of Xew York ao December 1701. 

To the Kings mo^t Exc-:.le>t Majesty 

The humble Petition and address of ;Voar Majesties Protest- 
ant subjects in yoar plantation of Xew York in America. 
Most Dread Soveraign. 

Wq your M.ijesties Proccstant Subjects in youfPIantation of Xew York 
in America, having too many reiterated Information; of onr being calnm- 
Diatcd andmisrcprescntC'dt^J your Majesty, with heart? lull of grief. Loyal- 
ty, and the highest duty and regard to your Majesty liumbly pray the Free- 
dom to acquaint Your Majesty 

That ai soon a^ we kuewof your Majesties happy accession to the Crown, 
we entertained the joyfal tidings with heart.= full of alacrity blesMng" Al- 
mighty God for onr ^eat deliTerer. 

And, as we cannot still without Dread and Horror reflect upon the mine 
and calamities that were likely to swallow us up, when your Majesty 
brought us delirerance ; so we are influenced with a lively and grateful 
sense, that our religion and Liberties are in the greatest safety under your 
auspicious Reigo. 

^^'e do assure your Maj^ytbat the divisions and diSerence; that have 
happened amongst your subjects in this province were never grounded upon 
the interest of your Maj'^r, but the private corrupt dotigcs of some of the 
Pretenders to your !Maj^'«3 service who had laid bold of an opportunity to 
enrich themselves by the spoils of their Neighbours. 

The oppressions and hardships we underwent took an end by the arrivall 
of Your Government, and during the whole course of the late war, with 
Your Maj''" gracious assistance we chearfally sustained its burthen, some 
of us in our persons, and all of us by our purses, and by the fortunate in- 
fluence of Your Majti" Empire^ conserved this Your Colony entire from any 
conquest of tbc £nemy. 

Being conscious to ourselves of nothing more than an entire aiFection and 
faitbfiiil adherence to Your Maj'-es KoyaU person and interest, it was the 
greater surprise to find our selves by the late Earle of Bellomont without 
reason or colour tamed out of places in the Government, and those gene- 
rally filled with persons least qualified for their posts, & to add to our mLs^ 
fortune, and evideuce the injuries we have suffered, we find ourseives to be 
branded most unjustly with characters of disaffection and infarayj aULough 
with all dutiful submission we underwent the first, yet the latter as being 
an offenee to truth and toaching us in our good names, and the interest all 
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faithful! subjects ought to liavo in a just Prince, we cannot, hut be ex- 
tremely sensible of. 

\ our IMnjtiaa subjects could not at first foresee the ends design'd, but the 
measures taken were of that nature as to give us just iippvehension of 
evil, groat partiality in appointment of Officers, manifest corruption and 
injustice in all Elections, and that so open and barefaced, as the great- 
er number of people could not but see the destructive projections not 
less than the injurious means used to attain them, hoiug nothing else, 
hut abusing Your JMaj^'-^-B glorious name, and i\nder pretext of your Maj''^s 
service, by the Legislative power, to divest many of your Maj'i''^ good 
subjects of their just rights and possessions and to share and divide the 
same amongst themselves and their confederates, with many other sinister, 
indirect & unjust proceedings, easily to be proved, but too many to enume- 
rate at present to Your Majestie, thereby greatly offending Your Muj''" 
good subjects, and tending to render your Mnjtica Govern' in these parts 
scandalous, vile and cheap in the Eyes of your people; although these 
Methods had long since been determined, if they had not lately met with 
new supports. 

We humbly implore Your Maj^'*^« justice in releiving ua from these evils, 
and take this opportunity of assuring Your Maj'i« that amongst the vast 
numbers of mankind, who have willingly subjected themselves & taken 
shelter under Your Maj''" dominion, none are more heartily devoted to 
pray for your Maj'ic" long and prosperous Kcign over us, than V'our Majt*'-'* 
most obedient, most humble and most dutiful subjects and servants. 

W, NiooU N. Baijard 

John Hutching Brandt Schuijler 

Rob: White David Jamison Jr 

Matthew Ling Stephen Ue I^aneey 

liip Van Dam Tho : Wcnhani 

Benj Ashe Law: Rcadc 

John Livingston. Kob' Watts 

Abraham Santford, Hendrick Meslaer 

Earth : Le linux C. Wollcy 

P : White John Barberie 

J no Easford George .Stanton 

D.aniel Crommelin Kobert Anderson 

A. Morrisset Caleb Cooper 

James Spencer Tho : Uodrington 

Jeremiah Tothill Benj : Fancuil 

S. Morisset .In" CholwcU 

William Pdchardson The: Davenport 

Henry Coleman 3Iich : Christian 
The mark of O Carl Delleto Hugh Farquhar 

F. Vincent Nicholas Jaraain 
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APPENDIX, 



RATES OV vrirA£-r--.GS OF THE PORT OF XETT YOEK, A5 fc-'STAR'-iMi^L' 
THE /-KGISLArTRt: OF THE STATE OF ^£"A' YOEK, APEII- 9^rU, 1 rlo. 
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Lnvr- of the Stat, of _Vfic York, revised and ])a-iscd at llif Ti i- ti 
sixth .Sc5>!,n of the I^.i-'Mtun:, i'uL II, .SVc. 212, /v,-c 429.] 

For ever}- vessel nnder .>j tons, at the rate of. 
For every ship or V'is^el over 50 tons and tinder 1 

" 100 
•' 150 
" Z'-'l 
tt (i 2-50 " 

- 300 
" 350 

" 4.yj 

" 500 
" 550 

JKe" For cveiT- ship or ve=5c'i of fO J ton= and npwards, 12s cents in ad- 
dilion for every 3 1 tij.is, in addition to tho rate last mentioned, '■jl *T; j 
for ever^- day such 5hip or vessel shall use, or be made fiist to any of tlie 
wharves in the citv of New York. 





J J ■ 


[«?r Jay 


r:: tons. 


. C2; 


" 


].K '•' 


75 


'■ 


200 " 


-Tn 


-' 


250 " 


1 Oj 


" 


.300 •■ 


1 12; 




350 ■' 


1 2-: 


'• 


■Vs'J " 


1 375 


" 


450 « 


1 50 




S'jO '■ 


1 (2- 




5.50 " 


1 75 




eoj '- 


1 i'z 





*' Ever.- ship or other res^l which shall make fist to any other ship or 
vessel that shall be fasteocd to any wharf, aod beic^ so fa^teDcd, shall 
loadj miload or careen, shall pny the one-half of the rate of vrharfage such 
ship or v.j£=il wonld have been liable to par, if faitened to sncb wharf, and 
there loaded, nnloaded or careened." Si ■. , 215. 
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CITY OF NBAV YORK, PROSPECTIVELY. 

With regard to the future growth of the city of New York, the pro- 
bahility is, that no safer criterion can be taken than the past affords. 

The population in 1S25 is recorded as 166,086, that>f 1835, as 270,089; 
in 1845, 371,223; and that of 1855, as 629,810; the average gain during 
this period of 30 years, has been 56^ per cent, for every 10 years. Assum- 
ing this as data for the ensuing 30 years, the population in 1865 will bo 
985,652, in 1875 it will be 1,542,545, and in 1883 it will have reached the 
enormous sum of 2,414 082. 

So far as population in the city of New York is concerned, we may as 
well stop at the last calculation and time, for the city of New York will 
be full before that time. 

Assuming that the 58,000 people residing above Fortieth street, in 1855, 
could be accommodated on the vacant property below that street, and that 
the average line of population below Fortieth street was about Leonard 
street, in proportion to the width of city, the present population would be 
contained in three miles of the island, lengthwise; and the increase calcu- 
lated by 1863, would densely fill to Seventy-fourth street; and that to the 
year 1875, up to One hundred and twenty-seventh street, where the island 
commences narrowing rapidly; while the increase estimated from 1S75 to 
1885 would require as great a width of island as exists below One hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh street, and from One hundred and twenty-seventh 
street to Kingsbridge; but such capacity does not exist, neither ia any 
allowanco made for parks, reservoirs, or space untenanted in greater pro- 
portion than exists below Fortieth street, while the Central park and 
Reservoir alone, will occupy a space almost equal to the area of that por- 
tion of the city which lies north of One hundred and fifty-fifth street; and 
the calculation is made on the assumption that the land above Fortieth 
street is susceptible of accommodating as many residents to the acre as 
that below is, which ia not the case; as much land in the upper part of the 
city, by its natural formation, is incapable of being so densely built on 
as the lower part of the city is. 

The fair presumption, therefore, is, that before the year 1880 arrives, the 
city of New York will be fully populated, and contain about two millions 
of inhabitants; and this opinion is given with greater confidence, from the 
fact that the counties of Kings, Queens, Richmond and Westchester have, 
unitedly increased during the past tea years, in a ratio but little less than 
that of New York, and are not likely during the years to come, to draw 
off from this city, so largo a proportion of the population as they have 
heretofore; because their limits of population have already been so far ex- 
tended as to create a distance in time from business in New York, almost 
as great as will be likely to exist from the remote parts of this island. 

What aspect the city of New York will present in the year ISSO it is 
impossible to define, but reasoning from analogy, and from an intimate 
geographical knowledge of the island, the probability is, that wharves and 
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commerce will border the city, on the west side, from the Battery to Spuy- 
ten Duyvil creek, and on the East rirer, from the Battery to Fifty-fourth 
street; wharves for domestic trade, will prohahly exist from Eighty-sixth 
street to near One hundred and thirtieth street on the Harlem river, but 
the channel is too narrow, and the water too deep, and the shores too bold, 
from Fifty-fourth to Eighty-sixth street, to permit the construction of 
more than occasional landings between those points; while in the Harlem 
river the channel is too narrow and insufficient for an extended commerce. 
Manufactories and commerce will probably occupy most of the space be- 
tween the river and a distance of about 2,000 feet from it, along the North 
river nearly up to Fort Washington Heights, and along the East river to 
near Fifty-fourth street. The centre of the island around the Central 
park, if that undertaking is consummated, will be filled with the residences 
of the wealthier class of citizens; while the belt around them, and extend- 
ing over Harlem plains, between commerce and Wealth, will be filled with 
manufacturing and producing classes. North ©f One hundred and fifty- 
fifth street, with the exception of a strip along the shore of the North river, 
probably averaging 1,000 feet wide, and devoted to commerce, the forma- 
tion of the land is such, that it will probably be only used for suburban 
residences of the wealthier classes. 

In addition to occupying the shores of the rivers as mentioned, commerce, 
domestic and foreign, will probably require, before the year ISSO, almost 
the entire portion of the city south of Union square; and the centre of busi- 
ness be near Canal street and Broadway; what means will be found 
necessary and useful to concentrate the teeming millions, in and surround- 
ing the city, at or near this centre of business each morning, and trans- 
port them to their homes at evening, is a matter of conjecture, as also the 
means to be employed in transporting persons and merchandise over so 
great a distance of business frontage as our wharves will present. 

To approach the centre of commerce with the greatest rapidity and cer- 
tainty will and must be the great object of all . Ferries are already found 
inadequate to transport the numbers living around and out of the city, and 
flocking hither daily, and when over four times their number seek this 
common centre of trade of the United States, in its insular position, 
bridges appear to be the only resource; that these may be built across the 
East river at several points, no doubt exists; starting from near the Brook- 
lyn City hallj and raising in grade toward the East river, at Fulton feri-y, 
an altitude of 200 feet above the river could be obtained, and crossing tho 
East river at Fulton ferry, an altitude of 200 feet above the river could be 
obtained, and crossing the river at that level, with not exceeding two piers 
in the river, which would not impede navigation as much as one set of ferrj' 
boats does, and thence descending to near the Hospital in Broadway, by a 
continuous suspension bridge, traversed by railway cars, stopping only at 
the termini of the bridge, and moved by stationery. power, many thousands 
could be transferred each way, hourly in addition to those who would 
cross on foot, or iu private oonveyancea, 
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Similar constructions could be made from Williamsburgli and at Ravens- 
wood, the latter spanning eacli channel along Blackwell's island, with only 
land piers. 

What means may be adopted to facilitate intercourse with our sister 
state of New Jersey it is more impossible to foretell. The mighty west, 
with its boundless wealth of produce and manufactures, seeking markets in 
all parts of the civilized world will probably pour so large a stream of traflBc 
over the railroads leading to the metropolis of the western hemisphere, as 
to require a bridge to bear it across the noble Hudson; this could be ac- 
complished by approaching the river near Fort Lee, at an elevation of 
about 200 feet above tide level, and building three piers in the river to 
carry a suspension bridge across to Fort Washington heights, from whence 
to the lower part of the city, a descending grade could be obtained, so as 
reach the wharves and branch to either river. 

Below this point, the width of the Hudson being greater, and the shores 
lower, it is improbable that bridges will be built, but subaqueous communi- 
cation may be made by means of metal tunnels, sunk on and into the bed 
of the river, with sufficient depth of water above them, for the passage of 
all vessels . 

This island will probably be encircled and crossed in various directions 
with railways, for the speedy transit of passengers in all directions, and 
within half a century, present a spectacle unequalled in any period of the 
history of the world — a city in itself, with over two millions of inhabitants^ 
the seat of commerce of the world; surrounded by at least three or four 
millions more of people, dependent on or contributing to her wealth and 
business. 

The geographical position of the city of New York, is such, that wealth 
and trade must centre in it; that the rivers at her wharves, must bear the 
mercantile marine of the world, that her merchants must, in the city, trans- 
act the business, and the shores opposite be occupied and fully used for 
ship building, manufactories, storage, and other accessories of commerce. 

The subject of harbor improvements, is one which will naturally excite 
attention; in view of the vast extent of commerce to which we are to look 
forward, and in this connection, the enlargement of channels from the sea, 
to receive the enormous vessels which are now constructed and still greater 
in contemplation, both in Europe and this country; the protection of the 
channels in the inner harbor, and in the rivers, against encroachments; 
the opening of a safe ship channel to communicate with Long Island Sound 
(which some have supposed will eventually be a safe and commodious 
means of access to our port) and which may perhaps be effectuated by a 
change of the land marks, and natural obstructions presented at Hell 
gate; all these and many more kindred topics of remark furnish an ample 
fund of consideration for those whose thoughts are turned towards the 
future, and who view, in anticipation, the greatness of our city, and of the 
consequent changes and improvements required to meet the exigencies in 
prospective . 
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THE PARK AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD IN FORMER TIMES. 



The " Vlaolite,"or "Flat," " Socond Plains," " Commons," "Fields," 
by which name the present Park has been known at different periods, was 
originally the common grazing place of the cattle belonging to the citizens 
of New Amsterdam. Following the plan of European villages, this place 
was left open to the public use, and is probably the first recognized public 
property on this island. Its jurisdiction and proprietorship thus tacitly 
fell to the people, and it has, in its subsequent history, been the scene of 
some of the most important political demonstrations ever witnessed. While 
the island was yet in the possession of the Indians, it has been surmised 
that their village was situated on this spot . There is no account, we 
believe, in our historical records, of the precise locality at which the tribe 
known as the Manhattans resided, but judging from what has been re- 
ceived as undoubted evidence of the establishment of an Indian village, 
namely, the mixture of shells with the upland soil, this spot has been 
either the site of, or in the immediate vicinity of a large Indian village at 
some period more or less remote. When it came under the dominion of 
the Dutch, and its war paths were brought down to the more domestic 
purposes of cattle walks, it came under the general superintendence of a 
herdsman whose business was, for a certain stipend from each family, to 
perambulate the village of New Amsterdam and blow upon his horn a note 
of invitation at the garden gates of the inhabitants, whose cows being let 
out joined the common drove and were driven through the romantic val- 
ley road now called Maiden lane, and having arrived at the common pas- 
ture were restrained from more distant perambulations by the watchful 
herdsman . 

And in that manner, and to those uses was the " Vlachte" appropriated 
for many years. Afterward it became subject to less innocent and peace- 
ful uses . It saw the warlike parade of the Dutch soldiery on training 
days. It witnessed the formation of a battle array under Captain Colve, 
destined to the capture of the city. It became the place of popular meet- 
ings for all sorts of purposes, among which were the holiday festivals of 
the English period, such as their Majesty's birthday, the anniversary of 
the discovery of the gunpowder plot, &e. It witnessed bonfires and illu- 
minations, militia trainings, executions, burnings in efiigy, and tumul- 
tuous meetings of Liberty Boys before the Revolution. 

We see by the engraving on the opposite page its condition in the year 
17.12, a little over an hundred years after the settlement of the island. 
We observe at this period, that the population of the town was encroach- 
ing on its lower borders, and that streets were then laid out as far up aa 
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the present Spruce street, but the commou was still uninclosed from the 
public highways, as indeed it remaiaed for many subeequcut years. 

As an epitome of public acts relating to the Commons, the King's Farm 
and to the Fresh Water Pond, until the space now occupied by the Park 
was inclosed by a picket fence, and the present City Hall erected, we pre- 
sent the following abstracts of resolutions and ordinances from the Com- 
mon Council records : 

fio Holes to l>e duj; In tho Commons. 

1731. — It is enacted, that " if any person or persons whatsoever within 
this city or liberties thereof shall, at any time hereafter, dig any holes in 
the Commons of this city on tho south side of the Fresh Water, or take or 
carry away any earth or mould, or shall cut, take, or carry away any sods 
or turf off any part of said Commons, he shall suffer a fine of forty shil- 
lings." 

Law effalnAt tafclnc: Fish In Frcsli Water Pond, In any other way except 

1734. — Be it ordained, that " if any person or persons whatsoever do, 
from henceforth, presume to put, place or cast into the pond, commonly 
called Fresh Water Pond, belonging to this Corporation, any hoop-net, 
draw-net, purse-net, casting-net, cod-net, hley-net, or any other net or 
nets whatsoever, and shall take and catch any of the fish within the said 
pond therewith, or by any other engine, machine, arts, ways or means 
whatsoever, other than by angling with angle-rod, hook and lino only, 
every person so offending against the tenor of this law, shall, for every 
offence forfeit and pay tho sum of twenty shillings current money." 

Owners of Brick-kilns on the Commons in 1748. 
1742. — Joseph Paulding, Cornelius Cozine, Charles Dobbs and Abraham 
Paulding, Jacobus Ryckman, William Wood. 

Keapectinflr the Tanners on the borders of Fresh Water Fond. 

1745. — Ordered, That the tanners who have, and shall hereafter dig 
pits at the Fresh "Water for the benefit of water, may in future enjoy the 
benefit thereof, and no one shall deprive them thereof. 

The building of the Powder-house on tho Island in the Fresli AVnter 
Pond. 

1747.— The Recorder acquainted the Board that it is the opinion of tho 
Governor and Council, and the Committee of tho Assembly, that the hol- 
low near the poor-house is the most proper place for building the maga- 
zine, and this Board considering the same, agree to the magazine being 
built there, provided the Corporation have the appointment of the keeper, 
and the benefit of the storage of all the powder there belonging to private 
persons. 
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Tho Conuuoiu hired out for Brlck*klln6. 

1751 Ordered, A committee to inqaire " what rents are due from the 

brick-makers for brtck kilns made on tho Commons of this city, and de- 
mand the same; and that they also have power to treat with and agree 
for the leasing of such parts of the said Commons for the making of brick 
kilns, as to them shall seem meet." 

The XcffFO Supial-ffround and Fot>hoiific. 

1753.— Petition of John Teller, Jacobus Stoutenburg and Mary Van 
Vlack, in behalf of themselves and others, praying that a grant of some 
lands belonging to this Corporation, in exchange for the negro burying 
ground; as also for a small slip of land on which a pot-house, &c., are 
built. Consideration deferred. 

Renioval «f the Coinmou Gallovrs from the lower cud of the prcBcnt 
Park to the presest vicinity of the Five Points. 

1756. — A committee appointed to remove the gallows from whore it now 
stands to the place where the negroes were burnt some five years ago, at 
th« foot of the hill called Catiemuts' Hill, near the Fresh Water. 

Poor-house Burlal-crround on eito of present City Hall. 
1757. — A small piece of the ground " of the length of two boards," to 
the eastward of the work-house fence, ordered to be inclosed for a burial 
place for the poor of said work-house. 

The buUdlnii: of the Xew Gaol, (present Unll of Kccords.) 

1757. — Committee appointed to superintend and purchase materials 
for the new gaol, and to proceed with all speed in completing the same. 

The erection of Barracks in tho time of the Old French War, alone 
the present Chambers street. 

1757. — The committee appointed to confer with carpenters respecting 
the building of barracks, report the following resolution, viz: That the 
said building be forthwith carried on under the direction and inspection of 
the above-mentioned committee, who are hereby empowered to treat with 
such persons, and provide such materials for the carrying on and com- 
pleting said work as they shall judge proper; and further ordered, that the 
said building contain twenty rooms on a floor, two stories high, to be 
twenty-one feet square, four hundred and twenty feet long, and twenty-one 
feet wide, to be built on some of the common lands of the Corporation to 
the southward of Fresh Water, between the new gaol-house and the house 
of Catiemuts. 

Place of the Brick Tards alonj; present Chatham street, then the Ulffh 
Koad to Boston. 

1759— A Committee appointed to " lay out in lots some ground belong- 
ing to this Corporation, which lie between tho new gaol-house, and the 



179 

house commonly called ' Catiemuta;' " (present south-west corner of Pearl 
and Chatham streets.) 

3d April, 1759. This being the day appointed for farming, by public 
outcry, several lots belonging to this Corporation, which lie between the 
gaol-house and the house of Thomas Brown, near the palisades; four 
of the same were let, three to Joseph Paulding, and one to William Cope- 
land.* 



The Land In Vicinity of the N'esro Burlal-ffround. 

1760 — Henry Van Vleck, merchant, attending the Board in behalf of his 
sisters Sarah and Eve Van Vleek, and proposed the leasing of three lots of 
ground contiguous and adjoining to the Negroes' Burying-plaoe ,t on part 
of which said lots their father built a pot-house, pot-oven, and sunk a well, 
supposing at that time the said lands were his property, whereupon this 
Board, having taken the same into their consideration, resolved to lease 
the same to said Sarah and Eve Van Vleck, and for nineteen years and six 
months, at forty shillings rent for each lot of twenty-five by one hundred 
feet. 

Extension of Broadway throueh the Commons. 

1760 — Mr. Marschalk, one of the City Surveyors, produced to this Board 
the draft or plan of a road which he hath lately laid out by direction of 
this Corporation, viz; Beginning from the Spring Garden house, t where 
the street now is of the breadth of eighty-two feet six inches, and extend- 
iyg from thence north thirty-seven degrees, east thirty minutes, until it 
comes to the ground of the late widow Rutgers, leaving the street thereof 
fifty feet in breadth, which is approved of by this Board, and ordered that 
the same be recorded in such manner accordingly. 



The Elne's Form. 

1761— Trinity Church released their claim to several streets in thoir land 
commonly called the " King's Farm,'* lying north of the present St. Paul's 
Church. 

Place for Fitch, etc., on Commons. 
1762 — A certain place appropriated near to the house of Elias De Grusha, 
near the Negroes' Burial-place, for the reception of pitch, tar, turpentine, 
and shingles, and ordered that no such articles be kept in any other place 
south of Fresh "Water. 



* For brick yards. 

t The Negroes' Burial-ground, was situated near Stewart's marble store on Broad - 
way. 
J Present site of Astor House. 
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Whlpplnff Post, Stocky Gaso and Flllorr. 

1764— Ordered that the Committee of the new gaol have power to cause 
to be erected opposite the said new gaol, a public whipping post, stocks, 
cage and pillory, in such manner as they shall think proper. 

Jaueway's Farm on prcnent Cliatham street. 
1765 — Petition of George Janeway, carpenter, setting forth that he is 
entitled to a lot of ground lying on the south-west side of the Fresh water, 
and the east-south-east side of the Kalk-hook, which adjoins the land of 
this Corporation, and gives notice that ho is de?irons of a surrey. 

Tlie Brick Cburcli on present Beekmnn and Nassau streets. 
1766 — Petition of the Ministers, Elders, Deacons, Trustees, Communi- 
eants , and other members of the English Presbyterian Church of the city 
of New York, setting forth, among other things, that they are possessed 
of a spacious and convenient edifice for the public service of Almighty God, 
and the administration of Divine Ordinances, according to their wholesome 
and approved form of discipline and worship; yet, by their great and con- 
tinued growth, that building is rendered altogether incapable of containing 
the Congregation; and the Cemetery too small for the decent interment of 
the dead; and therefore praying that this Board would take their extreme 
necessities into their serious consideration, and grant to them the angular 
lot adjoining the ground lately called the Vine-yard, and to the Green, 
for the erection of a new church with an additional lot suitable for a cem- 
etery. Granted at a rent of £40 per annum. 

The proposed J>utch Reformed Burial-sround on present Pearl, WlUlam 
and £oso streets, 
1766 — Petition of the Ministers, Elders and Deacons of the Reformed 
Protestant Dutch Church of the city of New York, was preferred to this 
Board, setting forth that their predecessors have, for near a century past, 
made use of the cemetery church -yard adjoining to the old Dutch Church 
for the burying their dead, which, from the length of time and the con- 
tracted limits of the ground, is now so full of dead bodies that it is hardly 
possible to open the ground for a grave without digging up some of the 
corpses there interred, a circumstance very disagreeable and indecent; and 
therefore praying that this Board would be pleased to grant unto them and 
their successors forever, a certain piece of ground in the Commons, con- 
tiguous to Mr. Cuyler's Sugar-house, the east end of which fronts the 
main road that leads to Fresh Water, upon which it is ordered that this 
Board will grant to the petitioners the aforesaid piece of ground, contain- 
ing twenty-eight lots, ten of which front northerly to Queen street,* eight 
others easterly and southerly upon Thomas street,! and ten others fronting 



* Present Pearl street. 
t Present WlUlam street 
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westerly upon George street,* some larger and some smaller, and that such 
grant be to the petitioners and their suoeosaors forever, under the rent of 
£70, to be paid annually. 

Beeulatloii of MurroyTitreet. 

1768 — Petition of several inhabitants, living in and near Murray street, 
that the same might be regulated; whereupon it is ordered that the same 
be regulated by the Committee for regulating the Bevenil public streets, in 
the West Ward. 

Value ot Land on tho ** Kaloh-hook," present Broadway, near Pearl street. 

1769 — William P. Smith produced deed to the Corporation of ten-twelfths 
of a lot 24S feet square, situated to the northward of the " Common-field" 
of this city, near the Fresh Water, bounded on the west by Broadway, and 
on the east, north and south sides by Corporation lands, for which lot this 
Board has agreed to pay Mr. Smith ^£1,713, and such payment is thereupon 
ordered. 

The City Hospital In Contemplation. 

1771 — The institution of a public infirmary or hospital within this city, 
being not only a laudable but useful undertaking, this Board being willing 
to encourage the same, have agreed to grant all the right and interest they 
have in and to the westermost half of the lot formerly belonging to John 
Harris, deceased, but now to this Corporation, containing i> breadth in 
front on the Commons 124 feet, and in length 248 feet for the purpose of 
building the said hospital. 

1772— The Governors of the New York Hospital, having purchased a 
more suitable site for their building than that offered them by the Corpo- 
ration, petition for a grant of money in lieu of the land proposed to be 
given; whereupon £1,000 is voted. 

Remilatlon of tlie Streets on the " KInic's Farm." 

1773— The major part of the Committee appointed to regulate the 
streets in the vioinity of the College, made their report in substance as 
follows: We, the subscribers, having had Murrays street leveled, from the 
head of it down to a corner house, now occupied by Mathew, a baker, 
making a descent of two inches for every foot. We have also had Robin- 
son street leveled, from the head of it, at Merselis' house, to the College 
gate. We have also had Warren street leveled, from the head of it at 
Cox's Tavern corner, down to Samuel Francis' house. 

The Bridewell. 
1774 — Plan of a Bridewell advertised for. In 1775 they adopted one 
famished by Theophilus Hardenbrook, and a Committee appointed to 



• Present Rose street. 
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carry out the plan, (afterward erected in tlie present Park, on the Broad- 
way side of the City Hall— demolished a few years since.) 

Chatham Street Xained. 
1774.— Ordered that the street, heginning at the house of Andrew 
Hopper, nearly opposite St. Paul's Church, and leading to Fresh Water, be 
called Chatham street. 

The First "^Tater Works." 

1774. — The proposal of Christopher CoUes, heretofore preferred to this 
Board respecting the building of a Reservoir and the conveyance of fresh 
water through the city, being under consideration, it was resolved that it 
be carried into execution. 

Messrs. Augustus and Frederick Van Cortland offered to convey to the 
Corporation sufficient ground, fronting Great George street, (now Broad- 
way, above Chambers street,) as might be necessary for the Keservoir, at 
the rate of jE600 per acre, which being thought reasonable, it was resolved 
to purchase the same, provided that upon sinking a well there, the water 
should be found of good quality. 

Having subsequently tried the experiment of digging a well, and judg- 
ing the water to be of a very good quality, the Corporation resolved to 
carry out the plan , and to issue notes to the amount of i;2,500, to be drawn 
up in the following sums, 4,000 of sixpence, (iElOO,) 4,000 of one shilling 
each, (£200,) 4,000 of two shillings (£400,) 4,000 of four shillings, (£800,) 
and 2,500 of eight shillings, (£1,000;) and Mr. Colics was directed to 
enlarge the well and go on with the work. 

The Board soon after entered into a contract with parties at Albany for 
60,000 feet of pitch-pine timber, for the making of pipes for the water 
works, for the ! am of £1,250. The land purchased for the purpose, (about 
two acres,) was paid for. The sum of ^£1, 000 was advanced to CoUes in 
1774, and in 1775 £600. In January, 1776, the Board allowed Mr. Colics 
iElO per month toward his support. In March, 1776, new notes, to the 
amount of £2,000, were issued toward defraying the expense of the water 
works. The works were completed about April, 1776, and Mr. CoUes was 
appointed to take charge of them, at £6 per month. This Reservoir stood 
on the present east side of Broadway, between Pearl and White streets. 



PEOGEESS OP THE PAEK, COLLECT (OE IRESH WATER POND,) 

SWAMP, BEOADWAY AND ADJACENT PAETS, FOR YEARS 

AFTEE THE EEVOLDTIONAEY WAR. 

The Place of Execution removed from Tryon Row to a loealltr in tho 
present Park, between the City- Hall and Hall of Records. 

1784 — On reading the petition of a number of inhabitants in Chatham 

street and Tryon Kow, praying that the building lately erected for the 
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execution of criminals may not be erected near their houses, it was ordered 
that the said building be removed, and placed between and on a range 
with the Alms-bouse and Gaol. 

It l» propoisd to loy out streets nenr the Ealch>hool£( or in tbo Ticlulty 
of the present Keade and Duane strceti. 

1784.— Petition of Heory Kipp and others, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed for laying out streets near the Kalch-hook, was read, and a Com- 
mittee appointed accordingly. 



The ** Upper Barracksi" olons Chambers strceti In the reap of the present 
Park, leased to famlUost 

1784. — A petition of sundry persona residing in and occupying the upper 
barracks, prayings leases for the same, was read, and the considt;ration 
thereof postponed. Afterward assented to. 



Tho old Fowder Mnffazlnei (on the Island In €oUeot Pondi) discontinued. 

1785.— The old Powder Magazine was discontinued, and a new one 
ordered to bo erected at Inclaubergb. 

A Claimant presents himself for a part of the cronnd nithln the 
present Park. 

1785. — A petition of Isaac Sears, relative to his right to part of the 
ground whereon the Bridewell is erected, was read and referred to a Com- 
mittee. This petition set forth that by certain Indentures, duly made by 
Thomas Arden and wife, dated the 2d and 3d days of February, 1770, ho 
became and still stood seized in fee simple of the share of said Ardcn, in 
that piece of ground bounded westerly, in front, by Broadway, southerly 
by the Green commonly called the "Fields," easterly by the ground be- 
longing to the Corporation and occupied with the poor-houso, and north- 
erly by other ground of the said Corporation. Of which piece of land 
John Harris the elder wag seized at the time of his death; that the said 
petitioner actually paid for the said piece of ground the sum of Eighty 
Pounds. That the Bridewell was afterward erected on part of the said 
ground; and offered to release his claim upon payment of said cousideration 
money, with lawful interest; which proposition was accepted by the 
Corporation* 

A Proposition* for the first timet made to Inclose the land now known 
as the Park. 

June, 1785. — A plan of the Commissioners of the Alms-house for inclos- 
ing the ground commonly called the l^ields, was presented to the Board for 
their approval, which was approved, if it could be done without cjcpensc to. 
the Corporation - 

19 
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Canccrnlne the Brldee at tUponard'e Ueadowi, (acroM the pruent Canal 
ttreet, at fireeimlch street.) 

1786 A Committee appointed to examine the bridge near Mr. Lispen- 

ard'a, represented to be much out of repair, 

Ordered that the Alderman and Assistant of the Out Ward direct the 
bridge at Mr. Lispenard's to be rebuilt, (if necessary,) of stone. 

The present City Hall Place first rceulated. 

17a6. — A Committee appointed to regulate Augustus street. 

EncroachmentB on the Fresli TYater Pond, or Collect. 

1737. — It being represented to the Board that encroachments were daily 
made on the Fresh Water Pond, and that filth and dirt were thrown into 
it by persons residing there. Ordered that a Committee examine into the 
matter and report to the Board. 

Bcfflnnlni; to ImprOTO the Park. 

1787. — Ordered, That the paupers in the Alms-house be employed in col- 
lecting street dirt, and spreading it on the Commons in front ot the Alms- 
house, to manure the ground and prepare it for grass-seed. 

The CoUeet Pond surreyed, and a Blasrani of the Streets to be laid ont 
In that vicinity prepared. 

1790 Ordered, A Committee to cause a survey to be made of the ancient 

bounds of the Fresh Water Pond, and report the same to the Board. 

1790. — The Committee appointed delivered in a survey for the several 
streets in the vicinity of Fresh Water, which was ordered to be filed. 

The BnrraeLs to be sold, and the Old building removed. 

1790 Ordered, That the Treasurer be directed to sell, in manner most 

advantageous, on or before the 20th April next, the building situated in 
the rear of the Alms-house, formerly occupied as barracks. The purchaser 
to remove all the materials by the first day of June next. 

The SldC'Walks of Broadway first Paved, from Tcsey to Murray street. 
1790. — The Street Committee reported in favor of laying a foot-walk, 
paved with brick or flat stone, on west side of Great George street, (Broad- 
way,) from Vesey street to Murray street, and on the opposite side; the 
same to be laid along the Bridewell fence. 

A Claim of Title to the Fresh Water Pond purchased by the Corporation. 

1791. — The Committee on the subject of the Fresh Water Pond made a 

verbal report, whereupon it was resolved to be expedient to purchase the 

right of the representatives of Anthony Rutgers, deceased, to the said pond 
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for the sum of 43150, at which price it might be obtained; and the same 
Committee were authorized to treat for the purchase of the slip of meadoTV 
on the north-west side of the pond, which the Board also thought it expe- 
dient to purchase. The purchase of the soil under water was soon after 
consummated. 

The Park flrHt Inclosed, Ly n Post and Kntl fence. 

1792. — The Street Committee reported that they had procured a quan- 
tity of posts and rails for the purpose of inclosing the pasture in the Com? 
mon lands for the cows of the Alms-house. (This pasture was some 
distance in the upper part of the island.) And proposed that the said 
posts and rails should be used for the present to inclose the fields in front 
of the Alms-house, to protect the trees to be planted there this fall. 

The Collect or Freali Water Fond staked. 

1792. — Ordered, That Mr. Carmer he added to the committee appointed 
to treat with the executors of Mrs. Bai-clay, deceased, as to the purchas- 
ing of the meadow lying between the Corporation lot and the Fresh 
Water Pond; and that the said committee purchase so much of the said 
meadow as they shall deem expedient; and that they direct the Fresh 
Water Pond to be staked off so as to prevent encroachments thereon. 

Another Survey In vicinity of the Pond. 

1793. — Ordered, That a survey be made of the land and meadows at 
and about the Fresh Water Pond, with the streets which maybe neces- 
sary marked thereon. 

The Old Alms-house, on the site of the present City llall, proposed to 
be obandoned and a new buUdinir to be erected. 

1794. — The Board proceeded to the consideration of the subjeot of the 
Alms-house, and it was determined that the existing buildings were be- 
come unfit for the accommodation of the poor, being in a ruinous condition, 
whereupon it was resolved to apply to the legislature for leave to estab- 
lish a lottery for the raising of $10,000, to defray the expense of erecting 
a new building. 

Proposition to dl^ out Broadway, north of the present Duane street. 
1795. — A petition for digging out the Broadway, north of Barclay street, 
agreeable to its regulation, was referred. 

A Canal on the line of the present Canal street proposed. 
1796.— Ordered, That the Committee on tho subjeot of a canal from the 
Fresh Water Pond to the Hudson river, be instructed to confer with th^ 
proprietors of the Swamp for the obtaining such parts thereof as may be 
required to make the said canal of the breadth of forty feet, and a street 
on each »ide of the breadth pf thirty feet . 
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site of the new Almt-Iioiiso selected In tbe present Park> aloni; the 
south line of Chnmbers street. 

1796.— It was resolved, that the new Alms-house he erected on the rear 
of the ground of the old Alms-house. The plan of the building was- 
adopted about the same time. 

Concerning the proposed Cnnnl. 

1796.— A Committee appointed to confer with the proprietors of the 
ground through which the contemplated canal is to pass, from the Fresh 
Water Pond into Hudson river. 

A eteat Dock for SUpptne proposed to be made in the Fresh Water 
Fond. 

1796.— A project or proposal of Mons. Mangin and Brother, engineers, 
for making a dock or basin in the low grounds at the Fresh Water Pond, 
as a safe harbor for shipping, and to drain and carry off the water from 
that quarter into the rivers, was read and ordered to be taken into con- 
sideration, with the subject of the contemplated, canal from the Fresh 
Water Pond into Hudson river. 

The Xew Alms-houso occupied and the Old one removed* 

1797. — Ordcrcdj That the paupers be removed from the old into the new 
Alms-house. 

1797. — Ordered, that Mr. Harsen take order for the taking down of 
the old Alms-house . 



The Island In the Pond surveyed. 

1797. — Ordered, That the ground belonging to the Corporation in the 
vicinity of the old Powder Magazine be .surveyed and staked out, and that 
the same he filled up to a proper height . 



The Grade of Broadway, from the present Duane street to Conal street, 
established. 

1797. — The regulation of Broadway and the intersecting streets, from 
Barclay street (now Duane street,) to the arched bridge, (across the 
drain now known as Canal street.) By this regulation, Broadway re- 
quired digging down at Magazine street, (now Pearl street,) to the depth 
of four feet nine inches from the natural elevation of the soil. At the 
intersection of the present Leonard street, it required digging down to the 
depth of fifteen feet six inches; thence by the regulation it was to descend 
by a gradual descent to the arched bridge; but the hill through which it 
was cut increased in height above J^eonard street, so that at a distance of 
five hundred and twenty-five feet above Leonard street, the cutting had 
increased in depth to twenty-two feet ten inches . This was the highest 
point, and thence the natural hill descended somewhat steeply to the mea- 
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dow; tbe line of Broadway, through tho meadow, required raising seven 
inches. Tbe arched bridge was ten feet seven inches above tbe surface of 
the meadow. The digging was commenced within a year or two subse- 
quent to tbe above date. 

standing Water in the Meadow*. 

1798. — A letter from the Health Commissioners was read, representing 
that the swamp or meadow between the Fresh Water Pond and Hudson 
river is overflowed with standing water, and requires immediate measures 
for draining it. Ordered that it be attended to. 

The Manliattan Compaii7 eclcctlnff a Site for their Hescrvoir. 
1799. — The Manhattan Company addressed tho Corporation the follow- 
ing queries; 1st. Whether tbcy were willing to sell the property formerly 
occupied by Mr. CoUis for a well and reservoir; or 2d. If the Corporation 
preferred leasing it forever; or 3d. If the Corporation would permit the 
Company to occupy the grounds aforesaid until it could be ascertained 
whether the waters were pure and wholesome and adequate to supply the 
city. The city, on the first two points, reserved an answer, but granted the 
permission asked for in the third proposition . 

1799 A letter from tbe Manhattan Company stated that they would 

require a part of the inclosed ground in front of the Bridewell (the present 
Park in front of the City Hall,) to raise a reservoir for supplying the city 
with water. A Committee was thereupon appointed to confer with tbe 
company. 

Fart of tho Xeffroee* Burlal*eround, south of Chambers street, (In tho 
present Park,) Question, as to cediuc to tho City. 

1796. — The Board determined that if the proprietors of tbe land called 
the Negroes' Burisl-ground, north of the Alms-house and Bridewell, would, 
on or before tbe first day of May, 1797, surrender to the Corporation all 
their ground south of Chambers street, the Corporation would release to 
them certain lots in .Augustus street and tbe vicinity. 

The Records of the City for several years about this period, have been 
abstracted. The index Is, however, preserved, iVoni which we find as 
follows t 

The stable and barn at the Alms-house in the Park were ordered to be 
pulled down . 

A report was made on opening a canal from Broadway to Hudson river. 

An order was made for opening tbe same immediately. 
. The erection of the present City Hall was resolved upon, and the build- 
ing commenced. 

It was resolved to fill in tho Collect, and tho work continued during 
several years, the dirt having been taken from the neighboring bills. 
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The Manhattan Compatiy appliad to purchase the Collect Pond . 
Lispenard's Meadowa were regulated. 
( TranscripU from Records resumed , ) 

The Condition of tho "Old Ten Water Pump." 

1787. — A petition against tho inconvenience arising from the spout of 
the tea-water pump projecting over the street, was presented, and referred. 

The Committee suhsequently reported as follows: "I'he Committee on 
the subject of the petition complaining of the obstruction in Chatham 
street, caused by the the tea- water pump delivering its water in the street, 
and by the water carts being drawn up across the street, when about to 
reoeite Water; report, that they have viewed the premises, and find the 
matters and things set forth in the petition to be true. That the Com- 
mittee have maturely considered the premises, and are of opinion that tho 
said obstruction may be removed at no great expense to Mr. Thompson, 
the present occupant, and part proprietor of the premises, by causing the 
spout of the said pump to be raised about two feet, and by lengthening 
it so as to deliver the water at tho outer part of the paved walk, which 
would permit foot passengers to pass under without inconvenience; and if 
the water carts were ordered to draw up abreast of the spout, near the 
gutter, and receive the water in rotation, it would remove the obstruc- 
tion in the street. The Committee recommend, also, that the sidewalks in 
that vicinity be paved." Their recommendations -were adopted except 
the paving, which was postponed for the time being. 

Tho Proeress of ilto Canal. 

1804. — Application of Otis Toft and Silas Lindsey, to be informed of the 
regulation of Duggan or Canal street. Referred to Committee on the 
Tunnel. 

1805. — The Street Commissioner is directed to report a list of tho owners 
of land in the direction of the canal or tunnel intended by the survey of 
Charles Loss, in February, 1803. « 

1805 — The Committee on the subject of the Tunnel, presented their 
report in favor of an open canal, to pass through a street one hundred 
feet wide; whereupon it was resolved, that a street of one hundred feet 
in breadth, be accordingly laid out, and that the Street Commissioner be 
authorized to receive cessions for that purpose from the proprietors who 
are willing to cede, and that a canal of feet in breadth and 

feet in depth be constructed of brick or stone, under 
the direction of the Street Commissioner. 

The Old Tea Water Pump. 

1805.^^Petition of Abraham Shoemaker, for liberty to conduct the water 
of the late Tea-water pump into OraDgO street, ileferred. 
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The Committee on the petition of Abraham Shoemaker, praying leave 
to erect his water works in such manner as to convey the water into the 
carti in Orange street, reported, that os he formerly took the water from 
Chatham street, it would be no serious inconvenience. The Board there- 
fore allow bis petition daring their pleasure . 



The CoUc(t. 

1805. — The Committee appointed to examine the state of the Collect 
reported that it was filled with the bodies of dead animals, and was 
dangerous to the public health. Whereupon, it was ordered that such 
animals be removed, and further, that the tunnels or sewers be made to 
pass through the dam, to carry off the water; and that the head of the 
Collect be filled in with good and wholesome earth . 

1805.— The Street Commiesioner reported that he had the offer of 
several thousand loads of dirt, at five cents per load, and is authorized to 
purchase it for filling in the Collect. 



lESLEES' GEAVE 

(Fointed out on the Mnp of 1748.) 

This spot indicates the scene of one of the most doleful events In the 
history of New York. It is only within recent years that the particulai'S 
of the affair in which Mr. Leister was engaged, have attracted public 
attention; but the interest taken in our historic annals has served as an 
incentive to the antiquary to bring before the public many documents 
which have illustrated that portion of our annals, and the subject iS no 
longer a novelty. A brief narrative, however, it is supposed will not be 
out of place, in connection with the exhibition of bis place of execution as 
■howB on the map. 

Jacob Leisler was a native of Holland, and emigrated to this country 
in the time of the Dutch possession; his first employment was as an Officer 
in the troops of the government, but he married soon after his arrival iu 
New Amsterdam, and then engaged in commercial pursuits. He became 
allied, by his marriage, to some of the principal families in this province, 
and acquired a large estate, being ranked among the wealthiest citizens. 
His Commercial operations were principally in foreign trade, and he is 
found to have been one of the leading shipping merchants in this city at 
that period. 

The religious controversies of that time were violent, and pervaded all 
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classes. They were more particularly animated after the surrender of 
the city to the English, for although the Dutch had stipulated for their 
own mode of worship, yet little reliance could be placed on the guaranty 
that it should be allowed; for the government of England was itself on the 
point of civil war, arising out of the rivalries of the various sects of Catho- 
lics, Episcopalians and Dissenters, which were contending for the place of 
power, and the countenance of the government. The reflex of opinions 
from the [European shores found their way here, and occasioned, if possible, 
more individual excitement among the various sects than was shown at 
the fountain-head of the Government. Thus matters stood during twenty 
or thirty years, embracing the time from the death of Cromwell, and the 
overthrow of Presbyterianism in England, through the succeeding reigns 
of Charles and James, witnessing the restoration of Episcopalianism under 
the former, and as it was supposed with the latter monarch, the precursing 
signs of the rebuilding of the Roman Catholic authority in Great Britain. 
The Dissenters, as this state of things was in progress, began to murmur 
openly, and to speak of forcible means of preventing the advance of their 
ancient enemy. The rebellious feeling prevailed throughout Great Britain, 
and in all her colonies. Here the people watched for the blow to be struck 
at home, (as the parent country was called), and when, what is called the 
rebellion of 1658, took place, and King James was deposed, the news here 
occasioned a general outburst of sympathy, and the people laid violent 
hands upon the strongholds of the government in this province. The 
people acted in the firEt instance by a committee of safety, but owing to 
the long delays of receiving orders from the government over the water, 
they finally appointed Mr. Leisler, who was one of their leaders, as the 
temporary executive of the government. 

The leading defect in Ijcisler's character appears to have been an im- 
pulsiveness and headstrong force of will which led him beyond the limits 
of prudence in carrying out the measures of his party. At the present 
day his position does not seem to have been a dif&cult one. The leading 
principles contended for by those with whom he acted, were such as com- 
manded almost universal support; but the turning-point upon which his 
administration centred, was brought down to a personal contest for the 
places of government between two factions who "professed to work for the 
same end. It was altogether (as it "would seem) trivial in comparison 
with the extraordinary results produced in this country; brothers, parent 
and child, indeed all social ties were forgotten in the strife between neigh- 
bors for the foot-hold of power. The contest waged between one and two 
years; some of Leisler's opponents were banished, others imprisoned, and 
in short he exercised his power with severity, and without regard to con- 
sequences. His defence is to be found in the popular excitement, of which 
he was the exponent; in the pent up feelings of a whole community, 
during a score of years, now brought into active display. He finally was 
deposed by the government in England. His enemies being reinstated in 
the government turned upon him with a blpod-thirstjr desire for vengeance. 
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Ho was tried upon insufficient charges, and his condemnation being a fore- 
gone conclusion, his conviction followed, and he was sentenced, with his 
son-in-law, to be bandied. The great majority of the people regarded bim 
as a martyr; fire-eyed fury fairly burnt within the households of tbo people 
of New York; but the taw, that great principle of government, backed, as 
it was by power, restrained any positive demonstration toward the relief 
of the popular leader. 

It is said that he was allowed to choose the place of bis esccution, and 
that ho selected his own grounds for the site of the scaffold, (he owned a 
seat near Tammany hall,) designated his garden as his burial place; the 
spot is pointed out upon the map. The day of his execution was drizzling 
and disagreeable; the ceremony was equally sad and miserable; the people 
felt that their own lives were struck at through this sacrifice. The tears 
of thousands silently flowed as the ceremony progressed, and forty or fifty 
years failed to eradicate the tremendous tide of popular feeling which 
flowed on that day. 

On the scaffold Leisler made a speech, in which he frankly admitted that 
he might have been guilty of excesses and, in his religious penitence, he 
prayed forgiveness of those who pursued him to this eitremity, 

Some years afterward his remains were taken up, and removed with 
great solemnity, by a popular assemblage, to tho common burial-place of 
his religiou.'! sect, the Dutch Reformed Church in Garden street, (now 
Exchange place.) 
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IISPENARB'S MEADOWS. 



The view on the opposite page I'opresents a rural picture of that part of 
bur city, in the vicinity of the present foot of Canal street, at a period, we 
presume, ahout the time of the K evolutionary War. It is known to those 
at all conversant with the original geography of Manhattan Island, that a 
large pond, commonly called the Collect, occupied a considerable portion 
of the present neighborhood of the Halls of Justice, in Centre street. From 
this pond, extended toward the North river, a marsh, covering a surface 
of seventy acres, originally covered by stunted bushes, and filled with 
swamp rubbish and the rotteu growth of ages. It was justly considered 
the pest and plague of the outskirts of the city ; cattle straying into it 
wore sometimes " swamped" in its muddy holes, so that it was necessary 
to fence it around to prevent idle cattle wandering within its borders. But 
by far the most serious complaint against the nuisance was its alleged un- 
wholesome effect upon residents in the vicinity, who wero great sufferers 
from the fever and ague, so that farmers could not keep laborers employed 
upon their lands. These circumstances induced the government, in the 
year 1732, to grant the fee of the " swamp" to Mr. Anthony Rutgers, a 
farmer, residing near the present site of the Hospital, upon condition that 
he should clear and drain it, and pay a moderate quit-rent. We see tho 
western end of the swamp, near the North river, a number of years subse- 
quent to that last spoken of. The bushes are cleared off and a largo drain 
has been cut through the centre of the swamp, drawing its waters into the 
North river. 

The building on the left, (southerly side,) near the edge of tho swamp is 
Lispenard's brewery ; upon the hill, among the trees, is the residence of 
Mr. Lispenard, not discoverable through the foliage. Tho family of that 
name wero of French extraction, but have been in tho country from an 
early period. The first of the name was an Albany brewer, named Anthony 
Lispenard, who removed to this city about the year 1684. Ho died in tho 
year 1696, leaving three children, Anthony, Margaret and Abigail. His 
wife, Abigail, also survived him. The son, Anthony, died in 1755, at an 
advanced age, leaving five children, Leonard, David, Magdalena, Abigail 
and Mary. Leonard Lispenard became the proprietor of the farm and 
brewery, a part of which is represented in the engraving. He was a prom- 
inent man in public affairs in this city for many years. 

On the right, or northerly side of the swamp, the roof of a dwelling is 
seen, which was known as the Brannon property. A public garden and 
place of resort was here established, known as Brannon Gardens. When 
streets were afterward laid out through the property, one of them was 
known as Brannon street. 
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The grant of the swamp to Mr. Rutgers, and his oonitruotion of the 
drain gave rise to serious complaints on the part of farmers in the vicinity 
of the Collect Pond, as will be observed from the following proceedings in 
the Common Council : 

1731. — "Forasmuch as a great number of farmers and others, inhab- 
itants of this Corporation, have represented that they are greatly prejudiced 
by a drain laid into the Fresh Water Pond, by Anthony Rutgers, Esq., 
which has greatly drawn away the water from the same pond, and the said 
Anthony Rutgers, (one of the members of this court,) producing to this 
court, Letters Patent, for the swamp, by tho said fresh- water, and that ho 
was obliged thereby to drain the said swamp within a year from the date 
thereof, and that he did not conceive the making of the said drain would 
have been any detrimenttoany person whatsoever, and that if it be thought 
so to be, he is ready and willing to abide the order of this court relating 
thereto . It is therefore ordered that the said Mr. Rutgers do, by the first 
day of October next, fill up the said drain, thirty feet from the said Fresh 
Water Pond, so as effectually to prevent the same from draining the said 
pond." 
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TEE OLD GRAVE-YAKD OF NEW AMSTERDAM. 



Some years ago . while the workmen were excavating the cellars of build- 
ings on the west side of Broadway, now occupied by those elegant free- 
etone stores, commencing a few doors above Morris street, there was thrown 
up, by the spade, a great many skulls and other relics of humanity, ob- 
viously of tha European type, which occasioned not a little excitement 
among our wonder-loving citizens, who were unable to account for so 
strange a circumstance, unless upon Bomc mysterious surmise, respecting 
dark deeds done in the time of the Revolution. It was known that, as 
far back as memory or tradition could penetrate, the site had been occu- 
pied by the abodes of our most fashionable citizens, and this added to the 
etrangeness of the event. The attention of our historical savans was di- 
rected to a problem which no ordinary knowledge could solve, and the 
result finally arrived at, evinced the fastidiousness with which the matter 
was investigated, for the origin of these bones was (though falsely) traced 
to the very foundation of the city. A new theory of the first settlement of 
the town was projected, and against all the revelations of authentic his- 
tory, it was thought to be proven, that the first comers from Holland 
established their earliest fortification on this spot, and within its inclosure 
interred their dead. 

Such, indeed, has been the light afforded by historical research, until 
within a recent period, and the author of the Manual accredits to himself 
the discovery that this spot was in fact the burial place of Kew Amster- 
dam; the honored ground wherein, with little pageantry or show, were laid 
the remains of the earliest race that peopled our city. It would perhaps, 
be uninteresting to go through the mass of material, consisting of anti- 
quated MSS.; dusty records, and unknown tongues, through which the 
author labored, to arrive at a fact so interesting; but it was a sufficient 
etimulus to any degree of labor to find among the earliest English records 
mention made of " Me Old Grave Yard." The old grave-yard ! of which 
no trace, relic, or tradition had descended to modern times. To the lover 
of our local history, a theme so inspiring must be likened to the incentives 
which have animated the explorers into the buried depths of the earth for 
traces oi the traditionary cities of Ninevah or Pompeii. What emotions 
are inspired by the thought of a buried and long-forgotten race, the foun- 
ders of our mighty city, whose bones, being tossed up by the laborer's 
mattock, are knocked about by the bystanders in wonder at the origin of 
such mysterious tenants of the dust ! How tender is the sentiment which 
carries us back to that age, when those who are now so roughly handled, 
were the daily workers upon the soil of an infant colony. Thoughts of 
monuments to cover the hallowed relics arise as the best offerings toward 
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tb* perpetuation of their memory. But the remains themselves, having 
been long since carted away among the refuse soil to fill up slips, our filial 
dispositions cannot therefore be exhibited in that manner, and the best 
evidence we can give of our interest in the subject, is to record the fact 
for the reader's meditation, and to leave a written, if not a monumental, 
memento of the departed Wurtbies of that olden time. 

We have said that the basis of the investigation pursued by the author 
on this subject, was the mention of " the Old Grave-yard " in the earliest 
English records. The way in which the matter is mentioned, obviously 
implied that this honored piece of ground was about being lost to observa- 
tion under the progress of eivio improvements, and was destined to be cov- 
ered up forever from human observation, and must soon be lost even to 
tradition, for no stone was to be left uncorercd, nor any lines of demarca- 
tion which could point out the spot to the eye of posterity. We must, 
indeed, imagine from the oireumstances, that our ancestors of that day 
had less regard for their progenitors than the ordinary sympathies of hu- 
manity toward their buried relatives commonly evince. Perhaps the spot 
was not "an honour to the city." Perhops its dilapidated condition, its 
weed-covered mounds, its fallen tablets, were an eye-sore to the passer-by 
on a fashionable thoroughfare '! For the simple record shows that without 
discussion or opposition, a resolution was unanimously passed by the city 
fathers, anno domini, 1B77, " That ye old grave-yarde or late burying- 
plaoo in ye Broadwaye be layed out in foure lots twenty-five foot front and 
sold at auction to ye highest bidder." 

It was obvious then that we were to go back through more ancient pa- 
pers to satisfy our desire concerning the history of the old grave-yard; and 
by dint of long and laborious groping our way through old deeds which 
bounded upon the old grave-yard; by measuring their distances, and com- 
paring the various data thus collated, the proeiso locality was fixed to a 
moral certainty, and corresponded precisely with the place where the an- 
cient relics were disinterred, as before related. We think it proper also to 
mention that the Hon. Murray Hoffman, in his elaborate and learned 
treatise on the ancient rights of the city, found occasion to enter into an 
examination of the original grants and patents of the city, and that his 
diagram fixes the site of the old grave-yard at the same place which bad 
been established in our researches. 

But whose were those skulls and joint-bones, which were cast up after a 
quiet repose of a century and a half. This is the most interesting question 
of all; for may they not have been those of some old burgomasters, of 
whose magisterial deeds the antique records speak 1 Or of a man who had 
felled the native forest, on the very spot where his mortal remains found a 
resting place '! Or of a matron whose maternal bosom bad nourished the 
first Christian ohild born in our city : Or of a obild whose infant cry first 
broke the solitude of a savage region. These and various similar cogita- 
tions beset us in our reflections upon this aubjeot. But our answers must 
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neceesarilj bo, in Bome degree, unsatisaotory, aE wo know of no record of 
burials of that remote period now extant. 

History informs us that none of the chief dignitaries of this province, 
except the last Governor StuyvcEant, were buried on our soil, and that the 
one just named set apart his burial place on bis own plantation. Xjooking 
among those less elevated in the social sphere, we note, however, several 
persons well known in their day and generation, of whom we will give 
some particulars. 

Jacob IVolfeitscn Van Couwenhoven, one of the very first settlers, and 
a man of great distinction, died in 1670. He was a son of Wolfert Gor- 
ritsen, one of the first settlers, and carried on a brewing establishment on 
the corner of (as now known) of Pearl and Broad streets, 

Thomas Hall, an Englishman by birth, who, having been taken prisoner 
by the Dutch, was released on parol, and took up his permanent residence 
in the city at a very early period. He was the proprietor of a farm near 
the present Beekman street, which property afterward was purchased by 
William Beekman. He filled various public stations in the mngistraoy, 
and diedin 1670. 

Balthazar De Haart, a wealthy merchant, died in 1671. He was an old 
citizen, and had long resided on the present Hanover square. 

Captain Richard Morris, the first of that name since distinguished in 
our annals, died in 1672. 

Isaac Bedlow, some time a Schepen, and long a wealthy merchant of 
New Amsterdam, died in 1675. 

Thomas Exton, one of the English officers engaged in the conquest of 
this province, died in 166S. His will is short. He gives seven beavers to 
buy wine for the officers and gentlemen accompanying his corpse to the 
grave. Gives his sbirtt to Matthias I^icbols, (a disticguished lawyer;) 
some silver to Mrs. Nichols; and a gold seal ring to Richard Nichols. 
Gives his two goats in the fort to Richard Haymer. Gives to Richard 
Charlton for writing his will, four pieces of eight. 

Jan Jansen Damcn, the original proprietor of the farm extending froim 
river to river, bounded along the present line of Wall street, died in the 
year 1651. 

Daniel Litschoe, a tavern-keeper of great note in his day, near the 
present corner of Pearl and Wall streets, died about the year 1660. 

Goveii Loockermans, fhe first regular packet captain on the North river, 
a man of great wealth and distinction, died in the year 1661. 

Joannes De Witt, the first of that name in this country, a miller by 
occupation, and residing on the present Broadway, opposite Bowling Gieit, 
died in 1668. 

Doctor Hans Kierctede, the chief physician of his day, and one of the 
earliest settlers, who built the first habitation on the present corner of 
Pearl and Whitehall streets, where he resided until his death, which hap- 
pened in the year 1666. 
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Isaac Z>e Foreest, a brewer, and for som« time a magistrate, residing in 
the present Stone street. 

Claes Van JBlstanty one of the earliest settlers, and the grave digger in 
the old grave-yardj died in 1670. 

David Provoost, one of the company's officers, died in the year 1656. 

Pietcr Rudolpkus^ an eminent merchant, died in the year 1660. 

Adrian Vanderdonck, the most distinguished man of letters in the 
province, and the author of a description of New Netherland ag it was in 
1650. Died in the year 1655. 

Cornells Pietersen Vandervecn^ a Schepen and prominent trader, died in 
the year 1661. 

We have here mentioned a few of those who are known to have died 
while the old grave-yard was still used for interments; and whose remains 
have no doubt been among those dug up from the cellars of the Broadway 
stores. For the rest, (for the yard was full, even so that none could be 
interred without displacing others,) we have nothing definite to say. Let 
us leave these men, women and children to the best recollections of this 
and later generations, for they were the mortal relies of a people to whom 
we owo much that we now enjoy, and every thing that is venerable in the 
traditions and history of our ancient city. 
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THE NEGRO EXECUTIONS. 



The City Commons being also the scene of those sanguinary eiecntions 
of the negroes in the celebrated plot of 1741, the circumstances attending 
that event are proper to be briefly recorded here. 

The people of Xew York were afraid of their slaves. From a rery olden 
time they had gathered up stories of insmrection, murders, and coEflagra- 
tions, the work of disaffected negroes uprising against their masters. 

The slave population was ignorant, and in most respects debased, al- 
though well treated, in general, by their owners. They, however, with 
all their in&ignificance, in comparison with their white neighbors, were not 
unobaervant of that spirit of personal independence which characterized 
the people of Sew York. These latter, (we allude to the white popula- 
tion,) were in a constant strife for more liberty; to free themselves from 
the shackles of arbitrary govemmentj of ecclesiastical dominion, and the 
various fetters upon political, moral and reUgious freedom, from which, by 
the giant effort of the Revolution, they afterward arose. 

The slaves of New York, being, as is the characteristic of the negro 
race, imitative in their dispositions, did not fail to canvass, among them- 
selves, the benefits of freedom; to discuss the great advantages of wealth, 
to agitate the subject of the glory attendant upon the relieving themselves 
from a state of bondage. The citizens were aware of these facts, and 
dreaded the consequences. They were sensible that their negroes were too 
free to allow of their existence in a contented state of slavery. But to 
tighten the bonds seemed against the liberal spirit of the times. And 
thus, hoping for the best, but fearing the worst, our people awaited, in 
constant anxiety, for the indications of open demonstrations where they 
knew secret projects were entertained. 

Slavery had been entailed, in this Province, upon the people of the la£t 
century. It had existed as an institution from the earliest period of the 
Dutch era. It was looked upon as a part of the social compact under 
which they lived. Many of the inhabitants were largely interested in their 
slave households aa a species of property and a portion of their wealth. 
The responsibilities of the condition of proprietors were felt by many. 
They were sensible that they owed to the superanoated domestics the 
fostering care of protection and provision in the helpless portion of their 
lives, while the young and immature were equally dependent for sustenance 
until the riper years of maturity. Although the masters enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of the labor of those servants competent to work, yet in this sec- 
tion of the country, unlike the soathem portions, slave labor was not 
remunerative. Tt was simply a necessity, arising out of a state of society 
the work of past generations; of an era when voluntary^labor was not^to 
be had in this remote and newly settled country. 
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So that the whitd portion of our population considered tbemselres rather 
as supporting a burden than enjoying an advantage in the institution of 
slavery ai it existed in the Province. Chief Justice Horsomanden, who 
may be fairly quoted as a respectable reflex of the popular sentiment 
among the whites of that period, in his record of the Negro Plot, uses 
terms which charge the negroes, as a body, with habitual ingratitude, 
falsehood, deception, baseness of moral principles, and a total want of 
perception of their true condition, capacities and duties. That they in- 
dulged preposterous notions of a higher state of social being; their ambition 
was tending toward unrestrained indulgence of their passions, and a licen- 
tious use of wealth to be acquired by their elevation to the condition of 
owners of all they saw about them. The opinion of this eminent man was 
common to the best of our citizens of that day. The lawyers of the city 
refused, to a man, to assist the negroes in their trials on this occasion; and 
although this universal prejudice on the part of the white people may 
seem, to us, unnecessarily severe and unjust, yet it must have great weight 
in sustiining the proposition that the negro slaves of New Yoik were, as 
a body, sunk in a low state of moral and mental degradation. 

It need not be suggested that this condition was, in part, the result of 
the state of bondage in which the race had so long been held. They were 
capable of sustaining a better character under a more favorable social and 
intellectual culture. But, take them as they were, with the ordinary 
passions and aspirations of humanity, but without the intelligence to 
comprehend a rational way of advancement, or a reasonable method of 
expressing that which was within them; it may be that the wild ideas of 
some of the leading spirits may have taken the course of a forcible destruc- 
tion of the existing institutions, and the planting themselves upon the 
ruins; beyond which, and the immediate enjoyment of the spoils, their 
vague conception of results could not extend. 

If such a purpose was entertained by any portion of the negroes, as is al- 
leged by the high authorities before quoted, it may still be a question how far 
that disposition prevailed among the slaves as a body; and on this point we 
must think that our forefathers were, in a great degree, influenced by their 
personal fears rather than by unimpassioned reason and discrimination. Wo 
at this day, cannot but condemn the wholesale destruction of life, upon 
most insignificant testimony, in the cases of many of those who suffered 
the extremity of the law. We read over the evidence as given on the 
trials of the negroes, and while convinced of their debased intellectual 
capacities, and the want of moral principle among the negroes, yet we 
cannot disguise the conviction that the proceedings against them were 
without sufficient evidence to satisfy unprejudiced minds of the guilt of 
many who suffered. And even with respect to those most deeply impli- 
cated, they seem rather to be objects of compassion, on account of their 
total want of ability to comprehend the results of an undertaking so chi- 
merical and absurd. Nevertheless, it must be conceded that we need the 
actual experience of contemporary observers, to judge of the oircumstan- 
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c«8 of the people of that day; and to disouBS a queetiou of ;that oharabter 
at this remote ago, upon merely legal views of ovidenile, would probably 
be regarded as an assumption of opinion to whioli our respected forefathers 
might reasonably have entered a protest. 

The leading oiroumstances attending the plot arc given by a historian, 
briefly as follows: 

A robbery which had been committed at the house of Kobert Hogg, a 
merchant in New York, on the 28th of February 1740-], led to tho discovery 
of a plot, which was afterward called the Negro Plot. One Mary Burton, 
and indented servant to John Hughsoo, (a man of infamous character, 
and to whose house slaves were in the practice of resorting to drink and 
gamble, and of secreting the goods they had stolen,) was the instrument 
in the hands of the magistrates for tho detection and punishment of tho 
offenders. On the 18th of March, after the robbery, a fire broke out 
in the roof of his majesty's house, at Fort George, near the Chapel, 
consuming tho house, the Chapel, and some other buildings adjacent. 
Most of the public records in the Secretary's office, over the Fort gate, 
were, fortunately, rescued from the flames. A week after, another fire 
broke out at the house belonging to a Captain Warren, near the long 
bridge, at the south-west end of the city. Both those fires wore, at first, 
Supposed to be aceidentol But about a week after the last fire, another 
broke out, at the store-house of a Mr. Van Zandt, toward the east end of 
the town. Three days after, a fourth alarm was given, and it was found 
that some bay was on fire in a cow stable, near the house of a Mr. Quick. 
The firo was soon suppressed. The people, in. returning from that fire, 
were alarmed by a fifth cry, at the house of one Ben Thompson, next doOr 
west of a Captain Sarly's house. It appeared that Qre bad been placed 
between two beds, in the loft of a kitchen where a negro usually slept. 
The next morning coals were discovered under a hay-stack, near the 
coach-house and stables of Joseph Murray, Esq., in Broadway. 

All these circumstances having occurred in quick succession, the people 
were induced to believe that some designing persons intended to destroy 
the city by fire. What strengthened this belief was, a seventh alarm of 
fire, the next day, at the house of a Sergeant Burns, opposite the Fort 
garden; an eighth alarm, occasioned by a fire breaking out, tho same day, 
in the roof of a Mr. Hilton's house, near the Fly market; and again, the 
same afternoon, and within a few hours after, a ninth firo occurring at 
Colonel Philipse's store-house. This strange coincidence of events left 
little room for doubt that some one or more of the fires occurred through 
design. It was soon rumored that the negroes were the perpetrators. One 
Quacks, a negro belonging to Mr. Walter, was said to have made use of 
some mysterious language and threats, indicating his knowledge of a plot. 
A proclamation was issued, offering rewards for the discovery of the of- 
fenders. Quacks, and several other negroes, were apprehended, and closely 
interrogated, but without eflfeot. The Supreme Court, at its April term, 
strictly onjoined the Grand Jury to make diligent inquiries as to tho Iat6 
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robberies and fires wilhia the city. Mary Eurtou, who bad been appre- 
hended as a witness relative to the robbery at Mr, Hogg's, gave the Grand 
Jury reason to believe that she was also privy to the design to set fire to 
the city. After some difficulty, she made a disclosure, which, in all proba- 
bility, was greatly exaggerated, though some of its parts may have been 
true. She stated that meetings of negroes were held at her master s, 
(Hughson's,) house. That their plan was to burn the Fort and City. 
That one Casar, (a black,) was to be Governor, and Hughson, her master, 
A'tng. That they were to destroy the whites. That she had known seven 
or eight guns and some swords at her master's house. That the meetings 
at her master's house consisted of tvyenty or thirty negroes at a time. 
Upon this evidence warrants were issued, and many negroes committed to 
prison. One Arthur Price, a servant charged with stealing goods belong- 
ing to the Lieutenant Governor, likewise became an informer. Being in 
prison himself, and having access to the negroes there committed, he re- 
ceived, or pretended to have received, much information from them. He 
was afterward employed by the magistrates to hold private conferences 
with the negroes in prison, and to use persuasion and other mcaus to gain 
confessions from them. In this business he was peculiarly ctpcrt, and re- 
ceived the most unqualified npprebation of the magistrates. Yet many of 
the stories are of such a chivalrous and romantic description as to excite 
suspicion of their truth. 

The result of this affair was, that one hundred and fifty-four negroes 
were committed to prison, of whom fourteen were burned at the stake, 
eighteen hanged, seventy-one transported, and the rest pardoned, or dis- 
charged for want of proof. Twenty white persons were committed, of 
whom, two only, John Hughson and John May, <a Catholic priest,) were 
executed. 
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THE TRIAL OP ZENGER IN NEW YORE, IN TBE YEAR 1755, 



This celebrated trial, which has, by some distinguished authorities, been 
cited as " the dawn of American liberty," arose out of differences between 
the colonial government and the people, in which, on the part of the latter, 
it was asserted that the acts of William Crosby, then the Governor of the 
Colony, were arbitrary and against the liberties of British subjects. The 
particulars out of which the questions in difference arose are not necessary 
to bo stated, as the general principle maintained was that upon which the 
Revolutionary War was afterward based, namely, that the people of Ame- 
rica were lees liberally governed than the subjects of the King were in 
England. To aid the popular party, a newspaper was establisbed, in 
which able writers attacked the Governor and other branches of the gov- 
ernment with boldness and zeal. The squibs, ballads and other " items" 
of this paper, (called the Weekly Journal,) irritated the Governor and his 
«ouncil to madness, and after various measures of retaliation unsuccess- 
fully resorted to, with a view to put a stop to the paper bullets with which 
they were weekly plied, a legal process was finally taken out against the 
printer in the shape of an information for a libel. The counsel employed 
by Zenger having in the outset of the case fallen into a difficulty with the 
Judges, (the latter favoring the Court party,) those counsel were " thrown 
over the bar," as the phrase is, in other words were deprived of the liberty 
to plead before the Court. So that it seemed as if Zenger was to be de- 
prived of the benefit of counsel when his trial should be called on. His 
friends, however, secretly sent to Philadelphia, and retained in his behalf 
the venerable Andrew tiamilton, then about eighty years of age, but in 
the full possession and enjoyment of bis faculties. Hamilton was a distin- 
guished barrister of that day. Educated in England, and in practice 
there before coming to this country, he had a good knowledge of law as a 
science, and took the highest rank iu his profession. He was an ardent 
friend of free and liberal institutions, and, fearless of consequences, he de- 
nounced the encroachments and usurpations of those in authority with a 
boldness that excited their fear and hatred, while his easy and graceful 
eloquence, his powers of sarcasm, and his powerful declamation enraptured 
the people . 

The Court met for this trial on the fourth day of August, 1735, a 
crowded audience filling the chamber. Mr. Hamilton proposed to prove 
the truth of the statements contained in the alleged libel, but was over- 
ruled by the Court on the ground that the truth of a libel cannot be given 
in evidence. 

Mr. Hamilton then addressed the Jury as follows: " Then, gentlemen 
of the Jury, it is to you wo must now appeal for witnesses to the truth of 
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tho facte we have offered, and are denied the liberty to prove; and let it 
not aeem straoge that I apply myself to you in this manner; I am war- 
ranted so to do, both by law and reason. The law supposes you to be 
summoned out of tho neighborhood where the fact is alleged to be com- 
mitted; and the reason of your being taken out of the neighborhood is 
because you are supposed to have the best knowledge of the fact that is to 
be tried; and were you to find a verdict against my client, you must take 
upon you to say that the papers referred to in the information, and which 
we acknowledge we printed and published, are false, scandalous and sedi- 
tious; but of this I can have no apprehension. You are citizens of New 
York; you are really what the law supposes you to be, honest and lawful 
men; and the facts which we offer to prove were not committed in a cor- 
ner. They are notoriously known to be true; and, therefore, in your jus- 
tice lies our safety. And as we are denied the liberty of giving evidence 
to prove the truth of what we have published, T will beg leave to lay it 
down as a standing rule in such cases, that the suppressing of evidence 
ought always to be taken for tho strongest evidence, and I hope it will 
have weight with you. But since we are not admitted to examine our wit- 
nesses. I will endeavor to shorten the dispute with Mr. Attorney, and to 
thpt end I desiro he would favor us with some standard definition of a 
libel, by which it may be certainly known whether a writing be a libel, 
yea or not. 

Attorney-General. — The books, I think, have given a very full definition 
of a libel. Tbey say it is in a strict sense taken for a malicious defama- 
tion, expressed either in writing or printing, and tending either to blacken 
the memory of one who is dead or the reputation of one who is alive, and 
to expose him to public hatred, contempt or ridicule. But it is said that, 
in a larger sense, the notion of a libel may be applied to any defamation 
whatsoever, expressed either by signs or pictures; as by fixing up a gal- 
lows against a man's door, or by painting him in a shameful and ignomi- 
nious manner; and since the chief cause for which the law so severely 
punishes all offences of this nature is the direct tendency of them to a 
breach of the public peace, by provoking the parties injured, their friends 
and families to acts of revenge, which it would be impossible to restrain 
by the severest laws, were there no redress from public justice for injuries 
of this kind, which of all others are most seriously felt; and since the plain 
meaning of such scandal, as is expressed by signs or pictures, is as obvious 
to common sense and as easily understood by every common capacity, and 
altogether as provoking as that which is expressed by writing or printing, 
why should it not be equally criminall From the same ground it also ap- 
pears to follow that such scandal as is expressed in a scoffing and ironical 
manner makes a writing as properly a libel as that which is expressed in 
direct terms; aa where a writing in a taunting manner, reckoning up seve- 
ral acts of public charity done by one, says : *' You shall not play the Jew 
nor the hypocrite," and so goes on in a strain of ridicule to insinuate that 
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what he did was owing to his vain glory; or where a writing, protending to 
recommend to one the character of several g:reat men for his imitation, 
instead of taliing notice of what they are generally esteemed famous for, 
pitched on such qualities only which their enemies charge them with the 
want of, as by proposing such a one to be imitated for his courage who is 
known to be a great statesman, but no soldier; and another to be imitated 
for his learning who is known to be a great general but no scholar, &o., 
which kind of writing is as well understood to mean only to upbraid the 
parties with the want of these qualities, as if it had directly and expressly 
said so. 

Hamilton. — Ay, Mr. Attorney, but what certain standard rule have the 
books laid down by which we can certainly know whether the words or the 
signs are maliciousl Whether they are defamatory"! Whether they tend 
to a breach of the peace, and are a sufficient grouud to provoke a man, his 
family or friends to acts of revenge, especially those of the ironical sort of 
words. And what rule have you to know when 1 write ironically; I think 
it would be hard when I say sueh a man is a very worthy, honest gentle- 
man, and of fine understanding, that therefore I meant he wns a knave or 
a fool. 

Some further discussion here ensued, on the question whether the Jury 
or the Judges were to find the libellous character of the publication, in 
which the Court intimated that " the Jury may find that Zenger printed 
and published those papers, and leave it to the Court to judge whether 
they were libellous." 

flijmi/ton.—" I know, may it please your Honor, the Jury may do so; 
but I do likewise know they may do otherwise. I know they have the 
right, beyond all dispute, to determine both the law and the fact, and 
where they do not doubt of the law they ought to do so. This manner of 
leaving it to the judgment of the Court whether the words are libellous or 
not, in eS'ect renders juries useless, to say no worse, in many cases; but 
this I shall have occasion to speak to by-and-by; and I will, with the 
Court's leave, proceed to examine the inconveniences that must inevitably 
arise from the doctrines Mr. Attorney has laid down; and I observe in 
support of this prosecution, he has frequently repeated the words taken 
from the case de I ibellis famosis fin the fifth of Coke. This is indeed the 
leading case to which almost all the other cases upon the subject of libels 
refer; and 1 must insist upon saying that, according as this case seems to 
be understood by the Court and Mr. Attorney, it is not law at this day. 
Foi' though I own it to be base and unworthy to scandalize any man, yet 
I think it is even villainous to scandalize a person of public character, and 
I will go so far into Mr. Attorney's doctrine as to agree, that if the faults, 
mistakes, nay, even the vices of such a person be private and personal, and 
do not affect the peace of the public, or the liberty or property of our 
neighbor, it is unmanly and unmannerly to expose them either by word 
or writing. But when a ruler of a people brings his personal failings, but 
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much more his vices into hia administration, and the people find them- 
selves affected by them either in their liberties or properties, that will alter 
the case mightily; and all the high things that are said in favor of rulers 
and of dignities, and upon the side of power, will not be able to atop peo- 
ple's mouths when they feel themselves oppressed— I mean in a free gov- 
ernment. It is true, in times past it was a crime to speak truth, and in 
that terrible court of star chamber many worthy and brave men suffered 
for so doing; and yet, even in that court, and in those bad times, a great 
and good man durst say what I hope will not be taken amiss of me to say 
in this place, that the practice of informations for libels is a sword in the 
hands of a wicked King, and an arrant coward to cut down and destroy 
the innocent; the one cannot because of his high station, and the other 
dares not, because of his want of courage, revenge himself in another 
manner." 

Attorney- General. — " Pray, Mr. Hamilton, have a care what you say, 
do not go too far, either ! I do not like those liberties." 

Hamilton — " Sure, Mr. Attorney, you will not make any applications; 
all men agree that we are governed by the best of Kings, and I cannot 
Bee the meaning of Mr. Attorney's caution; my well known principles, 
and the sense I have of the blessings we enjoy under his present Majesty, 
uiake it impossible for me to err, and I hope, even to be suspected, in 
that point of duty to my King. May it please your honor, 1 was saying, 
that notwithstanding all the duty and reverence claimed by Mr. Attorney 
to men in authority, they are not exempt from observing the rules of com- 
mon justice, either in their private or public capacities; the laws of our 
mother country know no exemption. It is true, men in power are harder 
to be come at for wrongs they do either to a private person or to the pub- 
lic, especially a governor in the plantations, where they insist upon an 
exemption from answering complaints of any kind in their own govern- 
ment. We are indeed told, and it is true, they are obliged to answer ft 
suit in the King's Courts at Westminster for a wrong done to any per- 
son here; but do we not know how impracticable this is to most men 
among us, to leave their families who depend upon their labor and care 
for their livelihood, and carry evidence to Britain, and at a great, nay 
a far greater expense than almost any of us are able to bear, only to pro- 
secute a governor for an injury done here. But when the oppression is 
general, there is no remedy even in that way; no, our Constitution has, 
(blessed be God) given us an opportunity, if not to have such wrongs 
redressed, yet by our prudence and resolution to prevent in a great mea- 
sure the committing of such wrongj, by making a governor sensible that 
it is bis interest to be just to those under his care; for such is the sense 
that men in general (I mean freemen) have of common justice, that when 
they come to know that a chief magistrate abuses the power with which 
he is trusted for the good of the people, and is attempting to turn th^t 
very power against the innocent, whether of high or low degree, I say, 
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mankind in general seldom fail to interpose, and as far as they can, pre- 
vent the destruction of their fellow subjects. And has it not often been 
seen (and I hope it will always be seen) that when the representatives of 
a free people, are by just representations or remonstrances made sensible 
of the sufferings of their fellow subjects, by the abuse of power in the 
hands of a governor, they have declared (and loudly too) that they were 
not obliged by any law to support a governor who goes about to destroy 
a province or a colony, or their privileges, which by his Majesty he was 
appointed, and by the law he ie bound to protect and encourage. But I 
pray it may be considered, of what use is this mighty privilege if every 
man that suffers must be silent, and if a man must be taken up as a libel- 
ler for telling his sufferings to his neighbor'! I know it may be answered, 
have you not a legislature'? Have you not a house of representatives to 
whom you may complain'! And to this I answer, we have. But what 
then; it an assembly to be troubled with every injury done by a gover- 
nor'! Or are they to hear of nothing but what those in the administration 
will please to tell them'! Or what sort of a trial must a man have'! And 
how is he to be remedied; especially if the case were as I have known it 
to happen in America in my time; that a governor who has places, (I will 
not say pensions, for I believe they seldom give that to another which 
they can take to themselves) to bestow, and can or will keep the same 
assembly, after he has modeled them so as to get a majority of the house 
in his interest, for near twice seven years togetherl I pray what redress 
is to be expected for an honest man, who makes his complaint against a 
governor, to an assembly who may properly enough be said to be made 
by the same governor against whom the complaint is made'! The thing 
answers itself. No, it is natural, it is a privilege. I will go farther, it is 
a right which all freemen claim and are entitled to, to complain when they 
are hurt; they have a right publicly to remonstrate against abuses of 
power in the strongest terms; to put their neighbors upon their guard 
against the craft or open violence of men in authority, and to assert with 
courage the sense they have of the blessings of liberty, the value they 
put upon it, and their resolution at all hazards to preserve it as one of 
the greatest blessings Heaven can bestow. And when a house of assem- 
bly, composed of honest freemen, sees the general bent of the people's in- 
clinations, that is it which must and will^I am sure it ought to — weigh 
with a legislature in spite of all the craft caressing and cajoling, made 
use of by a governor to divert them from hearkening to the voice of their 
country." 

Mr. Hamilton here went into an examination of the history of the law 
of libel, which we omit as being too long for introduction in this work. 
Turning his attention to the question, as to the right of the jury to find 
both the law and the fact of the issue, and after citing some authorities, 
he continued: 

" From all which, I insist, it is very plain that the jury are by law at 
liberty, (without any affront to the judgment of the court,) to find both 
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the law and the fact in our case, as they did in the case I am speaking to, 
which I will beg leave just to mention, and it is this : — Messrs. Penn and 
Mead, being Quakers, and having met in a peaceable manner, and after 
being shut out of their meeting-house, preached iu Grace Church street, 
in London, to the people of their own persuasion, and for this they were 
indicted, and it was said, ' that they, with other persons, to the number of 
three hundred, unlawfully and tumultuously assembled, to the disturbance 
of the peace, fee' To which they pleaded not guilty. And the petit jury 
being sworn to try the issue between the king and the prisoners, that is, 
whether they were guilty according to the form of the indictment ; here 
there was no dispute but that they were assembled together to the number 
mentioned in the indictment ; but, whether that meeting together was 
riotously, tumultuously and to the disturbance of the peace was the ques- 
tion. And the court told the jury it was, and ordered the jury to find it 
so ; ' for,' said the court, * the meeting was the matter of fact, and that is 
confessed, and we tell you it is unlawful, for it is against the statute ; and 
the meeting being unlawful, it follows, of course, that it was tumultuous 
and to the disturbance of the peace." But the jury did not think fit to 
take the court's word for it ; for they could find neither riot, tumult or any- 
thing tending to breach of the peace committed at that meeting, and they 
acquitted Messrs. Penn and Mead. In doing of which they took upon 
them to judge both the law and the fact, at which the court (being them- 
selves true courtiers) were so much offended that they fined the jury forty 
marks a piece, and committed them till paid . But Mr. Bushel, who valued 
the right of a juryman, and the liberty of his country more than his own, 
refused to pay the fine, and was resolved (though at a great expense and 
trouble too,) to bring, and did bring his habeas ctrrpus, to be relieved from 
hia fine and imprisonment, and he was released accordingly ; and this being 
the judgment in his case it is established for law, 'that the judges how 
great soever they be, have no right to fine, imprison and punish a jury for 
not finding a verdict according to the discretion of the court.' And this, I 
hope, is sufficient to prove that jurymen are to see with their own eyes, to 
hear with their own ears, and to make use of their own consciences and 
understandings, in judging of the lives, liberties, or estates of their fellow 
subjects; and so I have done with this point. 

" This is the second information for libelling of a governor that I have 
ever known in America, and the first, though it may look like a romance, 
yet, as it is true, I will beg leave to mention it : — Governor Nicholson, who 
happened to be offended with one of his clergy, met him one day upon the 
road, and, as was usual with him, under the protection of his commission, 
used the parson with the worst of language, threatened to out off hia oars, 
slit his nose, and at last to shoot him through the head. The parson being 
B reverend man, continued all this time uncovered in the heat of tho sun, 
until he found an opportunity to fly for it, and coming to a neighbor's 
house, felt himself very ill of a fever, and immediately writes for a doctor, 
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and, that his physician might be the better jadga of hia distemper, he ac- 
quainted himwith the usage he had received, concluding that the goremor 
was certainly mad, for that no man in his senses would have acted in that 
manner. The doctor unhappily shows the parson's letter; the governor 
came to hoar it, and so an information was preferred against the poor man 
for saying he believed the governor was mad ; and it was laid in the infor- 
mation to be false, scandalous and wicked, and wrote with intent to move 
sedition among the people, and bring his Excellency in contempt. But by 
an order from the late Queen Anne, there was put a stop to that prosecu- 
tion, with sundry others set on foot by the same governor, against gentle- 
men of the greatest worth and honor in that government, 

'* And, may I not be allowed, after all this, to say that by a little counten- 
ance, almost any thing which a man writes may, with the help of that use- 
ful term of art, called an inuendo, be construed to be a libel, according to 
Mr. Attorney's definition of it ; that whether the words are spoken of a 
person of a public character, or of a private man, whether dead or living, 
good or bad, true or false, all make a libel, for according to Mr. Attorney, 
after a man hears a writing read, or reads or repeats it, or laughs at it, 
they are all punishable. It is true, Mr. Attorney is so good as to allow, 
after the party knows it to be a libel ; but he ia not so kind as to take the 
man's word for it. 

" If a libel is understood in the large and unlimited sense urged by Mr. 
Attorney, there is scarce a writing I know that may not be called a libel, 
or scarce any person safe from being called to an account as a libeller ; for 
Moses, meek as he was, libelled Cain, and who is it that has not libelled 
the devil ; for, according to Mr, Attorney, it ia no justification to say one 
ha,? a bad name. Echard has libelled our good King William. Burnet 
has libelled, among many others. King Charles and King James, and Rapin 
has libelled them all. How must a man speak or write, or what must he 
hear, read or sing, or when must he laugh, so as to be secure from being 
taken up as a libeller. I sincerely believe, that ivere some persons to go 
through the streets of New York now-a-days, and read a part of the Bible, 
if it was not known to be such, Mr. Attorney, with the help of his inuendos, 
would easily turn it into a libel. As for instance, the sixteenth verso of 
the ninth chapter of Isaiah : ' The leaders of the people caused them to err 
and they that are led by them are destroyed. ' But, should Mr. Attorney 
go about to make this a libel he would read it thus : — ' The leaders of the 
people (inuendo, the Governor and Council of New York,) cause them 
(inuendo, the people of this province,) to err, and they (the people of this 
province meaning,) are destroyed, (inuendo, are deceived into the loss of 
their liberty,) which is the worst kind of destruction. Or, if some person 
should publicly repeat, in a manner not pleasing to his betters, the tenth 
and eleventh verses of the fifty-fifth chapter of the same book, there Mr. 
Attorney would have » large field to display his skill, in the artful appli- 
cation of his inuendos. The words are, ' His watchmen are all blind, they 
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ar« ignorant ; yea, they are greedy dogs, that can never have enough.' 
Bat, to make them a libel no more is ivantiag but the aid of his skill in 
the right adapting his inuendos. As for instance, ' His watchmen (inuendo, 
the Governor, Council and Assembly,) are blind, they are ignorant, (inu- 
endo, Tvill not see the dangerous designs of his Excellency,) yea, they, (the 
Governor and Council meaning,) are greedy dogs which can never havfi 
enough, (inuendo, enough of riches and power.) 

" Such an instance as this seems only fit to be laughed at ; but I may 
appeal to Mr. Attorney himself, whether these are not at least equally 
proper to be applied to his EsocUency and his ministers, as some of the in- 
ferences and inuendos in his information against my client. Then, if Mr. 
Attorney is at liberty to come into court and file an information in the 
king's name, without leave, who is secure, whom he is pleased to prosecute 
OS a libeller ^ And, as the crown law is contended for in bad times, there 
is no remedy for the greatest oppression of this sort, even though the party 
prosecuted is acquitted with honor. And give me leave to say, as great 
men as any in Britain have boldly asserted that the mode of prosecution by 
information, when a grand jury will not find a bill of indictment, is a 
national grievance, and greatly inconsistent with that freedom which the 
subjects of England enjoy in most other cases. But, if we are so unhappy 
as not to be able to ward off this stroke of power directly, yet let us take 
care not to be cheated out of our liberties by forms and appearances ; lot 
ua always be sure that the charge in the information is made out cleaTly^ 
even beyond a doubt ; for though matters in the information may be called 
form, upon trial, yet they may be and often have been found to be matters 
of substance upon giving j udgment . 

'* Gentlemen the danger is great in proportion to the mischief that may 
happen through our too great credulity. A proper confidence in a court 
is commendable ; but as the verdict (whatever it is) will be yours, you 
ought to refer no part of your duty to the discretion of other persons. If 
you should be of opinion that there is no falsehood in Mr. Zenger's papers, 
you will, nay, (pardon me for the expression,) you ought to say so ; be- 
cause you do not know whether others, (I mean the court,) may be of that 
opinion. It is your right to do so, and there is much depending upon your 
resolution, as well as upon your integrity." 

After some other remarks of similar application Mr. Hamilton concluded 
as follows ; 

" I am truly unequal to such an undertaking, on many accounts. And 
you see I labor under the weight of many years, and am borne down by 
many infirmaties of body ; yet old and weak as I am I should think it my 
duty, if required, to go to the utmost part of the land, where my service 
could be of any use in assisting to quench the flame of prosecutions upon 
informations set on foot by the government, to deprive a people of the right 
of remonstrating, (and complaining too,) of the arbitrary attempts of men 
in power. Men who injure and OMiress tlie people under their adminis- 
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tration provoke them to cry out and complain, and then make that very 
complaint the foundation for new oppressions and prosecutions. I wish I 
could say there were no instances of this kind. But to conclude, the ques- 
tion before the court and you, gentlemen of the jury, is not of small or pri- 
vate concern ; it is not the cause of a poor printer, nor of New York alone, 
which you are now trying. No ! it may, in its consequences, affect every 
freeman that lives under a British government, on the main of America. 
It is the best cause ; it is the cause of liberty ; and I make no doubt but 
your upright conduct, this day, will not only intitle you to the love and 
esteem of your fellow-citizens, but every man who prefers freedom to a life 
of slavery, will bless and honor you as men who have baffled the attempts 
of tyranny ; and by an impartial and uncorrupt verdict, have laid a noble 
foundation for securing to ourselves, our posterity, and our neighbors, that 
to which nature and the laws of our country have given us a right — the 
liberty — both of exposing and opposing arbitrary power in those parts of 
the world at least, by speaking and writing truth." 

The address of Mr. Hamilton was listened to with intense interest by a 
crowded audience, and was received with every possible mark of favor. At 
the conclusion of it, the Attorney General briefly replied, and the Chief 
Justice as briefly charged the jury, to the efiect, that as the defendant had 
confessed the publication of the words complained of, the only question for 
the jury was, whether the words were libellous, and this being a question 
of law, they might safely leave it to the court. The jury withdrew, and in 
a short time returned into court with a verdict of not guilty. 

The verdict was received with shouts. The judges threatened the leader 
of the tumult with imprisonment, when a son of Admiral Norris declared 
himself the leader, and invited a repetition of the huzzas. The judges had 
no time for a reply, for the shouts were instantly repeated, and Mr. Hamil- 
ton was conducted from the hall, by the crowd, to a splendid entertain- 
ment. The whole city renewed the compliment at his departure, and the 
nest day he entered the barge under a salute of cannon . The Common 
Council of Now York presented him the freedom of the city, " under a 
grateful sense of the remarkable service done by him to the city and colony 
by his learned and generous defence of the rights of mankind, and the 
liberty of the press." A splendid gold box, in which to enclose the certi- 
ficate of the freedom, was al.'so purchased by subscription, on which the 
arms of the city were engraved, encircled with the words, "Uemeesab 

SlEQES — TiMEFACTA LlEEKTAS — HaEC TANDEM EMEKGUNT ;" in a flying 

garter, within, " Non nummis, virtute paeatvr ;" and on the front, " Ita 

COiqtJE EVENIAT UT EE REPL'BLICA MERNIT." 

The argument of Mr. Hamilton, although open to criticism as a legal 
production, must bo regarded as a most able performance under the circum- 
stances of the case. The law was undoubtedly against him, but his expo- 
sition of its difiBculties and absurdities was clear and able, while his ad- 
dress to the jury, and his whole management of the defence were skillful, 
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and -well calculated to accomplish tht object he had in view. But it was, 
iu a political point of view, that this trial became of great importaDoe. 
The political opinions so boldly promulgated by Mr. Hamilton, within the 
jurisdiction of the most arbitrary governor in America, and before judges 
of his own creation, were eagerly responded to by the whole oountrj'. The 
result of the trial was proclaimed as a triumph of the people over arbitrary 
power, and gave a confidence to infant opinions, which caused it to be re- 
garded as the morning star of American freedom. "But it was not one 
light alone that ushered in the dawn of our independence ; the stars of a 
wholo constellation sang together for joy."* 



♦Chandler's Criminal Ti'ials. 





WINDMILLS, 



Liko most other Dutch villages of former times, the town of Mew Am- 
sterdam exhibited to the traveler a striking feature iu its windmills, 
which being generally situated on elevated points, towered above the hum- 
ble edifices of the town, and spread thoir wings invitingly toward the va- 
grant breezes. 
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It must be remembered that windmils were very important macbines in 
those days, when there was no water power convenient without going into 
the wildernesses of Westchester county and Jersey, and exposing Chris- 
tian lives to the murderous savage; when steam was not thought of as a 
motor, and when the whole subject of economy of power was divided be- 
tween the rival claims of horse power and wind power. There was a horse 
mill erected here almost as soon as the colonists settled the island, (its lo- 
cality being the present South William street, near Broad street,) but 
upon the whole, as capital enlarged, it found its way into windmills in 
preference to the other method of wearing and tearing horse flesh ; and 
indeed, upon the whole, it must be confessed that the greater popularity of 
this form of machine, was well deserved. Albeit its great unwieldy arms, 
its varying motion and the creaking of the sails, as they favored the course 
of the wind, were not exactly in accordance with the more scientific sys- 
tems of machinery of modem days. 

In the perspective view of the city, made by that accomplished mer- 
chant, Augustus Heermans, in 1656, the windmill adjoining the fort, and 
standing upon the present State street, was the most prominent object in 
view of the traveler approaching the city; and no doubt it was a pleasing 
one to the weary wanderer from a far-off home of civilization. It recalled 
the scenes of the old country. It spoke of habits of industry, and the 
realization of ideas of bread, at least, in this new scene of future residence. 

Another windmill occupied the eminence immediately north of Wall 
street, the owner being Jan Vinje, at once farmer, brewer and miller. A 
curious sight it must have been to see the farmer's wagons laden with 
grain traversing the shore along the East river, winding up the romantic 
valley now called Maiden lane, and depositing their loads at this edifice 
then standing in the midst of a clearing of forest trees of native growth. 
The snug little stone farm house, with its loop hole windows to keep out 
marauding savages, the low door way with its bull's-eye windows in the 
panels, the motley assemblage of domestic animals and slaves of all sorts 
and sizes, which then formed the great part of a domestic establishment, 
the waving grain of the adjoining fields, the newly planted orchard, all 
formed a picture which can hardly now be idealized in connection with 
that ancient and long populated part of the city. 

Farther eastward on the heights along the East river shore was another 
windmill, opposite the ferry landing from Long Island. Here also was a 
brewery, and likewise a house of entertainment wherein the farmer so- 
laced himself while waiting during the tedious intervals of the passage of 
the ferry boats. Some localities have their peculiar topics of conversa- 
tion, and here it naturally turned to a discussion upon tho changes of the 
tide, the probable duration of detention, the chances of the traveler reach- 
ing his home during the day, and kindred subjects. The '• ferry" was as 
well known in those times as the City Hall is now. 

Another windmill stood upon the south part of the present Park, then 
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a deeert spot, covered by stinted bushes and " hoop-pole" saplings, and 
offering no annoyance of forest trees to the free course of the winds above 
the underwood. It was here that the miller presented the attractions of 
his establishment to such of the farmers as cultivated the " vlachte" or 
flats of Harlem, then the agricultural garden of Manhattan Island, the 
rough road through the Commons bushes running directly past bis door, 
which Tvas in full view, though at a considerable distance from the city . 

Ihen to attract the Jersey farmers, those venturesome men who had 
penetrated the wilderness and planted the fertile region of Hackgingsack, 
and those too along the Jersey shore, in sections called by the Indians 
Ahasimus, Hobokcn hacking and Camocuipa, there was another windmill 
erected on the North river shore, below the present St. Paul's church . 

These and several others, erected from time to time, on prominent points 
of the landscape, were distinguishing features of the Dutch city of New 
Amsterdam. The business of miller was one of the most profitable of that 
day, for this city was for a long period the staple port where all flour de- 
signed for exportation was bolted, and whence all flour was exported. It 
was said that this was the principal cause of its prosperity in early timesj 
and that when the privilege was taken away the prosperity of the city was 
reduced one half. 
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OBSOLETE NAMES OF LOCALITIES ON MANHATTAN ISLAND. 



Tlw Potters Field— la 179-1.— The triangular piece of ground at the then 
junction of the Post and Eloomingdale roads, (now Madison square,) was 
appropriated to the use of the Alms-house for a burial-ground, and re- 
ceived the name of the Potters Field. 

In 1797. — A portion of the Corporation property in that vicluitj was 
granted to the State for arsenal purposes, and about the same time the 
place was abandoned aa a public burial-place, on account of the opposi- 
tion made to the public exhibition of funerals on the much frequented 
roads leading to this spot, and it was resolred to. purchase a more seclud- 
ed locality for the Potters Field. 

A piece of ground, containing about ninety lots, parcel of the land of 
William S. Smith, bounded on the road leading from the Bowery lane, at 
the two mile stone, to Greenwich, having been purchased at public auc- 
tion, and offered to the Corporation as a proper place for a public burial- 
ground, at the price of jGl,800, it was resolved to purchase the same. 

Opposition was made to this by the property owners in the vicinity, 
and the matter being referred to a committee, they reported, " That they 
had viewed a piece of ground which tho petitioners will purchase at their 
own cost, and convey the same to the Corporation for a public cemetery, 
and find it well calculated for the purpose, so far as that it is removed a 
convenient distance from the Greenwich and Albany roads That the 
soil is sandy and covered with brash, which will hide the graves and yet 
not interfere with digging them. But the Committee are obliged to re- 
mark, that to get to this ground the hearse (the great subject of com- 
plaint) must travel either of the roads above-mentioned." 

The Board, however, refused to alter their purpose, and in spite of great 
opposition, the ground, recently purchased, was established as the new Pot- 
ters Field. This was the present Washington square. 

Crummashie Hill, was an eminence near Governor Stuyvesant's farm. 
Mr De Witt, in his compilation of the old farms of New York, has writ- 
ten the name Krom-mexsie, and given a derivation of that name to the 
sbape of the farm upon which it was situated, as being that of a shoema- 
ker's knife. The present Gramercy park is said to have derived its name 
from the old Crummashie hill . 

Rose Hill was the name of the country seat of John Watts, Esq., prior 
to the Revolution . The estate covered some twenty-five blocks in the 
present Eighteenth Ward. 

Bosch Bouioery, or Bush farm, was an old estate in the vicinity of the 
present Seventh avenue and Twenty-fifth street . 

Ho)en Hook, a somewhat equivocal Dutch cognomen, giv«n to the point 

20* 
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of this island opposite Hell gate, was in after years changed to Horn's 
hooh. 

Srannon^s Garden was about the year 1765, established as a place ot 
public resort along the Greenwich road, on the North river shore, about 
the present foot of Canal street. 

Fitzroy Road formerly led from Grcenwioh village to the present For- 
ty-second street. It was originally a part of the Great Kiln Road, lead- 
ing to a rivulet known as the Great Kill brook, near which was a glass 
furnace, on the northerly boundary of an estate of Sir Peter Warren. 

The Parade. — This name was given, at an early period, to the space in 
front of the old Fort, now known as the Bowling Green . 

1770 Permission was granted that the equestrian statue of King 

George III, be erected thereon, on its arrival. 

1770. — Ordered, That a temporary fence be erected round the Bowling 
green of posts and rails, not to exceed five rails high . 

1771. — Whereas, The General Assembly of this province, have been at 
the great expense of sending for an equestrian statue of his majesty, 
(George III,) and erected the same on the Bowling Green, before his ma- 
jesty's fort in this city, and this Board, conceiving, that unless the said 
Green be fenced in, the same will very soon become a receptacle for all the 
41tb and dirt of the neighborhood, in order to prevent which, it is ordered 
that the same be fenced with iron rails, in a stone foundation, at an expense 
of £800. 

1785. — A petition of Thomas Pool, praying that be may be permitted to 
exhibit some feats of horsemanship in the Bowling Green, was read and 
rejected. 

1786. —A request of Mr. Daniel Ludlow, that he maybe permitted to 
have the care and use of the Bowling Green, at the lower end of the 
Broadway, for two years, he being willing, at his own expense, to manure 
the ground, and sow the same with proper grass seed, and have it well 
laid down as a green; and a request of JVlr. Chancellor Livingston, that the 
direction and use of the said Bowling Green may be granted to him, were 
respectively read . 

Ordered, That the direction and u.se of the said Bowling Green, be 
granted to Mr. Chancellor Livingston, on the terms ofi'ered by Mr. 
Ludlow. 

1789.— A Committee to remove the Federal ship * out of the Bowling 
Green, to have the fence repaired, and to let out the Bowling Green. 

1791. — The Street Committee reported, that in their opinion, the Bowl- 
ing Green, in front of the Government house, ought to be preserved, and 
that it will be necessary the fence should be raised in proportion to the 
regulation of Broadway. Agreed to. 

1795. — Ordered, That the inclosed ground, commonly called the Bowling 
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«fNowVo»k. 



217 

Green, in front of the Government house, be appropriated to the nse of 
the Governor, for the time being. 

1798— Orrfcccrf, That Mr. John Rogers may have the use of the Bowl- 
ing Green, on condition that he keep it in good order, and suffer no crea- 
tures to run in it. 

Thysm's Garden — A place of public resort, just on the outer side of 
the wall of Now Amsterdam, along the present Wall street, was kept by 
Elizabeth Thyseu. The town gate lay jnst by her door, and the nine 
o'clock evening bell has often in the olden time, hurried her loitering 
visitors to hastily betake themselves through the closing portals, or be shut 
out of the city for the night. 

The Outd Kill. — This was the Dutch name of the stream which emptied 
the waters of the Fresh Water pond, into the East River; at about the 
present foot of James street, A bridge crossed the Ould Kill, at about the 
present junction of Roosevelt and Chatham streets, on the line of the prin- 
cipal highway to the city, from the north. 

77ie Cherry Orchard.— 1\ds orchard, ivhioh gave the name to the pre- 
sent Cherry street, was originally planted by Govert Loockermans, one 
of the earliest Dutch settlers. It was situated on the present Chatham 
square, on the slope of a hill, leading down toward a swamp, which is 
now covered by Roosevelt, James and other streets. It was, no doubt, 
one of the earliest plantations of cherry trees on this island . 

The Old Ferry — Wo have formerly given particular descriptions of 
this locality, which was a point of great interest, in very early times, be- 
ing situated at the present Peek slip. 

Corlaer's Plantation — A tobacco farm, from which the name of the pre- 
sent Corlaers hook is derived, lay along the East river, in the vicinity of 
the point so denominated. Its origin is of very ancient date. 

Doniine^s Bowery, — This property which hag been in litigation as a 
part of the Trinity Church property, has been several times particularly 
described in former numbers of the Manual. 

Golden Hill, — The popular name of a place of public resort, In early 
times called VanderclilTs Orchard was situated along the East river, in 
the vicinity of the present John street, at its junction with Cliff street. 
This tavern was, for over fifty years, one of the most frequented suburban 
houses of entertainment; its location ivas esteemeid the most agreeable at 
that period. It gave the name to a part of the present John street, which 
for many years was called Golden hill. 

The " Waal." — "When people, in tho days of New Amsterdam, spoke of 
going down to the " Waal," they referred to a business locality, facing 
the East river, along the present northerly side of Pearl street, between 
the present Coenties slip and Hanover square. The name arose from the 
siding of boards along the river, to keep the tide from washing the street. 
The Cingle. — What is now generally known as having been the city 
wall of New Amsterdam (along the present Wall street,) was, in those 
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days, commonly called the Cmgle, which was supposed to have been a 
Dutch term in fortifications. 

Monument Lane Formerly forming part of the fashionable drive in 

the suburbs of New York, was established in 1768, as appears by the fol- 
lowing record. 

"Whereas, Francis iWarschalk, one of the city surveyors, on Thursday, 
the llth of February, preferred a plan of two roads leading from the 
Bowery lane to the hill or sand bank toward Greenwich, for the apjjroba- 
tion of this Board; they thereupon made choice of the widest of the two, 
and ordered that the persons claiming lands contiguous thereto, have 
notice to show cause on the Monday following, at the Common Council 
chamber, why the same should not be recovered, and to remain a public 
road forever; and whereas, no sufficient cause hag since been shown to this 
Board to the contrary, this Board, thereupon ordered that the same be 
accordingly recorded a public road;" which said road, as agreeable to the 
plan now filed, runs from the old house, fronting the Bowery lane, north, 
seventy-three degrees and thirty minutes; west six chains and eighty-five 
links thence north sixty four degrees and forty five minutes, west twenty- 
two chains and thirty links, to the brook called by the Indian name 
Minetta water." 

The name of Monument lane was given to this road (of which the pre- 
sent Greenwich avenue is a portion), arose from its northern extremity be- 
ing opposite an obelisk, raised in memory of General Wolfe. 

Incleuberg. — Or Fire beacon hill, a name of Dutch origin, and of very 
ancient date, would seem to denote a locality which had served the pur- 
pose of telegraphing to the people of New Amsterdam, the approach of 
savage foes from the more northern part of the island. Thii* hill was 
situated near the present Thirty-sixth street and Fourth avenue; it was 
formerly a part of the common lands of the city, and was sold by the Cor- 
poration in 1S06, for sixty-two thousand dollars; the property embraced 
thirty acres of land. 

In 1751 the following order was made, in favor of Oliver Delancey,E8q., 
whose country residence was in that vicinity. 

Ordered, That Mr. Oliver Delancey, have leave to lay out a road all 
round Inclamvenberg for the convcniency of riding round the same, under 
direction of a Committee of the "Bonrd, and under advice of a surveyor. 

Sailors'' SViug Harbor. — The property, formerly so called, consisted of 
land lying in the present Fifteenth Ward of this, city, cx)ntaining twenty- 
one acres, one rood, thirty-four perches and one. hundred and thirty-two 
feet, which was left by the will of Captain Robert Richard Randall, to- 
gether with other property, to certain tmstees, to erect and build thereon 
" an asylum or marine hospital, to be called the Sailors' Snug Harbor, for 
the purpose of maintaining and supporting aged, decrepit and worn-out 
sailors." Captain Randall, who had previously resided on this place, died 
in 1801. It wa« the intention of the donor to have the hospital bnilt npon 
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a, part of the ground situated in the Fifteenth Ward, but in consequenoe 
of the rapid growth of the city, and of the great rise of property within its 
limits, and also considering the habits and character of seamen, the trustees 
became fuliy convinced that the benevolent design of the testator would he 
more extensively carried into effect, by reserving the whole of the ground in 
their possession, as a source of revenue for the support of the institution, 
and that th? taste of the subjects of the charity would be more gratified, 
and their comfort greatly promoted by purchasing a site for the hospital 
on the river shore. They accordingly procured an act of tho legislature, 
in 1814, authorizing them to purchase land for that purpose, and to lease 
the lots in the Fifteenth Ward. In May, 1S31, the trustees purchased 
the farm on Staten island, now known as Sailors' Snug Harbor, contain- 
ing one hundred and thirty acres of land, and subsequently added twenty 
acres to the original tract. The income of the property belonging to the 
Sailors' Snng Harbor, which in 1806 amounted to four thousand dollars 
per annum, amounted, inl84S to thirty-seven thousand dollars per annum, 
arising, principally, from the ground rent of the piroperty in the Fifteenth 
Ward. 

" 7%e JLocust Trees," a hill on the North river shore, shaded by locusts, 
overlooking the river, with a fine view of the bay, was one of the places 
visited by loiterers and pleasure-hunting youth of New Amsterdam. It 
was on the outskirts of the tower being on the south-westerly side of the 
present Trinity church-yard, which was then inclosed and cultivated as a 
vegetable garden, for the use of the public officers Of tho West India Com- 
pany. 

ByleveU's Bowei-y—Oae of the early farms, laid out by the Dutch 
authorities, was originally granted by the government to Leendert Aorden 
in 1645. It contained about eighty acres, and lay east of the Bowery. 

Pannebacker's Souwery, — Also one of the early farms, set out by the 
government, laid east of the present Chatham square. 

Bowery No. 5, was originally granted in the year 1645, to Cornelia 
Clasen Switz, and contained fifty acres; it laid east of Chatham square. 

Laslaes Plantation and Van Twilkr's Plantation, both cultivated as 
tobacco lands, were in the present Eighth and Ninth Wards, near Sapo- 
oanican or Greenwich. 

Patterns HUl, along the shores of the Collect pond, was so called from 
Crolius' Pottery, established at an early period, between the present Cham- 
bers and Reade streets. 

Scfiaape Pf^nytie, or sheep pasture, a hill-side which, in the times of the 
Dutch, was not yet occupied for building purposes, running down from 
Wall street, the upper part of the present Broad street having been a part 
of the pasture. 

Bestevaer's Cripple £im/i. — This was the Dutch name for what was 
afterward called Beekman's Swamp, covered by the present Ferry, Gold, 
and adjacent streets. 

The Company's Valley or Marsk. — There were several marshy sections 
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on the ieland, which, soon after the settlement, received distinetire names. 
The absve name was applied to the present locality of Broad street, which 
was originally a meadow traversed by an inlet. 

The late Vauxhall, in the Bowery, was formerly the property of Jacob 
Sperry. This gentleman was born in Zurich, in Switzerland, in the year 
1728, and emigrated to this country in 171S. He was educated a physician, 
and after obtaining his diploma, he abandoned the profession. Being fond 
of study and of flowers, be became a florist. Shortly after his arrival, be 
received funds from bis parents, and purchased the above property when in 
a rough state, and established himself as a horticulturist. He there 
reared nine children, five daughters and four sons.- There is but one grand 
son by that name now living in this city, Henry C. Sperry, who was horn 
on the property in ISOO. In 1803, Jacob Sperry sold the properly to John 
Jacob Aster for £9,000, ($45,000). He then purchased a house and gar- 
den from a Mr. Jordan, on the corner of Nicholas William street, (now 
Seventh street.) In ISOS he died, in bis eightieth year. Mr. Astorthen 
gave a twenty-one year's lease to a Frenchman by the name of Delacroix, 
and he named it Vauxhall Garden. Mr- Delvcroia moved the green house 
broad side on the Bowery, and converted it into a saloon. Subsequently 
the dwelling took fire, and partially burned dowui but most of the timbers 
of the house and green-house remained until last fall, whsn the Astor heirs 
demolished them to make room for larger buildings. 

Catiemut'a Hill, along the Collect Pond, in former times kept as a pub- 
lic garden and place of entertainment. It was at the present south-weet 
corner of Chatham and Pearl streets. 

Rotten Row. — In the last century, a collection of houses facing the East 
river, and lying along the present Water street, north of Old slip. 

Sfring Garden, a place of public resort in the last century, situated on 
the present site of the Astor House; at one period, known as the " Drover's 
Inn." 

Saw-mill Crccft— Near Harlem. 

Canvas Town — The place so called, was made after the great lire in 
1776. It lay toward the East river, and from Broad street to Whitehall 
street. It was so called from the temporary construction of the houses, and 
their being generally covered with canvas instead of roofs. Lewd and 
dissolute persons were generally their tenants, and gave them their noto- 
riety and fame.* 

The Vly. — The common name during the last century for the East river 
side of the city above Wall street. Derived from the Smith's Valley of 
the Dutch times. 

The Mall.— The British army, about the time of the Revolution, gave 
this name to their parade in front of Trinity Church. 

Chapel Hilt, (well-known to the boys in sleighing seasons,) descended 
from the present St. George's Chapel in Beekman street. 

* Watson's Annals. 
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The Barracks, erected about the time of the " Old French War," 
extended from the present Chatham street to Broadway, along Chamhers 
street. 

Vlattenbarck Hill — Formerly the name of a lane leading from Broadway 
to a bark mill on the present corner of Broad street and Exchange place. 
It is now known as a part of Exchange place. The same is supposed to be 
derived from its original use of leading to the 6arfc-mill. 

Cowfoot Hill — On the borders of the Collect Pond. 

Jacob's Welt — A mineral spring iu Beekmau's Swamp, now in Jacobs 
street. 

Mount Pleasant — Seo " Bunker Hill." 

Banker Hill This pleasant eminence, from the top of which au exten- 
sive view was to be had of the lower section of the island, was, prior to 
the Kevolutionary War, called Mount Pleasant, and from early times, was 
a place of resort for excursionists and parties from the city. It stood 
a short distance westerly from the Bowery Lane, the precise locality 
being on the blocks now within the boundaries of Centre, Grand, Broome 
and Elizabeth streets On the south it sloped down to the meadows which 
surrounded the Collect Pond. On the north it was bounded by a line 
leading through Mr. Bayard's farm. On the west by the garden of Mr. 
Bayard, and on the east it descended gradually to the Bowery road. The 
bill was, after the Kevolutiou, excavated, and the earth used to fill up the 
Collect Pond. At one period it was known as " Bayard's Mount." 

Crown Point Road. — This was the name of the country road which, 
before the Revolutionary War, was the usual way of reaching Crown Point 
or Corlaer's Hook, from the Bowery. It lay along the present line of 
Grand street. It passed over a high hill, commonly called Jones' Hill, on 
the summit of which was then the residence of Thomas Jones, Esq. Jones' 
Hill was near the present junction of Division and Grand streets. 

Crreen Hill— See " Jones' Hill." 

Claver-wayl ie, or Clover pasture, a large field, belonging originally to 
the Damen farm, and situated on the south side of the present Maiden 
lane, in the vicinity of Nassau and William streets. This field, from hav- 
ing furnished pasture to the cattle of such of the town people, as desired 
to give their animals better pasture than the Commons afforded, became a 
well-known locality to the towns' people 

Oyster Pasty. — This name was commonly applied to a locality on the 
shore of the North river, opposite the present Exchange place. The small 
lane, leading from Broadway west, (now a part of Exchange place,) was 
formerly called Oyster Pasty alley, and a fortification at the end of this 
lane, was known as the " Pasty Mount." 

Pie Women's Lane, was the original name of the present Nassau street. 

Schreyers's Hook. — This was the Dutch name of a triangular point of 
land on the North river side of the city, in the rear of the present Trinity 
ohurch-yard. 
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Nortwick—A aettlement on the Norfch river, in the upper section of the 
island, was so called In the tinier of tho Dutch. 

Ranelagk. — A fashionable place of resort, named after the famous plea- 
sure garden so called, in the vicinity of London, in the last century. Our 
Ranelagh was situated near the site of the present Hospital, (on the west 
of Broadway,) occupying an extensive section of land, diversified by or- 
namental gardens, laid out in the geometrical style, in fashion in those 
days, with umbrageous alleys and mysterious labyrinths, sacred to tho 
sentimental wanderings of the romantic youth of the city. The view from 
Ranelagh was very pleasant, stretching away to the west over the Hudson, 
and eastward over the Fresh Water or Collect pond, while to the south- 
ward lay tbe inhabited parts of the town. The approach to Kanclagh 
from the city, was by a road nearly on the present line of Broadway, 
though that thoroughfare was not then extended beyond the present St. 
Paul's church. 

Vauxhali Garden. — In early times called the Bowling Green Garden, 
was for many years one of the chief places of resort for pleasure-hunters 
from the city. Its situation wason the shore of the North river, about th« 
present junction of Warren and Greenwich streets- The name was changed 
to Vaushall about the year 1750; from which time New York had its Ran- 
elagh and Vauxhali, as well as its great prototype, London. The gardens 
were highly ornamented, and were laid out in alloys, with shady walks, 
stretching along the northerly side of the present Warren street, from the 
river shore to the present Church street. Soon after the Kevolution its 
rural aspect became lost in the maze of streets, althongh we believe the 
old house stood for many subsequent years on the corner of Warren and 
Greenwich streets, still occupied as a place of public resort, but not of the 
first fashion as of old. 

J^ove Lune — New York, like many other villages, had at different times, 
its romantic, secluded and shady lanes, or by-roads, where youthful 
couples loved to wander from the more public paths, and to enjoy a sum- 
mer walk, without fear of annoyance from obtrusive persons. The first of 
these umbrageous lanes was that called by the Dutch the *' Maedge 
paetje," or Maidens path, now Maiden lane; the next, some century later, 
was situated near the present line of East Broadway, extending from the 
present Chatham square, nearly half a mile eastward; it was a road 
through tho farm of Colonel Rutgers, and was quite secluded, no objec' 
tion was made by tbe proprietor to the romantic intruders, and henco the 
name ''Love Lane," was given to the road. Through the centre of the 
road ran a brook, which emptied into the East river, near the late Rut- 
ger's mansion, after passing through an artificial pond, on the premises. 

Jones* Hill. — A circular hill, formerly situated about tho present j unction 
of Grand and Division streets, was the most prominent landmark on the 
eastern part of the island. It received its name from being tho residence 
of Thomas Jones, Esq., a leading member of thQ legal profession in this 
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city. We believe Mr. Jonea occupied the mausioii on the summit of the 
hill, from about the year 1765. lu after times, this became known as the 
Green hill, and was a pi-ominent object, vieved in the distance from the 
City Hall. The mansion on the summit had been transformed into a 
tavern and place of public resort, under the name of the Belvedere. 

Old JVrcck Brook. — There are several very old descriptions of localities 
which seem to have been given before local causes gave names to places 
and which are curious for that reason, although we are unable, with cer- 
tainty, to point out the precise place which these- names represent; among 
these is that above-mentioned, which we find referred to in one of the 
oldest deeds on record, viz., in 1639^ it is set forth in a grant to Peter 
Vanderlindeu, tobacco planter, as " land on this island, where Tunis lu-ay 
lies next adjoining, beginning at the little brook called the Old Wreck 
till to Claes Sybrauts', stretching along the East river three hundred paces, 
of three feet each." The same observations as those above, with respect to 
the kill (or brook) called the " Old Wreck," applies to two other streams, 
one called 

" The KU wheie the water is running over the slmics, and 

Tfie Kil where the tree ties ova- the water — If our readers have curiosity 
to search out these localities we will give tbem all the information in our 
power to aid them. The description being found in a grant dated in 1641 , 
of " land oc Manhattan island, in breadth betwixt the two creeks where 
the water is running over the stones, and the tree lies over the water, with 
the same breadth betwizt the two creeks into the woods. We think, how* 
ever, that it means between the present Kip's Bay and Turtle Bay. But 
while upon this intricate subject, we may aa well go on a little further, in 
respect to those names of early times, and refer to that vicinity known, in 
1639, as 

Deutel Bay. ~~SiQQe corrupted into Turtle Bay. We find it thus men- 
tioned at the above dat«, in a grant to two tobacco planters, ** land on 
this island, extending in breadth from Centel Bay along the East river 
tUl to the 

" Hill of Schempoes," where 

The beach tree ties over the waia\ one hundred rods deep in the woods. 

The Great Kilt, or (Great Creek,) present Harlem river, known as 
above in time of the Dutch. 

The Otter's Poor, or Otter Track. The name of land along the £ast 
river, near Harlem, date 1645 . 

BytevtU's Bowery. — In the time of the Dutch, was the name of a farm 
of about eighty acres on this ieland. 

Corlaar's Plantation. — In the vicinity of Corlaer's Hook , 

Flatland. — The region about Harlem was known to the Dutch by this 
name. 

Rutgers' Park — By this name was formerly known the triangular un- 
inclosed space, now called Chatham square. The old Rutgers' mansion, 
(not the one at the eastern part of the farm,) occupied by Captain Hw- 
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maa Ratgerf, ^^-ood at the prfT-='^r.r. j^n'-jtlorj ofLi7!?.!oci rT^'i*. and Ear. 
Broadway, fiacicg the =ou*h. Ir. front, their dcor-vard, st ozj^ period 
•nrrounded by a p>;k^' f^nc*, ^^t^nded in. front of the EiaiLvior. s,r.d wa? 
cocioionly called KTa:?";:?/ Park, In aft^r tim^s, tfaia va.? tb^ ofual stand 
of haj Tra^'^L", and was throTrn op^n t'j the pfublic- AVhen 'tri^si^T 'wtrt 
laid out *.h:ough E-ut^-^:?' Farm, th^ Htfro^. in tke rear of th*: hoa-.'^ wa^i 
'■;5;Iled af'-'ir Captaio Rurg-rr?' wife, Catharine, by which it h itili kco-^r::; 
while tijit no'?!' known a= East Broadway wa» r_s.rii^d aft^r himfelf Har- 
man, 07 whieh it wa.-; for a lo.o^ timo known, 

27t€ T'-/;9 P'/rui: . — Alor:;^ *!i^ Bo'.T^r;r road, i.o, the Ticinitj of '.L'i r^.-*- 
«ent Grand Htre*:*, '''jnn^.Tly -t^.t'-: two p'jnd*, oci^ or: each r'd'^ of the roa.) 
within tb'j i&nce ar.d cppo^:'; (iach other: tb'i-v wire at the foot of MoTict 
Pli5r£-Ear:.t or Bunk'rr hilL ri^ferre'i to in £i.oth^r pla/-;';, acd "^r^ probably 
T.b'i oataral oi=r>im5 into which tb'i ■w^at'irt from ibh hill were ^•rj.-.h'ired. 

Burnt Mill PrArU — A jatticg^ poict on the c:.£.n ri'^r, at p.-'jSAnt known 
as the T-rr D'j^^£.- Tne nii^e abo-'-m^T^tionerd s..-'.'.'; froci the circom- 
stanec •.ba*, in former times a "^iiid mill had been 'rreo-.-id oti OoTerrior 
^tavTi^rin".'': prop'^rtj, '^p'^n a snial! el'^Ta'.^d i-'^^nd in tb"; i::.5.r'ib at thii 
point of the Ht^t. Tb*!: old n'^:':I b--'i b^-io i-,!;^' der^trov-id by fir*, h:it be- 
ing sitoated npon tbls d'i2';rt rr,ot. wae p'iT:x,;"'.':ed- to s'-ind in nins for 
maLv -j'z^n and beirg a prom'ner.: mark fr-.'^, tb^ -r.rtr. ^.h-'t a -5.::::^ to 
the loci'-i'-v. 

Crown Foird. — TbL= name was for £. tiaie applied py the p.-e^nt C'jt- 
l^r'E hook, tbft Utter, howerer if tbs more &Lr!et*. r^oie, ita oHglrj rj-- 
iojz down to th& ticie of the Datch p^y?%=v.on. 

£lgin Garden. — A. large estate, so oilled ab<Ftit tbe coffi^encercenc of 
tbe preaei^t cer.t^^rr. i>,t;ited on the Fifth i'e.oti,^ ^r.i Fiftieth street aLd 
the adjacent blocks. 

Dta/.'/n t Hou^'i. — A= tbe poo-r b'.:-.^ in tbe time" of tbe Dutch wai 
oalled, ^i'. gitoated on the pre^en; be^^e.- street, r^or.b side west of S-o^d 
street- 

Tr.i Plain,— Tbi p .-6-.*^- EowUtg Ore';;: wai » called, in 1^*1 

Sjiikf^ftdfrX''! — 'Z''J-Z Ti2,^afi has b^^ri r^'';^r.r,lj morii ^•'::i^rs..;7 kii'.,-^:i aj 
Spav'-'^dajre' ; bnt *he fonae? i? tie or.ho^apbj of t'^^: ■;arfit=* cier^'J-.r. 
we fi^d of it in tie re'it.rd^, ''iz^viz. otc^r^ in tie 1®5 cr Le^triv oi;e h^r.- 
dj-ed and slztj-i -^ veir? ?iiie- At ti.it pen'^jd a p.-o_::-,-,itl':i wai ii.^de to 
balld a bridge OT'rr it. I'he prlTi'egfej T^bi'^b was, ijt tb^; first :irtarv;. 
^a!tted bj tie I^^lil^ttire to tiie Citj of Xerw York, b-: wa.= jirrezd.eTed 
b,- th» C'..rporit;'jt M 7.-5der>-i ?b:.llp=». who be»aii», about tiit t-i;», 
tbe patentee of a g-^t pan o: Weatcbeater eoimtj, iLd who was afcotit 
?-ta.bll*i:ig 1--'. r'cjidfettoe on his iiiior, and ".eii:ii ot:t b:z laid.? T15 
bridge 7ri.»a ieee-.:i-" way ^f tonntnieatior., bvlind. wltb tie eitj". It 
waa ar/',-;t ti.it t;:ie that .-111 jibrldje roa.d was laid oat tirosjh tie 
woodid hrn 2.; ,ig tie lortheriy part of ilaiiittan lalaid. 

Stm^t Bouxetry. — Tie £ii.-;t ij pretty well knowii tiat B'/ijuBery wai the 
Di'.ci Dams of liid onder -r^tlritloi. "VVhei tie ij^itti £r»t lettkd tb;? 
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island they divided up such parts of the land as was best adapted for cul- 
tivation, into convenient parcels, and granted them to individual settlers. 
There wore two or three below the Park, and some along the Worth river, 
toward Sapokanican, or Greenwich, but the most fertile lay along the 
present Bowery, which received its original name, " Bouwery lane," from 
its passage through these farming lands. Stille's Bouwery was one of the 
or;ginal farms in the times of the Dutch. It was, when originally laid 
out, called " Bouwery No. 6." It lay along the present south-cast side of 
Chatham square, coming down to Pearl street. 

Sikipper Lomv's Point.— This, in old Dutch times, was the designation 
of the outlet of the Fresh Water Creek into the East river, (then known 
as Ould Kill,) at about the present foot of James street. The word schip- 
per designated the captain of a vessel, and it is probable this locality was, 
at a very early period, the residence of Captain Louw. This designation 
.has, of course, been obsolete for a great many years. 

Van Ccnlen's Neck designated in the Dutch period, a point of land 
near Harlem. 

Steenwyek's Orchard — A part of the farm belonging to the eminent 
Dutch merchant of that name, lay along tho present westerly aide of the 
Bowery and Chatham square. Orchards were, in those days, much es- 
teemed and cultivated by those citisens who could indulge in luxuries. 
The Bowery road was adorned with orchards. Nextabove Steenwyek's was 
situated Heerman's orchard, belonging to Augustyn Heermans, another 
wealthy merchant in the times of New Amsterdam. 

Sapokanican. — This is one of the few Indian names of localities on this 
island, which have been preserved and can be identified. The name was 
applied to the vicinity afterward called Greenwich, and now in the Ninth 
Ward of the city. Tho name of Sapokanican to this locality was the com- 
mon appellation in the times of the Dutch, and among their descendants^it 
continued to bo used for several generations after the Dutch era. But 
among the English the name of Greenwich prevailed, and finally, threw 
out of use, entirely, the euphonious name which had been sent down from 
Indian times. 

Rechau/an. — This is another Indian name, and was applied to the vicini- 
ty of the present village of Harlem. This name was soon lost among the 
Dutch, and gave place to New Harlem, as that portion of tho island was 
termed. 

The Marsh. — In different eras, this name was popularly known. Thus, 
in very early times of the Dutch, (1643,) it was understood as desi nating 
the present locality of Broad street. As this part of the city Dscamo 
drained, filled up and occupied, the marshes on the outskirts of the city 
received this appellation Thus, (faking them in order, we may mention 
Beekman's Swamp, Wolfert's Meadows and the Collect Swamp, which are 
more particularly mentioned in other places. 

Zant Berg, or Sand Hill, was an elevated range of hills, traversing a 
part of tho city through the Eighth and Fifteenth Wards. There were 
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several prominent points on the Zandt Berg. The residence of Abraham 
Mortier, Commissary in the British army, was erected, about the year 
1760, on one extremity of this range. This building was subsequently 
culled the Richmond Hill House. The position of this house was near 
the present corner of Varick and Charlton streets. Andrew Elliott, Esq., 
erected a country seat near the other e.ttremity of the range. His garden 
was laid out upon a round hill, having a carringe-woy winding to its 
summit. The last named place was near the present junction of Eighth 
and Greene streets. To the north of the Zaut Berg hills lay a valley, 
through which ran the brook called, by the Indians, Minetta, and by the 
whites Beslevaer's Killetje. or Grandfather's Brook, which traced its 
course, through meadow lauds, from the springy marshes occupying the 
present locality of Washington square; thence wending, in a course nearly 
west, and emptying in the North river, near the present Hamersley street. 
On the south lay the Zant Berg hills, covered by a growth of forest trees; 
on the north, the cultivated fiold.s, which an hundred years ago wore a 
part of the farm of Admiral Sir Peter Warren, near Greenwich. 

The Boiee. — In the times of the Dutch, this name was given to a part 
of the Bowery road. 

. The " Drovers' Inn," a tavern of distinction, on the outskirts of the 
town, situated near the present site of the Astor House. It was, at one 
period, known as the Spring Garden, a place of public resort. It is be- 
lieved to have been, originally, the farm-house attached to what was called 
the King's Farm, stretching along, north of Fulton street, as far as Cham- 
bers street, and from Broadway to the river. This farm was one of those 
originally laid out by the Dutch, od the first settlement of the island, and 
was reserved to the special use of the Company. Upon the conquest, by 
the English, it became government property, and was afterward leased to 
Trinity Church, in perpetuity. 

IVolpherVs Vatley. — The Dutch name of a swamp covered by the present 
Roosevelt, James, Cherry and adjacent streets. The name arose from its 
original proprietor, Jacob Wolphertsen Van Cowenhoven, a brewsr of 
New Amsterdam, who, at a very early period, received a grant of this 
natural meadoAV, a sort of land highly e.^teemed by the Dutch as pasturage . 

The Great Meadtno. — By this name the swamp covered by Canal 
street and neighborhood was formerly known in early times. 

Shoemakers' Pasture The farm of the four shoemakers, lying north of 

and along Maidou lane, east of Broadway, south of Ann and west of Gold 
streets, was commonly known by this name. And it is one indication of 
the moderate value of the land in thoso days, (about one hundred and 
sixty years since,) that a farm, on the immediate borders of the town, 
should have been allowed to go into hands whose principal inducement was 
the actual produce of the land, it lay along the tan pits in Maiden lane. 
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LIST OF CITIZENS 

Admitted as Freemen op the City of New Vohk, prom 1749 to 

THE RevOLITTIOSARY WaE. 



In the first volume ol' the History of the City or New Yorlt, the compllor ftirnisUed 
a complete list of persons admitted to the privileges of citizens up to and including 
the year 1743. To present a full list from that period up to the time of the Eevolu- 
lion, it l3 supposed, will bo satisfactory to many to whom the names and occupa- 
tions of tbo business men of oldcu times is a matter of curiosity. These have been 
arranged alpbabelically, as a more convenient form than to follow tbc records ac- 
cording to dates. 



1749. 
Alaop, John, gent, att'y at law. 
Acker, William, laborer. 
Appleby, George, blacksmith. 

1751. 
Aekerman, Abraham, laborer. 
Alexander, Duncan, tailor. 
Aekerman, Nicholas, laborer. 
Ackling, Anthony, cooper. 
Anderson, Joseph, laborer. 
Anderson, Edward, laborer. 

1752. 
Anthony, Peter, cordwainer. 
Anthony, Nicholas, cordwainer. 
Aekerman, Jacobus, laborer. 

1753. 
Arden, Thomas, cordwainer. 

1754. 
Alienor, John, shipwright. 
AUenar, Abraham, shipwright 
Amory, John, merchant- 

1755. 
Allan, William, mariner 

1756. 
Allen, Benjamin, tailor. 
Armstrong, John, laborer. 

1757. 
Abrahams, Emanuel, distiller. 
Anderson, George, laborer. 



Allen, John, laborer. 
Atkins, Kobert, laborer. 
AUie, Albert, laborer. 

1758. 
Alexander, Robert, merchant. 
Aekerman, Hendricus, laborer. 
Adolphns, Isaac, merchant. 
Amerman, Albert, baker. 

1769. 
Alger, William, merchant. 

1760. 
Anderson, John, joiner. 
Allen, Jacob A., gunnnith. 
Andriesen, Abram, laborer. 
Aersen, Benjamin, butcher. 

1761. 
Annelly, Edward, gunsmith. 
Arden, Francis, bricklayer. 
Alatyn, Jeronimus, blacksmith . 
Allan, Richard, brass-founder. 

1765. 
Abeel, James, merchant. 
Anderson, Elias, blacksmith. 
Abeel, Garret, merchant. 
Anthony, Nicholas W., tanner. 
Andrews, Robert, whitesmith. 
Arden, John, carpenter. 
Acker, Philip, carpenter. 
Auxberry, Alex., cordwainer. 
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1768. 
Armstrong, John, peruke-maker. 
Aeraeo, Aaron, baker. 
Allinon, K.obert, carpenter. 
Amerman, Pi.icfaar'J, cooper. 

1769. 
Alloock, Joseph, gentleman. 
Armstrong, Jamea, groi^er. 
Arthur, John, gentleman. 
Allen, William, eordwainer. 
Anderson, Ellas, wheelwright, 
Alner, James, folt-makcr. 
Allgelt, Jaeohas, boatman. 



Ackermah, Lewis, cartman. 
Allen, William, guDsmith. 
Arnory, Charles, mariner. 

1770. 
Arnold, Elijah, cooper. 
Anthony, John, eordwainer. 
Atwood, Thomas E., druggist. 
Algea, John, mariner- 
Arnold, William, ropje-maker. 
Arents, James, peruke-maker. 
Austin, Thomas, carpenter. 
Anderson, Nicholas, laborer 
Anderson, Alexander, joiner. 



B 

1749. 
Erower, Petms, laborer. 
Eogart, Simon, mariner. 
Eagley, Josiah, mariner 
Brown, Daniel, shopkeeper. 
Eulaen, Comelius, turner. 
Brower, Everardus, felt-maker. 
Bussing, James, cooper. 

1750. 
Erane, Thomas, merchant. 
Bailey, Samuel, yeoman. 
Berrian, John, boatman. 
Brewer, Jeremiah, merchant, 
Burge, Richard, Inmer. 
Bullock, Edward, gentleman. 
Eyraack, Henry, Jr. 
BokOB, Abraham, cooper. 
B«ekman, William, Jr., mariner 
Brown, John, carpenter. 
Eeann, Picne, confectioner. 

1751. 
Bury, John, tailor. 
Bancker, Nioholas, laborer, 
Bailey, Jonathan, laborer. 
Eeekman, Gerardos W., merch't. 
Bosaing, John, baker. 
Eookhoadt, Peter, laborer . 
Barnes, Andrew, merchant. 



1752. 

Baldwin, Stephen, cordwainc-r . 
Brazier, Isaac, blacksmith. 
Bancker, Abraham, lahorer. 
Bingham, John, eordwainer. 
Eagley, Josiah, Jr., carpenter. 
Bagley, William, laborer. 

l/.Ki. 
Bowen, John, carpenter. 
Brasell, John, laborer. 
Bodine, Vincent, cooper. 

1754. 
Elarick, Jeremiah, eordwainer. 
Benson, Garret, laborer. 
Baudoine, Jeremiah, stay-maker, 
Bernard, Isaac, laborer. 
Brown, Ijavid, laborer. 

17.^5. 
Eurbaok, Thomas, laborer. 
BrinkerbolT, IJirck, shopkeeper. 
Beekman, David, merchant 
Eyvanck, Petru.?, mercliant. 
Byvanck, John, merehant. 
Brass, Adolph, Jr., merchant. 
Boyle, Robert, pewterer . 
Brown, Samuel, bookbinder, 
Eanta, Jacob, laborer. 
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1756. 

Bogert, Henry A . , laborer. 
Burk, Joseph, laborer. 
BroiYii, William, joiDer. 
Brewer, John, laborer. 
Brevoort, Henry, blacksmith. 
Bewer, ISichoIas, laborer. 
Banks, James, laborer. 

1757. 
Brook, Walter, laborer. 
Bernard, Daniel, cordwainor. 
Bush, Staats, laborer 
Brower, Aldrick, laborer. 
Bush, Isaac, laborer. 
Burger, Johannes, mariner. 
Brower, Jacob, laborer. 
Brower, Darid, laborer. 

1758. 
Bailey, Ellas, laborer. 
Brewer, Charles, laborer. 
Blauvelt, Isaac, laborer. 
Bedford, Thomas, laborer. 
Burohell, Henry, laborer. 
Brown, John Hendrick, baker. 
Benson, Benjamin, laborer. 
Brevoort, Alexander, laborer. 

1759. 
Bogart, James, baker. 
Brown, John, baker. 
Birch, John, shipwright. 
Butler, Michael, laborer. 
Butler, William, saddler. 

1760. 
Bennett, Isaac, cooper. 
Burling, Lancaster, shipwright. 
Banker, John, carpenter. 

1761. 
Burns, Thomas, cooper. 
Blanck, Paul, cordwainer. 
Bunnell, Elias, blacksmith. 
Burger, Marius, cordwainer. 
Brewington, Geo., Jr.,gentlem'n. 
Bennett, William, blacksmith. 
Burns, Robert, cooper. 
Bennett, Cornelius, cordwainer. 
Beckett, John, cordwainer. 



Boyd, Robert, Jr., blacksmith. 

1765. . 
Ball, Isaac, carpenter. 
Bell, Andrew, blacksmith. 
Bickers, William, hatter. 
Bickers, Victor, hatter. 
Brower, Jacob, carpenter. 
Barclay, David, peruke-maker. 
Beekman,. Henry, peruke-maker. 
Blanck, Andrew, cartman. 
Brower, Jacob, baker. 
Becker, Nicholas, cordwainer. 
Byvanck, Evert, Jr., merchant. 
Benson, Christian, mariner. 
Bussing, Timothy, cordwainer. 
Burger, Peter, peruke-maker. 
Burger, Daniel, blockmaker. 
Barry, John, baker. 
Baldwin, William, stay-maker. 
Bogert, Jacobus, baker. 
Bussing, Isaac, cooper. 
Bussing, Hermanus, shopkeeper. 
Brinkerhoff, Henry, cordwainer. 
Banta, Paulus, carpenter. 
Bates, John, breeches maker. 
Brinkerhoff, Abm., shopkeeper. 
Brinkerhoff, Dirck, shopkeeper. 
Banta, David, mason . 
Bell, George, loborer. 
Bennett, James, coppersmith. 
Brown, David, tailor. 
Brower, John, upholsterer. 
Brugman, Godfried, mason. 
Burt, Richard, blacksmith. 
Bates, Samuel, breeches-maker. 
Buys, Matthew, blacksmith. 
Boulton, Anthony, cordwainer. 
Burgiss, Oliver, carpenter. 
Boiss, Vandle, baker. 
Boggs, James, cooper. 
Brown, Jacob, carpenter. 
Beekman, William, butcher. 

1766. 
Barnes, Conrad, hatter. 

1767. 
Ban«ker, Richiurd, merchant. 
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1763. 

Brown, John, yeoman. 
Burger, Gilbert, scrivener. 
Bickers, Henry, hatter. 
Bickers, Walter, hatter. 
Baldwin, T., carpenter. 

1769. 
Byers, James, brass founder. 
Boyd, Samuel, blacksmith . 
Bleccker, Anth'y L., gentleman. 
Barr, t'rederiok, painter. 
Ball, George, merchant. 
Byvanok, William, shipwright. 
Bancker, Evert, shopkeeper. 
Bill, Benjamin, felt-maker. 
Butler, William, scrivener, 
Bassett, Frederick, pewterer. 
Burling, Thomas, cabinet-maker. 
Bennett, Christopher, gent. 
Barclay, Thomas, merchant. 
Bend, Grove, shopkeeper. 
Booth, Benjamin, gent. 
Blancke, Jacob, carpenter. 
Bleecker, John, gent. 
Beck, George, butcher. 
Bonnett, James, jeweler. 
Bolton iliohard, innholder. 
Eunce, Samuel, joiner. 
Brower, John, carpenter. 
Brower, Abraham, tailor. 
Bogcrt, John N., brazier. 
Burrows, John, joiner 
Brown, Evert, blacksmith. 
Boyer, Samuel, peruke-maker. 
Brush, Crean, gentleman. 
Beekman, Gerard G. , Jr., merch. 
Barwick, John, cartman. 
Brazier, Abm., Jr., saddler. 



Bertine, Peter, mariner. 
Bogert, Nicholas P., mariner. 
Brashier, Philip, merchant. 
Burck, Francis, scrivener. 
Bayeau, Thomas, innholder. 

1770. 
Bohtha, John, distiller. 
Bronlihurst, John, sugar refiner. 
Berrian, John, Jr., mariner. 
Bostwiok, Ephraim, carpenter. 
Brasier, Lawrence, felt-maker. 
Backstone, John, baker. 
Brandon, John, mariner. 
Banker, Aaron, bricklayer. 
Brewerton, Jacob, gentleman. 
Bancker, Isaac, cordwainer. 
Burrows, Benjamin, cordwainer. 
Banfield, Thomas, cooper. 
Brown, Thomas, mariner. 
Barnct, Thomas, gentleman. 
Bussing, Benjamin, Jr., tailor. 
Beck, Joseph, stny-raaker. 
Boles, John, scrivener. 
Brownjohn, Wm., Jr., surgeon. 

1773. 
Blagge, John, gentleman. 
Blagge, Edward, gentleman. 

1774. 
Buchanan, John, mariner. 
Bell, William, breeches-maker. 
Eetts, John, cabinet-maker. 
Bardln, Edward, innkeeper. 

1775. 
Brannon, Chs. John, innkeeper. 
Burke, Thomas, tin plate maker. 
Bushart, Jacob, carpenter. 
Bell, Robert, tailor. 
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1749. 
Corby, John, laborer. 
Clardock, Bonj., shipwright. 
Clifton, Benj., shipwright. 
ChurehweU, John mast-maker. 



Crilin, William, mariner. 
Connolly, Alexr., physician. 
Carlisle, William, mariner. 

1750. 
Ciawford, Jos., dancing master. 
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Care, Gabriel, saddler. 
Carrjl, Patrick, shopkeeper. 
Clarkson, David, Jr., gentlem*n. 
Collins, Tliomas, carpenter. 
Cosine, John, cooper. 
Chadwick, John, laborer. 
Crampehire, Thomas, wig-raaker 
Garter, Daniel, painter, 
(^anstin, Isaac, yeoman. 

1751. 
Carstatig, Isaac, rope-maker. 
Carpenter, .Stephen, yeoman. 

17o2. 
Carmen, Benj., laborer. 
Crane, Josiah, tobacconist. 
CoTenhoren, Paulus, laborer. 
Crum, Peter, laborer. 
Coon, Samuel, merchant. 
Connelly, Peter, laborer; 
Corater, Barthus, tailor. 

1753. 
Cowdrey, Samuel, felt-maker. 
Golden, Alex., merchant. 
Cram, John, leather dresser. ■ 

1754. 
Carrell, James, butcher. 
Cargill, John, butcher. 
Cornell, Jacob, weaver. 
Cornwell, Richard, shipwright. 

1755. 
Crawford, John, laborer. 
Cannon, Andrew, merchant. 
Gartwright, Corns., merchant. 
Clarke, Luke, laborer. 

1756. 
Cobham, William, shopkeeper. 
Conklin, Isaac, laborer. 
Cursen, Richard, gentleman. 
Cheeseman, Thomas, shipwright. 
Caverly, Peter, shipwright. 
Cornell, Peter, bricklayer. 

1757. 
Clements, Moses, cabinot-makor. 
Coarow, Isaac, bricklayer. 
Oree, John, cordwainer. 
Campbell, Arohibald, laborer. 

21 



Clapham, George, laborer. 
Coales, Nathaniel, laborer. 
Cooley, Francis, mariner. 

1758 
Coolback, John, laborer. 
Comfort, Benj., laborer. 
Crisp, John, ship carpenter. 
Campton, Samuel, tinman. 

1759. , . 

Cock, Abrahnm. cooper. 
Crosby, Samuel, laborer. 
Chatterton, Shadriek, laborer- 
Cargill, James, butcher. :■ 
Clawson, Jacob, butcher. 
Cowlet, William, cooper. 
Cob, William, mariner. 

1700. 
Cannon, Aruout, carpenter. 
Chadwino, Joseph, cooper. 

1761. 
Carter, Vincent, laborer. 
Cox, Joseph., upholsterer. 
Campbell, Duncan, tailor. 
Campbell, John, potter. 
Cooper, Cornelius, hatter. 
Cooper, Wolfert, laborer. 
Carr, William, tailor. 
Cochran, Joseph, carpenter. 

1762. 
Clopper, Coras., Jr., balser. 

1761. 
Cebra, James, merchant. 

1765. 
Carrow, Isaac, oabinet-makor. 
Campbell, James, cordwainer. 
Carolius, Peter, cordwainer. 
Cregier, Simon, cordwainer. 
Cregior, Corns., cordwainer. 
Cree, John, Jr., cordwainer. 
Corsa, Isaac, shopkeeper. ' 
Crugor, John Harris, merchant. 
Cruger, Nicholas, merchant. 
Games, John, merchant. 
Cosine, Walter, shopkeeper. 
Clock, Jacob, carpenter. 
Caverly, Joseph, shipwright. 
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Cready, James, cordwaiaer. 
Crawford, Wm., soap boiler. 

1767. 
Crawford, William, cooper. 

1768. 
Craunell, Robert, mariner. 
Clarke, John, turner. 
Child, J ohn, sugar baker. 
Conard, Darling, bricklayer. 

1769. 
Campbell, Thomas, potter. 
Campbell, William, gentleman. 
CoUister, Thos., cabinet-maker. 
Carrow, John, oordwainer. 
Cowdrey, Jonathan, carpenter. 
Clem, John, blacksmith. 
Clarke, Alexander, weaver. 
Clarkson, Savinus, merchant, 
Crabb, Thomas, gentleman. 
Cannon, Abraham, oordwainer. 
Cornish, Richard, inn-holder. 
Curry, Archibald, gentleman. 



Crimshier, John D., att*y at law. 

1769. 
Creamer, Balthazar, hosier. 
Cherbaoker, John, laborer. 
Chappie, Poter, stocking weaver. 
Crosskoop, John G., baker. 
Connolly, James, oordwainer. 
Cannon, Abraham, baker. 

1770. 
Clarke, John, shagreen case mkr. 
Colegrove, Francis, felt-maker. 
Child, Francis, scrivener. 
Cuyler, Barent, merchant. 
Crolius, William, potter. 
Cobham, James, inn-holder, 
Crossley, William, armorer. 
Chartres, Joseph, wheelwright. 
Corby, William, gardener. 
Craig, John, weaver, 
Covenhoven, Francis, painter. 

1775. 
Conner, Bryan, inn-keeper. 



D 



1749. 

Devoor, David, Jr., weaver, 
Dalley, John, laborer- 
Dudley, Fras., bouso carpenter. 
De Duysten, Barent. 
Darlington, Wm., peruke-maker. 
Duryea, Folkert, shopkeeper. 
Delancy, Jr., Abm., felt-raaker. 
Demaree, Joost, 

1750. 
Dodge, Amos, carpenter 
Delametre, Isaac . 
Duncan, James, gentleman. 
Duryea, Jacob, baker. 
Duryea, John, baker. 
Dow, William, cooper. 

1751. 
Dibblee, Jonathan, inn-holder. 
Delap, Joseph, carpenter. 
Deivers, Johames, rigger. 



Dickson, Robert, joiner. 
Devoe, Nicholas, laborcr. 

1852. 
Donaldson, William, merchant. 
Demaree, Christian, laborer. 
Dawson, Roner, merchant. 
Durell, Jonathan, potter. 

1753. 
Dunlap, Thomas, merchant. 

1754. 
Davis, John, joiner. 
Duncan, Jr., George, gentleman. 
Derham, Henry, shipwright. 
Duryea, Dirck, baker. 

1755. 
De Pabia, Roland, merchant. 
Dally, Jr , John, shipwriwht. 
Devoe, Jacobus, laborer. 
Davis, James, laborer . 
Devoe, Nicholas, laborer. 
Douglass, Benjamin, tailor. 
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175G. 

Diitchcr, Wilhelmus, laborer. 
Demaree, David, laborer. 
Davis, David, laborer. 
De Groot, John, laborer. 
Dillingham, Sylvanus, shipwright 
Delamater, Samuel, cordwainer. 
Delamater, Isaac, laborer. 

1757. 
Derry, Patrick, tailor. 
Denny, John, cordwainor. 
Devoo, Daniel, laborer. 
Datchie, James, wig-maker, 
Davis, John, laborer. 
Dalglish, John, merchant. 
De Van, John, leather dresser. 

173S. 
Doughty, Philip, tailor. 

1759. 
Demaree, John, bricklayer. 
Dickson, James, shipwright. 
Delucena, Samuel, shop-keeper. 
Desch, John Baltus, tinman. 

1761. 
Ue Groot, Samuel, laborer. 
Dominiok, Francis, carpenter. 
Davis, John, tailor. 
Dominiok, George, bricklayer. 
De Voe, Frederick, cordwainer. 
Do Reymour, Nicholas, hatter. 
De Groot, John, joiner. 
Dudley, John, baker. 
Dudley, William, carpenter. 
De Blan, Waldrou, vies-rer. 
Do Grove, Walter, cooper. 
De Klyn, Leonard, joiner. 

1765. 
De Pcyster, Gerard, merchant. 
De Pcyster, Jr., Wm., merchant. 
De White, William, cordwainer. 
Dunscomb, James, cooper. 
Dyokman, Samuel, carpenter. 
De Foreeat, John, sail-maker. 
Delamontagnie, John, painter. 
De Peyster, Nicholas, merchant. 
Dodge, Thomas, shipwright . 



Deal, Samuel, hosier. 
De Grusha, Abm., shipwright. 
De Grusha, Jr., Ellas, rope-mkr. 
Drake, Joseph, shop-keeper. 
De Milt, Peter, tailor. 
Dnryee, Jr., John. 
Devoe, Jr., Joseph, cordwainer. 
Delanoy, Abm., bricklayer. 
Dunn, Gary, goldsmith. 
Deas, James, peruke-maker. 
Deane, Elkanah, coach-maker. 
D«ane, Nisbet, batter. 
Davis, William, mariner. 

176S. 
De Revier, Abraham, cartman. 
De Foreest, Bernard, shopkeeper. 
Dally, Gifford, tailor. 
Detloff, Henry, laborer. 
Dover, John, tailor. 
Dunkley, Joseph, painter. 

1769. 
Duncan, Thomas, merchant. 
Demaree. Peter, carpenter. 
De Kiemer, Peter, goldsmith. 
Dawson, John, jeweler. 
De Witt, Jr., John, wheelwright. 
Devoe, Aaron, carpenter. 
Dunscomb, Saiauel, mariner. 
Davenport, Vivian, gardener. 
Dobbs, Adam, cordwainer. 

1770. 
Deeling, John, shopkeeper. 
De Foreest, Henry, block maker. 
Doughty, Edward, shopkeeper. 
Davis, John, leather dresser. 
Dowdon, John, carpenter, 
De Groot, Jacob, joiner, 
Day, William, cooper. 
De Grusha, Corns., rope maker. 
Dixon, John R., mariner. 

1771. 
Duyohink, Christr., sail maker. 

1772. 
Drummond, Donald, mariner. 

1774. 
Dennis Patrick, mariner. 
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1749. 
Eagan, John, boatmaD. 
Elswortb, Nicholas, hatter. 
Edmundson, George, mariner. 

1751. 
Evans, John, laborer. 

1754. 
Edmonds, Samuel, bricklayer. 

1755. 
Ellis, John, glazier. 

1757. 
Earle, Morris, hatter. 
Earle, Marmaduke, laborer. 
Ennia, Peter, laborer. 

1753. 
Ellis, Pamuel, joinor. 

1759. 
Emmitt, John, cordwainer. 

1761 . 
Elswoith, VardiuG, baker. 



1765. 
Ellsworth, Frederick, gunsmith. 
Ecker, Frederick, carpenter. 
Elliott, John, tailor. 
Edwards, Biebard, cooper. 
Earle, Peter, shipwright. 

1768. 
Elsworth, Wm. J., pewterer. 
Eagles, William, carpenter. 

1769. 
Ebert, Philip, baker. 
Ehbeta, Jr., Daniel, painter. 
Emly, William, merchant. 
Edwards, Henry, tailor. 
Etting, Benjamin, goldsmith. 
Etridge, James, saddler. 

1770. 
Earnest, Jr., Matthew, merchant. 
Ellison, Thomas, gentleman. 

1773. 
Elting, Peter, gentleman. 



1749. 
Farrell, John, soapboiler. 
Fay, John, laborer.' 
Ferris, Eliphalet, laborer. 

1751. 
Furman, Joseph, merchant. 
Flanagan, "Wm., merchant. 
Frisch, Philip, mariner. 
FraDklin, Thomas, merchant. 
Franks, Moses B., tailor. 
Fenton, Benjamin, laborer. 

1752. 
Freeman, James, laborer. 

1753. 
Franklin, Thomas, felt mnker. 
Fine, John, laborer. 

1754. 
Forrester, Andw., peruke maker. 

1755. 
Francis, Samuel, inn-holder. 



Ferdon, Isaac, cordwainer. 
Fcrdon, Abraham, cordwainer. 
Fay, John, leather dresser. 

1757. 
Fritz, Ellas, laborer. 
Farr, Stephen, mariner. 
Fitzpatrick, Stephen, tailor. 
Forster, Samuel, dyer. 

17.58. 
Forgison, Elijah, laborer. 
Flanagan, Riehard, laborer. 
Field, Jeremiah, laborer. 

1759. 
Foneter, Daniel C , goldsmith. 

1760. 
Fish, Nathan, storekeeper. 
Frederick, Andrew, baker. 

1761. 
Fincher, Abraham, carpenter. 
Forbes, John, carpenter. 
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Forbes, Wm., oordwainer. 
Fleming, David, soap-boiler. 

1765. 
Florentine, Abrm., oordwainer. 
Franklin, Henry, shopkeeper, 
Finch, Jr., Alex., butcher. 
Fisher, Thomas, shopkeeper. 
Korshire, Daniel, tobacconist. 
Fasch, Henry, oordwainer. 
Fay, Jacob, oordwainer. 
Fox, Anthony, currier. 
Farquharson, James, shopkeeper. 

1768. 
Forster, John, butcher. 
Falkenham, Saml., leather dresr. 
Forster, Marmaduko, carpenter. 
Forbes, James, innkeeper. 
Karrill, Martin, laborer. 



1769. 
Fisher, Daniel, tailor. 

1770. 
Forbes, Gilbert, shopkeeper. 
Freeborn, Wm., ship chandler. 
Fardon, Abraham, scrivener. 
Foy, Martin, currier. 
Faulkner, John, butcher. 
Fitzpatriok, John, laborer. 
Finch, Adam, butcher- 
Fish, John, shopkeeper. 
Fisher, John, tanner. 
Francis, John, weaver. 

1771. 
Fowler, John, innholdcr. 

1773. 
Forbes, Wm. G., goldsmith. 

1775. 
Fuster, Lewis, goldsmith. 



1749. 
Giraud, Daniel, bricklayer. 
Gerribrantz, Perisidias. 
Gossinor, John, laborer. 
Gilmour, Charles, wig-maker. 
Gaulidet, Thos., peruke-maker. 

1750. 
Gilliam, Henry, joiner. 
Gelasbie, John, laborer. 
Gilbert, John, hatter. 

1751. 
Griffith, Jr., Robert. 
Garretsen, Cornelius, laborer. 

1752. 
Gardiner, Hermanus, laborer. 

1753. 
Germaud, Jr., Isaac, innholder. 
Glentworth, John, tailor. 
Gray, Owen, mariner. 

1754. 
Giffing, George, innholder. 

1755. 
GofiF, Hudson, bricklayer. 



1756. 
Garrets, Jacob, laborer. 

1757. 
Gilbert, Aaron, measurer. 
Gibson, Patrick, laborer. 

1758. 
Garret, Magnis, laborer. 
Garrabrant, Peter, carpenter . 
Graham, Peter, laborer. 
Gillespie, James, laborer. 

1759. 
Goebel, Moritz, bakers 
Grosman,, Ludwig, tailor. 
Center, John H., laborer. 

1760. 
Gosforth, William, laborer. 
Gallaudet, John, peruke-maker. 

1761. 
Graham, John, laborer. 
Graig, Henry, carpenter. 
Gibbons, Stephen, merchant. 

1765. 
Grigg, William, silversmith . 
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Grim, David, cordwainer. 
Gilchrist, Adam, oordwainer. 
Gasnor, John, glazier. 
Gartner, David, tailor. 
Gress, Michael, saddler. 
Gohell, David, baker. 
Goodperlet, John, tailor. 
Gromwell, James, tailor. 

1768. 
Gaus, Bernard, laborer. 
Giles, Charles, laborer. 

1769. 
Gleen, James, tailor. 
Gonverneur, Abraham, trader. 



H 



1749. 
Huych, Johannes, laborer. 
Haspier, Gideon, turner. 
Hendrickson, Robert, scrivener 
Hadley, Joseph, laborer. 
Hallet, Robert, oordwainer. 
Hyatt, Gilbert, oordwainer. 
Horsen, George, gunsmith. 
Hurit, Jeremiah, laborer. 
House, Joseph, laborer. 
Haddon, Richard, mariner. 
Hodge, Samuel, peruke-maker. 
Hunt, Davis, carpenter. 
Hansen, Jacob, blacksmith. 
Harding, Robert, joiner. 

1750. 
Hardenbrook, John, cordwainer. 
Hardenbrook, Wm., tinman, 
Hageman, Dennis, baker. 
Hinchman, Joseph, physician. 
Haywood, James, sawyer. 
Harsen, Bernard, gunsmith. 

1751. 
Hondtwalt, Adrian, merchant- 
Hardcastle, Henr}', carver. 
Harnsworth, S., merchant. 

1752. 
Hildreth, Benjamin, distiller. 
Hutoheson, John, merchant. 



Gold, Edward, gentleman . 
Gillilan, John, cooper. 

1770. 
Gilbert, John J., shopkeeper. 
Guion, Isaac, surgeon. 
Grant, Edward, laborer. 
Gilbert, Benjamin, hatter. 
Goodwin, Josiah, carpenter. 

1773. 
Gage, Thomas, General. 

1774. 
Gillilan , James, schoolmaster. 
Garson, Peter, compass-maker. 



Holland, Thomas, victualler. 
Hopper, Jacob, laborer. 
Hughes, Hugh, currier. 
Halshart, Hendrick, laborer. 
Henrick, Hcm^, laborer 
Huff, Cornelius, laborer. 
Hay, David, physician. 
Hammond, David, laborer. 
Hutchins.John N., schoolmaster- 
Hyatt, Arnold, laborer. 

1753, 
Hopper, Paulus. 
Halstead, John, innholder. 

175.^. 
Hoffman, Michael, cordwainer 
Hardy, Sir Charles, Governor. 
Harriway, James, laborer. 
Hamersly, Andrew, saddler. 
Husty, William, blacksmith. 

1756. 
Huff, Henry, laborer. 
Hays, Thomas, merchant. 
Horton, Kathan, shipwright. 

1757. 
Hilligan, George, laborer. 
Hamilton, Lewis, peruke-maker. 
Hopsou, George, butcher. 
Harrison, 'Peter, laborer. 
HarwoodjsThomas, laborer. 
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1758. 
Hubbcll, Ezra, mariuer. 
Hant, Jesse, tailor. 
Horton, Joseph, laborer. 
Harris, David, laborer. 
Hoaglant, Francis, cooper- 
Hilliard, James, laborer. 

1759. 
Hardenbrook, Gerardus, bricklayer. 
Hubner, George, laborer 

1760. 
Hunt, Ward, joiner. 
HaddeD, Joseph, shopkeeper. 
Hynos, Patrick, mariner. 
Hyer, Walter, oordwainer. 
Haywood, William, block-maker 
Holmes, David, shipwright. 
Hutton, George, laborer. 

17C1. 
Harson, Jacob, laborer. 
Howell, Thomas, cooper. 
Harnor, George, pewterer. 
Hostick, Henry, blacksmith. 
Heath, John, silversmith. 
Hyer, Cornelius, hatter. 
Hopper, Andrew, blacksmith . 
Hoyer, Matthew, baker. 

1763. 
Hicks, Whitehead, lawyer. 

1765. 
Hyer, Walter, jr., tailor. 
Home, Philip, carpenter. 
Hopper, John, farmer. 
Hopper, Matthew, blacksmith . 
Hopper, Yellis, oordwainer. 
Hopper, Vessel, farmer. 
Howes, John, wheelwright 
Hallett, James, jr., wheelwright. 
Hyer, Walter, cooper. 
Hogelant, Benj., carpenter. 
Hosier, Peter, carpenter. 
Hallett, Samuel, carpenter. 
Honsman Aert, baker. 
Houseworth, Michl.; tobacconist. 
Horneger, Hendrick, baker. 
Honnan, James, shopkeeper. 



1766. 

Heyser, Hendrick, carpenter. 

1768. 
Helme, Benj., attorney-at-law. 
Hutton, Timothy, oordwainer. 
Hayes, Barrack, vendue-maflter- 
Hart, Jacob, Mason. 

1760. 
Henderson, Thomas, inn-holder. 
Hazard, Ebenezer, gentleman. 
Roffman, Nicholas, gentlemen. 
Harris, Richard, clerk. 
Horsfield, Thomas, brewer. 
Harn, Coenraet W., baker. 
Herbert, Richard, oordwainer. 
Harrison, Richard, attorney. 
Hallet, Jacob, tailor. 
Hardenbrook, Gerardus, skinner. 
Herbert, John, butcher. 
Hunt, John, gentleman. 
Hall, Peter, mariner. 
Hannon, James, gardener. 
Holland, Henry, jr., merchant. 
Hopper, John, farmer. 
Hailermau, Matthias, laborer. 
Harris, John, shipwright. 
Hayes, Andrew, goldsmith. 
Hamilton, John, plasterer. 
Heron, Isaac, watchmaker. 

1769. 
Hargrave, Robert, surveyor. 
Houseman, John, painter. 
Haws, Pelatiah, jr., cooper. 

1770. 
Hardenbrook, John, blacksmith. 
Hazard, Thomas, shopkeeper. 
Holmes, John, shopkeeper. 
Hipler, Christian, cordwainer. 
Hayes, Michael S., watchmaker. 
Halloway, Richard, laborer. 
Handley, Edward, inn-holdor. 
Hulchins, J oshua, butcher. 
Hadley, Charles, armorer. 
Hopper, John, carpenter. 
Hamilton, John, cordwainer. 
Huliek, Peter, stay-maker. 
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Higby, George, farmer. 

. :in2. 
Henning, Joseph L., baker. 



1773. 

Hinde, John, cloth-worker. 

Hcathley, Thomas, otaymater. 



I— J. 



1751. . 

James, Chrjat'r, Btocking-weaver. 

1752. 
Janse, Isaao, weaver. 

1754. . 
Jiidah, Hilliard, shopkeeper. 

1755. 
Jeaoooks, David, laborer. 

1757. 
JohnaoD, Robert, peruke-maker. 
Jabine, Peter, laborer. 

1759. 
Johnson, John, saddler. 

1760. .. 
Jeffrey, Charles, mariner. 

1761. 
Jackson, Thomas, cooper. 
Imlay, John, merchant. 

1765. 
Johnson, John, tailor. 
Jabwaine, John, cooper. 



Johnson, John, brass-founder. 

1768. 
Judah, Moses, merchant. 

1769. 
Jackson, Thomas, saddler. 
Jones, James, laborer/ ?/ 
Jones, Benjamin, druggist. 
Irving, William, gentleman. 
Jones, Thomas, attorney. 
Judab, Samuel, merchant. 
Jones, Samuel, attorney. 
Jones, .Asher, cordwainer. 
Jones, Isaac, cooper. 

1770. 
Jones, David, gentleman. 
Johnston, David, geotleman. 
Isaacs, Abraham, tailor.- 
Ivors, Thomas, rope-maksr. 
Johnson, Michael, sail-maker. 

1774. 
James, Benjamin, gentleman. 



1749. 
Mteeoh, Robert, shipwright. 
King, John, 

Kindereck, John, cordwainer. 
Kaio, Thomas, scrivener. 

1751. 
Knecbt, Martin, mason. 
Kipp, Isaao, cooper. 

1753. 
Kennedy, Wm., tallow-chandler. 
Koff, Ja.cub, jr., laborer- 
King, I'eter, laborer. 



Knapp, Samuol, inn-holder. 
Kean, William, inn-keeper. 

1755. 
Keene, Joseph, laborer. 

1757. 
Kleeck, David, shipwright. 

1758. 
Kelly, William, Laborer. 
Keating, John, merchant. 
Kilby, Christopher, jr., merchant. 

1760. 
Knickerbacker, Abm.^ laborer. 
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Kirkwoocl, James, ehipwriglit. 

1761. 
Kip, Evert, currier. 

1762. 
Kove, Johannes, cordwainer. 

1765. 
King, Thomas, cooper. 
Kemble, Lawrence, tinman 
King, John, cordwainer. 
Kip, John, cordwainer. 
Kennedy, Christian, tailor. 
Keene, John, perulte-maker. 
Killmau, Nicholas, inn-holder. 
Kip, Abraham, painter. 
Kemmera, Englebert, surgeon. 
Keitz, Jacob, laborer. 

1768. 
Kissam, Benjamin, .ittoruey. 
Kip, Garret, baker. 

1769. 
Kenning, Philip, surgeon. 
Kendall, Anthony, mariner. 



Kelly, Edward, mariner. 
Klyn, George, baker. 
Kecht, Fred. W., gentleman. 
Kip, Michael,' cooper. 
Keily, John, scrivener. 
Kain, John, mariner. 
Kranskoop, L., farmer. 
Kelly, John, gentleman. 

1770. 
Knowlton, David, cabrnet-makor . 
Keane, James, breeches-maker. 
Kell, John, inn-holder. 
Kirby, John, inn-hold«r. . 
King, Anthony, carpenter. 
Kiersted, James, baker. 
Kierstod, Luke, baker. 

1774. 
Kelso, John, chair-maker. 

1775. ■ 
Kingston, John, goldsmith. 
Kip, Richard, upholsterer. 



1749. 

Lynch, Elijah, shipwright. 

1750. 
Lett, Abraham, gentlemen. 
Lyndsey, Alex'r, pcruke-makev. 
Lyon, Abraham, baker. 
Lispenard, Leonard, merchant. 
Levy, Haymau, merchant. 

1751. 
Long, John, merchant. 
Lane, Samuel, cordwainer. 
Lockwood, Ephraim, laborei'. 
Lorin, Peter, jeweler. 

1752 
Lasher, Frcd'k, peruke-maker. 
Lasher, Jacob, cordwainer. 
Lyons, David, carpenter. 
Levy, Joseph. 

1T53. 
Lightfoot, Alex'r, inn-holder. 

21» 



1754. 
Leach, Stephen, tailor. 
Low, Nicholas, shop-keeper. 
Latham, John, shipwright. 

1755. 
Lawrence, John, bolter. 
Leroy, Jacob, merchant. 
Lowreer, Edward, cooper. 

1756. 
Light, James. 
Lozie, Abraham, laborer. 
Losie, Andrew, laborer. 

1757. 
Lambert, John, mariner. 
Lewis, John, mariner. 
Lozier, Luke, laborer. 
Lugg, Charles, rigger." 
Lorine, Benj., cordwainer. 

1758. 
Loghead, James, tailor. 
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1759. 

Lewis, Joseph, laborer. 
Lasior, Jacob, bricklayer. 
Lasier, Oliver, bricklayer. 
Lewis, John, mariner. 

1760. 
Lewis, Richard, merchant. 
Lane, Stephen, carpenter- 

1761. 
Le Mesne, Isaac, laborer. 
Lowrier, John, rope-maker. 
Ling, Robert, laborer. 
Lyng, John B., silversmith 
Lester, Samuel, tailor. 
Lindner, Benjamin, physician. 
Laback, Jacob, oordwainer. 
Lawson, William, cordwainer. 

1765. 
Lawrence, James, chairmaker. 
Lewis, John, perake-maker. 
Labagh, Henry, cooper. 
Leacraft, Richard, brass-founder 
Lynsen, Abraham, merchant. 
Laback, Isaac, cooper. 
Laback, Abraham, cooper. 
LuptoD, William, retailer. 
Low, Peter, merchant. 
Lewis, Richard, laborer. 
Lawrence, Samuel, coach-maker 
Lorillard, Peter, tobacconist. 
Lester, Joseph, leather-dresser. 
Lisk, William, carpenter. 

1768. 
Lispenard, Leonaid, jr., gent. 

1769. 
Ludlow, Wm. W. , merchant. 



Lispenard, Anthony, gentleman. 
Ludlow, Gabriel Wm., merch't. 
Ludlow, George, merchant. 
Lyncscn, Joseph, peruke-maker. 
Lamb, John, merchant. 
Lindsay, George, stone-cutter; 
Laboyteaux, John, tailor. 
Le Mersncy, Rich'd, cordwainer. 
Lent, James, blacksmith. 
Leonard, George, butcher. 
Ludlow, Gabriel H., uierchant. 
Livingston, Philip, jr., attorney. 
Lucum, John George, butcher. 
Loutherkeen, James, gentleman. 
Lardner, Ar.dries, baker. 
Leonard, William, baker. 
Lowery, Thomas, inu-holder. 
Ludlow, Tbos.. jr., merchant. 
Lylo, Willijim, founder. 
Loekhart, John, printer. 
Livingston, Robert C, merchant. 
Livingston, Philip J., attornry. 
Low, Isaac, gentleman. 
Low, Nicholas C, gentleman. 
Lawrence, John, cooper. 
Livingston, Richard, mariner 
Laight, William, merchant. 
Low, Rinier, tobacconist. 
Labateaux, Joseph, cordwainer. 
Lcffeits, Garret, shopkeeper. 
Lott, Abraham E., shopkeeper. 

1774. 
Livingston, Kobt. K., gentleman. 
Lewis, Foster, inn-holder. 
Lamply, John, inn-holder. 
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1749. 

McGuire, Richard, laborer. 
MoCoUar, Charles, laborer. 
Mcintosh, Enni!>, laborer. 
Montgomerie, John, peruke-mak. 
McKenlis, David, butcher. 



1750. 
Miller, David, weaver. 
May, Tulip. 
Miseroy, George, oordwainer. 

1751. 
Messier, Abraham, saddler. 
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Miller, Godfrey, laborer. 

McMuUen, John, oooper. 

MoGee, John, cordwainer. 

Marshall, John, cordwainor. 

MoKlndless, Robert, butcher. 
1752. 

MoNab, John, laborer. 

Moore, Lambert, attorney. 

Maersohalk, Andrew, baker, 

Molvers, Duncan, laborer. 

McCall, Hugh, laborer. 

McCudden, John, laborer, 

MoDougall, Duncan, laborer. 

MoKinney, Barney, laborer. 

Morris, John, cordwainer. 
1753. 

Murphy, Alex., laborer. 

Maverick, Andrew, painter. 

McCartney, James, mariner 
175J. 

Mors, Aaron, peruke-maker. 

Mare, John, laborer. 

Murray, Robert, mariner. 

Myer, John, weaver. 

Montgomery, Ale.t'r, inu-holder. 

McNeema, Francis, laborer. 

McCarthy, John, laborer. 

1755. 
Murray, James, druggist. 
Martin, Josiah, tallow-chandler. 
McEvor, Danl., laborer. 
Miller, Godfrey, breeches-maker. 
Marston, Nathaniel, jr., gent'n. 
Mott, John, laborer. 
Myer, Asher, brasier. 
Muckelroy, Edward, tailor. 

1756. 
Moore, William, mariner. 
McNeil, Arthur, mariner. 
McDougall, Angus, inn-holder. 
Magra, James, laborer. 
Martin, Peter, goldsmith. 

1757. 
Miller, Samuel, shipwright. 
Myer, Isaac, inn-holder. 
Mulliner, Thomas, cordwainer. 



McKinley, William, laborer. 

MoQuinn, John, stay-maker. 

MoCulligan, Pat'k, cordwainer. 

Montagnie, Thomas, blacksmith. 

Martin, Baront, laborer. 

MoMuUon, James, laborer. 

McKenzie, James, shipwright. 

McCallistor, John, laborer. 

McGee, Samuel, joiner. 

Muokleroy, Arch'd, peruke-mak . 

Mcintosh, John, laborer. 

McDaniel, John, laborer. 

Myer, Cornelius, laborer. 
1759. 

MoDaniol, Patrick, tailor. 

Marlin, Abraham, jr., laborer. 

Myers, Manuel, shop-keeper. 

Morris, Sj-lvester, silversmith, 

MoDaniel, Thos., cooper. 
1761. 

Murphy, Michael, mariner. 

McDougall, Alex., blacksmith. 

McDougall, Duncan, cordwainer. 

McDougall, Duncan, laborer. 

Mucklevane, Wm., baker. 

Mashet, Peter, brasier. 

Marlin, John, blacksmith. 

1761. 
Mombruste, John, peruke-maker. 
Miller, Paul, mariner. 
Marriner, Wm. cordwainer. 
Marston, Thomas, merchant. 

1765. 
Mildeberger, John, cordwainer. 
McGuire, Dennis, baker. 
Miller, Henry, cordwainor. 
Mulligan, Hercules, tailor. 
Minthom, Mangle, cooper. 
Mott, James, breeches-maker. 
Miller, Wm., cordwainer. 
Mare, John, Jr., limner. 
Marschalk, James, baker. 
Myer, Jacobus, baker. 
Marschalk, Andrew, baker. 
Martlin, Abraham, cordwainer. 
Meeks, Edward, blaokemith. 
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Murray, Jcbn, shopkeeper. 
'Moutagnie, Jobn, baker. 

Miller, Jobn, surgeon. 

MoDiit, John, cabinet-maker, 

Morris, Uavid, carpenter. 

MoSbcjsor, George, laborer. 

Mellow, David Henry, mariner. 

Monill, Mat'w, stocking-weaTcr. 

iMoore, Ulazey, tobacconist. 

Millonberg, Ol'r, leatber-dresser. 

Mott, Edmond, carpenter. 

Merrill, Andrew, cordwainer- 

Miller, Cbarles, baker. 

McKindless, David, butcher. 
'Miller, Arid, weaver. 

Myer, John, blockuiaker. 
■ MoCre, Sir Henry, Governor. 

Mo Williams, Robert, laborer. 
1706. 

Moses, Isaac, cordwainer. 
1768 

Mbntagnie, Benj. blacksmith. 

McKisaon, John, attorney. 

Mail, Charles, leather-dresser. 
1769. 

McComb, John, bricklayer. 

Meeks, Joseph, cordwainer. 

Meek3, Joseph, Jr., cordwainer. 

MoComb, Eleazer, gentleman. 

Malcolm, Wm., rope-maker. 

Marston, John, merchant. 

Montagnie, Ab'm., block-maker. 

Moore, John, merchant. 

Mulligan, Cook, merchant. 

McClean, Donald, surgeon. 

McDougall, "Wm., gentleman. 

Marshall, John, mariner. 

Moore, John, gentleman. 

MoDavitt, Patrick, gentleman. 

MoKenney, Neil, laborer. 

McDugey, Daniel, tailor. 

Macket, John, eaddler. 



Miller, Thomas, mariner. 
McGillivray, John, laborer. 
McDermott, Wm , carpenter. 
Moore, Thos. Wm., gentleman. 
McCormick, Dar.iel, gentleman. 
Mullock, Josiah, gentleman. 
Morton, Jobn, gentleman. 
Moore, John B., blockmaker. 
Matlock, White, clock-maker. 
McDougall, Alex.geptleman. 
Matthews. David, attorney. 
Moore, Jacob, farmer. 
McCarthy, Thomas, carpenter. 
Mott, John, butcher. 
McVickar, Arcbb'ld, gentleman. 

1770. 
Moore, Benj., Jr , mariner. 
Manning, Thomas, cooper, 
McLean, Alex., yeoman. 
McDonald, Alex., inn-holder. 
Marriner, Nathaniel, painter- 
McDowell, Hugh, baker. 
Moore, Richard, mariner, 
Alurphy, Patrick, laborer. 
Man, David, butcher. 
Meade, Joseph, laborer. 
McEwen, Malcolm, pewterer. 
Marble, Francis, butcher, 
."^liller, Christopher, mariner. 
Man, John, cordwainer. 

1771. 
McGinnis, Alex., chocolate-mak. 
McLean, Peter, cordwainer- 

1773. 
Minifa, Richard, fuller. 
McCullen, James, cooper. 

1771. 
Mardcn, Moses, inn-bolder. 
Meredith, Thomas, cordwainer - 

1775. 
Milbourne, Wm., shop-keeper. 



243 



N 



1749. 
Neilson, John, laborer. 
Nehill, Edward. 

1750. 
Nesies, Peter, laborer, 

1752. 
Navarro, David, enuff-maker. 

1753. 
Noel, Garret, sohoolmastor . 

1755. 
Nutter, William, carpenter. 

1756. 
Nowland, Thomas, laborer. 

1757. 
NeaviD, James, cooper. 

1760, 
Nioholl, Wm-, tailor. 



1761. 

Nesbitt, Robert, rope-maker. 
Norris, John, peruke-maker. 
Needham, John, tailor. 

1765. 
Norwood, Vandercliif, blook-mk. 
Norwood, Richard, brasior. 
Norwood, Tobias, cordwainer. 

1768. 
Necdham, William, bricklayer. 
Norwood, William, butcher. 

1769. 
Nicoll, Edw., Jr., merchant. 
Norwood, Matthew, scrivener. 
Nixon, James, gentleman. 
Norris, Richard, Btay-maker. 





1749. 

Oakley, Nehemiab, laborer. 

1751. 
Ousterman, Fred'k, su^ar-baker. 
Outenbogert, Joseph, butcher. 

1752. 
Oeborne, Henry, laborer. 

1756. 
Outenbogert, Garret, laborer. 

1757. 
Oblimis, John, laborer. 
Outenbogert, Kich'd, bricklayer. 

1758. . 
Ogden, Benjamin, carpenter. 

1759. 
Ontenbogert, John, butcher. 



1701. 

Ogden, Caleb, batter, 
Ogilvie, Thomas, carpenter. 
Ovelcr, John, hatter. 

1765. 
Outenbergh, Peter, cordwainer. 
Outhout, John, shopkeeper- 
Ogilvie, Alex., shipwright. 
Outenbogert, Ab'm,. butcher. 

1768. 
Ott, Jacob, batcher. 

1769. 
Oswald, PhiHp, baker. 

1770. • .■' 
Ousterman, John, sugar-boiler. 
Ogden, Henry, tailor. 



1749. 
Parker, James, printer. 
Pool, Isaac, cordwainer, 
Poor, Richard, laborer. 
Pain, Amos, rigger, 



Piper, David, tailor. 
Paul, Joseph, laborer. 
Pullen, Thomas, joiner. 

1760, 
Proctor, William, merchant. 
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Pell, Roger, gentleman. 
Pattereon, Jo=iah, nirgeon. 
Parcells, Nicholas, black»mi th 
Porter, Richard, cordwaincr. 
Palmer, William, joiner. 
Pelletran, Elia?, gcildimith. 
Philips, L'avid, wig-maker. 

1751. 
Perry, Thomas, watch-maker. 
Fine, John, laborer. 
Pettr;, Ge'>rge, joiner. 

1752. 
Phcenix, Alex'r, Jr., =ail-maker 
Peterson, Peter, lahorer. 
Parcel], John, bolter. 

1753. 
Patten. AVilUam, "ahorer. 

175J. 
Porta, liaac, laborer- 
Pars0Ti5, JohDj joiner. 
P:er=OD. John, merchant. 

1756. 
Parcell, Thomas, =nrgeon. 
Post, ' r^.rtinns, laborer. 
Peet, Wiiliam, jbipwright. 
Palmer, John, carpenter. 
Provoost, Barent. gertleman . 
Pine, Mienael, laborer. 

17.57. 
Porterfield, John, laborer- 

175S. 
Parsill. William, laborer 

1759. 
Post. James, carpeEter. 
Palmer, Richard, laVjrer 
Palmer, Tiomas, laborer. 
Price, Edward, laborer. 
PatterHCJi. John, baker. 

1760. 
Penderjran, Martin, blacksmith. 
Post, "U'ijiiam, r.ainter. 
Panlditg. Jame€, cord^ainer. - 

176J. 
Panton, Francis, pemke-maker. 
Pool, Thomas, mariner. 
ProToo-t, Bobert, Jr., mariner 



Paulding, Joseph, Jr., baker. 
176.5. 

Paine, Philip, book-binder. 

Piercy, Jonathan, carpenter 

Proroost, David, gnDsmith. 

Post, John, cooper. 

Peper, John, cordwainer. 

Post, L'avid, blacksmith. 

Parcell, ^icholaa, blacksmiil? 

Peeck, Isaac, felt-maker. 

Peger, Michael, cordwaicer 

Pej], Gilbert, shipwright. 

Peekwell, Henry, schoolma^rer- 

Pontin?, John C, tailor 

Prior, John E ., carp.^L t er . 

Painter, John, shopkeeper. 

Poyshart, Peter, blacknnith. 

Pierce, Christian, cordwainer. 

Palmer, James, blacksmith. 
Piero, John, cordwainer. 
176-. 

Palmer, Henry, blackrmilb 

1769. 
Pierson, Jonerh, carpenter. 
Po;t, Antbonv, carpenter. 
PatSerron, Alexander, labcrer. 
Philirso, Ado.ph, merebnnt. 
Parisien, Otho, silversrcitb. 
Parker, ^riUiam, gentleman 
Provost, BxJTgir, blacksmith 
Perry, Marvin, watch-maker. 
Philips, Jona;, retailer. 
Piper, Jacob, cordwainer. 
Poole, "William, pemke-raaker. 
Pagan, V.'illiam, geEtleman . 
Place, Piofcert, manner 

1770. 
Pipe.-, Isaac, cord?ra:ner 
Perkins, James, farmer. 
Peter, John, gardener. 
Picket, Richard, blacksmith. 

1773. 
Parcell, Tncmaa, ccrdwaine'-. 
Poser, Janob, baker. 

1774. 
Perry, John, gentleman. 
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1753. 
QnacUinbush, Rynicr, laborer. 

1760. 
QiTiiokinbusb, R.vnicr, cortlw'er. 

176-). 
QuitOi, J.icobus, taoEer. 
Q.u<'tckliibu5;h, Benj., Jr., carpcnt. 



Quorean, Benj., carpenter. 
Quick, Luke C, baker. 
Quackinbush, Nicholas, baker. 
Quaekinbush, Walter, baker. 
Quaokinbuah, John, Jr., baker. 
Quackinbush, Peter, baker. 
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171f). 
I'Jclay, Lewis, cordwainer. 
Iv-oss, James J-, merchant. 
Rose, James, laborer. 

1750. 
Reade, Leonard, cooper, 
liobinson, Patrick, laborer. 
Robinson, David, tobacconist. 
Romee, Paul, cordwainer. 
Rycken, Peter, blacksmith. 

1751. 
Rochell, James, merchant. 
Risbcr, Andrew, gardener. 
Rushton, John, saddler. 
Ratter, Hugh, cordwainer. 

1752. 
R.ichardson, Charles, butcher. 

1753. 
Robin-sou, Thomas, mariner. 
Ryderj ."Jamuel, laborer. 
Rapelje, Garret, merchant. 
Roberts, John, gentleman, 

1754. 
Richardson, Wm., mariner, 
llhinelander, Wm., cordwainer. 
Roose, J..odwick, laborer. 
Ryder, Hugh, blacksmith. 

1755. 
Ivobuok. Jarvis, cork-cutter. 

1756. 
Rogers, Samuel, merchant. 
Reade, Jacob, tailor. 

1757. 
Rogers, Richard, laborer. 



1758. 
Ryder, Robert, laborer. 
Runshaw, John, cordwainer. 
Ryer, Michael, laborer. 
Rigby, Joseph, cordwainer. 

1759. 
Kemsen, Jacob, bolter. 

1760. 
Reade, James, cordwainer- 
Ruger, John, laborer. 
Ryker, Henry, joiner. 
Richards, Stephen, merchant. 

1761. 
Ruston, Crossfield, currier. 
Roomer, Peter, blacksmith. 
Roorback, Garrett, baker- 

1765. 
Richardson, Wm., cordwainer. 
Romine, Nichs., carpenter. 
Redet, Matthew, cordwainer 
Roosevelt, Corns., gentleman. 
Rutgers, Anthony, Jr.,m6rch. 
Ruslaer, Jacob, tallow chandler. 
Ryan, Corns., breeches-maker. 
Raushicr, Fredk., cooper. 
Riker, James, gentleman. 
Ritler, Henry, cordwainer. 
Ritter. Michael, tailor. 
Rossoll, Peter, cordwainer. 
Ross, David, carpenter. 
Ryckman, Arie, cordwainer, 

1768. 
Reade, Joseph, Jr., Esq. 
Ritzeman, BudolphuS, attorney. 
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Kice, Abraham, carpenter. 
Kejuolds, James, cordwainer. 

1769. 
Kivington, James, booksoUor. 
Kamsay, John, turner. 
Ranagc, Smith, gentleman. 
Hoy, Riohard, merchant. 
Rapelje, Stephen, gentleman . 
Raymond, Eliakim, Jr., merch. 
Regler, Andrios, butcher. 
Ross, Hugh, cartman. 
Ross, David, cartman. 
Robertson, Alexander, gentlem. 
Royse, Thomas, tailor. 
Ries, John, farmer. 

1770. 
Ray, Samuc^l, shopkeeper. 
Remsen, George, shopkeeper. 



Roomer, Corns., hatter. 
Randle, Jcseph, shop-kecpor. 
Rice, John, organist. 
Riker, Henry, mariner. 
Roberts, Samel, armorer. 
Ryan, John, laborer. 
Ryneck, William, cordwainer. 
Rominie, John, silver-smith. 
Ryker, Heury J., mariner- 

1771. 
Rhiuelander, Fred., shopkeeper. 

1772. 
Rutter, John, shipwright. 

1773. 
Roome, John Ij. C, gentleman ■ 

1775. 
RinedoUar, Emanuel, tailor. 
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1748. 
Sherer, Gilbert, tailor. 
Sawyer, Peter, laborer. 
Scarp, J. J., laborer. 
Smith, Henry, shopkeeper. 
Stell, Pontius, merchant. 
Sterner, John, laborer. 
Stilwell, Richard, physician. 
■ Stanton, Henry, mariner. 
Seymour, Thomas, mariner 
Speeder, Daniel, laborer. 

1750. 
Schulthorp, John, peruke-maker. 
Smith, Simon, tailor. 
Stogg, William, laborer. 
Sackett, John, merchant. 
Sickles, James, yeoman; 
Snyder, Hondrick, cordwainer. 
Sickles, John, cordwainer. 
Schenck, John, bolter. 
Schuyler, David, painter. 

1751. 
Bharpe, Richard, merchant. 



Smith, John, baker. 
Shephard, Thomas, carpenter. 
Saunders, Robert, mariner. 
Sickles, Michael, cooper. 
Sickles, Charles, cordwainer. 
Smith, Michael, laborer. 
Stilwell, Nicholas, cordwainer, 
Stiles, Daniel, merchant. 
Stagg, James, cordwainer, 

1752. 
Shrieve, Thomas, carpenter. 
Stimas, Jacob, laborer. 
Shaw, Timothy, laborer. 
Somerindyke, Tunis, laborer 
Sullivan, Charles, laborer. 

1753. 
Sariadas, Abraham, merchant. 
Sackett, Samuel, tallow chandler. 

1751. 
Shaw, Daniel, joiner. 
Stilwell, Thomas, laborer. 
Sullivan, Nathaniel, laborer. 
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1755. 
Sallivan, Dennis, laborer. 
Stagg, Nicholas, butcher. 
Eevenburgh, Christen, watoh-mr. 
Shoader, Alexander, stone-cuttor. 
Smith, Gilbert, peruke-maker. 
Steward, James, baker. 

1756. 
Simonson, William, laborer. 
Spaok, Jonas, innholder. 
Skinner, Abraham, goldsmith. 
Swartwout, Bernard, laborer. 
Singer, James, pevuke-makor. 
Sullivan, John, laborer. 
Somerindj'ke, Isaac, laborer. 
Swartwout, Thomas, laborer. 

1757. 
Striker, Jacobus, laborer. 
Sennatt, Christian, mariner. 
"Stynmets, Peter, laborer. 
Sherrard, Simon, laborer. 
Steward, Lewis, mariner. 
Stanton, Henry, laborer. 
Shute, Isaac, laborer. 

1753. 
Swartwout, Abraham, laborer. 
Sphere, Albert, laborer. 
Steward, Walter, laborer. 
'Storm, Abraham, laborer. 
Sherrard, Gepban, laborer. 
Scott, William, laborer. 

1759. 
Storm, John, laborer. 
Shiveikirt, Peter, ohooolate-mr. 
Sweverdas, Carl, tailor. 
Slover, Isaac, cordwainer. 
Saxon, John, laborer, 
Smith, John, copper-refiner 

17C1. 
Sergeant, William, laborer. 
Scandrett, Wm., brass-founder. 
Scott, Uavid, hatter. 
Slidell, Nicholas, blacksmith. 
Stoutenberg, Isaac, Jr., gun-sth. 
Shire, Martin, cordwainer. 
Slidell, John, taUow-obandler- 



Smith, John, cooper. 
'Simmons, John, mariner.. 
Stymets, Benjamin, carpenter. 
Scandredth, Timothy, carpeut'r. 
Smith, William, block-maker. 

1762. 
Sharpe, Jacob, baker. 

1763. 
Sherwood, Moses, carpenter. 

1765, 
Somorindyke, Tunis, farmer. 
Skaats, Rymer, sail-maker. 
Smith, Jacob, turner. 
Stynmets, Christ., Jr., carpenter. 
Salover, James, carpenter. 
Somerindyke, Richard, farmer. 
Schuyler, Hermanus, painter. 
Shardevine, Isaac, Jr., carpenter- 
Stoutenberg, Tobias, baker. 
Silvester, John, cooper. 
Sawyer, John, carpenter. 
Shire, Henry, cartman. 
Steward, Thomas, gentleman. 
Skinner, Jonathan, carpenter. 
Stynmets, Jasper, cordwainer. 
Shardavine, Elias, carpenter. 
Slydell, Joshua, silversmith. 
Somerindyke, John, bookbinder. 
Speere, Barnet, cordwainer. 
Stickler, John, cordwainer. 
Slydell, Michael, soap-boiler. 
Shafer, Jacob, scrivener. 
Sickles, Henry, joiner. 
Stagg, John, baker. 
Stevens, John, currier, 
thourt, Jacob, carpenter 
Stagg, John, bricklayer. 
Stonebeck, Anthony, cordwainer. 
Shepherd, John, muson. 
Shoneret, Fredk., shop-keeper. 
Sullivan, John, tailor. 
Sickles, Henry, carpenter. 

1767. 
Stynmets, Jasper, measurer. 

1768. 
Sackett, James, merchant. 



248 



1769. 

Smith, Elias, carpenter. 
Shiptnan, William, shop-keeper. 
Sheape, Robert, stone-cutter. 
Slater, James, laborer. 
Shire, IMartin, cartman. 
Spranger, Henry, carpenter. 
Sherbrook, Miles, gentleman. 
Sanders, Abraham. corJwaincr. 
Sherrin, Joseph, laborer. 
Shire, Hulin, cartman. 
Sitcher, John, tailor. 
Smith, Bernardus, ta.ilor. 
Sinclair, Robert, gentleman. 
Smith, Samuel, gentleman . 
Seixas, Benjamin, saddler. 
Styles, Johu, phj'sician . 
Shaw, ,Tohn, mariner. 
Smith, John W., attorney. 
Staii-er, Joseph, peruke-maker. 
Schultz, J. C, baker. 
Shrum, Michael, laborer. 
Schotler, Garret, painter. 

1770. 
Springel), Gregory, gentleman 
Stilwell, Elias, cooper. 
Samler, John, sugar-refiner. 
Shelden, Isaac, mariner. 
Skinner, Samuel S., distiller. 
Steward, James, mariner. 
Smith, Roger, tailor. 
Sperry, Jacob, gardener. 



Staple, William, shopkeeper. 
Seaman, James, shipwright. 
Steward, Jarncs, merchant. 
Smith, Joshua Hott, gentleman. 
Sidnej', William, gentleman. 
Schuyler, John Jr., merchant 
Styles, James, carpenter. 
Seaton, William, gentleman. 
Stagg, Thomas, baker. 
Smallwood, John, inn-keeper. 
Seabring, Cornelius, J., bolter. 
Steward, Alx., Jr., ship-chand'r. 
Stynmets, Adrian, carpenter. 
Sntton, William, rope-maker. 
Swecdland, Christoph., armorer. 
Simmons, Philip, peruke-maker. 
Stephens, Richard Nassau, gent- 
Sickles, Daniel, cordwainer. 
Steele, William Snow, gent. 

1771. 
Sbaddle, Uavid, wheelwright. 

1772. 
Stilwell, Thomas, hatter. 

1773. 
Sawyer, Francis, wheelwright. 
Stout, John, baker. 

1774. 
Stevenson, Thomas, gentleman. 

1775. 
Snyder, Simon, stone-cutter. 
Seagrove, James, gentleman. 
Shaw, John, gentleman. 



17J9 

Thome, Richard, merchant. 
Thompson, Andrew, mason, 
Thompson, John, stock'g-weaver. 
Taylor, Ebenezer, mason. 

1753. 
Taylor, Henry, tailor. 
Trainer, Peter, blacksmith. 

1754. 
Thompson, Burnet. 
Thompson, Richard W., merch- 



Taylor, William, labwtr. 
Tiger, James, inn-holder. 
Thorp, Richard, laborer. 
Tilyou, Vincent, turner. 

1757. 
Torrey, John, shipwright. 
Tompkins, John, carpenter, 
Tenbrook, John, laborer. 
Tuckey, William, tailor. 

1759. 
Ten Eyck, Richard, baker. 
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1760. 

Taylor, Willett, mariaer. 

1761. 
Taylor, William, block-maker. 
Taylor, Peter, carpenter. 
Tiebout, Henry, bricklayer. 
Thodey, Francis, merchant. 
Tilyou, William, chair-maker. 
Thompson, John, scrivener. 
Tomlinson, John, tailor. 
Tharger, John, cordwainer. 

1765. 
Ten Eyck, Andrew, joiner. 
Tilyou, Peter, jr., turner. 
Turok, Ahasucris, jr., inst. makr. 
Tellar, William, saddler. 
Taylor, Moses, jr., tailor. 
Thodey, Michael, merchant. 
Thibou, Lewis, saddler. 
Tiers, Matthew, blacksmith. 
Tout, Robert, cordwainer. 
Taylor, John, brasier. 
Tiebout, Tunis, bricklayer. 
Thorp, John, blacksmith. 
Thorn , William, tailor. 

1768. 
Terviliian, Francis, inn-holder. 
Taylor, John, inn-holder. 

1769. 
Treat, Malaohi, surgeon. 



1769. 

Taylor, John, merchant. 
Tudor, Samuel, mariner. 
Turner, William, mariner. 
Tucker, Thtimas, merchant. 
Todd, Adam, joiner. 
Timmerman, Hendk., carpenter. 
Tremper, Michael, peruke-makr. 
Templeton, Oliver, gentleman. 
Thompson, John, shopkeeper. 
Tyley, Nathaniel, cordwainer. 
Terhune, Stephen, painter. 
Thomas, Walter, silversmith . 
Tier, Daniel, laborer. 
Trail, George, snuff-maker. 

1770. 
Tingley, Daniel, mariner. 
Tyler, Jacob, schoolmaster. 
Thomas, Henry, carpenter. 
Taylor, Edward, cordwainer. 
Thompson, Philip, tailor. 
Turek, Cornelius, baker. 
Thomas, Richard, cooper. 
Tier, John H., laborer. 

1771. 
Turner, John, shopkeeper. 
Tryon, William, governor. 

1774. 
Traphagan, Chas., shopkeeper. 
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1751. 

Utt, James, butcher. 

1761. 
Ute, John, butcher. 

1865. 
Uttorberg, John, peruke-maker. 



Underbill, Benj., shopkeeper. 
Ustick, Stephen, carpenter. 
Utt, Christian, leather-dresser. 

1769. 
Upton, William, miller. 
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1749. 
Van Boskerk, David, cooper. 
Van Boskerk, Andrew, laborer. 
Van Duersen, Philip, cordwainer. 



1750. 
Valentine, Jacob, mason. 
Van Evere, Ede, blacksmith. 
Van Borsom, Cornelius, braiier. 
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Van Nostrand, Albert, baker. 
Vredenbcrg, John, jr., cordwaiuer 
Van Aerman, Isaac, hatter. 

1751. 
Vandenham, Henry, inn-holder. 
Van Voorhis, Jacob, mariner. 
Van Zandt, Peter Pra, inn-hold. 
Van Tassell, Tunis, laborer. 
Van Cortland, Augustus, att'y. 
Van Orden, Andrew, laborer. 
Van Elanham, Wm., laborer. 
Van Wagenen, H., schoolmaster. 
Van Aerman, Isaac, laborer. 
Van Orde, John, laborer. 

17.52. 
Van Wart, Garret, laborer. 
Van Vielan, Abm., laborer. 
Van Dalsen, John, bricklayer. 
Van Wagenen, Jacob, weaver. 
Volch, Abraham, laborer. 

1753. 
Van Wagenen, Jacob, baker. 
Van filarcum, Cornelius, laborer. 
Van Blarcum, Lucas, laborer. 
Van Tassell, John, laborer. 

1754, 
Van Wart, George, bricklayer. 

1755. 
Varian, Joseph, butcher. 
Van Dyok, Abram, felt-maker. 
Van Wart, Abram , laborer . 
Van Kleeck, Baltus, laborer. 
Van Aart, Abraham, bricklayer. 

1756. 
Van Orden, Cornelius, laborer. 
Vandervoort, Peter, laborer. 
Van Bourick, Garret, weaver. 
Van Orden, Andrew, laborer. 
Vervela, Jacobus, laborer. 
Van Felts, John, bricklayer. 

1757. 
Van Horn, Francis, laborer. 
Veltman, Henry, laborer. 
VftnDyck, Francis, razor-grinder. 
Van Buskirk, Abram, laborer. 
Vanderhooff, Egbert, gunsmith- 



Van Kleeck, Johannes, laborer. 
Van Schry ver, J ohn, laborer . 
Vorvelen, Frederick, laborer. 

1758. 
Van Gelder, Isaac, laborer. 
Van Wynele, Simon, laborer. 

1759. 
Van Gelder, Abram, guuEmith. 

1761. 
Van Sice; John, shipwright. 
Vandenberg, Corns., yeoman. 
Van Wart, Jacob, laborer. 

1762. 
Van Orden, Wessel, blacksmith. 
Van -Sice, Cornelius, laborer. 

1765, 
Van Zandt, Tobias, block-maker. 
Vredeiiberg, John W., hatter. 
Van Benthuysen, Peter, hatter. 
Van Ness, Henry, painter. 
Van Sice, Jacobus, merchant. 
Vredenberg, Isaac, cordwainer. 
Vredenberg, Matthias, hatter. 
Van Gelder, Garret, chair-makr. 
Van Dyck, James, cutler. 
Van Antwerp, Jacobus, tailor. 
Van Ranst, Abram, merchant. 
Vandervoort, Peter, shop-keeper. 
Van Dursen, Abm., tallow chand 
Vandenberg, Garret, farmer. 
Van Tome, John, peruke-maker. 
Van Buren, Michael, cordwainer. 

1766. 
Valleau, Francouier, saddler. 
Vavasor, Jonas S., mariner. 

1769. 
Van Brackle, James, cartman. 
Valentine, Christian, cordwainer' 
Van Antwerp, Simon, sail-makr. 
VaItu, Manassah, baker. 
Van Orden, Jacobus, farmer. 
Van Dam, John, merchant. 
Vredenberg, Jacob, peruke-mak. 

1770. 
Van Wyck, Abram, merchant. 
Van Voorhis, Stephen, schoolm'r 
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Van Daorsen, Isaac, blacksmith. 
Van Vincola, Jacob, bricklayer. 
Van Sice, Cornelius, cooper. 
Van Evera, Andrew, blacksmith. 



Van Wagenen, Francis, carpt'r. 
Van Hook, Aaron, jr., gentleman. 
Van Duersen, Abram, cooper. 



W 



17-19. 

White, Daniel, shipwright. 
White, Robert, shipwright. 
Wright, Daniel, tailor. 
Wyley, Alexander, peddler. 
Weylman, .lohannes, laborer. 
Wheeler, Isaao, carpenter. 
Welch, George, cooper. 
Williams, Thomas, laborer. 
Winter, Benjamin, ship-joiner. 

1750. 
Wiley, Thomas, cooper. 
Wilson, Martin, laborer. 
Wessella, John, chair-maker. 
Willett, Abraham, baker. 
Wall, Thomas, ohooolato-makor. 
Woodhouso, Robert, cordwainer. 

1751. 
Wessella, John, baker. 
Wessells, Gilbert, sail-maker. 
Wall, Godfrev, blacksmith. 

1752. 
Woodsido, Samuel, mariner. 
Waldron, Peter, laborer. 
Wright, Wm., tallow chandler. 

1753. 
Winter, John, laborer. 
Wiltse, IWartin, laborer. 
Wilson, John, merchant. 

1751, 
Wylley, John, distiller. 
Weeks, Francis, cornwainer. 
Wyncoop, Benjamin, saddler. 
Wright, Jonas, shipwright. 
Wodden, James, shipwright. 

1755. 
Warner, Richard, laborer. 
Williams, Thomas, butcher. 
Wyman, William, butcher. 



1756. 
White, John, cordwainer. 
Westervelt, Jacob, laborer. 
Wall, Joseph, laborer. 
Wright, John, shipwright. 
Weeks, Job, shipwright. 
Wortman, Dennis, shipwright. 
Wyncoop, Cornelius, saddler. 
Walter, John, laborer. 
Warner, William, laborer. 
Wrandle, Daniel, laborer. 
Walter, Thomas, surgeon. 
Webbers, Wolfert, laborer. 
Wool, James, laborer. 
Wcstcryelt, Jacobas, laborer. 
Winter, Gabriel, carpenter. 
Walker, Andrew, laborer. 

1759. 
Wright, Thomas, merchant. 
Wolhaufer, Gotlieb, turner- 
Will, John, pewterer. 
Weiss, Frederick, cutler. 

1760. ■ 
Wandle, Jacob, shipwright. 
Will, John Michael, cordwainer. 
WendoTer, Hercules, cordwainer. 
Welsch, Franci', stay-maker. 
Warnc, Robert, block-maker, 
Wright, Peter, blacksmith. 
Wilson, Abram, pcruko-maker. 

1761. 
Wyncoop, Jacob, shop-keeper. 
Wallace, John, tailor. 
Wells, James, cordwainer. 
Wiggins, Charles, joiner. 
Williams, Abram, carpenter. 
Wyley, John, tailor. 
Williams,. John, mariner. 
Woodruff, Joseph, painter. 
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1765. 

W'essells, Lawrence, jr., baker. 
Wool, Jeremiah, last-maker. 
Wheeler, Abram, laborer. 
Webster, Francis, cordwainer. 
Wool, William, heel-maUer. 
Walter, John, joiner. 
Williams, William, shopkeeper. 
Wheeler, Charle.s, joiner. 
Whitefield, Thoma.s, shipwright . 
Warner, Leonard, turner. 
Wessela, Evert, cordwainer. 
Willett, Mowries, cabinet-maker. 
Wiggins, Thomas, carpenter. 
Warner, William, turner. 
Will, Henry, pewterer. 
Wbiteman, Henry, button-maker 
Wessells, James, peruke-maker. 
Waldron, Garret, bricklayer. 
Winterton, William, mason. 
Weaver, Michael, cordwainer. 
Waldron, William, mason. 
Woolhampton, David, turner. 
Wilt, George, butcher. 

1766. 
White, Thomas, joiner. 

I76S. 
Welch, Patrick, laborer. 
Wall, Samuel, carpenter. 

1769. 
Welch, Thomas, shop-keeper. 
Weigh, Thos., jr., shop-keeper. 
Willett, Thos. C, shop-keeper. 
Waddell, William, merchant . 

T 

1752. 
Young, Joseph, laborer. 
Young, David, laborer. 
Veoman, Francis, carpenter. 
Young, Alexander, laborer. 

1761. 
Young, Thomas, cooper. 



Wilkins, Jacob, brass-founder . 
Williams, Samuel, shop-keeper. 
Wilmarth, Henry, gentleman. 
Waddle, Kobt. R., gentleman. 
Walsje, Peter, cordwainer. 
Wallace, Alexander, gentleman. 
AVebbers, Peter, wheelwright. 
Walgrovc, George, jr., cooper. 
Witnell, William, collar-maker. 
Waldron, Adolpb, baker. 
Watts, John, boatman. 
Watts, Kobert, merchant. 
Warner, John, tailor. 
Woolrioh, George, laborer. 

1770. 
Watts, John, gentleman. 
Warner, Joseph, blacksmith. 
Webb, William, cooper. 
Wbiteman, John, jr., farmer. 
Willis, George, jr , bricklayer. 
Waldron, Oliver, carpenter. 
Wynkoop, Corns. C., shop-keepr. 
Warner, Thee, jr., chair-maker. 
Wilson, James, cordwainer. 
Wenman, Richard, upholsterer. 
Watson, John, cabinet-maker. 
Wool, Ellis, heel-maker. 
Waterman, James, ian-keeper. 

1772. 
Wilson, Joseph, mariner. 

1773. 
Wentworth, William, scrivener. 
Webster, George, grocer. 



1765. 
Young, William, peruke-maker. 

1768. 
I'ouug, John, schoolmaster. 
Y^oung, Hamilton, gentleman. 

1770. 
Young, William, shop-keeper. 
Y^oung, James, shop-keeper. 



1759. 
Zeiglcr, Gothart, butcher. 
1765. 



176S. 
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VERREZANO'S VOYABE. 



Note — It has been a question considerably discussed whether Hudson Is entitled 
the place In our history, commonly accredited to him, of having been the first Euro- 
pean discoverer of the mouth of the Hudson river. By some It Is supposed (and 
we confess ourself among the number) that Verrezano was the actual discoverer, 
nearly an hundred years previous to the visit of Hudson. That our readers may 
form an opinion on this subject from the original report of Iho voyage, as well slb 
peruse an Interesting account of one of the earliest European expodlllous to the 
American coast, wo furnish a copy (In which the ancient English orthography U 
preserved) of Vorrczano'a letter to his Royal Master, the King of France, under 
whose auspices the expedition sailed. 



To THE MOST Christian Kino of Ffance, Francis the First : 

The Relation of John Z>e Verrex^no, a Florentine, of the Land by him 
discovered in the name of his Maiestie. Written at Diepe the eight 
of July, 1524. 

1 wrote not to your Maiesty, most Christian King, since the time we 
suffered the tempest in the north partes, of the successe of the four shippes 
whicli your Maiesty sent forth to discover new lands by the ocean, think- 
ing your Maiesty had bene already dticly enformed thereof. Now by 
these presents I will giue your Maiesty to understand how by the violence 
of the windes, we were forced with the two shippes, the Norman and the 
Dolphin, (in such evil case as they were,) to land in Eritaine, where, after 
wee had repayred them in all poynts as was necdeful, and armed them 
very well, wo took our course along by the coast of Spaine, which your 
Maiesty shall understand by the profile that we received thereby. After- 
wards with the Dolphin alone we determined to make discouerie of new 
countries, to prosecuto the nauigation we had already begun, which I pur- 
pose at this present to reeotmt unto your Blaiesty, to make manifest the 
whole proceeding of the matter. 

The 17th of January, the yeere 1524, by the grace of God, wo departed 
from the dishabited rocke by the isle of Madeira, apperteining to the King 
of Portugal, with 50 men, witli victuals, weapons and other ship-munition, 
very well prouided and furnished for eight months : and sailing westAvard 
with a faire easterly winde, in 25 dayes we ran 500 leagues, and tho 20 
of Februarie, we were ouertaken with as sharpe and terrible a tempest as 
euer any saylors suffered, whereof with the diuine holpe and mercifull 
assistance of almighty God, and the goodnesse of our shippe, accompanied 
with the good happe of her fortunate name, we were deliuered, and with 
a prosperous winde followed our course west and by north. And in other 
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25 dayes w© mads aboue 400 leagues more, where we discouered a new 
laud, nener before seene of any man either ancient or modorne, and at 
the first sight it seemed somewhat low, but being within a quarter of it, 
we perceiued by the great fires that we saw by the sea coast, that it was 
inhabited; and saw that the lande stretched to the southwards. In seek- 
ing some convenient harborough, wherein to anchor and to hare knowl- 
edge of the place, we sayled fiftie leagues in Taine, and seeing the lande 
to runne still to the southwards, we resolved to returne backe againe to- 
wards the' north where we found ourselues troubled. with the like difQoultie. 
At length, being in despaire to find any porte, wee cast anchor upon tbo 
coast, and sent our boate to shore, where we saw great store of people 
which came to the sea side; and seeing us approach they fled away, and 
sometimes would stand still and looke bncke, beholding us with g eat ad- 
miration; -but afterwards being animated and assured with signcs that we 
made them, some of them came hard to the sea side, seeming to rejoyco 
very much at the sight of us, and marvelling greatly at our apparel, shape 
and whitenesse, shewed us by sundry signes, wiiere we might most com- 
modiously come alande with our boate, offering us also of their victuals to 
eat. Now I will briefly declare to your Maiesty their life and maners, as 
farre as we could have notice thereof : These people goe altogether naked, 
except only that they cover their privie parts with certain skins of beastes, 
like unto martens, which they fasten unto a narrow girdle made of grasso 
very artificially wrought, banged about with tayles of divers other beastes, 
which, round about .their bodies, hang dangling down tu tbeir knees. 
Some of theln weare garlands of byrdes feathers. The poopl-o are of 
colour russet, and not much unlike the Saracens i tbeir hayre blacke 
thicke, and not very long, which they tye together in a knot behind, and 
weare it like- a little taile. They are well featured in their limbes, of 
middling stature, and commonly somewhat bigger than wee, broad 
breasted, strong armed, their legs and other parts of their bodies well 
fashioned, and they are disfigured in nothing, saving that they have some- 
what broade visages, and yet not all of them, for we saw many of them 
wel favoured, having blacke and greate eyes, with a cheereful and steady 
looke, not strong of body, yet sharpe wilted, nimble and e.\ceeding great 
runners, as farre as we could learn by experience, and in those two last 
qualities they are like to the people of the east partes of the world, and 
especially to them of the uttermost partes of China. We could not learne 
of this people their manner of living, nor their particular customes, by rea- 
son of the short abode we made on the shore, our company being but 
small, and our ship ryding farre off in the sen. And not farre from these 
we found another people whose lining wee think to bo like unto theirs (as 
hereafter I will declare unto your Maiestie) showing at this present the 
situation and nayture of the foresayd land. The shoare is all covered with 
small sand, and so ascendeth upwards for the space of 15 foote, rising in 
form of little hills, about 50 paces broad. And sayling forwards, we found 



certaine small rivers and armes of the sea, that fall downe by certaine 
creekE, washing the shoare on both sides is the coast Ijeth. And bejond 
this we saw the open conntry rising in height above the sandy shoare, 
with many faire fields and plaines, fall of mightic great woods, some very 
thicke, and some thinne, replenished with divers sorts of trees as pleasant 
and delectable to behold as is pcislble to imagine. And your Maiestie 
mjiy not thinke that these are like the woods of Hercynia or the wilde 
desert! of Tartary, and the northeme coasts, fuU of fmitlesse trees; hut 
they are full of palme trees, bay trees, and high cypresse trees, and many 
other sort^s of trees onknowen in Europe, which yield most sweete savors 
farre from the shoare, the propertie whereof we conld not learn for the 
cause aforesaid, and not for any difficultie to passe through the woods, 
seeing they are not so thicke but that a man may passe through them, 
neither doe we thinke that they partaking of the east world round about 
them, are altogether voyd of drugs or spieery and other riches of golde, 
seeing the colour of the land doth so much argue it. And the land is full 
of many beastes, as stags, deere and hares, and likewise of lakes and 
pooles of fresh water, with great plentie of fowles, convenient for all kiude 
of pleasant game. This land is latitude 34 degrees, with good and whole- 
some ayre, temperate betweene hot and colde; no vehement windes doe 
blowe in those regions, and those that doe commonly reign in those coasts, 
are the northwest and west vrindes in the summer season (in the begin- 
ning whereof we were there) the skie cleere and faire with very little 
raine; and if at any time the ayre be cloudie and mystie, with the south- 
em winde, immediat-ely it is dissolned and wareth cleere and fayre againe. 
The sea is calme , not boysterous, the waves gentle, and although all the 
shoare be somewhat sholde and without harborough, yet it is not danger- 
ous iQ the saylers, being free from rockes, and deepe, so that within 4 or 5 
foote of the shoare there is 20 foofce deepe of water without ebbe or flood, 
the depth stUl increasing in such nniform proportion. There is very good 
ryding at sea, for any ship being shaken in a t-empest can never perish 
there by breaking of her cables, which we have proved by eiperience. 
For in the beginning of March (as it is usual in all regions) being in the 
sea oppressed with northeme windes, and ryding there, we found our an- 
chor broken before the earth fayled or moved at all. "We departed from 
this place still running along the coast which we found to trend toward 
the east, and we saw everywhere very great iires, by reason of the multi- 
tude of the inhabitants. WTiile we rode on that coast partly because it 
had no harborough, and for that we wanted water, we sect our boat 
ashore with 25 men; where by reason of great and continuall waves that 
beat against the shoare being an open coast without succour, none of our 
men could possibly goe ashore without losing our boat*. We saw there 
many people which came into the shoare making divers signes of friend- 
ship, and shewing that they were content we should come aland, and by 
tiyal we found them to be very courteous and geiitle, as your Maiestie 

22 



256 

shall nuierstand tj tlie snece^^e. To the intent we migbfe send tiiem. of 
onr thingSj which the Indi2Ji= commonly desire and estseme, ns ^eetes of 
parer, glaus&es. bels, and 5ucli like trifles, we sen.: a yonng' rr.a.11 cue of cur 
mariners ashoare, who nfiminijig towaril^ them^, and Qi'xg witMn 3 or 4 
"^^rds of the shoare, nc' rmstiLr ihein. cast the thir^ upon the sfeoare; 
tut HeekLag afterwards to retnme, he ^3.= with. Ench violence of the waves 
beaten npon the shoare, that he Tra= 50 craiied, thafe he lay there aimMt 
dead: which the Indians perceiving, ranne to catch him, £rd drawing him 
out thev carried him a little way 0^ from the les. The yoTmg man per- 
ceiving they caried him, heing an the fx5t dismaied, feegin then greatly 
to feare and crle-i out piteously : likewise did the Indians which did ac- 
compary him. goirg about to cheere T^ittt ctd to gi"^e hhn cours^ze, and 
then iettlicg hTm on the ground at the foote of ii little Lil ag^ir;5~ the 
snnne, they began to behold liim with great adnnrnzicz . marrell^ng at 
the whitenesse of his flesh : and putting cu his clotheSj they made him 
wanne at a great fire, not without our great feare which remained in the 
boate, that they wonld hare rosted him at that fire, and hare eaten him- 
The young man baring recoTered his strength, and hauing stayed a while 
with them, shewed them by signes that he was desirons to retume to the 
ship, and they with greate love clapping him fast about, with many em- 
bracings, accc'inpanying him into the sea, uni to ptrfe him in more asn- 
rance^ leaving him alone, went unto a bigh groimd and Etood there, be- 
holding him untill he was entred into ihe boate. This young mau ob- 
served as we did also-, that these are of colour inclining to blacke as the 
others T^ere, with their fiesh very shining, cf middling stature, handsome 
risag?; and delicate limnes. and of very litle strength, bat of prompt wit. 
ferther we ob=erved not 

Departing from hence following the shore which trended •oine'^haL to- 
ward the north in 5*J leagues space we fame to another land which sbcwed 
mucb. more faire and fall of wo'j<Ii. being rery greate, where we rode at 
anchor; and that we might have some knowledge thereof, we soit 20 men 
aland, wbich entred into the country about 2 leagnes, and they fonnd that 
the people were fied to the woo^is for feare. They saw only one old wo- 
man, with a yonng maid of IS or 20 years old which seeing onr company 
hid themselves in the grasse for feare; the olde wpman carried two infants 
on her shonlders, and behind her necke a child of S yeares old. The yotmg 
woman was laden likewise with as many, but when onr men came nnto 
them, the women cried oat, the olde woman made signes that the men 
were fledde unto the woods. As soone as they saw ns to qiriet them and 
to win their favour, ooi men gave them, such rictnals as they had with 
them, to eate, which the olde woman received thankfolly, bat the young 
woman disdained them all, and threw them disdainfollT on the gT'innd. 
They tooke a chUde from the olde woman to bring into France, and going 
about to take the young woman which was very beauiifnl and of tail sta- 
ttire, they eoold not possibly, for the great ontcri^ that she made, brii^ 
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her to the sea; aad 9spso4a&y baTing great woods to pass throngli sad 
being faree from the ship, we purposed to leare her bebinde, beareing 
away the child* only. "We fooad those fo'kei to be moFe white than those 
thrt we foHBi before, beiag clad with certain leaves that hang on boughs 
of trees, which tb«y 5ew together with thieds oi" wilde hempe; their beads 
were tmseed up after the same maoer as the former were, their ordinary 
foo4e is of pulse, whereof they have great store, diferirz in colour and 
taste from onrs, of good and pleasant tiste. Moreover they live by fish- 
mg ajid fowling, which they take with ginnies. and bowes made of hard 
wood, the apTOwes of canes, being headed wi:h the tones of fishes and 
other beastes. The beastcs in those parts are mnch wilder than in otir 
Eufope by reason they are contiDnally chased and banted. We saw many 
of their boates, made c-f one tree 20 foote long and 4 foote broad, which 
are not made with yron or stone or any other kind of metall (because that 
in all this coantrie for the space of 2L-i3 leagues which we ranne, we never 
saw one scone of any son:) tbey help themselves with fire, burning so 
Buich of the tree as is sufficient for the hoUownesse of the boate. The 
Hhe they doe in making the steme and the fore parte, until it be fit to 
saile Hpon the sea. The land is in sitoation, goodiesse and faimesse like 
the other; it hath woods like the other, thinne and fuU of diver? sortes of 
trees but not so sweete, because the cotmtrie is more northerly and colde. 
We saw in this countrie many vines growing naturally, which growing 
up, took holde of the trees as tbey do in Lombardie, which if by husband- 
men they were dressed in good order, without all doubt they would yield 
eicelient wines, for having oftentimes seene the fruit thereof dryed, 
which was sweete and pleasant, and not differing from ours, we think that 
they doe esteeme the same, because that in euery place where they growe, 
they take away the under branches growing round about that the fruit 
thereof may ripen the better. We found also roses, violets, lilies and 
^ny sortes of berhes and sweete and odoriferous flowers different from 
ewrs. We knewe not their dwellings because tbey were farre up in the 
land, and we judge by many signs that we saw that they are of wood and 
of trees framed together. We doe believe also by many conjectures and 
sigHes that many of them sleeping in the iieMs have no other covert than 
the open skye. Farther knowledge have we nat of them; we think that all 
the rest whose countries we passed. live all after one maner. Having made 
OUT aboade three days in this country, and rydicg on the coast for want of 
harboroaghs, we eonclnded to depart from thence, trending along the shore 
betweene the north and the east, sayling only in the daye time, and ryding 
at anker at night. In the space of 100 leagues sayling we fotmd a very 
pleasant place situated amoBg certaine little steepe hills; from amidst the 
whJoh has there ranne downe to the sea an exceeding great streme of wa- 
ter, whieh within the mouth was very deepe and from the sea to the mouth 
of the same with the tide, which we.found to rise 8 foote, any greate ship 
laden may passe up. But beeanse we rode at anker in a place well fenced 
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from the wind, we would not venture ourselvea without knowledge of the 
place, and we passed up with our boate onely into the sayd river, and saw 
the country very well peopled. The people are almost like unto the oth- 
ers, and are clade with the feathers of fowles of divers colours; they came 
towards us very cheerfully, making great show of admiration, showing us 
where we might come to land most safely with our boate. We entered up 
the said river into the lande about halfe a league, where it made » most 
pleasant lake aboute 3 leagues in oompasse, on the which they rowed from 
the one side to the other, to the number of 30 of their small boats, wherein 
were many people which passed from one shore to the other to come and 
see us. And behold upon the sudden (as it is woont to fall out in sayling) 
a contrary flaw of winde oomming from the sea, we were inforced to retume 
to our ship leaving this land to our great discontentment, for the great 
commodity and pleasantnesse thereof, which we suppose is not without 
some riches, all the hils shewing mineral matters in them "We weyed 
anker and sayled towards the east for so the coast trended, and so alwayes 
for 50 leagues being in the sight thereof, we discouered an islande in forme 
of a triangle distant from the mainland 10 leagues, about the bignesse of 
the island of Rhodes. It was full of hils covered with trees, well peopled, 
for we saw fires all along the coast; "We gave it the name of your maies- 
ties mother,* not staying there by reason of the weather being contrary. 

And we came to another land lying 15 leagues distant from the island, 
where we found a passing good haven, wherein being entered, we found 
about 20 small boats of the people, which with divers cries and wonder- 
ings came aboute our shippe, coming no nearer than 50 paces towards us ; 
they stayed and beheld the artificialnesse of our ship, our shape and appa- 
rel, then they all made a loud showt together declaring that they rejoyced. 
When we had something animated them, using their gestures they came so 
neere us, that we cast them certain bels and glasses, and many toyes, 
which when they had received, they looked on them with laughing, and 
came without feare on board our ship. There were amongst these people 
2 kings of so goodly stature and shape as is possible to declare, the eldest 
was about 40 yeeres of age, the seconde was a yong man of 20 yeeres olde, 
their apparell was on this manner; the elder had upon his naked body a 
harts' skin wrought artificially with divers branches like damask, hia head 
was bayre, with the hayre tied up behind with divers knots; about his neck 
he had a large ehaine, garnished with divers stones of sundry colours, the 
young man was almost apparelled after the same manner. This is the 
goodliest people and of the fairest condition that we have founde in our 
voyage. They exceedo us in bignesse. They are of the colour of brasse, 
some of them incline more to whitenesse others are of yellow colour, of 
comely visage, with long and black hair, which they are very careful to 
trim and decke up : they are black and quick-eyed, and of sweete and 
pleasant countenance imitating much the old fashion. I write not to your 

*Claudian Island. 
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maiestie of the other partes of their body, haviog all such proportion as 
appertaineth to any handsome man. The women are of the like oonformitie 
and beautie, very handsome and well favored, of pleasant countenance and 
comely to behold : they are as well mannered and continent as any women, 
and of good education, they are all naked saye their privy partes, which 
they cover with a deeres skin branched or embroydered as the men use ; 
there are also of them which weare on their armes very rich skins of iu- 
zernes they adorne their heads with diuers ornaments, made of their owne 
hair, which bang downe before on both sides of their brestes, others use 
other kind of dressing themselves like unto the women of Egypt and Syria, 
these are of the elder sort : and when they are marled they wear divers 
toyes, according to the usage of the people of the east as well men as 
women. 

Among them we saw many pieces of wrought copper, which they esteeme 
more than goolde, which for the colour they make no account, for that 
among all other it is counted the basest; they make most account oi azure 
and red. The things that they esteeme most of all those which we gave 
them, were bels, christal of azure colour, and other toyes, to hang at their 
eares or about their necke. They did not desire clothe of silke or of 
golde, much lesse of any other sort, neither cared they for thyngs made of 
Steele and yron, which we often showed them in our armour which they 
made no wonder at : and in beholding them they onely asked the arte of 
making them; the like they did at our glasses, which, when they behelde 
they suddenly caught, and gave them us againe. They are very liberal, 
for they giue that which they hauej we became great friends with these, 
and one day we entered into the haven with our ship, whereas before we 
rode a league off at sea, by reason of the contrary weather. They came 
in great companies of their small boats unto the ship, with their faces all 
bepainted with diuers colours, shewing us that it was a signe of joy; 
bringing us of their victuals, they made signes unto us where we might 
safest ride in the haven for the safeguard of our ship, keeping still our 
company, and after we were come to an anker, we bestowed 15 dayes in 
prouiding ourselues many necessary things, whither every day the people 
repayred to see our ship, bringing their wives with them, whereof they 
were very ielous, and they themselves entering aboard the ship and stay- 
ing there a good space caused their wives to stay in their boates, and for 
all the entreatie we could make, offering to giue them divers things, we 
could neuer obtaine that they would suffer them to com^ aborde our ship_ 
And oftentimes one of the two kings, comming with his queene, and many 
gentlemen for their pleasure to see us, they all stayed on the shore 200 
paces from us, sending us a small boat to giue us intelligence of their com- 
ming, saying they would come and see our ship; This they did in token of 
safety, and as soone as they had answere from us, they came immediately 
and hauing staied awhile to behold it, they wondered at hearing the cryes 
and noyses of the mariners. The Queene and her maids staied in a very 
light boat, at an iland a quarter of a league off, while the King abode a 
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great admiration all the furniture of the shippe, demanding the property 
of eue^ thing particularly. He tooke likewise great pleasure in behold- 
ing our apparell, and tasting our meats, and so courteously taking his 
leave departed. And sometimes our men staying two or three dales on a 
little iland tte ship for divers necessaries (as it is the use of seamen) he 
returned with 7 or 8 of his gentlemen to see what we did, and asked of us 
oftentimes if we meant to make any long abode there offering ns of their 
provision; then the King drawing his bow and running up and downe with 
his gentlemen, made much sporte togratifie our men. We were oftentimss 
within the land 5 or 6 leagues, which we found as pleasant as it is possible 
to declare, very apt for any kinde of husbandry, of come, wyne and oyle ; 
for there are plaines 25 or 30 leagues broad open and without any impedi- 
ment, of trees of such fruitfulnesse that any seed being sowen therein, 
wil bring forth most excellent fruit. We entred afterwards into the woods 
which we found so greate and thioke, that any army were it never -ax> 
greate, might have hid itself therein, the trees whereof are okes, cipresse 
trees and other sortes unknowen in Europe. We found Pome, Appil, dam- 
sou trees and nut trees and many other sortes of fruit differing from ours ; 
there are beastes in great abundance as harts, deere, 'luzernes and other 
kinds which they take with their nets and bows which are their chief weap- 
ons, the arrowes which they use are made of great cunning and instead of 
yron, they head them with flint, with Jasper stone and hard marble and 
other sharp stones which they use instead of iron to cut trees and to make 
their boates of one whole piece of wood making it hollow with greate and 
wonderful art, wherein 10 or 12 men may set commodiously, their oares 
are short and broad at the end, and they use them in the sea without uny 
danger, and by maine force Of armes, with as great speedinesse as they left 
themselves. We saw their houses made in circular or round forme 10 or 12 
paces in compasse made with half circles of timber separate one from another 
without any Order of building, couered witb mattes of straw wrought cun- 
ningly together, which save them from the winde and raine: and if they 
had the order of building and perfect skill of workmanship as we have 
there were no doubt but that they would also make eftsoons great and 
stately buildings. For aU the sea coastes are ful of clear and glistening 
stones and alabaster, and therefore it isful of good havens andharboroughs 
for shippes. They moove the foresaid houses from one place to another 
according to the commodity of tbe place and season wherein they wil 
make their abode and only take off the mattes; they have other houses 
bailded incontinent. The Father and the whole Family dwell together in 
one house in great number, in some of them we saw 25 or 30 persons. They 
feede as the other doe aforesaid of pulse which grow in that country with 
better order of husbandry than in the others. They observe in their sowing 
the course of the Moone and the rising of oertaine starres, and divers other 
customs spoken of by antiquity. Moreover they live by hunting and fish- 
ing. They live long and are seldom sicke and if they chance to fall Sinks 
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at any time they heal themselves with fire without any physician, and they 
say that they die for Tory age. ^they are very pitifull and charitable to- 
wards their neighbours, they make great lamentations in their adversitie, 
and in their miserie, the kindred reckon np all their felicitie. At their 
departure out of life, they use mourning mist with singing, which oontinu- 
eth for a long space . This is as much as we could learne of them. This 
Land is situate in the Paralele of Rome in 41 degrees and 2 terces but 
somewhat more cold by accidentall causes and not of nature (as I will de- 
clare unto your highnesse elsewhere) describing at this present the situa- 
tion of the foresaid couutrie, which lieth east and west. I say that the 
mouth of the haven lieth open to the south half a league broad and being 
entred within it between the east and the north it stretcbeth twelve leagues 
where it weareth broader and broader and maketh a gulfe about 20 leagues 
in compasse wherein are five small islands very fruitful and pleasant, full 
of hie and broad trees among the which islandes any great navie may ride 
safe without any feare of tempest or other danger. Afterwards turning 
towards the south in the entring into the haven, on both sides there are 
most pleasant hils, with many rivers of most cleare water falling into the 
sea. In the middest of this entrance there is a rocke of free stone growing 
by natm-e, apt to build any castle or fortresse there for the keeping of the 
haven. The flft of May being furnished with all things necessarie we de- 
parted from the said coaste, keeping along in sig-ht thereof, and we sailed 
150 leagues finding it alwayes after one manner, but the land somewhat 
higher with certaine mountaines all which beare a show of minerall matter, 
wee sought not to land there in any place, because the weather serued our 
turne for sailing; but wee suppose that it was like the former, the coaste 
ran eastward for fiftie leagues. And trending afterwards to the north, wee 
found another lande, high, full of thieke woods, the trees whereof were 
firres, oipresses and such like as are wont to grow in cold countries. The 
people differ much from the other, and looke how much the former seemed to 
be courteous and gentle, so much were these full of rudeness and ill manors, 
and so barbarous that by no signes that ever wee could make, we could 
have any kind of traffic with them. They clothe themselues with beares 
skinnes and luzernes and scales and other beastes skinnos. Their foode 
as farre as we could perceive, repairing often to their dwellings, we suppose 
to be by hunting and fishing, and of certaine fruites, which are a, kind of 
roots which the earth yieldeth of her own accord. They have no graine, 
neither saw we any kind of signe of tillage, neither is the land for the bar- 
rennesse thereof, apt to beare fruit or seed. If at any time we desired by 
exchange to have any of their commodities they used to come to the sea 
shore upon certaine craggy rocks; and we standing in our bootes; they let 
downe, with a rope what it pleased them to give us, crying continually 
that we should not approach to the laud, demanding immediately the ex- 
change, taking nothing but knives, fish hooks, and tooles to out withall, 
neither did they make any account of our oourtesie. And when we had 
nothing left to exohange with them, when we separated from them the 
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people shewed all signes of discourteeie and disdame, as were po!sible for 
any creature to inveDt. We were in desp^ht of them 2 or 3 leagues with- 
in the land, being in number 25 armed men of us. And when went on 
shore they shot at ns with their bowes, making great outcries and after- 
wards fled into the woods. We found not in this land any thing notable 
or of importance, saving Ter^' great wood and certaine hils, they may have 
some mineral matter in them for we saw many of them have headstones of 
copper hanging at their eares. We departed from thence, keeping our 
course northeast along the coaste, which we found.more pleasant champion 
and without woods, with high mountains within the laud; continuing di- 
rectly along the coa^t for the i"pace of fiftie leagues we discovered 32 islands, 
lying al neare the land being small and pleasant to the view high and 
having many tumingn and windings between them, making many fair 
harboroaghs and chanels as the doe in the gxilf of Venict in Stavonia 
and Daimaiia, we had no knowledge or acquaintance with the people; we 
suppose they are of the same maners and nature a3 the others are. Sayl- 
ing north east for the rpa^ie of 150 leagues wee approached the land that 
was iu times past disc'juertd by the Britons, which is in fiftie degrees. 
Having now si>ent all our provision and victuals, and having discovered 
about 700 leagues and more of new countries, and being furnished with 
water and wood we concluded to retume to France. Touching the religion 
of these people which we have found, for want of their larignage we could 
not understande, neither by eignes nor gestures, that they had any religion 
or laws at all, or that they did acknowledge any first cause or mouer, 
neither that they worship the heaven or starres, the sunne or moon, or 
other planets, and much lease whether they be idolaters: neither could we 
leame whether they used any kind of sacrifices or other adorations, neither 
in their villages have they any temples or houses of prayer. We suppose 
that they have no religion at all and that they line at their own libertie. 
And, that all this proceedeth of ignorance, for tljey are very easie to be 
persuaded, and all that they see us Christians doe in our divine service 
they did the same with the like imitation as they saw us doe it. 



A I) D E N" I) u ::i . 

There has been, as the compiler remarked in the note introductory t-o 
the account of Verrezano's voyage, considerable discussion as to the proba- 
bility of his having entered the bay of New York, as there are, it has 
been supposed, discrepancies in his account of the two harbors visited by 
him, which do not adapt either of them to the actual descriptien of New 
York bay; but, to us, his narrative seems so plainly to point out the two 
harbors of New York and Newport as being those described by him, that 
onr conviction is quite settled on the snl>ject; and we think that the whole 
difficulty in reconciling his account with the supposition rests upon the 
di£erence in which the words " in compasse" are used in he ancient and 
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modern vocabulary. While we of the present day give to those words the 
signification of" in circumference," they of the olden time gave them sig- 
nification as " in diameter." This is proven by various passages in Verre- 
zano's letter; as ho says, for instance, the Indian houses were ten or twelve 
paces in compass, and yet that large families dwell therein. This could 
hardly be in a house ten or twelve feet in diameter, (which would be the 
size of a house thirty to thirty-six feet in circumference,) while in one from 
thirty to thirty-six feet in diameter it might very well be, and this latter 
was, doubtless, the size of the Indian domicils, as we know from contem- 
porary accounts. The word '^ compass," in the old signification, was not 
a geometrical term, but one having the same sense of our word " size," 
and being commonly applied to circular forms the " size" or " compass" 
was understood as the extent across. 

Taking this explanation, we find that Verrezano left latitude thirty-four 
degrees and sailed along the coast, without material variation of his course, 
a little oast of north, and always in sight of land, for near one hundred and 
fifty leagues. That he then entered a sheltered cove, with hills in the 
vicinity. That a river emptied among the hills. That within the mouth 
of the river was deep water. That from the sea to the mouth of the river 
any great ship might pass up. That he entered the river with a boat sent 
from his sheltered anchorage, and found, when a mile and a half within 
the entrance, that it formed a lake about nine miles *' in compass." This 
all corresponds with the actual description of New York bay and harbor. 
Further, that when he left his anchorage he sailed east, along the coast, 
fifty leagues, (about the extent of the Long Island shore.) That he dis- 
covered an island ten leagues distant from the main land, about the bigness 
of the island of Rhodes, (answering the description of Block Island.) That 
at fifteen leagues distance from the island he entered a harbor situated in 
latitude forty-one degrees two minutes. The mouth of the harbor lying 
open to the south and being half a league broad. That within, it stretched 
twelve leagues between the east and north, andbeoame still broader further 
on, forming upon the whole a gulf twenty leagues " in compass" or length, 
wherein are five small islands. On both sides of the entrance there were 
pleasant hills, and in the middle of the entrance a rocky projection above 
the water. All this applies, with precise accuracy to the harbor of Newport, 
Rhode Island. That the coast thence trended eastward fifty leagues, and 
turned afterward, (around Nantucket,) toward the north, until he finally 
came to Newfoundland. It is to be remembered that in his estimate of dis- 
tances Verrezano does not pretend to be precise, by measurement, but ap- 
proxmate, as well as he could judge. 
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W0 0DL4WN MANSIiON. 



This picturesque property is beautifully situated on the Bloomingdale 
road, and was a well known hostelry or antique inn, as far hack as the 
era Of the Revolution. It was then called the " Strawberry Hill Hotel," 
and was a famous resort of the young people of our city up to the close Of 
the last century. About that time, the manor came into the possession of 
John James, and wes divided by him into smaller estates, and the manor 
house, as it now stands, put up for a rural residence. It subsequently 
passed into the possession of the Hay wards, and on the partition of their 
estates, about the year 1S45, became the property of the present owner, 
Wm. B. Moffat. The house commands a fine water prospect, as the eye, 
on a clear day, can enjoy a view of the lordly Hudson for many miles 
north and south, and descry objects from Sing Sing to the Narrows . In 
the future of this city, the manifest destiny of "Woodlawn will probably be 
in fifty years the cite of a large ship building yard, where monster steam- 
Ships will be launched, amid the clink of hammers and the roar of steam. 



NEWSPAPEE EXTRACTS IN OLDEN TIMES, 

To his Excellency the Earl nf Sellomont , Captain General and Governor 

of the Province of New York, fyc. 
The humble petition of Samuel Clowes, showeth : 

That your Excellency's petitioner being very desirous to be some way 
serviceable to his Majesty and your Excellency in the province, doth 
hereby humbly offer himself, and request your Excellency would gra- 
ciously please to invest him with the employ of Comptroller or Surveyor 
of the Customs, or any other post your iixcellenoy shall think him quali- 
fied for, and your Excellency's petitioner shall (as in duty and gratitude 
bound) ever pray, &c. 

Sam'l CtOWES. 

March 31, 1669. 

Great sickness in New York and over the land in general. Some per- 
sons are daily swept away, and many more lying on their languishing 
beds, expecting each hour their dissolution. A day of humiliation is or- 
dered by the Governor, who complains of swearing, the intemperate way 
of drinking, and all manner of impieties, as being prevalent in the pro- 
vince. —(JVot)em6cc, 1668.) 
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RIAOOM EXTRACTS FROM THE CITY RECORDS. 



The First aiei-chants* Exclianurc. 
1752 — Whereas, Several gentlemen , in this city, haring voluntarily sub- 
scribed toward erecting an Exchange, at the lower end of Broad street, 
near the long bridge, Mr. John Watts appeared before the Board with a 
plan thereof, and desired their approbation, to which plan they unani- 
mously agreed, and for the encouragement of so laudable an undertaking, 
voted, that Mr. Mayor issue his warrant to the Treasurer, to pay one 
hundred pounds toward carrying on said building. 



Bedlow^s iHland. 

February, .1758. — Ordered, That Alderman Livingston and Alderman 
Lispenard do immediately wait upon Archibald Kennedy, Esq., and pur- 
chase of him, for this Corporation, the island commonly called Bedlow*s 
Island, for any sum not exceeding one thousand pounds, in order to erect 
thereon a pest house, and make report thereof to this Board, how, and in 
what manner they have treated with him for the same. 

The Committee, after conference with Mr. Kennedy, reported that they 
had agreed to give him one thousand pounds, in two payments, viz : — Five 
hundred pounds on 1st May next, and five hundred pounds on 1st May, 
1759 ; which wag approved. 

January 30, 1759. — Ordered, That a pest house bo erected on the island 
commonly called Eedlow's Island, recently purchased by the Corporation, 
for that purpose. 

April, 1760. — Ordered, That the Clerk of this Board prepare a lease to 
[saao Will, of the city of New York, gardener, for the island commonly 
called Bedlow's Island, for the term of one year, upon the following con- 
ditions, to wit;— That this Corporation will find and provide for said "Will 
a pettiauger and one cow, and that the said Will is not to be permitted to 
sell or retail any strong liquors, or entertain any company on the said 
island, during the continuance of this lease; and, that if the said lease shall 
not be continued longer than fur a year, that at the expiration thereof he 
shall leave the cow, for the use of the said Corporation, and shall repay 
them the price they paid for the said pettiauger ; and that the said Isaac 
Will shall be obliged to continue on said island, during the continuance of 
the lease, in case any sick shall be lodged there, and afford them his and 
his family's assistance. 

March, 1764 It is agreed and ordered by this Board, that John Brown, 

of the said city, laborer, be, and is hereby appointed overseer and manager 
of Bedlow's Island, during the pleasure of the Corporation. 
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September, 1769. — Ordered, That Samuel Rogers, the present tenant of 
this Corporation, on the island commonly called Bedlow's Island, do forth- 
with remove himself and family from thence, this Board having no further 
service for him there; and ordered that Evert Pells be permitted to occupy 
the same, until he shall receive an order from this Board to the contrary. 

July, 1772 It is agreed that Elias Stilwell be permitted to take into 

hia possession the island commonly called Bedlow's Island, and to occupy 
the same, until he shall receive an order to the contrary from this Board. 

September, 1773.— Mr. Mayor informed the Board, that Col. Robinson 
signified his desire to obtain leave of the Corporation, to put a number of 
soldiers on Bedlow's Island, in the hospital there, and that he would en- 
gage to repair any damage that they may do to the same ; Ordered, there- 
fore, that he have leave accordingly, until the further order of this 
Corporation. 

Tbo present Chatham street, (previously the Old Pott Koad,) surveyed as 
a Street. 

1760. — Mr. Marsohalk, one of the City Surveyors, produced to this Board 
the draft or plan of a road which he hath lately laid out, by the direction 
of this Corporation, in the West Ward of this city, and is in the following 
manner, viz : — Beginning from the Spring Garden House, where the street 
now is of the breadth of eighty-two feet sis inches, and extending from 
thence north thirty-seven degrees, east thirty minutes, until it comes to 
the ground of the late Widow Rutgers, leaving the street thereof fifty 
feet in breadth ; which is approved of by this Board. 

Uehtlne of the Streets. 

Jammry, 1762.— Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to purchase, 
for the use of the Corporation, such a number of lamps and lamp-posts as 
they may conceive to be necessary for the illuminating of this city, agree- 
able to an act of assembly of this province . 

Same date — Ordered, That notice be given in the public gazettes, to 
such persons as are willing to contract with this Board, for lighting such 
lamps as will speedily be erected. 

February, 1762 — Ordered, That a Committee be appointed, (in pursu- 
ance of an act of assembly, authorizing the raising of a sum not exceeding 
one thousand eight hundred pounds, by tax, for fixing of lamps, and pro- 
viding a sufficient number of watchmen,) to erect lamps in such parts •f 
the city as they shall judge most convenient. 

Ceneml System of numbering the Streets adopted. 

1793 — The Street Committee on Numbering the Streets, presented the 

following report: " That the following method, in the opinion of your 

Committee, will be the most simple and convenient, beginning at the next 

house in every street terminating at either of the rivers, where such street 
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intersects the main street, next to the riyer, and all houses below such 
intersecting streets to be numbered separately, beginning with No. J, 
looking upward in all the main streets, and downward in all the slips, on 
the one side of the street, and No. 2 on the opposite side, and so on to 
the end of the street or slip. That a board be put up at each end of every 
street with the name of the street, and an index or hand, pointing towards 
the street, painted thereon. 



Pavi]i|f of Broudwo}'. 

1790.— The Committee appointed to propose a plan for paving Broad- 
way, from the now pavement at the Lutheran church, (formerly on tho 
corner of Rector street) northwards, report; That in the execution of this 
duty, they have paid that attention which the importance of so principal 
a street required, and have obtained an accurate survey of the same, which 
accompanies this report. The result of their opinion is, that the regula- 
tion ought to take place from the corner of the Bridewell fence, and that 
the crown of the street be continued in a right line from that place, until 
it joins tho new pavement at the Lutheran church, by which means a 
regular uniformity will be preserved, which will contribute to the beauty 
as well as the convenience of tho street. To accomplish this desirable 
object, few diOicultie.-^ occur in leading the water off to the westward, as 
the different avenues to the North river, in general, afford every facility 
that can be wished. Some inconveniences occur on the east side, to over- 
come which, two modes present themselves; the one, to lower the several 
streets leading from tho Broadway to Nassau street, and eastward, the 
other, by constructing common sewers under the intended pavement of 
Broadway, at the places hereafter designated. The Committee, as well 
as the surveyors employed on this occasion, are unanimously of opinion 
that the latter is the most desirable, as well as most practicable mode, 
and cannot be attended with sueh a charge to the Corporation as to 
render it objectionable. 

The places where the difficulty of leading off the water occurs, are, the 
head of Fair street, (now Fulton street). Little Queen street, (now Pearl 
street,) and Trinity church, opposite Wall street. Fair street is nearly 
a dead level, to William street, which being already paved, a material 
injury would arise to dig it down so as to lead the water eastward from 
Broadway. Here, therefore, a common sewer appears decidedly prefer- 
able, perhaps in the course of the operation the water may be led from the 
head of Little Queen street, eastward, or partly through the channel on 
the east side of Broadway, which may be left to the decision of the Com- 
mittee employed to superintend the work. At Trinity church, a common 
sewer appears indispensably necessary, to lead the water into Wall street, 
as the distance between Provost street (now Franklin street,) and Mr. 
Cortland's corner, (Exchange Place,) is' too great to drop sufficient to 
carry off the water. Although the Committee recommend the regulation 



268 

to take place from the corner of the Bridewell, they propose that the 
pavement should only extend as far as Vcscy street, consequently any 
future regulations must correspond and preserve the uniformity of Broad- 
way, an ohject they consider of the utmost importance to the beautyof 
the city, as well as the credit of the Corporation." Which plan was 
adopted. 

Aldermun Bayard's Election. 

17S4. Nicholas Bayard, was returned elected Alderman of the Out 

Ward, whereupon. Alderman Ives presented a representation to the Board, 
setting forth his objections to the eligibility of Mr. Bayard, for the fol- 
lowing reasons. That Mr. Bayard, after having left the town, did volun- 
tarily return thereto, enjoyed his property, and held employment under the 
British government during the war. Second, that upon examination, it 
will be found that a great number of persons voted at the election who 
ought not have been permitted to vote . 

'Mr. Ives' objections were, however, overruled, and Alderman Bayard 
was admitted to his seat as Alderman. 

The Fort. 

17S9. — The Board having visited the ground at the Fort and Battery, 
which, by the Legislature, have been reserved for the public use, and for 
continuing the Broadway through to the river. The Mayor communi- 
cated to the Board, that the Governor had proposed to remove as much of 
the Fort as obstructed the line of the Broadway to the river, at the. expense 
of the State, and signified, that it would be proper for the Corporation to 
run a wharf or bulkhead in the river, along the Battery, from Ell's comer 
to the Flat Rock, to receive the earth to be removed from the Fort, and.to 
enlarge the area of the Battery. Whereupon, resolved, that this Board 
will run a wharf, in manner as above is suggested, and that a Committee 
be appointed to report the expense . 

1790. — Ordered, That Messrs. Torboss, Van Zant and George Janeway, 
be appointed Commissioners to superintend the taking down the, stone, 
and removing the earth of the Fort . 

llarleoi Brldee. 

1774. — Colonel Ijewis Morris, of the manor of Morrisiana, in West- 
chester County, made application to this Board, and informed them that 
the present post-road, between this city and Eastchester, is twenty miles 
long, and passes over many high and steep hills, which render it very in- 
convenient. That a road between the places aforesaid, through Harlem, 
iMorrissiana and the borough of Westchester, will be less than sixteen 
miles over a more level tract of country; that he the said Lewis Morris, 
'and thoae who are tenants in fee of the soil adjoining Harlem river, through 
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which such road must pass, will bestow upon tho public the land which 
shall be necessary for laying out the same, and that to render the said 
road really beneficial, it will be requisite to build a bridge across Harlem 
river, which cannot be affected without the leave and permission of this 
worshipful Board, first had and obtained, and therefore hoped that this 
Board would indulge him with a grant and permission of the same- 

This Board taking the same into consideration, thereupon ordered, that 
the said 'Lewis Morris, have permission, accordingly, to erect a bridge 
across Harlem river, for the public use only, and not for private emolu- 
ment. 



VAKIAN'S HOUSE. 



Iho dwelling house represented by the engraving on the opposite page, 
was taken down some ten or fifteen years since to make room for the 
splendid edifices which now beautify the portion of the city in which it 
was situated. It was the, residence of Isaac Varian, and the birth-place of 
bis ebildren, among whom were ex-lVIayor Isaac L. Varian and the pre- 
sent Alderman, George W. Varian, and was occupied by him as his home 
at the time of his death, a few years since. The farm attached to the 
property contained about twenty-seven and a half acres, fronting origin- 
ally on the Bloomingdale road, and covering the blocks within the present 
limits of Broadway, Twenty-sixth to Thirtieth streets, and extending 
nearly to the Seventh avenue. The northerly seventeen and a half acres 
were purchased by Mr. Varian of the executors of John De Witt, to 
whom the same were conveyed by Jacob Horn in 1761. The southerly ten 
acres were purchased from Adam Vanderburgh . The property is said to 
have been in the family about eighty years, and was cultivated as farming 
land. The old house is said to have shown evidences of having been in 
part constructed out of a ship's cabin, but from whence this relic was de- 
rived, we have no account. The building itself was a noticeable object in 
late years, when seen from the fashionable drive near which it was situ- 
ated, partly owing to its humble appearance in the midst of a rapidly im- 
proving neighborhood, and partly from the pertinacity evinced by its 
wealthy occupant, who, although raised to very afBuent circumstances by 
.the. rise in value of his Ian .d, yet clung to the humble homestead of his 
childhood, where his father had lived before him, until his grasp was re- 
leased hy d«ath . 
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BEOADWAY 310DEBXIZED. 



TiiOs^ yrh(j itiL^hiu^^r oor g^r-^al ';itY &iXfiiry iifetxiy jeara iin':;^ taait, on 
refleetion, of^Q feel iarpri5*'j, if lot 'ieUg'ii'*/ij at the many rpieciid 
t'jiSee?. which have been erected mthin that ehort period, yowbere, 
ii'/we/er, is *.i.e cba.ige ffiore apr-areLt than frcci Park row up t</ Caiial 
!'.fie:. ifet of the 'iuair.r.;cal Iv/kit-g edif cei, erecMa by Mir Lrutci. ai.- 
ee-tor?, have i>eec toni dcrtwi, aLl their sit^s oe'^pied with loftj Ktmetares 
of D:a.-'r.,e. bri(;k or brows Etone. We fresent a view of a large bajMirg, 
OTi'Led by iJr. V/m. B- .I'lofic.'., at the corner of Broadway and Anthony, 
a- it tufed to he writter^, bit which ha.£ chaioged* it? cognoioen to Worth 
£treet . Kef ore the 2road^av Theatre waa erected, in 1547, there stood 
oij thia ij^^t a wooden >trtictare, known to the denizeng thereabout as the 
" Old Porter HoTi=^." It Trai torn ocwd the ^me Tea- the Theatre wa.3 
open-ed, aiid in a Terr sammArj manner- The occupant refoied t/> quit 
after receirjng le^al notice, arid an order of di*x/'-'i?je^ision being granted by 
a Jtidge of the Sarreaie Cotin; the grooid wa? cleared, in about rir 
hcar=: of every stick or n<.ne which mad* up the •^ Old Porter House,'' and 
the new ediSce coBUosneed for.hwith. 



i:£7.';pAPE2 EIIliiCTt 15 OILEN riME-- 



Feter Eiiet, of Bedford, pretended t/j ge* sight? and TLjions at the Fort 
in New York, for which he i= ordered t!. be arreted, a« it tend?, to the 
dliqoiet o: nii ILaje'ty'- -uhject: in these par.f.— Cfe'/riMry 16, ]%l.y 

O-r^at drought prevail; — no wheat or wheat-meai is aLiowed to be ex- 
pOTted from the p^^rt of i^ew York.— (Ja/y .% If/A. ; 

There were great r.rt;ggiei at the elections Lo I.'ew York, broken heada 

and %hting. 2>ichok, late of the CotincriL rode about the cotintry elee- 
tione^ring. Tr.e ieading de-tre is to get rid of a Rmemie System, and to 
!te to a footing with the other coionie=. The two parties are the l^ei*ier- 
it*5 and the Jacooiter;. The itt^ier l^ing mortiy Imtoh/ Tot*d for tile 
revenue wjd at e the :opT.or.eri of jCfr. Eeliomont, who pat them in a!i 
tie good pla/ie- at hij dijpoeai — i 'i'/Kirn/zT' i. L/dUr, May 15, IWG.y 

A malignant disease, ilke a plague, was hroaght into Xew York from 
Sn Thomaj, V."e!t Indies, in a haie of cotf-vn — {Anemhly Journal, ITOZ.) 
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style of Enffliio used about the year 1783. 

SKETCH OF THE ORIGIN OF THE FIRE DEPARTMEIVT 

OF THE CITY OF NEW YOKK, AS AT PEESENT OROANIZBD. 



The Firemen of the city of JN'ew York form one of the most uotable 
fraternities known in our municipal history, and have become appreciated 
as a highly efficient organization even in the old cities of Europe. It is 
but recently, we believe, that the present sagacious Emperor of the 
French, who had formerly some personal opportunity of witnessing the 
alacrity of our firemen, complimented them by modelirig parts of the 
dress and regulations of the Paris department upon those of our city. Our 
department is, besides, the parent stock from which the peculiar genius 
and spirit which now animate those of other cities and villages in the 
Union, has been derived. In its own circle, it has become concentrated 
into a powerful fraternity, banded together for charitable objects toward 
the widows and orphans of its deceased members, as well as a great organ- 
ization, operating powerfully for the public good. 

Our young men, enjoying the freedom of a participation in public affairs, 
and called upon for an active contribution toward the general welfare, find 
in this employment a sphere of co-operation well suited to those who de- 
light in active physical exercise. The excitement, the dangers and (it 
may be so called) the glory of participation in the salvation of life or pro- 
perty from the devouring element, are attractions well suited to the tastes 
of this class of our people. Life is boldly ventured in the discharge of the 
duty, and, not unfrequently, hazards are taken with fatal results to the 
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heroic flremeu . lu such cases the fraternity honor their decaased asso- 
ciates with ceremonious funeral; raise mouument-s of the most splendid 
description to their memory, and their names are recorded in the annals 
of the department, as men whose memories .their f iiionds dolight to honor. 
A history of the deed:? of self-sacriiico and disinterested valor, connected 
with the Fire Department of New York, would, of itself, furnish an in- 
structive lesson equal to many stories of ancient and romantic heroism, 
with which history is ornamentod. 

In contemplating the present extensiTe scheme of our Fire Department, 
it is curious to go back to those ages of our municipal histoiy, when the 
first germ of its organisation sprung up. Look tor instance at that ear- 
liest ordinance, adopting a system for the prevention of ifires, which reads 
in these words : 

{Translated from the Dutch.) 

"Whereas, The Butgomosters of the city of Amsterdam, in New Neth- 
erland, have observed that within tiiis oity there is but little attention 
paid to the subject of fire and to the necessity of keeping the chimnies 
clean, in consequence of which there have already occurred several fires, 
and further dangers are to be apprehended, from the reason that the 
greater part of the houses in this town are built of wood, and among 
them some are covered with reeds and have wooden or platted chimnies: 
Therefore have we, with the approbation of the Director General and 
Councillors of New Netherland, appointed as Fire Wardens, Hendrick 
llendrickson Kip, Govert Loockerman, and Christian Barents, who are 
hereby authorized to visit all the houses and chimnies within the oity 
jurisdiction, and to perform their duties as Fire Wardens according to the 
custom of our fatherland. Done this 26th day of February, 1656." 

This is one of the first acts of the city authorities after the incorporation 
of New Amsterdam, and is in prosecution of an order to the same effect 
by the Director General and Council, in 164S. Within a year or two, the 
resolution was taken to provide buckets at the public expense, of which 
proceedings the following is the record : 

\ August, IGSi. Coenraet Ten Eyck, Reinhout Reinhoutzen, Arisen 
Van Laer, Pieter Van Haalen, shoemakers, being sent for, appear in the 
Court of Burgomasters and the President stated to them that it was in- 
tended to have a considerable number of fire buckets made, showing them 
with that view two made in this country, and requesting from them an 
estimate of the lowest price they will make them for. 

" Whereupon, Coenraet Ten Eyck is heard and declared his unwilling- 
ness to make a proposition, and Pieter Van Haalen declares there are no 
materials to be had. 

"The Burgomasters thereupon enter into an agreement with Reinhout 
Reinhoutzen and Ariaen Van Laer on the following conditions, 

' ' Reinhoutzen undertakes to make the aforesaid buckets, and to do 
every thing that shall be necessary to them, except cordage, for each of 
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which buckets he shall receive sis guilders, ten stuyvors, half seawant 
(Indian bead-money) half-beavers (beaver skins which passed current.) It 
being well understood that the fourth part of the beavers shall be half 
beavers (beaver skins divided in two parts) and three fourths whole beav- 
ers; and upon such terms a contract is entered into with him to make one 
hundred buckets. 

" On the same conditions Aricn Van Laer agrees to make fifty buckets." 




On the completion of the leathern buckets, a few months afterward, the 
Burgomasters resolved to hang them up in the houses of the following 
persons : 

Numbers 1 to 50 In the City Hall. 

In the tavern of Daniel Litschoe.* 

In Abrabam Verplanck's house in the Smith's 

Valley.t 
At Johannes Van Brugh's house.t 
,. , „„ „^ At the Heer Paulus Leendersen Vandiegrifts.|| 
99 to 110 At the Herr Nioasius D'Lilles' bouse in the Sheep 

Pasture.§ 
]lltol;'.2 At the house of Hear Pieter Wolfersen Van 
Couwenhoven.** 



1 to 
61 to 
63 to 

75 to 
&7 to 



50 
62 
74 

86 
98 



* Present Pearl street, uear "Wall. 

t Present Pearl street, near Fiilton. 

■X Present Hanover square. 

II Broadway, nearly opposite Exchange place. 

I) Present south-east corner of Broad street and Exchaugo place. 

** Present northwest corner of 'Whiteliall and Pearl streets. 
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Nmnbera 1 to 12 At the house of Jan Jansen, Jr. 

" 13 to 24 At the house of Hendrick Hendrioksen Kip.* 
" 25 to 36 At the house of Jacob Baeker.f 

These primitive efforts at an organization for the prevention and extin- 
guishment of fires, were made at a time when this city was but a village 
of less than two thousand inhabitants. 

It will be seen that as respects the system adojAc-d in anticipation of 
alarms of fire, the buckets were distributed through the city at convenient 
places of deposit, which, being made known to the public, they could resort 
to the most convenient depot without loss of time. There were at that time 
DO other public utensUs to assist in eitingnishing fires. But In the actual 




style or Hose Carrlaee of 18So. 



scene of a conflagration, we are of course to fancy the domestic anzUiariea 
furnished in the shape of tubs, pails, blankets, etc. The firemen were not 
organized a= a body, and the active co-operation pf men, women, children 
and slaves, was counted upon in the emergency; the kitchen poured out it? 
sooty domestics, and the parlor, (if there were juch things in those days,) 
ii= worthy master and miatress of the household to join in the labor for 
the common weal. Each property-holder was then his own insurer, and 
the citizen could not then as now look on the conflagration of his houses, 
bams and all his worldly property, with the consoling conviction thai 
somebody beside himself was the loser. 

This latter circumstance occasioned great care that every precaution 
should be taken for the prevention of fires, and the " searchers of cbim- 
nies," as they were called, were kept in a constant state of activity in 

* PresiLt Bridge nrecl, north side, between WhitehaU and Broad streets. 
t Present Broad street, east side, between Stone and South William streets. 



215 

making periodical examinations of the premises througli the town. These 
Worthy officers, TThose duty led them into those parts of the domestic es- 
tablishment, where they were not always welcome, and were sometimes, 
albeit they were men of high personal character, the victims of abuse and 
ridicule. The following minute of a trial before the court of Burgomas- 
ters, exhibits something of the spirit of the times on this subject. 

" 1658. — Complaint is made of Madaleen Diroks, for having presumed 
to insalt the Worshipful Fire-wardens of this city on the public highway, 
and to make a street riot. 

" Defendant Madaleen Dircks appears alone in Court, and admits that 
she and her sister passed by the door of the firewarden Litschoe, and as 
they always joked when the firewardens came to their house, she said there 
is the ehimney sweep in the door, his chimney is well swept, and not 
another word was said about it. 

The judgment of the Court is, that as such things cannot or ought not 
to be tolerated, on account of its bad consequences, the defendant is con- 
demned in a fine of two pounds Flemish, to he applied one half to the church 
and one half to the poor." 

Under this system the city continued during a period of sixty years, with 
some trifling alterations, such as the following ordinance. 

^ ^ Febriiary, 16S7. Whereas great damages have been done by fire in 
this city by reason of the want of instruments to quench the same; Now, 
for the prevention thereof it is ordered that every inhabitant within the 
city, whose dwelling house has two chimnies, shall provide one bucket for 
that use, and every inhabitant whose dwelling house has more than two 
hearths shall provide two buckets. That all brewers shall have six buckets 
and all bakers three." 

After a fire, and the consequent confusion, it was the custom for the 
town crier to give notice of a general exchange of buckets which had got- 
ten into wrong hands. 

Having thus given a general view of the condition of the Fire Police of 
the city up to that period when fire engines were first introduced in New 
York, from England, it will be interesting to trace the history of firo 
engines in the old country. 

The oldest machines used for conveying water through a hose, or through 
pipes, to a fire, are described, by Roman historians, as being leathern 
bags, filled with water, and fastened to long pipes in such a manner that 
by pressing the bags the water would be forced through the pipes to the 
place which was in flames. 

In the year 1657 a traveler was struck with admiration, on seeing, at 
Nuremberg, a fire engine which had been made there by John Hautsch; 
it stood on a sledge ten feet long and four feet wide; the water cistern was 
eight feet in length, four in height and two in width. It was moved by 
twenty-eight men, and forced a stream of water an inch in diameter to 
the height of eighty feet, consequently over the houses. The machine 
was drawn by two horses. Hautsch distributed, through Germany, an 
engraving of it, with an offer of constructing similar ones at a moderate 
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price, and .^iobir;? the Ti^ of tliem- But, at Tni^ period, to* en^n^ wer^ 
nil! very im^erfeet; they bad neither an air 'ibr.rr.r.er or 'oo'ik'rit^, and te- 
qaired a ^reat r,i&.r.v tc^^ri t/> vro.-k tL-irr.. T.-';;.' con«iet*d r&^r^iT of a 
- j.';k!r-g^ pump and a for';!:.;^ piicp. unli^d- wbic:* proj'i'ited f/af: wif.^r '^..'■r' 
in spirt*, and -;7ir_h continual int^rmption. r^aVfi mafihin^i^, or; ^^ach mftre- 
mei.': of the i'i'^f;!-. ozp-enenc^l a srt/yppage, durir.g which no wat«T was 
thrown out, and ta^ pipe ''-^"■^r.-: fixed, it couli not -v^nv^y water t!> :^!:r.'.'^ 
r.i<:^=!. ?:..-.riG j?i: ',' ''y. ili reaeh aGr'i at no ifr^,*: distance •^h'^^r'i '..O'ir^ were 
do^or- aLi wini.^- to afford it a pi-'i^';: at t^'i same time the Tro^/ir-otir 
■v'nr^ ^zpo-'i'j to din;L^*7 frorfi th'?: f^xllinv of '-he houae on fire. 




^.trl£ «f £neiK£ B«fe4l In 1-43. 



In H.F;g]arj7. a^. r,h^ oloz^ of th-i sixteenth 'i'ir.'.oTy. ":■'>:! s^nirU -^^t-, Ir. 
J.I*: fv.- *:z';r,^!:l',r-g t.-^:':. Th.'rj -^-^.-^ coade of brass, of I'le ^rzj.zr-rr.j of 
from two r.o four 'i'l^i'*--. A -yr;--^'; c^apahl^j: of 'i'.^^hz-'^r^ two onarta of 
water ^':i^ ico^*. f^^o ar.i a hjilf f>er. !'.':r i.r.d or.e s.r.i a half ir.'iii'i^ in 
•^las^'.-T-. 'L-it of tLe r.ozzle h^.rr^ half a, Ij^el*- Lr^ry '7-' r-^^ ro-'/^^-'id 
"r..-^^ rr.rir. r.o work it: or.e ccir. on ^ch ivle, '^r^n.^A two of '.h^ fcar.die^ o"' 
the ir.-r.raicert i^i-li one hand and the nozzle w;t;i the other, -ahHe a third 
Klin -TTorked the p;*t:on. or y.::-^-^.- .S-eTeral of tr.e«e ir^r-: r/,er*.- are ^tH'. 
p.--;=-=:-r^^i in ?.OLi^ of T,he Li::;^-^-;:^^ at Lond'-.n, 

rie":^-h-s.r/i\= engine "^-s.? patented :n ilng;;^" ,. in the eariy part of the !a»: 
'^'^ntirj. iniconrin^^d In xi=e in that 'i-^^r.Ty nntil the j^i-: 18^ -^ her. 
the ir.-":;--- -je oSce^ in Lor,'I',n ba":"n'^ ':'.:n'".i.\;'i in fonBiD^ a ger.er^i fi'» 
engine e=tioiiihm-rnt, a-'^iOTited ot ircp'-'jTe'J form of er^-Crr. 

^^^''iazL'i engine consisted, easeiitiaiij, of a ?.troT.i' t^z rrt-'Arr.. sbo~t 
t::7ee tioie? a^ i .r.g a.? it wa? hroid. moitnted npon foiir ^^-heei'^ The pamp 
ir-d 'i.'.T Te^el ^'.:> in-jio-e-'J i'. a «a35, '.'orn the top/.f ^ril'ih ii-taed tbejet- 
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pipe. The auction pipe was of strong leather, with a spiral piece of leather 
running throughout its length, to prevent it from, collapsing as soon aa the 
air within it became rarified by the first working of tho pump. One ex- 
tremity of this pipe was secured to a nozzle at the lower end of the cistern, 
the other extremity being furnished with a strainer immersed in the water. 
In cases where the suction pipe could not be used, water was poured, by 
means of buckets, into a wooden trough, furnished with a strainer, from 
whence it passed into the cistern. A three-way cock, situated beneath the 
hinder trough, was turned according as the water was drawn through the 
suction pipe or was poured in by hand. The piston rods were connected by 
chains with a double sector. There were two chains to each piston, one pass- 
ing from the top of the sector to the lower end of the piston rod; the other 
from the top of the piston rod to the botton of the sector. The chains 
were riveted to the sector, and attached to the piston rod by screw cuts. 
Long handles, connected with the sectors, could he worked on each side; 
with such an engine the water could be thrown, in a continuous jet, to the 
height of sixty or seventy feet, and with such a velocity as to break win- 
dows. The engine was successful on its first introduction. Its reputation 
found its way to New York, and the city authorities, in the year 1731, re- 
solved to import two of these machines from London. From this period 
may be dated the origin of the b'ire Department of this city, as at present 
organized. 

The following extracts exhibit the proceedings .of the city authorities on 
the first organization of an enrolled Fire Department. 

" 3{atj 6, 1731. Resolved, That this Corporation do, with all convenient 
speed, procure two complete fire engines, with suction and materials there- 
unto belonging, for the public service. That the sizes thereof be of the 
fourth and sixth sizes of Mr. Newsham's fire engines, and that Mr. Mayor, 
Alderman Crugor, Alderman Rutgers and Alderman Roosevelt, or any 
three of them, be a committee to agree with some proper merchant or mer- 
chants to send to London for the same by the first eonvenienoy, and report 
upon what terms the said fire engines, &c., will be delivered to this 
Corporation." 

" June 12, 1731. The Committee appointed to procure two fire engines 
for tho use of this Corporation, do report that they have proposed to 
Messrs. Stephen Delancey and John Moore, merchants, to send for two 
fire engines to London, by the ship Beaver, of Jlr. Newsham's new inven- 
tion, of the fourth and sixth sizes, with suctions, leathern pipes and caps, 
and other materials thereunto belonging; and that the said Mr. Delancey 
and jMr. Moore will undertake to purchase and procure the same, and de- 
liver them to this Corporation on the return of the said ship Beaver to this 
Port, at the rate of one hundred and twenty per cent, advance on the foot 
of the invoice (exclusive of commissions and insurance) and that the 
money be paid for the same within nine months after the delivery thereof. 
Which report is approved, and ordered the said Committee agree with tho 
said Mr. Delancey and Mr. Moore for the said fire engines accordingly." 

••December 1,1731. Ordered that Alderman Van Gelder and Alder- 
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man Roosevelt be a Committee to employ workmen to fit up a convenient 
room in the City Hall of this city, for securing the fire engines of this 
Corporation, with expedition." " And further ordered, ihat the said fire 
engines be cleaned and the leathers oiled and put into boxes that the same 
may be fit for immediate use." 

" ^pril 15, 1736. Ordered that a convenient house be made, contiguous 
to the Watch-house in the Broad street, for securing and well keeping the 
fir© engines of this city." 




);tjlc of linglne built In 18CS. 



" The Committee appointed 24th January, 1735, for agreeing with an 
overseer of the fire engines, &c., have m.ade their report in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: In obedience thereto we have agreed with Jacobus Turk, 
gunsmith, to take care of the fire engines from the 1st day of May, 1736, 
for one whole year to keep them clean and in good repair, upon his own 
cost, for the snm of ten pounds per annum, ■ except some of the material 
should give way, which should be upon the cost of the Corporation.' 

" Which report is agreed to, and further ordered that the sum of Ten 
pounds be advanced to said Jacobus Turk to enable him to go on with 
finishing a small fire engine he is making for an experiment." 

October 19, 1737.— Oidercrf, That the legislature be petitioned that leave 
be granted the Corporation to appoint four and twenty able-bodied men, 
inhabitants, within this city, (who shall be called the firemen of this city,) 
to work and play the fire engines within the same, upon all occasions and 
emergencies, when they shall be thereunto required by the overseer of the 
said engines or the magistrates of the said city ; and that the said firemen, 
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as a recompense and reward for said service, be excused and exempted 
from being elected and serving in the ofBoe of a constable, or being enlisted, 
or doing any duty in the militia regiment, troop or companies in the said 
city, while acting as such firemen." 

A LAW FOR EEOULATING AND DECLARINa THE Dt'TY OF FIREMEN IN TI-IE 
CITY OF NEW YORK. 

September 19, 1738. — Whereas, By an act of the General Assembly of 
this colony, made in the eleventh year of bis present majesty's reign, en- 
titled " an act for the better extinguishment of fires that may happen in 
the city of New York," among other things it is thereby enacted, that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the said city, to make rules for the government of persons nominated as 
firemen, and to impose fines upon them forneglect of duty. Therefore, be 
it ordained : 

First, — That when fires, happen within thi.' city, the firemen, upon first 
notice thereof, shall repair to the engines and draw them to the fire, and 
there, under direction of the magistrates or the engineer or overseer of the 
engines, ^' shall, with their utmost diligence, manage, -work and play the 
saidjire engines, and all other tools and instruments, at such fire, with all 
their power, strength, skill and understanding," and when the fire is out 
shall draw the engine back . 

Second' — Any fireman, absent from a fire, without reasonable excuse, to 
be fined twelve shillings. 

Third Once in each month the firemen are to exercise the engines, and 

wash and cleanse them. 

Fourth. — Any person taking upon himself the office of fireman and ne- 
glecting his duty, to be removed from ofiice. 

Fifth. — The firemen shall be exempt from serving as constable, surveyor 
of highways, juror, or on inquests, or serving in the militia or any of the 
independent companies. 

Sixth The fines upon the firemen to be disposed of, one-half to the in- 
former, the other half to the city. 

The names of the firemen first appointed .are as follows: — John Tiebout, 
block-maker; Hercules AVendover, blacksmith; Jacobus Delamontagine, 
block-maker ; Thomas Brown, cutler ; Abraham Van Gelder, gunsmith ; 
Jacobus Stoutenburgh, gunsmith; Wm. Koome, Jr., carpenter ; Walter 
Hyer, Sr., bricklayer ; Johannes Alstein, blacksmith; Everet PelU, Jr., 
repe-maker ; Peter Lott, carman ; Peter Brower, bricklayer ; Albertus 
Tiebout, carpenter ; John Vredenberg, carpenter , John Dunscomb, cooper; 
Johannes Roome, carpenter ; Peter Marschalck, baker ; Petrus Kip, baker; 
Andrew Myer, Jr., cordwainer ; Roht. Richardson, cooper; Rymer Broger, 
blacksmith; Barnet Bush, cooper; David Van Gelder, blacksmith; Johannes 
Van Duersen, cordwainer; Martinus Bogert, carman; Johannes Vrcden- 
bergh, cordwainer; Johannes Van Sys, carpenter; Adolph Brase. cordwainer, 
and John Man, cooper, " all strong, able, discreet, honest and szber men." 
(The concluding portion of the above will bo given in the next issue.) 
23 
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CHRONOLOGICAL SKETCH 

OF TUE 

PEOGHESS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 

TIL THE CLOSE OF THE EEVOLTTTIONAET WAE. 

1609. (Sept. 6.) A crew of fire men, from Hudson's vessel, (then anchored 
■within Sandy Hook,) passed through the Narrows in a small boat, and 
discovered Manhattan Island. 

1611. A vessel dispatched by Amsterdam merchants, to Manhattan 
Island, to establish a trading depot. 

1613. The trading post on this island consisted of four houses, Hendrick 
Corstraeusen being the chief of the traders. 

1614. The first vessel built on this Island, to supply the place of an Euro- 
pean yacht which was burnt. 

A fort erected on the south extremity of the island. 

1621. The Dutch vVest India Company chartered. 

1624. Peter Miniut an'ived at this island as director. 

1C2C. The island of Manhattan estimated then to contain 22,000 acres, 

purchased from the Indians for $24 . 
1629. Charter of privileges to the colonists, granted. 

1632. Director Minint returned to Holland. 
WouterVan Twiller an-ived as Director. 

1633. The privilege of" staple right" granted to New Amsterdam, where- 
by all vessels trading along the coast, were obliged to unload at this 
port, or pay certain fixed duties in lieu thereof. 

The first schoolmaster (Adam Roelantsen,) amved in the town. 

The first church erected of wood, in the present Bridge street; the 

domine or pastor being the Rev. Everardus Bogardus. 
1635. The fort finished at an e-tpense of $1,688. 

The fu-3t English settlers domiciled in New Amsterdam . 

]638. Willem Kieft succeeded Van Twiller as Director. 

1641. Cattle fairs established in New Amsterdani, two in each year. The 
first war between the Dutch and Indians commenced. 

1642. A stone tavern built in New Amsterdam, at the head of present 
Coenties slip. 

A new stone church commenced within the walls of the fort, esti- 
mated to cost $1,000. 

The first city lots granted to individuals, before that all were 

'• squatters." 
643. TliD siibarbs of New Amsterdam, devastated by the Indians. 

The houses in the city at this period were mostly one story cabins, 

with roofs of straw and chimneys of wood. 
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1647. Peter Stuyvesant, succeeds Kieft as Director General. 

An excise imposed on liquors retailed in the city. 

Fence viewers appointed to regulate the puhlio streets, and hog-pens 

and ** little houses " ordered to be removed from n.long the hic^hwajs. 

164S. Every Monday declared a market day. 

A wooden wharf completed on the East river, on the present line of 

Moore street, being a continuation of the first wharf constructed in 
the city. 

1649. An order first established for the regulation of weights and mea- 
sures. 

1650- The first lawyer, (Oirk Van Schellyne,) commenced practice in this 
city. 

1652. A municipal form of government granted to the city. 

1653. Palisades erected along the outskirts of the town (along Wall street,) 
in apprehension of invasion by the English, 

A City Hall first established, the city tavern at the head of present 

Coenties slip having been granted to the city for that purpose. 
(Feb.) The first magistrates, (burgomasters and schepcns) appointed. 

1655. The city invaded by a band of savages, who were repulsed with loss. 

1656. The city first surveyed, a.nd the streets, (17 in number,) laid down 
on a map. 

A market place for stand of country wagons established on the 

"strand," at present foot of Whitehall street. 

A census of the city taken, which exhibited 120 houses, and 1,000 

inhabitants, 
The shore of the city, along the East river, defended from the tides 

by a wall of planks stuck into the soil, and filled in behind . 
The first houses built in Wall street, 

1657. The " chest " being empty, the town drummer's salary could not be 
paid. 

p. C. Vandervin built the finest house in town, in Peaj-1 street, near 

the Battery. 

The ditch through Broad street, sided up with boards. 

First Treasurer of the city appointed, (Van Cortland . ) 

Average price of the best city lots, $50. 

165S. Men and women not allowed to live together until legally married. 
(It being the custom to " bundle " after publication of bans.) 

Several of the streets paved with stone, being the first streets paved 

in this city. 

A " rattle watch " organized, of eight men. 

Rent of an average good house, $14 per annum. 

A market house for sale of meat, erected on present site of Bowling 

Green, being the first market house in the city. 

Many large lots on the best streets being unimproved are taxed un- 
til built upon . 

All thatched roofs and wooden chimneys ordered to be removed. 
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1658. Fire buckets and hooks and ladders first furnished for the town. 
Jacob Van Corlaer opened a private school, but was interdicted by 

the authorities. 

Slaves only to be whipped upon application to the Burgomasters. 

A stated price fixed on all unappropriated lots, (before given away 

on condition to build.) 

A Tvater mill constructed at Deutel Bay (Turtle Bay.) 

The first public well dug in Broadway. 

1659. Hendrick Van Bommel appointed town crier. 

A Latin school established in the city. Carohis Curtius (Charles 

Curt) first Rector; salary, 500 guilders and perquisites. 

The ditch through Broad street lined with plank. 

Bricks and tiles imported from Holland. 

A foreign trade first allowed to merchants of this city. 

Carel Beauvais opens a school. 

A day of prayer set apart in New Amsterdam on account of the pro- 
gress of Quaker doctrines. 

Expedition against the Esopus Indians set out from the city. 

Harmanus Van Iloboocha town schoolmaster. 

1660. The wharf (only one) on site of present Moore street extended four 
rods. 

Made the duty of the Sheriff to go around the city in the night; but 

he complains that the dogs attack him; also, that pieople occasion 
frights by halloing " Indian" in the nights; also, that the boys cat 
" Koeckies." 

1661. Governor Winthrop, of Massachusetts colony, visited New Amster 
dam. 

1661. The city taken by the English and the name changed to New York 
Col. Richard Nichols, Governor of the Province. 

The name of Fort Amsterdam changed to Fort James. 

Population of the city, 1500. 

1665. Manhattan Island incorporated under the government of a Mayor, 
Aldermen and Sheriff. 

Jury trials first established in this city. 

(June 19.) A riot occurred between English soldiers and the inhab- 
itants. 

The city records kept in both Dutch and English. 

1668. Col. Francis Lovelace succeeded Nichols as governor. 

1669. The Duke of York sends the Mayor and Aldermen civic gowns, a 
silver mace and a city seal. 

1673. The city retaken by the Dutch, and the old order of municipal gov- 
ernment re-established. Anthony Colve, Governor. 

1674. The city contained 322 houses. 

The city and province ceded to England by the Dutch, and the 

name of New York finally restored. Sir Edmund Andros, Governor- 
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1S76. Vacant lots and decayed buildings ordered to be valued and disposed 
of to those willing to build. 

Persons permitted to cut wood on any part of this island at the dis- 
tance of a mile from a habitation. 

Two stud horses ordered to be let loose on the commons, for the in- 
crease of the animals. 

The slaughter-houses to be erected over the water at the present 

foot of Wall street. 

The tan pits in Broad street filled up. 

The open ditch in Broad street converted into a sewer. 

1677. The new dock (for many years the only one in the city) in course of 
construction . 

The number of licensed taverns, fourteen. 

Seven public wells first erected in the streets of the city — "for the 

publique good of the cytie." 

1678. An Admiralty Court established 

An act passed giving to the inhabitants of the city the exclusive 

right to export flour and bread out of this province, 

The shipping belonging to the city was three ships and fifteen smaller 

vessels (sloops and barques . ) 

I6ts2. Population about 2,000 whites, besides negroes and slaves; number 
of houses 207, besides barns and sheds. 

1683. Col. Thomas Dongan, Governor. 

Dongan's charter granted. 

First police regulations established under authority given the new 

charter . 

' City divided into six wards. 

1684. No swine permitted to run in streets. 

The shipping belonging to this port consisted of three ships, three 

barques, twenty-three sloops and forty-six small boats. 

The sole privilege given to this city for pacliing flour and making 

bread for exportation . 

Aldermen and Common Councilmen first chosen by the people. 

1685. The city takes upon itself the support of public paupers, and in the 
first place, Top Knot Betty to have 3s. per week, and Scarbank to 
have a new suit. 

Assessors' valuation of property, X75,694. 

A public chimney sweeper appointed to go through the streets " with 

such noise or cry" as should discover him to the inhabitants. 

1686. " Dongan's charter" granted to the city. 

Seal of the city, with the inscription " Sigillum Novi Eboraci," 

presented. 

16S7. The present Water street laid out in the East river, from White- 
hall to Old slip. 
168S. Wall street laid out thirty-six feet wide . 
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1691. Leisler banged. Col. Slaughter, Governor. The latter died sud- 
denly the same year, and was succeeded by Major Richard Ingoldsby. 

Water street projected from Old slip to present Fulton street. 

One butcher's shamble established on the site of the present Bowling 

Green, where only meat was to be sold. 

A second meat market established "under the trees by the slip," 

(Hanover square.) 

A ducking stool (for punishment of criminals) erected on the wharf 

ia front of the City Hall . 

Whai"f erected on Pearl street, from Coenties slip to Broad street. 

All " poysonous and stinking weeds before every one's door" to bo 

plucked up. 

1692. The present Pine, Cedar and adjoining streets laid out through the 
old IJamen farm . 

■ (August.) Col. Benjamin Fletcher arrives as Governor. 

1693. A new line of fortifications erected across the island. 

A bell-man (or town crier) appointed and furnished with a livery 

dress. 

The first filling in of the present Battery. 

■ The first printing press established in this city by William Bradford. 

" A platform upon the outmost point of rocks under the fort" desig- 
nated as a place for a battery, there being at the time actual war ex- 
isting with the French. 

A bridge built by the city at '* Spikendevil." 

1694. Queen street, (now Pearl street,) and formerly the Smith's valley, 
so named. 

1695. A bridge over the Fresh Water made at cost of JEl 16s. Od. 

The streets cleaned by contract, at £30 per annum. 

1696. (July.) Capt. Kldd arrived iu New York to recruit for his expedi- 
tion (in which he turned pirate.) 

Petition for a cartway on the present line of Nassau street. 

Jlaideu lane regulated. 

■ The first Trinity Church erected; also, the first Dutch Chm'ch, in 

Garden street. 
Burgers Path, (Hanover square,) " made convenient for carts to go to 

the water side . " 
Erection of Dutch Reformed Church in Garden street, and Trinity 

Church, commenced. 

A sewer constructed in Broad street. 

^— Population of the city about 6,000 souls. 

Coenties slip constructed by Jacobus Van Cortland . 

1697. The first regular night watch established, consisting of foiu- men. 
Lamps first hung out from every seventh house, upon a pole, extend- 
ing from the window. 

1698. (April,) Earl Bellamont aixived as Governor. 
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1699. The old palisades, in Wall street, demolished. 

City Hall, (in Wall street,) erected ; old one disposed of lor jG920. 

A brick market-house erected at the foot of Broad street. 

A market-house erected at Coenties slip. 

Leister's remains dug up from under the gallows, and interred with 

public demonstrations, in Garden street Church-yard. 
An hospital for the sick poor first established in this city, (a house 

hired for the purpose . ) 

■ Public scavengers first employed to clean the streets. 

King street, (now William street,) filled up and regulated. Contract 

for filling iE60 and a silrer cup of £5. 
A new City Hall erected in Wall street, on the present site of the 

Custom-house. The old City Hall sold for ,£920. 

1700. City watch increased to a constable and twelve men, citizens, to 
serre by turns . 

1701. Earl of Bellamont died iu this city, and was buried under the chapel 
in the fort . 

A market-house erei;ted ai the present Old slip, then Burgers path, 

1702. A free grammar school first established in this city, (Andrew Clarke 
appointed schoolmaster in 1705.) 

Great pestilence in the city. 

(iVIay,) Lord Cornsbury an'ived as Governor. 

1703. Trinity Church-yard granted to the church by the city. 
Population of the city, 5,250- 

A cage piUory and stocks, for exposure of criminals, erected iu front 

of the City Hall, at Coenties slip. 

1704. French Church, in Pine street, erected. 

Beekman Swamp leased by the city to Kip Van Dam, for twonty-ouo 

years, at 20s. per annum. 
1707. Lots on the East river, between the present Pearl and Water streets, 

from Old slip to John street, ordered to be filled up. 

Broadway paved from Trinity Church to the Bowling Green. 

1708. — Inhabitants of Broadway allowed to plant trees before their bouses. 
Lord Lovelace arrives as Governor, 

1709. The posts set for tying horses before the houses through the city, 
ordered to be removed. 

jMarket-house built, foot of Wall street. 

1710. Lutheran church erected, corner of Broadway and l!.ector street. 
Colonel Hunter arrived as Governor. 

1711. A purchase made of eighteen rush bottom chairs and an oval table, 
for the use of the Common Council. 

Ordered that negro slaves, for hire, staud in rank iu the market house, 

foot of Wall street. 
The upper end of Broad street declared to be a public market place. 

1712. Broadway, between JVIaiden lane and the present Park, leveled. 
— First negro plot in New York, in which a house was burnt, and several 

whites were killed ; nineteen negroes were executed . 
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1713. City illuminated ia commemoration of declaration of peace between 
France and England. 

1714. The erection of a poor-house proposed. 
City watch increased to six men. 

First application for authority to raise a yearly tax, (jE150,) for sup- 
port of the city, (not granted.) 

1716. A public clock, with four dials, first put up in this city, (in the City 
Hall,) presented by Stephen Delancey. 

1713. The first rope-walk erected in this city, (along the present Broad- 
way, between Barclay street and Park place.) 

1719. Presbyterian Church, in Wall street, erected. 

1720. William Burnet, Governor. 

1721. Magazine built on the island, in Fresh Water Pond. 

1725. The first newspaper, (the New York Gazette,) published in this city 

by AVilliam Bradford. 

A gallows erected on the Commons^ (present Park.) 

172S. John Montgomerie, Governor. 

Jews' burial-ground established near Chatham scjuare. 

. Powder-house built on island, in Fresh Water Pond. 

1729 Dutch ("hurch in Nassau street, erected. 

Greenwich and Washington streets, above the Battery, first proposed, 

along the lines of high and low water-mark. 

1730. Stages to Philadelphia, once a fortnight, in the winter months. 
Montgomerie's Charter granted to the city. 

Measles and small pox prevalent in the city. 

1731. Governor Montgomerie died in this city. 

Kip Van Dam, Lieutenant-Governor. 

(August,) Small pox prevailed in the city. 

A watch-house built in Broad street, near Wall street. 

A library of 1,622 volumes bequeathed by Rev. Doctor Wellington 

of England, presented to the city, and opened as the first public 
library. 

Two fire engines first procured in this city, and a Fire Department of 

twenty-four members established. 

City divided into seven wards. 

New piers erected and extended into the East river, at foot of White- 
hall and Broad streets. 
1732. Market-house erected at foot of Fulton street, North river, for ac- 
commodation of people from Jersey. 

William Corby, Governor. 

Lord Augustus Fitzroy, son of the Duke of Grafton, arrived in the 

city, and privately married the Governor's daughter. 
1734. A work-house, 46 feet long, 24 feet wide, and two stories high, erected 
in the present Park. 

Beekman's Swamp, sold by city for £100. 

— — Zenger's Weekly Journal published. 
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1734. Cortlandt street laid out, and ceded to tlie city. 

1735. City watcli increased to ten men and two constables. 

Tlie first stone of the new battery on Whitehall roelis, was laid by 

the Governor. 

1736. Governor Corby died in this city. 

George Clarke, Lieutenant-governor. 

Water street named. 

1737. Proprietors from the widow Lowriers (Fulton street, lu the hollow 
on the other side of Jlr. Peck's, (Peck slip,) a distance of 400 feet, 
permitted to make present Water street. 

Trinity church rebuilt. 

17ii9. Market house erected in the middle of Broadway, opposite Liberty 
street, 42 feet in length and 25 in breadth. 

William Sharpas died, having been the city clerk forty-seven years. 

Trinity chureh-yard enlarged, and Rector street left open as a public 

street. 

1740-1. Winter of, called " the Hard Winter," continuing from the mid- 
dle of November to the latter end of March. Snow si.x feet on a level. 
The Hudson frozen at A^ew York. 

1741. The negro plot; several houses set on lire; many negroes and several 
whites executed. 

French church in Pine street rebuilt. 

1742. A malignant epidemic prevailed in this city; out of a population of 
about 8,000, 217 died. 

1743. George Clinton, Governor. 

The newspajjer called the "Postboy," ijublished by James Parker. 

1740, The College, (now Columbia) first proposed. 
174S. Presbyterian Church in Wall street rebuilt. 

1749. Beekman and contiguous streets regulated. 

Ferry street ceded to city. 

Dey street regulated and paved 

1750. Beekman street laid out and paved - 
Thames street paved. 

Pearl street dug down near Peck slip. 

Pearl street regulated, from Franklin square to Chatham street. 

John street regulated and paved. 

1751. The Moravian chapel built in Fulton street. 

1752. William Bradford, the first printer in New Yorlt, died, aged 94. 

The first Merchants' Exchange erected at foot of Broad street. 

St. George's Chapel, in Beekman street, erected. 

(January.) The East river frozen over, so that a double-horse sleigh 

passed over to Long Island. Vessels frozen up in the cove at Sandy 
Hook. 

Water street paved. 

1753. Sir Danvers Osborn, Governor, committed suicide in this city 

within a, short time after his arrival. 
23* 
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1753. James Delancey, Lieutenant-governor. 

1731. The " Walton House," (Pearl street) for some years the finest pri- 
vate mansion in the city, erected by Wm. Walton, a merchant. 

The first hooks for the new city library arrived from England. 

1755 Ferry established to Staten Island. 

The galloiys removed to near Collect Pond. 

Preparations to meet the expected invasion by the French. 

Peck slip constructed and paved. 

Sir Charles Hardy, Governor. 

1,000 stand of arms furnished to supply all the citizens, in case of 

invasion by the French. 
175C. Lottery established in aid of the proposed college. 

(Aug. 25.) The first stone of the college laid by the Governor. 

1757. James Delancey, Lieutenant-governor. 

1757. (Slay.) Troops embark from this city, destined against Canada. 

17fi0. A public clock presented by John Watts, for the Exchange. 

Dey street regulated. 

Cadwallader Golden, Lieutenant-governor. 

1761. The Narrows frozen over. 

Fulton street, (then Partition street,) regulated and paved. 

Frankfort street regulated. 

1762. Robert Monckton, Governor. 

Public lamps and lamp-posts first erected, and lamps lighted at public 

expense. 

1763. Park ijlace, (then Robinson street,) regulated. 
Cliff street regulated. 

Powles Hook (Jersey City) ferry established. 

Church street regulated. 

Law passed to prevent hunting on the grounds near New York by 

others than the owners. 

Cadwallader Golden, Lieutenant-governor. 

]7o-l. IMethodist church erected in John street. 
Coal began to be thought of in America. 

(June 13.) Sandy Hook light-house lighted for the first time. 

A riot in New York by British soldiers. 

A butcher disfranchised for saying be would sell beef at 45d. per lb., 

" in spite of all the wiseheads." 
1765. A general ordinance that all roofs in the city must be covered with 

slate or tiles. 
Henry Moore, Governor. 

(October 31.) Jlerchants resolved not to import goods from England. 

Same day, a public demonstration in opposition to the stamps. 
The next day a riot, and the Governor's carriage and e&gy burnt in 
the Bowling Green. 

(Nov. 5.) The stamps delivered by the Governor to the Mayor. The 

city tranquilized. 
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176(j. The flist liberty-pole erected in this citj', in the present Park, thou 

fields. 

(Aug. 10.) The liberty-polo cut down by soldiers. 

Another liberty-pole erected. 

News of the repeal of the stamp act arrived in the oily. 

1767 (March.) The second liberty-pole cut down by soldiers. 

(ilarch 19.) A third liberty pole erected. 

1763. The Brick Church, (Boekman street.) opened for religious serviues. 

iioosevelt street, regulated. 

Murray street, regulated. 

Vandewater street, regulated. 

1769. Robert Murray of New York, reputed "to own more tons of, and 

and value in shipping, than any house in America." 
The use of the Exchange in Broad street granted to the Chamber of 

Commerce . 

Proadway, opposite the Park, proposed to be regulated. 

Cadwallader Golden, Lieuteuant-governor. 

1770. Common Council resolved to sit with oiieu doors. 
Statue of George III., erected on Bowling Green. 

Statue of Earl of Chatham erected in Wall street, opposite at junc- 
tion of Williaiu street. 

John, Earl of Diinmore, Governor. 

(Jan. 17.) The third libertypole cut down by soldiers. 

The fourth liberty-pole erected on private property, the Corporation 

haying refused permission. 

1771. Oswego market, in Broadway, indicted as a nuisance. 
William Tryon, Governor. 

Population of the city 21,163. 

1772. Oswego market, in Centre and Broadway, opposite present Liberty 
street removed, and street paved. 

1773. The streets In vicinity of the College, proposed to be regulated. 
Lots on corner of Nassau and Pine streets valued at £150 each. 

(Sept.) The first stone of New York Hospital laid by Governor 

Tryon . 

(29th Dec.) Governor Tryon's house, in the fort, burned down; a 

servant burned to death . 

1774. Sixteen lamplighters employed by the city. 
Hoboken ferry established. 

Chatham street, so named. 

1775. (Aug.) The frigate Asia, fired on the town. 

1776. (April.) The New York Liberty Boys seized a vessel, loaded with 
lumber for the British army in Boston. 

(April 14.) Washington arrived in this city from Boston, after expell- 
ing the British from that town. 

The American army in the city numbered 10,235 men. 

.^ (Aug. 22.) The British army destined to attack New York, lauded at 

Gravesend. 
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1776. (Aug. 27.) The battle of Long Island, resulting in the defeat of the 
Americans. 

(Aug.) The churches and public buildings in IS'ew York turned, into 

prisons, for confining Americans taken in battle. 

(Sept. 13.) Four British men-of-war passed through Buttermilk 

channel, and anchored opposite the present Dry Dock. 

(Sept. 15.) The British landed at Ivipp's Bay. The American army 

retreated to Harlem. 

(5-ept. 21.) xl great fire in iN'ew York, destroying four hundred and 

ninety-three houses, including Trinity church. 

The fourth liberty pole cut-doira by Captain CunniDgham. 

(,Xov.) Battle between America.ns and British, at Fort Washington; 

the Americans defeated. Washington retreated from this island. 

1777. Duel at Hull's tavern (site of late City Hotel,) between two British 
oflBcer?, recently arrived: Captain Tellemach killed. Colonel Penning- 
ton wounded; fought with swords. 

(Sept.) A British expedition set out from Xew York, under General 

\ aiighan, to relieve Burgoyne- 

1775, (Aug. 7.) :^econd great fii-e in New York; consumed 300 houses. 

1779-80. This winter was very severe; a beaten track for sleighs and 
wagons across the Hudson; horsemen crossed as late as the 37th of 
March. SO sleighs with provisions, and a large body of troops, crossed 
the ice to Staten Island. 

17S6, (Sept.) Andre set out from the city, to negotiate with Arnold the 
sacrifice of West Point. 

17S3, (_\ov. 25.) Xew York evacuated by the British, and General Wash- 
ington entered the city. 

(Dec. 4.) Washington departed for IMount Vernon. 

1786. Population of New Y'ork 23,f)14. 
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THE PUBLIC LIBIUKIES OF NEW YORK. 



MV R. G. HORTO.\. 

Pxobably no inatitutions iu this city are so justly a. matter of piide to its 
citizens as its public libraries. They mark the increasing attention given 
to scientific and literary pursuits, and their support and encouragement 
afford a fair criterion whereby to judge of the intelligence of the people 
among whom they are founded. To be sure, we cannot boast of any such 
gigantic collections of books as do many cities of Europe, nor are our 
library-rooms fitted up in such a style of magnificence as those of the an- 
cients are represented to have been, the floors of which are said to have been 
paved with marble, their walls covered with glass and ivory, and their 
shelves and desks composed of ebony and cedar, though it may be justly 
claimed that we are closely approximating this sumptuous degree of ele- 
gance in some of the library edifices recently erected in our city. When 
we consider, however, that modern libraries have all sprang up in the space 
of less than four hundred years, and also remember the stern battles our 
forefathers were compelled to fight to wring from an uncultivated soil a 
scanty subsistence, we are surprised that we have-developed that degree of 
literary taste, of which so many library institutions furnish a convincing 
proof. 

In the beginning of the fourteenth century, the library of Louis IX. con- 
tained only four classical authors ; and that of Oxford, in England, in 
1300, consisted of a few tracts, kept in a chest. In 1316, an old abbot died 
in Germany, who had amassed about two thousand manuscripts, a literary 
treasure which excited such general attention, that princes and eminent 
men of that day traveled very far to visit it. But the multiplication of 
books by the art of printing worked a wonderful change in respect to the 
extent of all libraries, both public and private. The Paris National 
Library is said to contain 824,000 volumes; Munich Royal, 600,000; St. 
Potersburgb Imperial, 446,000; Copenhagen Royal, 412,000; Gottengen 
University, 360,000; Berlin Royal, 500,000 ; and the London British Mu- 
seum, 490,000. From a calculation made by an English author, we learn, 
that computing the books in the various libraries of the minor states of 
Germany, there are 430 books to every one hundred of the population ; in 
Denmark, 412 ; in Prussia, 200 ; in Hungary, 167 ; in Russia, 75 ; in Cheat 
Britain, from 63 to 53. The very small position which England holds, and 
even which the United States would undoubtedly hold in comparison to 
the continental states, in respect to the extent of their public libraries, may 
appear, at first glance, improbable. But in England, as well as in this 
country, books are doubtless more generally distributed among the popu- 



lation, while on the Coniixent they are :::i:rr n^unlly c-GE^n-jd to tj_e Ilbra- 
rits. Eat ■:L-i':-a:iir-: ■.■! 'he public librari^i of Euxcpr d.^ierres piinieLiIar 
r'-'J'j'j a:,I comL::.j:-'ij.:l'. i- ; tLej are nearlv all free, in France there sre 
ICT. In Pari? alone there are T, in \ leniiii 3. :i^ Floreni-i 6. bnc in L-in i r_, 
up to IS-JJ, there were non:-. ::f;n:-^ ihac tin-e eifirti bare been made to 
-;CJ.bIi::a soi^r. ani. we believe, hive snec-eeiei : the Z-Iirylefcone a.nl 
Fin^uu-y be:::^- the mor: promlQen: OLe^- Iri, 15-;5 a free library wLi 
oi-ceJ Li Ee-lcon. One wa= als:. op'tced in LiTercojI, on the 1^:1- of Oc- 
tober. 1*32. \Tiih. 13. 4,56 volTimei to commence with The other free libro- 
r.e; ir. En^u^d are a"; J'latohesier — 'Z'-izz^zi.'i Library, foui-ded nearly 
three fcarLdi-ed yc-iri ago, and tlie Free Library. erraVjlished in 1551 . 

If we are a^kod to point Vj our free Ubnir:e= we can. with pride, refer u 
*bat inuaif.cei:': niot-Liia'int of private iLberalit^r. the A:t:r L.:brarT, or. if 
more is a=rk:e-i, we rnay. ^vhh equal satiiiacrion. call attentii^n to the ll.T-)~ 
Fablic ."^eheol Litririe; of our State, containing, in the aggregate, ac-c-ord- 
ing to the la^t re-r^ort of the 5urerin:ei:derLt of Public In~tru::ior:, ro leii 
then l,5;o.3T; volume:. iNochicg lite this ha= ye^ been atieairted in iry 
■i-ountry, if we exo-ept the e£brt mde to e^tiblish librarie? f:r teac-heri in 
France. There can be no doutc that in small eoLectioLS and geaeral 'iif- 
fiL=jon of b'joti, the Cnited .^tate: i= ahe-d of any country in ihe ■■v.r--:- 
If we compare the d::Ierent cities of Earope- ni regarii the nnmber ■:: 
book; they contain. \Tith Xerr York, "the Empire City"' if =hom o: its 
iaareli. In 1 54S Paris e:nr^-.i_rd 1.474. 030 volumes in her public libraries^ 
while the aggregit- nnmber in onr own ciry. at present,, a^ we hare asrer- 
tained it, falls short of 3-5'j.O'l'J. Thii is higher "than it has ever before 
been estimated. Xorton": Litera:^ Eegiiter, for 1^54. putting the number 
at 295,000. The =ame author gare the r.'jmter cf voiuiiiei in the lihrtirie- 
of Eo=Ton, as l.>j,iXiO : Philadelphia, S^fnyj; Proridence, 69,300, and 
Albany, ST,0OO. Xew York has only fairly commenced her career of in- 
telectn.il greatness. IMoii of the more prominent libririe^ bare for year; 
been laborirr under .severe financial emhamisment£, and these 'iimenlties 
have been augmented, in some cases, recently, by the baildirg of ne^r edi- 
fices, inili5pen=able for their proper aL-commudaLion. Through the gener- 
ous liberality of our citizens the darkest days o: many of these Ln=titiit:on: 
have been passed, and there is now before theia a brilliant career ef nsofnl- 
ne=s and prosperity. In the detail? which follow, it will no: be wholly un- 
:ntere5ticg t: watch the steps a y:"arg hnt mighty city has made in :he 
attention it has t-estowed upon letters. The charge is too often made, that 
v.-e have neglected leaixing. and that the pre-digioTif development of the 
physical capacities of our country bai escluded advancement in the more 
polite and genial accomplishments of literature. This assenion is easilv 
disproved by facts, for, considering the dificulties.we bare been forced tL 
eiiconuter, it h donbrful whether any people ever made an equal adranco- 
ment in the same space cf time with ourselves, either in biblicgraphy, =e:- 
ence, or art. In the list of libraries we have noticed, there are some "which 
do not come under the designation of pubuc, but we hare chosen to include 
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them, in order to give a geueial glauce at the atteiitiou which hus been paid 
to the collection of books iu our city. Besides those wo have enumerated, 
there are several parish, church and circulating libraries, in addition to 
which, many of the Ward Si;hools have considerable collections of books 
for the use of the scholars. 



THE ASTOr. LIBKAIiy. 

While the other libraries of our ciry have beeu collected together by the 
laborious earu of years, the Astoi- Libran,- is a sudden monument of gener- 
ous munificence. John Jacob Astor, its founder, is too well known to re- 
quire at our hands an extended notice. An uninterrupted residence in this 
city of over sixty years, where, by uncommon business talents, be had 
actjuired a collossal fortune, made bim not only well known here, but 
rendered his reputation world-wide. The bistui-y of the Astor Library 
commences with the clause in his will establishing it, which is as follows: 
" Desiring to render a public benefit to the city of New York, and to 
contribute to the advancement of useful knowlejge and the general good 
01 society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate four hundred thousand dollars 
out of my residuary estate to the establishment of a public library in the 
city of ,New York." By the same instrument this sum is to be applied 
and disposed of 
" First, iu the erecting of a suitable building for a public library. 
'" Second, in furnishing and supplying the same, from time to time, with 
books, maps, charts, drawings, paintings, engravings, casts, statues, furni- 
ture, and other things appertaining to a library for general use, upon the 
most ample scale and liberal character. 

*' Third, in maintaining and upholding the buildings and other property, 
and in defraying the necessary expenses of taking care of the property and 
of the accommodation of persons consulting the library. 

"The said sum shall be payable, one-third in the year after my decease, 
one-third in the year following, and the residue in equal sums in the fourth 
and fifth yeai-s. 

" The said library to be accessible at all reasonable hours and times for 
general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only to 
such control and regulations as the trustees may, from time to time, exer- 
cise and establish for general convenience. 

"'The affairs of the institution shall be conducted by eleven trustees, to 
be, from time to time, selected from the dilTcrenfc liberal professions and 
employments iu life, and the classes of educated men. 

"All the property and effects of the institution- shall be vested in the 
suid trustees. Thej^ shall have power to direct the expenditm'c of the 
funds, the investment, safe keeping and management thereof, and of the 
property and effects of the institution; also, to make such ordinances and 
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regulations, irom time to time, as tbey may think proper for the good 
order and convenience of those who may i-esort to the library or use the 
same; also, to appoint, direct, control and remove the superintendent of 
the library, and all librarians and others employed about the institution; 
and, also, they shall have and use all powers and authority for promoting 
the expressed objects of this institution, not contrary to what is herein 
expressed." 

Other clauses in the will fix the site of the library edifice, limit Its cost 
to .^eventy-five thousand dollars, exclusive of the lot; authorize an expen- 
diture of one hundred and twenty thousand dollars in the purchase of 
books and for other jjurposes, and direct the residue to be invested as a 
permanent fund for its maintenance and gradual increase. 

Something was done toward collecting books for the library previous to 
jVIr. Astor's death, in 1848. The first purchase was made in 1839, at the 
sale of Major Douglass' books, and those formed the nucleus of the present 
gigantic collection. Mr. Astor, himself, purchased Audubon's Birds of 
America, the only work in the library of which the same remark can be 
made. Not more than 1,000 volumes, however, were bought previous 
to the death of its founder, and the collecting of books cannot be 
really said to have commenced until about nine months after his decease. 
In October, 1848, Dr. J. G. Cogswell, who had been selected by the trus- 
tees as librarian, was authorized to go to Europe and expend twenty thou- 
sand dollars in the purchase ef books. He visited London, Paris and 
Brussels, and obtained a valuable collection of books, many of which 
were purchased at the auction sale of the Duke of Buckingham's large 
library in the first-mentioned city. The collection now numbered about 
20,000 volumes, which were placed temporarily in. a house in Bond street, 
rented by the trustees for that purpose. In 1831 the librarian again visited 
Europe and obtained about 25,000 volumes more. The next year he again 
returned to Europe, and collected nearly 20,000,volumes more, making now 
a total of some 75,000 or 80,000 volumes. 

During the time occupied in collecting the books the library edifice in 
Lafayette place had been in the course of erection. The corner-stone was 
laid on the 14th of March, 18.30, and the entire building was completed in 
July, 1853. By December of the same year the books were arranged on 
the shelves, and ready for use. On the tlth of January, 1854, the library 
was opened for inspection, and on the 1st of February finally thrown open 
to the public for use, 

The Astor Library cannot be said, strictly speaking, to be a popular one, 
that is, the books do not consist of ephemeral works of fiction. It is 
intended as a library for reference and studv, embracing works in all 
languages. Three of its most distinctive features are Scandinavian and 
Oriental literature, and the transactions of learned societies. There has 
been added to these, by the liberality of W. B. Astor, Esq , son of the 
founder, a special department, devoted to the industrial arts. It proves a 
valuable and important addition to the institution. 
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The library is iierlectly free to visitors. Small tickets are used, upon 
which the applicant is required to write the title of the book wanted, and 
deliver it to the attendant. On the reverse of these tickets are the follow- 
ing regulations : 

" AyXOll LIER.AJIY KKGULATIOi'^S." 

•' 1. The library is open every day, except Sundays and established holi- 
days, from 10 A.M., untU half an hour before sunset. 
" 2. Admission free to all persons over si.vteen years of age. 
" 3. When a book is wanted, its title is to be written on this ticket, with 
the name of the applicuut. The ticket is then to be given to an at- 
tendant, who will look out the book, if in the library, and put it into 
the hands of the reader without delay. 
'•4. Reader.'! must return their books before leaving the library, and take 
back their tickets, otherwise they continue responsible for the books. 
"■1. No one is allowed to enter the alcoves, or remove a book from its 

place, unless accompanied by an officer of the librai-y. 
■■ 6. Readers wishing to consult costly works of art, must make special ap- 
plication for that purpose. 
" 7. In taking notes from books, pencils, not pen and ink, are to be used. 
" 8. Smoking strictly forbidden in any part of the library . " 

The library building is erected in the style of the royal palaces ol' 
Florence, and presents a very elegant and imposing appearance. It is one 
hundred and twenty feet in length by si.\ty-five wide. The library hall on 
the second floor is one hundred and fifty feet in length by sixty in width, 
and fifty in height. It is surmounted by a grand sky-light, fifty-four feet 
long by fourteen broad, and formed of thick glass, set in iron. Upon each 
side of the room are the alcoves, which being open front and rear, afford 
great space for books. On the first floor are the lecture and reading 
rooms, the latter being located on each side of the building, while the 
lecture room is in the rear. The entire edifice is probably the best con- 
structed and the most admirably adapted for the purpose for which it was 
intended, of any in our country. Joseph G. Cogswell, ll.d.. Librarian. 



THE SEff YOr.K SOCIETY LIBEABY, 
The Bev. John Sharp, chaplain to the Earl of Bellamont, Governor of 
the province of New York, is believed to have been the founder, in the 
year 1700, of " the Public Library of New York," from which the present 
institution originated. In 1729, the English Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, presented to the city of New York the 
library bequeathed to them by the Kev. Dr. Millington, Rector of New- 
ington. Both of these collections appear to have been known for several 
years under the name of the Corporation Library. But after the death 
of Rev. John Sharp, that efficient care which it had received from the 
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outset was not bestowed upon it, and it fell into disuse and neglect . At 
length, in ITo-l, a number of gentlemen organized themselves into a soeiety 
and founded the present institution. The Corporation Library, above 
alluded to, having been closed for some time, on account of mismanage- 
ment, a resolution was adopted, giving the Soeiety Library the charge of 
it, and also the privilege of depositing their own collection with it, in the 
City Hall. Vrom this time the library inci-eased and prospered. In 1772, 
a charter was granted to it by King George III, and, in the language of 
the instrument, sundry persons, "who conceived a public library would 
be useful as well as ornamental, to our said city of Xew York," were con- 
.stituted a corporate body, under the name of the ''^New Vork Society 
Librar)." There are enumerated in this charter, as members at that 
time, twenty-eight ecijuires, twenty merchants, three gentlemen, two dis- 
tillers, one D.D., one printer, one apothecary, one surgeon, and one 
widow. 

Upon the reorganization of the library, valuable books were imported, 
and the collection soon became an important one for that early day But 
the revolutionary war dispelled all the flattering prospects of its useful- 
ness, and the members were driven from their homes hy the disasters 
which attended the American arms. The records were closed, and its 
books, which were deposited in the old City Hall in Broad street, fell a 
prey to the fortune of war. Upon the testimony. of jMr. John Pintard, it 
is stated that the enemy's soldiers, then in possession of the town, were in 
the habit of lugging off knapsack loads of books to barter for grog! 

The confusion of the times almost destroyed the library. For fourteen 
years, or from the last Tuesday in April, 1774, to the 21st of December, 
17S8, no meeting of the trustees was held. At that time, the following 
gentlemen were chosen trustees : Hon. Robert R. Livingston, Robert 
Watts, Broekholst Livingston, Samuel Jones, Peter Kettletas, Walter 
Rutherford, Mathew Clarkson, .Samuel Bard, Hugh Gaine, Daniel C. 
Verplanck, Edward Griswold, and Henry Remsen. The next year, the 
old charter was revived, and the society once more eommeneed the collec- 
tion of books. In 179.3, a building of considerable elegance for the time, 
was erected in Nassau street, near Liberty; and here, for a long time, the 
society continued, increasing its collection, and affording to the public an 
agreeable and advantageous place of resort. At length the pressure of 
commercial demands drove the society to sock new quarters, and in 1836, 
the property in Nassau street was sold. In 1838, the New York Athc- 
ny;um was merged into the Society Library. 

The library removed to temporary rooms in the Mechanics' Society's 
building, in Chambers street, where it continued until the new building in 
Broadway, corner of Leonard street, was erected, in which the institution 
was finally established in lS-10. In 1849, the society received a bequest of 
$5,000 from ^Ir.s. Demilt. The brief period of a dozen years barely elapsed, 
when the society found itself again obliged to change its location, and 
remove to the upper or dwelling part of the city. It found temporary 
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acoommoJatioEs at the Bible Rooms in Astor Place. A lot of grouQd, 
however, one hundred and four by seventy feet, was immediately purchased 
in University place, between Twelfth and Thirteenth streels, and a new 
library biiilding; commenced in April, 1S55. 

The new edifice has fifty-two feet front, leaving a space uaocoupied on 
each side, so as to give liglit by windows to the interior. Toward tho 
rear, however, tlie building ?preads out and covers the whole width of the 
lot. The front is in the Italian style of arehiteeture. The entrance is 
ornamented with coupled Corinthian pilasters, supporting the entablature 
over which is a balustrade inclosing a small balcony. The door is sur- 
rounded by an architiave with keystone. Tjie wall is faced with ashlar, 
with horizontal grooves cut into it, and supports a cornice. Above the 
first story is a pedestal, on which rest the piers and window ornaments. 
The angles of the piers hare rustic quoins running up to the cornice at the 
top of the building. The windows in the side divisions are ornamented 
architraves and pilasters supporting consols, which in turn support the 
cornice and pediment. The middle window contains a triple window with 
Corinthian pilasters and entablature, in tlie frieze of which is the inscrip- 
tion "Founded A. D. 175^.." Over the windows are stone panels. Those 
in the side divisions are filled with ornaments. The one over the middle 
window contains the name of the building, "Society Library." The 
walls are faced with fine brides above, which is a massive entablature of 
iron consisting of an architrave, frieze and cornice, over which is a con- 
tinued balustrade between jjedestals. 

On entering the front door, the visitor finds himself in a hall forty-seven 
feet long and twelve wide, handsomely paved with tesselated pavement . 
On the left hand is a comfortable room for a ladies' reading room, six- 
teen feet by thirty. A similar room on the right is used as a conversa- 
tion room. At the end of the hall are folding doors opening into llie large 
reading room, thirty-one feet by seventy-three, well lighted and well fur- 
nished with papers and periodicals. In the hall, near the entrance to the 
large reading room, an easy flight of stairs leads to the library, which 
offers to view a noble apartment, thirty-five feet high, and taking in the 
whole depth and width of tlie building, having pleasant and quiet alcoves 
below, with two galleries rising above and receding as they rise, leading 
the eye up to the oblong dome of the roof, that with its fine large skylight 
sends down a llood of light on all below. The galleries are also divided 
into alcoves, and the whole building most conveniently and comfortably 
arranged, affording room for 100,000 volumes. 

The first catalogue (octavo, ninety-nine pages,) of this library was pub- 
lished in 1793; others were published in 1813, 1S33 and 1850. The cata- 
logue of 1S50, the last one, is a well arranged work, and was prepared by 
Mr. P. J. Forbes, late librarian. The library now numbers about 40,000 
volumes, a few manuscripts of modern date, maps and charts of great 
value, a few sheets of ancient church music on vellum, numerous collec- 
tions of engravings, a small but beautiful collection of bronze medals, one 
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sot of casts of the Elgin marbles, foity-eiii;bt iu- number, and one set of 
Waterloo mediils, fifty in number. One of the most curious collections of 
books in the library, is one of about 275 volumes, presented to the society 
by the late Franeis 13. Wicthrop, formerly the property of his ancestor, 
John Winthrop, first governor of Connecticut. They relate chiefly to 
alchemy and magic, including books in regard to the Kosicrucians. A 
very important feature of the library is its extcnsiVe files of newspapers, 
both of the present and last century. No library has taken more pains to 
obtain and preserve these daily records of current events. Their great 
utility for reference, both for public and private affairs, is demonstrated 
almost daily. The collection of historical and biographical works, and 
also that of voyages and travels, is full, interesting and important. Tho 
number of French and Italian ^vorlls is also consi'derablc — the latter hav- 
ing been mostly presented to the soeiet}' some years since by Mr. Du 
Pontc. 

The library is open daily, (Sundays excepted,) from eight, a. :\i., until 
sunset. The reading rooms are open until fen, r..^. 

Persons entitled to the use of the library are, members who pay twenty- 
live dollars for a right, and then si.\ dollars per annum, or the annual pay- 
ments can be commuted for seventy-five dollars, making a free shore cost 
one hundred dollars. Temporary subscribers,, ten dollars per year. 
Strangers may be introduced and enjoy the use ef books, reading room, 
Sic, for one month.* John MacMuUen, Libi-arian. 



THE 11ERC.\NTILE LIBHAIIY ASSOCL\TIO.\. 

This association arose out of a very obvious public Decessity. Young 
men who enter the mercantile business almost always do so at a compara- 
tively early age, and before they have had time to enjoy that mental train- 
ing so absolutely necessary to any degree of general intelligence. After 
they go " behind tho counter," it is impossible for them to receive the 
usual advantages of a school; and that very important period of a young 
man's life which is usually denominated " tho teens," is more than likely, 
unless some particular influence draws him out, to be passed in slothful 
indifference as regards all attempts at literary attainments. There may 
be individual instances, as those of Sherman and Franklin, where a love 
of study has been so powerful as to rise superior to the ordinary trans- 
actions of life; but tho majority of mankind are not so— they need some 
stimulus to animate the wavering desire for knowledge; and in a large 
city where innumerable inducements for recreation and amusements exist, 
this is emphatically true. 



* The writer is imlobtod lo John MacMullen, Esq., and P. J. Forbes, Esq., lor a 
portion of tho foregoing sketch; also, to Robert Mook, Esq., architect, for the des- 
cription of the new library building. 
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The Mercantile Library Association owes its origin to a desire on the 
part of a few energetic, public spirited individuals to afford the advan- 
tages of a reading-room and circulating library to the merchants* clerks 
of this city, thereby furnishing both an opportunity and, by the interest 
which pride, if nothing else, would compel them to take in its success, an 
incentive to mental cultivation. 

The first public meeting of merchants' clerks, as we learn from the re- 
ports of the association, for the purpose of considering the expediency of 
establishing a library and rcadiug-room, was held on the 9Lh of November 
1620. A constitution was adopted and officers elected at a subsequent 
meeting, on the 27th of the same month. The library was opened on the 
12th of February, 1821, in a room at No. 49 b'ulton street, and contained 
at that time 700 volumes. The number of subscribers at the end of the 
first year was 175, and the volumes had increased to 1000. 

The early years of the institution were years of great difficulties and 
embarrassments. It was indeed an undertaking which required consider- 
able perseverance, and one, too, surrounded with more than ordinary diffi- 
culties, for a body of individuals, without capital, to establish a library of 
any influence or extent. To add to this inconvenience, which, however, 
was one that its founders anticipated, there was another which they had 
not the least idea of meeting. This was the epposition of a large number 
of merchants, who fancied that the attention of clerks to the library would 
interfere with their obligations to their emploj^ers. This narrow-minded 
notion gave rise to more or less hostility among merchants, and nothing 
but the practical working of the institution, andthe spread of more liberal 
and enlightened views, overcome the stupid and ridiculous prejudices. 

In 1825, special effects were made to increase the library and extend 
its usefulness. The first catalogue was published in this year, and so pros- 
perously were its affairs progressing, that the next year it was removod 
to move spacious apartments in Cliff street, where a reading-room was first 
established. In 1827, lectures were commenced, and have since become 
one of the most popular features of the institution. In February, 1828, at 
a meeting of the prominent merchants who felt interested in the .success of 
the association, it was agreed to raise by subscription a sum sufficient for 
the erection of a building for the permanent accommodation of the library. 
The contributors formed themselves into a eomijany called " The Clinton 
Hall Association," and $33,500 were raised during the year, in sums vary- 
ing from $1000 to $100. A building was erected on the corner of Beek- 
man and Nassau street, and, under the name of Clinton Hall, was dedi- 
cated on the 2d of November, 1830, with appropriate ceremonies, to litera- 
ture and science. The entire cost of land and building was about $.55,000. 
The Clinton Hall Association stands in the relation of a guardian to the 
Mercantile Library Association, the latter being assured of a full and per- 
petual ownership of the property as effectuully as if the title were in its 
own corporate name. The library, when removed to the new building, 
numbered 6,000 volumes. 
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In the new location, the library prospered as rapidl}' as its most sanguiDe 
friends anticii^ated, and although it labored under some embarrassments, 
yet the debt on the building was gradually liquidated, until the last pay- 
ment was made in the year 1S52. At this time the growth of the library 
had rendered the accommodation in iSassau street altogether too limited; 
a large number of books could not be properly placed upon shelves, the 
reading-room was small, and the encroachments of business which had 
driven private residences " up-town" seemed to imperatively demand that 
the library should follow the example. Early in 1853, steps were taken 
for obtaining a new site, which resulted in the ijurchasc of the Italian 
Upera House, in Astor place, at a cost of ^l^OjOOO. The property in Nas- 
sau street was sold for $100,000. The Opera house was not entirely de- 
molished, but it was neccssarj' to give it a thorough and complete remodel- 
ing, the cost of which somewhat exceeded $100,000. To meet this large 
expenditm'c, beyond the means of the association, new stock was issued, 
which was liberally subsevibcd for by the merchants of the city. On the 
first of January last the debt on the building was $75,000, but efforts were 
being made to get the amount subscribed, and with good prospeets^of 
success. AVhen the association is free from debt,, the library will have an 
annual income, arising from the rents of those portions of the building not 
occupied for library purposes, of $10,000, which must be expended in add- 
ing to the collection of books. 

The new Clinton Hall is one of the best appointed and most commodi- 
ous library edifice in the citj"-. In the basement is a lecture room, easily 
accessible and well ventilated, capable of seating 1,100 persons. The 
reading-room is on the second floor, GO feet wide and 90 feet long, agree- 
ably lighted on two sides. The library is on the. third and fourth stories, 
the principal room being on the third; it is elliptical in form, surround- 
ed by Corinthian columns, surmounted by a dom.Cj and has room for the 
accommodation of 120,000 volumes. The other part of the building, not 
rented, is occupied by the class-rooms, committee rooms, &:c. On the 19th 
of April, 1854, the first load of books left the old quarters in Nassau street 
for the new edifice, and on the Sth of June following, the announcement 
was made that Clinton Hall, in Astor place, would be inaugurated on that 
evening by appropriate ceremonies, at the Church of the Puritans in Union 
Square. Addresses were delivered by His Excellency, Governor Se^'mour, 
J. Romeyn Brodhead, Esq., and the Hon. Charles King. Since the open- 
ing of the library in its present location, it has rapidly extended the sphere 
of its usefulness, and during the first five months nearly 50,000 visits were 
randc to its reading-room. 

P A feature of this institution, worthy of special reference, is what is called 
its '^' class department." It originated iu 1S38, and ha^s been in operation 
every succeeding year. In these classes instruction is furnished to young 
men in the French, German, Spanish and Italian languages, book-keeping, 
penmanship, chemistry, music, elocution, drawing, mathematics, and 
phonography, These classes have generally been fairly attended, though. 
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it is to be regretted, they have not been fully equal to the expectiitions of 
tbeir frieuds. They afford the means of instruction to those who cannot 
conform to the hours of teaching in academies and public schools, and thus 
present to young men, privileges, the value and importance of which can- 
not be too highly estimated . 

The association has a collection of from 2,000 to 3,000 specimens of 
mineralogy, conchology, geology, fossils, &c., Trhioli have been well 
arranged and labelled by Mr, il. H. Browne, librarian of the Lyceum 
of Natural History. Steps have been taken to organize a geographical 
department, by the collection of maps, charts, maritime surveys, and topo- 
graphical and astronomical inforraatiou generally. The committee who 
have had the subject in charge have met with a good degree of success, 
and hopes are entertained that this department, the watit of which has 
been so long and severely felt by those engaged in commerce a.nd naviga- 
gation, will soon assume a prominent place among the other features of the 
institution. 

The library now numbers upward of 47,000 volumes. The association 
has 4,500 members, and an annual revenue of §11,000; more than 25,000 
volumes are lent out annually. Merchants* clerks are entitled to the use 
of the library, on subscribing to the constitution and paying an initiation 
fee of one dollar, and one dollar for the first six months. Others are ad- 
mitted on the payment of an annual subscription of five dollars, but are 
net eligible to office. 

The reading-room forms one of the most attractive features of the insti- 
tution, in its present locality; it contains about 250 newspapers, maga- 
zines, &o., of different kinds, embracing all the principal periodical litera- 
ture of the United States, England, France and Germany; it also contains 
valuable and important books of reference, including files of a number of 
the leading newspapers of the irorld. While this department is free to the 
members of the institution, it can be subscribed to separately from the 
library upon payment of three dollars annually. 

The removal of the library to Astor place, rendered the establishment of 
a down-town office necessary, so that persons living in Brooklyn and Jersey 
city might avail themselves of its advantages. Rooms were accordingly 
procured at No, 1, Nassau street, where books may be ordered and re- 
turned, and other necessary business transacted. S. Hastings Grant, 
Librarian. 



NEW YORK HISTOElCAl SOCIETY. 
This Society was founded in 1S04. The object of it, as stated in its 
constitution, was " to discover, procure and preserve whatever may relate 
to the natural, civil, literary and ecclesiastical history of the United States 
in general, and of this state in particular." The plan of forming a state 
historical association, appears to have originated with Judge Benson and 
J obn Pintard, Esq., move particularly with the latter, who may be regarded 
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as its founder, and through whose exertions several meetings were held in 
a room of the old City Hall, in the year 1804. The first regular meeting 
was convened on the 20th of November of the same year. Eleven per- 
sons, among whom was De Witt Clinton and John Pintard, assembled in 
the picture-room of the above-named edifice, and formed themselves into a 
society. 

The meetings were for some time held in the old City Hall, situated 
where the Custom House now stands, and often called Federal Hall, from 
its having been occupied by the Congress of the United States after the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution. It was in the balcony of this edifice 
that Washington was inaugurated the first President of the United States. 
Some of the desks, &o., used in the building for the accommodation of the 
members of Congress, now serve to furnish the rooms of the society. 

On the 4th of September, 1809 — it being then just three hundred years 
since Henry Hudson entered the river which bears his name — the associa- 
tion determined to commemorate the event by a festival. The use of the 
front court-room in the Federal Hall was granted to the society for the 
occasion. The Rev, Dr. Miller delivered a learned and interesting dis- 
course, after the conclusion of which they adjourned to the City Hotel, 
(which stood on the block bounded by Broadway, Cedar, Thames and 
Lumber streets,) where the members and invited guests — in the language 
of the minutes of the society — " sat down to an elegant dinner, consisting 
of a variety of shell and other fish, with which our waters abound, wild 
pigeons and succotash, (the favorite dish of the season,) with the difiereot 
meats introduced into the country by the European settlers." 

The first volume of " Collections" of this society was published in the 
year, 1809. Addresses were frequently delivered before the association. 
They were usually given on the annual festival, commonly celebrated on 
St. Nicholas day, the 6th of December. The customary place of dining 
on these occasions was, for several years, at Kent's Hotel, No. 42 Broad 
street. In the same year, the society removed to rooms in the Government 
House, which was immediately in front of the Bowling Green. Where this 
building stood was originally the site of Fort Amsterdam., which, after 
the conquest of New Netherlands, and the defeat of the intrepid Dutch 
Governor, Pieter Stuyvcsant, in 1664, was called Fort James, in compli- 
ment to the Duke of Vork. In the reign of William and Mary it was 
called Fort William; and in the following reign, Fort Anne and Fort 
George. In 1790, the legislature passed an act authorizing the Corporation 
to demolish Fort George, and, at the same time, to erect a proper house to 
be used by the government of the state, and also for the temporary use and 
accommodation of the President of the United States, during such times 
as Congress should hold their sessiens in this city. Such was the origin 
of the Government House. It was, however, never occupied by the Presi- 
dent, as intended. Congress being about the same time removed to Phila- 
delphia. In 1815, the Government House was sold, and rooms appropriated 
for the library in the large building, formerly in rear of the City Hall, and 
called the New City Hall. 
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In 1832, the society again remored, and took possession of a new hall in 
Remsen's building, corner of Broadway and Chambers street. The pay- 
ment of rent here, and other causes, combined to seriously embarrass its 
finances; and, in 1837, having the oifer of rooms in the Stuyvesant Insti- 
tute, (then just completed) free of any charge foir rent, it was induced to 
remove to that building. In 1S41, it took possession of tho rooms It at 
present occupies in the New York University. 

The pecuniary embarrassments to which this society was subject, during 
the earlier years of its existence, were distressing and severe; but the reso- 
lute determination of some of its members to keep the institution alive, 
reflects the highest credit upon their intelligence and patriotism. They 
were actuated by the noble determination to rescue from destruction the 
innumerable records of our colonial history, which were scattered in every 
form all over the land. 

And exceedingly well have they succeeded. The library contains about 
25,000 volumes, which bear, in a direct manner, upon the early history of 
our State, and the habits and customs of its primitive Dutch inhabitants. 
It has, beside printed books, nearly 2,000 volumes of bound newspapers, 
some 15,000 MSS. original letters, papers, &c.; a variety of maps, charts 
and engravings, and about 2,000 medals and coins, ft has also a consider- 
able collection of Indian relics and curiosities, together with portraits and 
busts of many of the distinguished men of our Revolutionary era. 

The society has now a new building in process of erection in Second av- 
enue, corner of Eleventh street, which will be completed during the present 
year. It is a fine stone edifice, and will afford ample accommodations for 
the library. The terms of membership to the society, and use of the 
library, are an initiation fee of five dollars, and five dollars annually as 
dues; or, in lieu thereof, a life membership fee of fifty dollars, as a com- 
mutation of all regular dues and fees. George H. Moore, Esq., Librarian. 



THE GENER-iL SOCIETY OF MECH.^XICS AND TRADESMEN, 
There is a tradition among some of the members that this society was 
organized before the Revolution, and was broken up by the events of that 
period; but there does not appear to be any well-established facts to war- 
rant this opinion. If it were established at that time, no records of it 
exist, though these'might have been scattered and destroyed by the Brit- 
ish soldiers, who occupied the city at tho time. 

The prime moving cause of the organization of the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen, was probably the fact of the very low and 
impoverished state of the arts and manufactures in the country at the close 
of the Revolutionary "War, though it may have arisen from the idea of 
" mutual benefit," which was the motive of all the early societies among 
the different trades. To form a union by which these societies could act 
24 
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in oonoc'it, and to adopt such measures for their mutual advantage as 
might be deemed ndrisahle, was also another thought which gave rise to 
tliis inslitution, which has, since that time, adopted eo nir.ny excellent 
iVatuies, and gradiiiiUy eiiitendcd its usefulness in almost every department 
of human advancement and benevolence. To assist the industrious, pro- 
tect the distressed, succor tlio widow, befriend llio orphan, and afford the 
means of intellectual attainments to a large class of the youth of our 
country, who will eventually bcoomc so emphatically the bono and sinew 
of tlio land, have Ireen its distinguishing features. 

The lii'st record of its org.anization is dated the 17th of November, 1785, 
when a meeting was held as the house of Walter Hcyer, which it is be- 
lieved was located in the lower part of Pearl street, near Cedar. At this 
meeting, Robevt Eoyd was appointed ehairman. From this time until 
1792, ti;e society does not appear to have been any thing more than a kind 
of Congie.'s, to which all the mechanics' societies in the country sent dele- 
gates, and hence arose the name of tho General Society of Mechanics and 
Tradesmen. Tlic society started on the principle of economically saving 
its funds; aud one of tlie resolutions adopted at the first meeting gave an 
earnest of its future usefulness and prosperity. It voted to purchase a 
chest for the purpose of depositing in it the funds; "said chest to be pro- 
vided with tln'ce locks, and tho price thereof to bo ±'7." As illustrating 
the object of the formation, as well as showing the feeling of the public 
mind upon a question v,'hich has been greatly agitated since, we uiaj' state 
that on the 2'ith September, 17SS, the society received a letter from the as- 
sociated mcchanios of " the town'' of Boston, complaining of the course of 
the government in neglecting to protect American raanutac-tures, in which 
they s?.y that " the system pnrsued since the peace, of importing such arti- 
cles as can be manufactured among ourselves, tends to discourage the 
whole body of tradesmen and manufacturers of these states; and this 
practice, unless speedily checked by the prudent exertions of those who nre 
more paiticularly interested, must eventually prove ruinous to every me- 
ch.anical branch In America." On the 26th of February, 1789, they 
received a letter from the mechanics of Baltimore of the same import. At 
this period, the various mechanic societies in different parts of tho country 
united in a petition, asking of Congress tho adoption of a tariff for too 
protection of American manufactures, and it is believed that the passage 
of the Srst tariff act, under the Federal Constitution, was owing, in a n-reat 
measure, to the elforts of thi.s society. 

An interesting incident in tho history of the society, and which is fully 
detailed in its minutes, is the annual meeting of tho society on the Slh of 
January, 178.9, which was celebrated at " Samuel French's T.avern," then 
located at Ivo. o9 Cortlandt street. Among tho toasts given on that occa- 
sion were tho following: 

" May wo breakfast with health, dine with friendship, drink a bottle of 
wino with mirth, and sup with contgntment." 
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" A ooWeb pair of breeches, a porcupine saddle, ani a hard trotting 
horse to all the enemies of freedom." 

" *Ma J wc live, and our enemies know it." 

On the Mthof :\] arch, 1792, an act iras passed by the Legislature, 
incorporating the society, .and at thi.? time it is believed that the feature of 
affording support to the indigent members of the coi-poration, and to the 
widows and children of persons having been members ot it, ivas established. 
In ISll, this act having nearly expired by its own limitation, another was 
passed, by which the powers and privileges of the society were considerably 
increased. In IS21, an amendment was made to this act, by which the 
rociety was empowered to appropriate snch a part of its funds as it may 
deem expedient " to the establishicent and maintenance of a school for 
the education of the children of its indigent or deceased members, and also 
to the establishment and support of an apprentices' library, for the use of 
the apprentices of the mechanics of Aew York." In 1842, this act was 
renewed and extended to the year 1860, and the society was authorized to 
receive pay for tuition in its school from pupils other than those who were 
entitled to gratuitous instruction. Such is a rapid survey of the advance- 
ment of the society, and shows how the commencement of one good work 
leads the way to the adoption of another. 

The benevolent operations of the society are confined strictly to the 
widows and children of its deceased members, who are in indigent circum- 
stances. Widows, whoso names are on the pension li.st, .are entitled to 
twenty-five dollars per annum, and each child, under five years old, to five 
dollars. A child, who has no parents living, is entitled to fifteen dollars 
per annum. The committee of almoners are also authorized to relievo 
urgent cases, which will not admit of delay, at the rate of ten dollars per 
month for each applicant, during the continuation -of their Beeessities. We 
cannot state tlie progress of the society more clearly than by quoting a 
portion of an address delivered by the late M, 31. Xoah, at the opening 
of the library and reading rooms at their present pl.Tce, Xo. 472 Eroadway, 
in 1850. He says ; 

" For thirty-five years— that is to say, frjm the year 1783 to 1880— thu 
operations of the Mechanics' Society were confined chiefly to benevolent 
objects, the relief of its indigent members, their widows and orphans; and 
in 1820 the school and library were established. The object of the school 
was to relieve the less fortunate mechanics from what they deemed the humil- 
iation of sending their children to a charity school, by having them edu- 
cated in the same school with pay scholar.? — the knowledge of pay and free 
scholars being confined to members of the school committee. The practice, 
delicate and proper in itself, is still maintained. The school improved 
rapidly, and is now, 1 am pleased to state, in a flourishing condition, and 
r.inks as high as any in the city. It has been sustained at considerable cost 
to the society, receiving from the public only the usual allowance for the 
number of fi-ee scholars taught, and has about five hundred scholars, and 



abont twenty teachers, each department, male and female, arranged into 
separate classes, taught in separate class-rooms. The library wag estab- 
lished at the same time, receiving small contributions of books and money 
from our fellow-citizens, and was opened at the time I haye before stated, 
in the old free school building, at the comer of Chatham street and Tryon 
rovr. The iirjtr building in Chambfjrs street was erected in the following 
year. In 1832, the society was enabled to purchai'; the High School in 
Crosby streot, to accomplish which some aid was-- received — say five thou- 
sand dollars — chiefly from our own members; and that, with about one 
thousand dollars, roceivrd from the late Mecharjio.?' and Scientific Institu- 
tion, and six hundred dollars from private donations, is all that was 
received in aid of the important improvements. In 1 %45, the lot on Broad- 
way was purchased, and an entrance made for the accommodation of the 
young ladi':-:, and ako to the lecture-room." 

Trj5 society has owned, and continues to own, a considerable amount of 
property. Tho first real estate it had, t.;.,3 the building at the head of 
Chatham square, which is sold to the Corporation . It subsequently pur- 
chascd the building at the corner of Broadway and Park place, now occu- 
pied by William Hall & Son, which it still retains. When the school 
and library were established, it removed to Chambers street. At the time 
the State granted the charter of incorporation to the Mechanics' Bank, it 
granted the right to every member of the society to subscribe to ten shares 
caeh. At that time bank stock was not so plenty as at present, and was 
thought to be a very desirable investment. On account of this, there was 
a great rush for memberahij^ in the society; and as their constitution pro- 
hibited the admission of any but those who were re^jlar mechanics, and 
as there was more or less latitude claimed in the definition of that term, it 
gave rise to considerable difficulty. At this time Robert Fulton applied 
to be admitted m a member, nnd vim refused, becati.se he was not a prac- 
tical mechanic. 

The library of the society now numbers about J 8,000 volumes. During 
the past yoar vory great improvements have been made. Heretofore, the 
library has been sadly deficient in a catalogue, but through the exertions of 
i'= r;':— librarian, William Van ><orden,Esq., a good analytical as well as 
alphabetical arrangement of thj books has been made. New shelving 
room has been furnished, the books newly arranged, and a large number 
added. A reading room has been act apart for the nse of those who fre- 
qnent the library, which is well .supplied with the leading newspapers, 
magazines and reviews. The energetic management which has recently 
been inspired in the society ought to awaken a corresponding animation 
amor^- its old friends, as well as obtain for it many new ones. The terms 
on which the library and rooms are open to readers are as follows: To 
apprentices, or youths cmploj'ed as apprentices, without charge; to jour- 
neymen, teachers, students in academies or colleges, youths in the offices of 
lawyers, physicians or artists, one dollar per year; mechanics, tradesmen, 
artists, &c., in business on their own account, two dolisrs per year. 
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THE SEW YORK fllEE ACADEMY. 

The FitiD Academy of the city of Aew York, Jooatod iu Twcnty-thivd 
street, at the corner of Lexington avenue, was established in 1&18, by an 
act of the legislature, passed the year previous. It is under the superin- 
tendence of the Board of Education, and the care, management and gov- 
ornmeut of an EieouUve Committee appointed by the board. All the 
expenses of the institution are defrayed out of the public treasury. The 
students are admitted in annual classes, and the full course of study em- 
braces five years, though a more limited period is allowed to those who 
prefer it. No student can be admitted to the academy unless he be a 
resident of the city, is thirteen years of ago, shall hare attended the com- 
mon schools in the city eighteen months, and can pass a good examination 
in the elementary branches. 

The Free Academy owes its origin to that spirit of advancement which 
has contributed so powerfully to exalt and perfect the common schools of 
our state. The antiquated notions in regard to the means of educational 
improvement have undergone a great and rapid change in the course of a 
few years. It is no longer looked upon as heretical to advocate the im- 
portance of a system of free education, which affords the opportunity to 
every person, no matter how limited his means, tip furnish to hie children 
advantages which will place them on a level with the graduates of our 
colleges and universities. 

The Free Academy is the key-stone in the arch of this popular system, 
lb was founded for the purpose of fostering and encouraging remarkable 
talent developed in the common schools, by furnishing, gratuitously, to 
such talent, without distinction, the means of a higher classical, scientific, 
and practical education, of which it would otherwise have been wholly de- 
prived. The course of instruction adopted in the institution is practlea], 
and adapted fur fitting the students for the ordinary business of lifo. It 
has ten departments, embracing mathematics, history and belles Icttres, 
languages and literature, drawing, natural and experimenLal philosophy, 
chemistry and physics, anatomy and hygiene, civil engineering, moral and 
intellectual philosophy, and (law and political economy. This courso of 
study commends itself immediately to the good sense of every one. Of the 
dead languages only Latin and Greek are t.aught. 

The library of this institution is an important and valuable feature. 
Means for founding and sustaining it are obtained from appropriations 
made by the jlegents of the University of the State of New Y'ork, mado 
from tho Literature Fund. The amount thus received is from eight hun- 
dred to one thoirsand dollars per annum, Tho whole number of volumes 
is about 15,000, two-thirds of which are text books. Tho miscellaneous 
portion of tho library is devoted to works of general interest, history, 
biography, voyages, travels, &c. It has a complete set of Niles' Register, 
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a Tvork now extremely rare- The collection of philosophical, mathemati- 
cal and chemical apparatus is veiy good. Some attention has been paid 
to the establishment of a department of Xatural History, and about 3,003 
specimens in concholog7j', mineralogy and geology have been made. Li- 
brarian, J. G. Barton; Assistant, J. Oakley Xodyne. 



inE ^si-w YOiix LAVf i:nstitt:te. 

The cstabliihmont of a law library in this city i= OTriug, in a great de- 
gree, to the csCLtioiis of tbelate Jucige Kent. The first meeting in relation 
toils orennization was held at the residence oi Judge jIcCocd, about the 
year lS2!i. The want of an institution which would furnish an extensive 
and easily accessible collection of works in every depai-tment of legal jc- 
vecii^ation had long been felt, and h ^o.: a desideratum vrhich could not 
bo supplied without some difficulties. The expcTiSe of obtaining such books 
is fiir greater than that incurred in any other department of literature. 
This is occasioned partly by the substantial manner in which Llie3- are got 
up. but is mainly owing to their limit-yl circulation. 1'ne average cost of 
works in our public libraries does not generally exceed one dollar p:-i- 
volume; but a lar^'e number of the books in tliis have cost ten dollars 
a-piecc. 

The 2\ew I'ork Lav/ Institute was incorporated by an act of the kgisla- 
ture in liP.O. Ic was declared to be founded ** for literary purposes, the 
cultivation of l;-^'al science, the advancement of jurisprudence, and the fur- 
mation of a s-iminary of learning in the law, and the formation of a i;:w 
librai^." All connselors, Eolieit.Ts and attorneys wore eligible to mem- 
bership on tlie j,aymLat of twenty dollars admission iee, and ten dollars 
annually thereaUcr: and, by an arrangement of the by-laws, he was de- 
clared a stockholder in the institution when the amount he had paid in 
reached a certain q-jccificd sum. All the judges of the United icaiei: 
Courts, juug-es of the itate Courts, all lawyers who do not practice in the 
city, or in King3 cou:ity. and itrabgers gc-neraily, are x>^nnitted and in- 
vited to visit and use the library. The books are .not, huwcver, allowed t« 
he taken from the library, beyond the CiLy Hall. Gcutlemen of the bar, 
while in the argument of causes in the various courts which hold their 
ses&ions in the Cit}' Hall, fre(juently need hooks of reference. Jn these 
cases they send an order to the library for such works as they need, and 
they are furnished by the librarian. Important cases in the Circuit Courts 
in this state are somotimes adjourned to Xew York city sole^r for the pur- 
pose of eDJcyiEg the superior advantages which this library afibrds- 

It now contains about 6,0'jO volumes, embracing one of the most ex- 
tensive and valuable collection of the kind in the United States. Besides 
the various works upon ev^^y department of law, it has the statute laws of 
the United States, and every state in the Union. It has, likewise, a large 
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number of the puWio records of Great Britain and Irelaml, which -ncro 
pu'olisiied in London, under the direction of commissioners appoiulcd for 
tho purpose. These records contain the origin and foundation of Englisli, 
and consequently American law, as the latter is derived directly from tho 
former. Among these are the Anglo-Saxon laws from .^thelbirht to 
Caanie, laws of Edward the Confessor and William tho Conquerer, laws 
ascribed to Henry I., and tho " Moniiinenia Eccksiaslkii" from the 
seventh to the tenth century. 

The library is now located at No. 45 Chambers street, where it was re- 
moved iu April, 1S35. It has a large and commodious room on the second 
Etory, twenty five feet wido and one hundred and fifty-two long, runuing 
through from Chambers to Reado street. John Anthon, Esti,, is tlio pres- 
ent President of tlie Institute; Hon. William Kent, Librarian; John L. 
TiUiughast, Assistant Librarian. 



HIE A3IERICAX IXSTITUTr. 

The library of the American Institute was organized in IS'i:'. A Com- 
raitteo, appointed for the purpose, reported a plan of the library, and the 
institute made an appropriation, on tho 23d of July of that year, of fivu 
hundred dollars, toward the purchase of books. At firit, only tho share- 
holders in the library were entitled to take books from it, but by a subse- 
quent arrangement the privilege was extended to all the members of tho 
institute. Tho libraiy was first opened in Liberty street, in IS33, and in 
1834 was removed to 2vo. 41 Cortlandt street. Iu 1836 the institute took a 
lea?o of tho building No. 1S7 Broadway, where it remained for three years. 
Iu 1S.39 the institute and library were removed to rooms iu the new City 
Hall, (since burned down.) winch they occupied until 1848, when the Com- 
mon Council terminated the lease which it had granted them gratuitousl}-. 
The institute then removed to the corner of Broadway and Anthony street, 
but, owing to the want of accommodation for the library, the books re- 
nrained boxed up until it occupied its present location. No. 1151 ilroadway. 
Here it has a library room eighty feet long by twenty-five feet wide, which 
has besn conveniently fitted up, with cases, tables, tc, for the aecommo- 
datiou of books and readers. A reading-room, oovjUeeted with the library, 
is well supplied with all the daily papers of the eity, and most of tho 
prominent journals throughout the country. 

As the institute had, at various times, voted appropriations of money to 
the library, increasing its value, questions arose as to the relative right 
of tho shareholders and the members of the institute in tlie library. Tho 
members of the institute were not entitled to take a volume from tho 
library until the 1st day of May, 1S50, when that privilege was given to 
them by the new by-laws. For the purpose of settling the questions as to 
the rights of the shareholders, a paper was drawn up and signed by a 
number of them, releasing their rights as such, to the institute, and which 
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was i-,re£eti:el a: a meecing held ou the llth of April, li5C': Hhere'ai>:,n :; 
resolutiomra: raised teat shareholders wiio shonld release their rights in 
the library should be made life-members of the institute, atd a sj^eial 
vote of thanks to those shareholders who hal so released trieir r.gnis was 
passed. Since iha: time nearly all the shareholders have released their 
rights and become members cf the icstitnte for life. 

Since 15-50 there have been added to the library about 3,000 roimiies, 
and its gradual increase has been prcrided for by an annual appropriation, 
pass«d by the institute in 1S.51. of five hnrdred dohais a year, for fire 
years. The library novr consbts cf T,5'0 volnmes of works in thevariotts 
department; of science and :iteratiire. Although the library is genenti in 
its character, i: is designed to devote it more particnlarly to works relat- 
ing ttr the objects of the institute, viz: aCTicnlttire, ctmraerce,. mannia;- 
tnres and the art:. 

Mr. Ezckiel A. Harris, the iforarian, prepared an entirely new c-atalogiie 
of the library, which was printed in 1S52, and consisted of two hundred 
and tvrelvg octavo pages. The works were arranged in the catal:g^-.ie both 
alphatttically and analyticatty , in the same manner as in the last catjilcgne 
of the Xew York Society Lihrary. The works are arranged upon the 
shelves analytically, that is, classified according to their subjects. 

The privileges of the library and reading room are confine J to the mein- 
bers of the institate. A person may become a member of the institute by 
submitting a proposition for membership and paying an initiation fee of 
five dollars. The dues are two dollars a year. 

The library is open every day, (Sundays andiolidays excepted,) from 
9 o'clock, A,.'t., to 6 o'clock, p.m., and on Tuesday and Thursday evenir js 
of each week until 10 o'clock. 

The American Institnte Library is now the largest in the lower part cf 
the city. E. A. Harris, Librarian. 



COLU:ir;IA COLLEGE LnBiAST. 
Aboat 1757 ilr. Joseph ilurray heqceathed to Colnnibia College, hu 
property, worth about eighty thousand pounds, incluUng his library. 
This was three years subseouen- to the date of its charter, and the donation 
of books received from him may be considered the firit substantial com- 
mencement of the present library. Not long after this the Rev. Dr. Bris- 
towe, of London, also beoneathed his library, of aboat 1,500 volumes, to 
the college. I: also received presents from the Earl of Bute and others, 
and from the University of Oxford. Indeed, upon the breaking out of the 
Revolution, it had a very respectable collection, but that stormy peri'>i 
scattered and almost entirely destroyed it . The college was taken posses- 
siou o; by the British troops and converted into a military hospitaL The 
library was deposited in the City Hall, but, without any care, it f?i! a, lej. 
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like the Society Library, to the rapacity of the soldiers of royalty who, it 
is said exchanged the books " for grog." Of the books recovered from the 
wreck 600 or 700 volumes were found, thirty years after, along with about 
as many belonging to the Society Library, in a room in St. Paul's Chapel, 
and no one could tell how they came there. In 1792, a large addition was 
made to the library, by a grant of money obtained from the legislature. 
Some purchases of private libraries have been made, the most important 
of which were the libx'ary of Professor Kemp, in 1S13, and of Professor 
Moore, in 183S. In the interesting collection <if the library may be men- 
tioned an Egyptian papyrus, a series of brouae medals, illustrative of the 
Elgin marbles, and two marbles bearing Greek inscriptions. Tho num- 
ber of volumes is 20,000. William A. Jones, a.m., Liibrariau. Connected 
with this institution are two literary societies, the Philolexian, founded in 
1302, and the Peithologian, founded in 1S06, which have each a library of 
2,000 volumes . 



LIBE.iKY OF THE USIOS THEOLOGICW, SEMISAUY. 
This library was founded in 153S, and is called tho " "\^an Ess Library," 
the principal part of it being the collection of Leander Van Ess, of Ger] 
many, tho editor of the Septuagint and Vulgate. It was purchased.in 1S39, 
and consisted of about 15,000 distinct works. Tho remainder of the books 
have been chiefly donated by friends of the institution. The library con- 
tains about 450 IncimabiUa, most of them printed before a.d., 1500, and 
many of them exceedingly rare. Of the original editions of the Reform- 
ers, Luther, Melancthon and others, it has some 1,900 distinct works. It 
embraces the most valuable editions of the Fathers, and many of tho 
largest collections in Church History, viz :-The '= Acta Sanctorum," the 
" Bibliotheca Patrum," and the " Eihliotheca Ma.xima," the Acts of 
Councils, the various editions of Baronus, etc. The library is mainly in- 
tended for the use of students connected \rith tho seminary, but its use is 
also allowed to those who may have a permission from a professor. The 
increase during the past six years has been about ()00 volumes a year. 
About fifty periodicals, mostly religious magazines of this country and 
Europe are received. There is only a manuscript catalogue . The library 
is located in the seminary building, No. 9 University place. Tho number 
of volumes is about 24,000 . Professor Henry B. Smith, Librarian. 



GmmKL THEOLOGICAL SEIIIS.AEY OE THE. EPISCOPAL CHUECH. 

This institution was founded in this city iu 1817, but in 1S20, was re- 
moved to New Haven, Connecticut. The following year, however, it was 
united with the 010005.-™ Theological Seminary of New York, and moved 
back to this city. It was incorporated in 1822, and permanently established 
under a board of trustees, of which the bishops of the church are ex officio 
21* 
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members. It is located between Ninth and Tenth avenues and Twentieth 
and Twenty-first streets, upon grounds donated to it by Clement C. Moore, 
LL.D. The present income of the institution is derived mainly from a be- 
quest of one hundred thousand dollars made by Frederic Kohre, of South 
Carolina. Peter G. Stuyvesant endowed a Professorship of Church His- 
tory, with twenty-jivc thousand dollars. The Library Fund amounts to 
six thousand dollars, the iarger portion of which was given by Trinity 
Church. From the same source, also, came books, valued at sis thousand 
five hundred dollars, which formed the foundation of their present excel- 
lent library. In 1S52, the Society for Promoting Keligion and Learning, 
in the Diocese of iS'ew York, gave the Seminary three thousand one hun- 
dred and forty-four dollars, which was expended for choice volumes of the 
late Doctor Jarvis' library. There is a reading-room connected with the 
library which is supplied with most of the American and some of the Eng- 
lish Church periodicals. The students of the Seminary have free access to 
the library, and are allowed to take out books, under certain regulations. 
Books can be taken out only on ^londay and Thursday afternoons, be- 
tween half past two and half past four o'clock, but the library is open for 
consultation every day, during the same hours. The present number of 
volumes is 12,000. Rev. Christian F. Cruse, d.d.. Librarian. 



LICEnil 01' N.VTUP.AL HISXOKT. 

In 1817, a number of gentlemen, desirous of improving themselves in 
Natural Histoid, and also of diffusing a taste for the subject, formed the 
Lyceum of Natural History. It was incorporated in 1818, and since that 
time, notwithstanding repeated embarrasments of no trifling character, it 
has steadily pursued its object, and has now a large and valuable museum 
and library. These have been principally formed by donations from indi- 
viduals, and from the various soientifio societies of this country and Europe. 
The museum contains extensive collections in mineralogy, geology, fossils, 
conchology, ichthyology, entomology, amphibia, reptiles, radiata, corals, 
botany and small collections of birds and quadrupeds. The collection of 
radiata is probably the best in the United States. The library contains 
about 3,000 volumes relating to Natural tlistory, including the transac- 
tions of the various societies of Europe and America. The society has 
published five volumes of its " Annals," consisting of papers read before it 
by its members. The first location of the society was in " the New City 
Hall," (old Alms-house,) where rooms were appropriated it by the Com- 
mon Council. It remained there until 1S2S, when it was removed to the 
City Dispensary, in White street. After eight years there it took posses- 
sion, in 1836, of a building between Spring and Prince streets, in Broad- 
way, which place it was compelled to relinquish, owing to the commercial 
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eiiibaiTasmeuts of the time. It subsequently occuplotl rooms nL No, 59G 
Broii-dvt'uj-, and finally at Ibe Medical College, iji Foiirtcontb street. The 
raembcrs are divided into tbrec clasgps, honorary, oorrce^pondifiL;; and rcia- 
icleut. Amon^' the early friends of the society uiny be mentioned the 
names of Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell, Dr. Hosack and Ibe venerable Tc 
Friinc.is. In promoling its intcrei-t?, none Lave been more indefi3ii,t;iiblo 
than K. PI. liirownnc, its present Recording Secretary, Tbo Llbravian is 
O. Vv'. Morris, Ksq. 



LIGRAUY 01? TEE KEW YOlliv HOSPITAL. 

The Society of the New York Hospital was founded in 1770, but it was 
not until 17f'G that any thing Tvas done toward forming a libi-avy. In tbis 
year, upon the recommcndatioii of the Medical FacnUy of Columbia Col- 
lege, the Governor of tbo Hospital appropriated live hundred dollars tn 
tba purcba^G of a. medical library. This formed the niioleus of the present 
valuable and extensive collection, ^ilembcrs of the facully, from time to 
time, contributed bookij, and in ISOO, the collection was augmeuicd by 
the purchase of the library of the late Dr. Romnyne. In l::Ou, "The 
iMedieal Society of Nevr York" gavo its library to It, nnon condition that 
such of the sons of its members as should become x^by.'^ieian3 thoi-dd enjoy 
the free use of the hospital library. Various sums have, from time to time, 
been appropriated by the Governors of tbo Hospital to the increase of the 
library, and valuable additions have thereby been made. One of tbo most 
important of these was the excellent botanical library of Dr. Hosack. 
The library consists of works mostly on medicine and suigery, :-nd the col- 
lateral branches of scieneo, such as chemistry, botany, &c. It has many 
of the most costly and splendid works on anatomy and natural history. 
Fine rooms have been fitted up for it in the main Hospital buildings in 
Broadway. 

The present number of volumes is 6,000. There is also a valuable path- 
ological cabinet connected with it. It is in contemplation by tbo Gover- 
nors of the Hospital to erect a building, distinct from the hospital, for tbo 
accommodation of the library and pathological-collection. J. L. Vander- 
voort, :\[.B., Librarian. 



VOUNG MEN'S CHKISinN ASSOCIATION, 

This association was organized in June, 1852. Its object is the improve- 
ment of the religious, mental antl social condition of young men, residents 
o£ the eity, or those who may eomo here from the country or from other 
cities. There are each year a large numher of young men who, for busi- 
ness purposes, seeli the great commercial metropolis of the United States, 
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and, who arriving here often without frifjod;!, necJ some avenuo for pro- 
per social intercourae thrown open to them. The ends this association 
aim to accomplish are. therefore, not confined to a single object. Besides 
the mental and moral improvement of its members, it has committees or- 
ganized for the purpose of procuring employment, for tho.-ie who der^ire it, 
as well as proper boarding places, church sittings, &:o. I'o aid in the gen- 
eral objects it de.^ires to accomplish, it has secured very attractive rooms 
in Clinton Hall, Astor place, which are u;ed for the jiuriioses of a library, 
reading room, and for general intercourse. The reading room is famished 
with eight daily papers, fifty weekly and scmi-v/e';lily, thirty-two monthly, 
bi-monthly and semi-monthly, and twelve quarterly publications. A large 
proportion of the periodicals .'ire religiour^, including the newspapers and 
reviews of different denominations, from all parts of thi.^ country and 
Great Britain. The rooms are open from eight, a..m., to ten, e-:<i. 

The library contains about 2,000 volumes, and though not large, is well 
selected and much used. A weekly prayer meeting is held on every Wed- 
nesday evening, and on .Sunday afternoons a Uible clara, conducted by 
the President of the Association, Profe.'i.sor Howard Crosby, f^ach winter 
a serie-i of lectures is delivered before the association, in the different 
churches, by the prominent clergymen of different denominations. The 
annual meeting of the Association occurs on the third Monday of May in 
each year. The present number of members is about one thousand. Ben- 
jamin Lord, Librarian. 



LIBEAEy OF THE 1IEC'HA;;IC.S' IXiTlTLTi:. 

Th'5 Mechanics' Institute was founded in 1830, and incorporated April 
24, 183.3, for the purj^se of promoting the general diffusion of uscfnl 
knovi'ledge among the mechanical classtts. For this purpose a library and 
museum were founded, and classes established in the various brancbe.^ of 
natural philosophy, the physical sciences, and ro'St of the modem lan- 
guago.=. The resources of the institute have been derived from scbool 
fairs, exhibition.?, lectures, assessments of members, &c. The success of 
the institution has not been very flattering. It has met with the usual 
obstacles incident to all new enterprises, but which seem to have had 
more than their ordinary effect in retarding it:-: growth and u.=efulne."ri. 
The library nambcr? about 3,000 volumes, which are badly arranged and 
still more miserably catalogued in a manuscript volume. A new librarian 
has, however, recently be';D appointed, and under his supervision there 
may be a visible improvement. The society also contemplate moving 
from their present rooms, ^^o. 1 Bowery, to a more advantageous* location. 
The terms on which persona may become members, and with their families 
enjoy all the ijrivileg';.' of the library, reading rooms, lectures, &c., are, 
initiation fee, one dollar, and a yearly payment of two dollars; life mem- 
bership is twenty-five dollars. William H. Chase, Librarian. 
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PRIKTERS' FREE LIBEIRY, 
This institution is under the control of the New York Typographical 
Society, which was instituted in 1809, for the purpose of affording relief to 
indigent members and their families. It was incorporated in 1818, re- 
chartered for fifteen years, in 1832, and in 1847, incorporated under the 
general law of the state The library was commenced in 1823, and has 
been chiefly augmented by donations from members and friends of the 
society. Publishers have also contributed a large number of the books. 
This library has been forced to contend with numerous difBculties, the 
most prominent of which has been a doubt, among the members of the 
typographical profession, of its utility. The demonstration which a prac- 
tical example affords has, however, now removed this impediment, and the 
friends of the library Indulge a reasonable hope that their severest difli- 
culties have been surmounted. The Printers' Library enjoys the enviable 
distinction of being the pioneer of free public libraries in this city, ond it 
is to be regretted that they have not more suitable accommodations 
to throw open to the public at all hours. The library was first 
located at No. 300 Broadway, but now occupies lofty rooms at No. 3 
Chambers street, which are only open on Saturday evenings. The library 
contains 3,000 volumes of well selected works in the various departments 
of general literature. The reading room is supplied with most of the city 
newspapers and periodicals. John Craw, Librarian. 



COLLEGE OF PHISICLINS AND SUROiiOKS, 
By an act of the legislature, in 1791, the Regents of the University of 
the State of New York were authorized to establish a College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons in the State; and in 1807, the Kegcnts, by charter, 
created the " College of Physicians and Surgeons in the city of New 
York." The first course of lectures was delivered in the winter of 1&07-8, 
This institution, therefore, occupies a special relation to the Regents of 
the University of the State, for, while all our colleges and higher schools 
make their reports to the Regents, none have been established by them 
except this institution. During the past year the college has removed 
from its old building in Crosby street, and taken possession of its new 
edifice at the corner of Fourtli avenue and Twenty-third street. Hero it 
has lecture rooms of the largest size and most approved construction, dis- 
secting, hospital apartments, i.\:e. The museum and library are also locat- 
ed in the building. The former contains about 5,000 specimens in pathol- 
ogy and demonstrative anatomy. The library numbers about 1,500 
volumes, which, owing to the removal of the college, have not been re- 
cently jiroperly attended to. A librarian has been recently appointed, and 
they are to bo arranged in the new edifice and properly catalogued. 
Gouverueur M. Smith, M-D; Libiarian. 
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IIBEAEY OF AlIEEICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
This library is almost entirely biblical and tlioolosical. It has gniwn 
out of the wants and demands of the society in its work of translating and 
revising the tjcriptures. It has the Bible, or portions of it, in orer one 
hundred different languages and dialects, besides commentaries in English 
and foreign languages, grammatical works, dictionaries, concordances and 
misoellaneous works of various kinds, most of which have been presented 
to it by the friends of the society. Number of volumes, 1,.^00. Rev. Dr. 
Bigham, Librarian. 



PRE-SBYIERIAX BOARD 01? EOBEIG^T MISSIONS. 
This society has a very interesting collection of books at tiieir rooms. 
No. 23 Coulro street. The library was commenced in 1830, and has now 
grown to about 3,000 volumes, without any parlicttlav eifort to bring about 
the result. The books are mostly donations from missionaries in foreign 
lands, friends of the society in this country, and other sourees. It lias a 
good collection of Bibles in nearly all languages, a fair assortment of dic- 
tionaries, grammars, 6cc. The most curious, and a unique collection, is 
about 1,000 volumes of Chinese books, donated to the .society by U. W. C. 
Olyphant, Esq., a merchant of this city. Xo well arranged catalogue of 
the books has ever been published, though one is understood to bo in 
course of preparation. Walter Lowrie, Librarian 



A:vIERIC^X BIBLE USIOS. 

This organization was formed in 1850, having for its primary object the 
re-translation of the Bible. The library contains about -1,000 volumes, 
most of which have been purchased for the purpose of affording the trans- 
lators engaged in revising the Bible the facilities for performing their 
work. Somo of the books are very valuable, and others quite rare. It 
has several editions of the Christian Fathers; Walton's Polyglott Bible, 
a folio in six volumes, published in 1()57; and also, the Paris edition of 
the Polyglott Bible, 1643, in ten volumes, and in seven different languages, 
the Hebrew, Samaritan, Chaldaic, Greek, Syriac, Latin and Arabic. A 
largo portion of the library is composed of lexicons in all languages, [t 
has rooms in the First Baptist Church, corner of Broome and Elizabeth 
streets. Rev. C. A. Buckee, Librarian. 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

This society has rooms at No. 117 Nassau street, where it has a choice 
collection of about 1,000 volumes, oonsisting'of ^ancient and modern edi- 
tions of the Bible, lexicons, &c. V/.'D. Ward, Esq., has charge of it. 
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JIEKCHAKTS' AND CIEEICS' LIBKARY ASSOCIATION. 

Thie institution ^vas foundeLl in 1S53, for tlie- purpose of collecting a 
library, maintaining a reading-room, &"c. The object also seems to have 
been to secure a more down-town location than any otber library now in 
the city; one clause of the constitution prohibits its removal above Rcade 
street, unless with the consent ol two thirds of the members of the associa- 
tion. It has already made considerable progress in the collection of a 
library, at No. 60 William street, where it also maintains a reading room- 
Number of volumes 600. 



AMEMGAN GEOOEAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL SOCIETY. 

This soclet.y was first organized iu 1S52, under the general law of the 
state, aud subsequently re-organized under a special charter granted by 
the legislature on the 12tb of M.ay, ISoi. The object of the society is the 
collection and ditfusioa of geographical and statistical information. Eut 
little has as yet been done toward furnishing a library; it has, probably, 
about 300 volumes mostly relating to topographical science and physical 
geography. It occupies rooms in the !New Yorlc University, in University 
place. Francis L. Hawks, d.d., is President, J. Calvin Smith, Librarian. 



SPINGIEE IXSTITUTE. 
This is an educational institutioa for young ladies; is furnished with an 
important and valuable library of about 2,000 volumes; they are mostly 
books of reference, and have been selected by the Kev. Gorham D. Abbott, 
the principal of the institution, with especial regard for their adaption to 
the purposes of female education. 



RGTGEE'S FE]IL\LE ISSTIUTE. 
This excellent female educational institution, now successfully oonJuoted 
for si.-iteon years, has a fine library of 2,190 valumes, embracing a good 
selection in general literature, history, reference books, &o.; it has also a 
fine ooUoctiou of medals, coins and a small mineralogical cabinet, &c. It 
is located at No. 2()4 Madison street. There is no regular librarian, the 
principal, the Rev. D. C. Van Norman, A.jr., having its general superin- 
tendence. 

LIBRARY OF THE InEW YORK UNIVERSITY. 
The New Vork University hag a library of about 1,000 volumes, mostly 
■works of reference; Professor Howard Crosby is librarian. Besides this 
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library there are two others connected with this institution, one bolonga 
to the Euclein and the other to the Philomatheon Society. The former 
contains about 1,300 volumes and the latter 400. Edward Snyden 13 
librarian of the Philomathean and Thomas Carter of the Euclein. 



AMERIC.VX ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
The object of this society has been the preparation and publication 
of original papers on lethnology. It has a small library and cabinet, and 
occupies rooms in the University. E. Robinson, D. D. President. 



NEW YOIIK E.YPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

This Society was incorporated at the last session of the legislature, and 
something has already been done toward collecting a library. The main 
object of the organization is to collect and preserve books, documents, 
Arc, bearing upon the historical progress of the Baptist denomination. It, 
at present, has acoonimodations at No. 115 Nassau street. David T. 
Valentine, President. R. G. llorton, Librarian. 



CUl' LIBRARY, NO. li, CITY HALL, 

1'Vhereas, The Corporation Library room being nearly completed, and 
as it contains choice and valuable collections, requiring care and super- 
vision, therefore 

Resolved, That the especial care and supervision of the Corporation 
Library be confided to the (^lerk of the Common Council, under the 
general direction of the Committee on Arts, Sciences, and Schools, of both 
Boards. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, April 2, 1849. 

Adopted by the Board of Assistants, June 11, 1849. 

Approved by the Mayor, June 20, 1849, 

In pursuance with the above resolution, the City Library was opened, 
under the immediate control of the Clerk of the Common Council, and 
shortly after a librarian, Mr. Theodore S. Nims, was duly appointed. The 
library is designated particularly for the use of members of both branches 
of the city government, but is open and free to the public at all times. 

The nucleus of the library was the valuable collection of French sta- 
tistical works, presented by Mons. Vattemaro, on behalf of the city of 
Paris, but now contains besides, about 2,000 volumes, consisting of all the 
printed proceedings of the Common Council, since the year 1530; the laws 
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of this stale, and the proceedinga and documents of the legislature, a com- 
plete set of the New York Directories, from the Year 1789; Nlles' Register, 
Striker's Kegister, American Almanac, Valentine's Manual, and History 
of New York, Documentary History of the State, Patent Office Reports, 
Audubon's Birds and Quadrupeds of America, Congressional Globe, and 
numerous other statistical and authoritative works. Theodore S. Nims, 
Librarian. 



RECAPITULATION. 

Vols. 

Astor Library 80,000 

New Yoik Society Library 40,000 

Mercantile Library Association 47,000 

New York Historical Society 25,000 

Apprentices Library IS, 000 

Library of Free Academy i5,000 

New Y^ork Law Institute 6,000 

Library of American Institute 7,.500 

" Columbia College and Literary Society 24,000 

" Union Theological Seminary 24,000 

" Episcopal Theological Seminary 12,000 

" Lyceum of Natural History 3,000 

New Y'ork Hospital 6,000 

" Y''oung Mens' Christian Association 2,000 

" Mechanics' Institute 3,000 

Printers' Free Library 3,000 

Library of College of Physicians and Surgeons 1,500 

'^ American Bible Society 1 ,500 

" Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 3,000 

'^ American Bible Union 4,000 

" American and Foreign Bible Society 1,000 

Merchants' and Clerks' Library Association 600 

New York City Library 2,000 

Library of American Geographical Society 300 

" Spingler Female Institute. 2,000 

Rutgers' " " 2,190 

" New Y'ork University, and Literary Societies 2,700 

Total 336,290 
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INTERESTING DOCUMENTS. 

FEDERAL PROCESSION 

IN nOXOR OF 

THE C X S T I T U T I X OF THE UNITED STATES. 



To testify the animated joy of the citizens of New York, upon finding 
the federal constitution of government ratified hy a sufficient number of 
etates to make it operative, it was determined, that on the twcnty-tiiird 
day of July, 17SS, they should so appear in procession, as to demoustrato 
to the world the pleasure that, in oonsoijucnec of this event, had pervaded 
all ranks and degrees of the community. 

The day having been more than once postponed, in the interesting hope 
that this state,* then in convention, would likewise accede to the union, 
the committee of arrangements found it impossible any longer to oppose 
the patriotic ardour of their fellow-citizens. It was remembered, how- 
ever, that the great object of exultation was not the ratifying of the con- 
stitution by any one particular state, but the already present existence 
of an era in the history of man, great, glorious, and unparalleled, which 
opens a variety of new sovu-ces of happiness, and unbounded prospects of 
national prosperity ! The adoption of the federal plan by this state, 
though not then expected to be immediate, was,, however, with certainty 
considered among those events which time, increasing light, and an over- 
ruling Providence, would bring to our view. 

About 10 o'clock, 13 guns were fired from the federal ship llamiUon, 
being the signal for the prjcession to move; the different bodies of which 
it was composed, having already collected from* their various places of 
meeting. It now set out from the t''ield3,t proceeding down Broadway to 
Great Pock street, J thence through Hanover squ.are, Ciueen,| Chath.aai, 
Division, and Arundel streets; and from thence through Bullock street§ 
to Bayard's house, in the following order : 

HORSEMEN WITH THUMPETS. 

Company of Avtillepy, anil Field Piece. 

After these, the whole procession was marshaled into ten divisions, each 
of which was preceded by a Avhite flag, borno to the honour of tbo tea 
states that had then acceded to the new constitution. 



* This sLito adoptetl the constitution three ilay.? after. 
i Now the Park. 
X Now Pearl street. 
i) Now Broome street. 
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FIRST DmSIOX. 
I'^orcsters wltii Axes. 

Columbus in his ancient dress, on horseback, represented by Captain 
Moore. 

ForeRicra "O'ltli Aios, £:c. 

A plough, drawn by six oxen, eonduoted by Nicholas Crugcr, Esq., in 
a farmer's dress, supporting the Farmer's arms; a flag, \vith a ^heat sboaf 
on the lield, on the hand of which was inscribed, "O Fortunati Agricola!" 
over which was a rising star. 

Two Hen Soniilfi* Gk'aiji. 

A harrow, drawn by two oxen and two horses, conducted by IMr. John 
AVatts, in a farmer's dress. 

A number of grentlemen farmers, with every implement of husbandry, 
displayed in a pleasing manner. 

A new invented threshing machine, (which will thresh and clean seven- 
ty-two bushels of grain in a d;iy,) conducted by Baron Poelnitz, and otlicr 
gentlemen farmers, dressed proper, grinding and threshing grain. 

United States arms, borne by Col. White, on horsebacl:, supported by 
the Cincinnati; the horse beautifully caparisoned, and led by two boys in 
n white uniform. 

A number of gardeners with aprons on, and various implements of hus- 
bandry. 

A Band of Music. 
TfillorB. 

A flag, ten by eleven feet, field sky blue, .i fine landscupo, Adam and 
Eve represented naked, excepting fig leaves lor aprons, ncnrly in full sta- 
ture, in a sitting posture; motto, " And they sewed fig leaves togctlicr;" 
the United States forming a chain or links, upon a large circle, in order as 
they adopted the constitution, and the names of eaeh state in the middle; 
in the centre of the circle, " lyiijority." The sun beaming forth its rays 
upon those states that have acceeded to fcdcrnl measures, lihode Island 
in mourning, General Washington nearly in full stature, holding a parch- 
ment in his hand, with this inscription, " The federal constitution." The 
federal eagle, with its wings expanded, soaring towards the sun: the, 
whole hung in a largo frame, with golden knobs at the tops of the poles, 
carried by two standard bearers, and supported by two men, one upon eaeh 
side of the flag, with fine blue and white cord, .and elegant tassels in their 
hands. The flag preceded by a committee of six, three and three, joined 
together by white handkerchiefs, with buff and blue sashes, and blue and 
buff cockades; followed by Mr. John Elliot, President, with a blue and 
buff sash and cockade; two of the committee, with buff and blue sashes 
and cockades, on each side of the President; followed by the rest of their 
branch, all wearing blue and buff Loockades. The order closed by Mr. 



John. Banks. ^ ic^-Prtsident;, ^ith a saah and cockade like the Pr^sidect'i, 
and two o£cir;. vrith. buff and blue sa=]ie= and cockades^ tliree flank o&r 
cers, a= aijurants, dressed in saslies and cockade:, TTL:ii Trbiis rattan? in 
their handi The sashes and cc'jka^es eaihlematical of th; staff tmiform 
of the American army. 

Measurers of Grain. 
An ensign with a. fj^, representing the head of.Gen&rai V'- G.-=i:Li':or. in 
the cC'Stre. ornatnented with thirteen itripee and thirteen 5Lar:. vnth. thi3 
motto : " His ETcellenoy General V.'aih'iJgrGr. ;" on the opro^'re 5ide, the 
head of Col. Hamilton, beautifullv painrei: in the centre, a d^Tiee repre- 
^iui'iTig the measares lued in the business, on one 5'.de of Trhich was in- 
i;Tlbed. ii. 'Mpi^.al;. " Ec'uLiT," snrronnded vri:h these IiL.e= ; 
■'■ Feieral mo;.~"j.r-:-£. as.! ni--i;"rt= troc. 

Two £hip>, one discharging ;a.?. and the other taking in grain: a store, 
with a Ei'irchant in front, vi-jwiLg, with a sjjv-glass, a French ship enter- 
ing the harbour under full sail: on the reverse, the same, except the 
-■■lavor cf the City in the plaoo of Col. Hamilton. The order headed by 
ilr. Van Ijvke. 

3IlUers— Xo Retnra- 

Inspector* of Flonr — Xo £ctiim. 

Bakers* 

Headed by two masters, Messrs, John Ciuai-kinbo? and Frrderick Sty- 
mets. 

Ten boys, drC5=ed in white, with blue Haslies, each of thcni carrying a 
large rose, decorated with rarioos colotired ribands. 

Ten journeymen, dressed in white, with blue sashes, carryiiig imple- 
ments of the craft. 

A UagBy drawn by two bay fwrsts dtcorated. 

Four masters, with the federal loaf, ten feet long, twenty-seven inches 
in breadth, and eight inches in beighLh,. with the names in full length of 
the tea states which have ratiSed the constitution, and the initial letters 

of the other three.* 

A flag, repre;eniing the declension cf trade under the cid confederation. 
Motto, 

" When in cc'n:\iii:n I wj= made, 
"U-iihoi; r: m-Iutlm wis I laid; 
But hopfl the feieral OFens may 
My sinkLing' frame fzll wc-H rexjay."' 

On the rever-c, the representation of their trade in a flourishing eitua- 

tion, with two ovens. Motto, 



' B^>ei of one whola barrel cf fv'ir. 
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" "We are weil IjuUtj both sound and tight, 
We hope to serve the ships in sight, 
With the hest bread, bali'd with good flour, 
When congress have the federal power." 

In the centre, the spread eagle and crown, holding on the loft the old 
confederation, on the right, the new constitution; Fnme, with her trum- 
pet, over it; followed by eighty masters, journeymen and apprentices, with 
white aprons. 

ErcworB. 

A standard, carried by Mr. Samuel Boyer, ornamented with the brew- 
ers arms, proper, barley sheaves and porter casks, encircled with hop vines; 
crest, an eagle with extended wings, holding a thermometer in his beak. 
Motto, " Home brewed." The federal brewery; a horse and dray loaded, 
in full speed to Bunker's Hill; and other devices suitable to the occasion. 

Messrs. A. Lispenard, Appleby and Matlaok, with each an elegant gilt 
mashing oar in hand, and barley heads in their hats, followed by two 
horses and drays, ornamented with hop vines and barky. First dray loaded 
with a store cask, containing three hundred gallons of ale, a porter cask 
and barrel; on the top of the large cask was fixed a ton, with a living 
Bacchus, a very handsome boy, of eight years old, dressed in flesh col- 
oured silk, sewed tight round, from his chin to his toes; a cap, orna- 
mented with bop vines and barley, a silver goblet in his hand, drinking 
and huzzaing the whole day with the greatest cheerfulness, performing 
bis part to admiration. Below bim sat Silecus, attendant on Bacchus, on 
a porter hogshead. Motto, " Ale, proper drink for American.s.'* 

Second dray, loaded with porter casks and hop bags, followed by brew- 
ers and maltsters, with mashing oars, malt shovels, &c., twenty in num- 
ber, ornamented with barley and hop vines in their hats. 

Dlstlllerfl— ?t'o Ketum. 

sECO>rD nmsiON. 

Coopers. 

Thirteen apprentice boys, thirteen years of age,* dressed in white shirts, 
trousers and stockings, the trousers drawn at the ancle with a green rib- 
and, their hats ornamented with thirteen pillars, coloured green and 
white, with ten branches springing from them, representing the ten states 
which have adopted the constitution, decorated with an oak branch and 
green riband; a kegf carried under the left arm, slvmg with a broad green 
riband, with a bow of the same, green and white, on their right shoulder, 
round their right arms a green and white riband with a bow; each boy 
carrying a white oak branch in his right hand, and wearing white leather 
aprons. Headed by Mr. Peter Stoutenburgh, carrying a small flag, with 
the Coopers' coat of arms. Motto, *' Love as brethren." 



* Charles Devoc, &c. 

-f Neatly bound with white hoops. 
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Forty-two apprentices, dressed clean, with a green oak branch in their 
hats, and carrying a branch in their riglit hand. 

The stage, drawn by four bay horses, dressed witli ribands, and deco- 
rated with green oak bows. On the stage was erected a standard, with a 
flag ten feet square, representing trade and commerce; a federal cooper- 
age; Coopers at different kinds of work; the Coopers' coat of arms. 
Motto, " Love as brethren." Workmen at work on the stage, Mr. John 
Post, master. On the stage, a cask that had been put up during the ses- 
sion of the convention at Philadelphia, and which wanted repair; but not- 
withstanding one of the best workmen belonging to the branch was indus- 
triously employed great part of the time of the procession, it was found 
impracticable : this branch, considering this emblematical of the old con- 
federation, determined to make a new cask,* representing the new consti- 
tution, which was done according, while the procession was marching.f 

Next the stage was one hundred and thirty-eight masters and journey- 
men coopers, their hats decorated with green oak boughs, carrying an oak 
branch in their right hand, the rear brought up by Mr. Daniel Dunscomb, 
carrying a small flag, the same as in front. The order conducted by two 
masters, wearing green and white cockades, and each carrying a green 
hoop-pole, with the leaves left on the upper end. 
Butchers. 

Headed by Mr. J otham Post, Alexander Fink, John Lovel, and Jacob 
J. Arden; a flag of fine linen, neatly painted, displayed; on the standard, 
the coat of arms, viz : three bullock's beads, two axes cross-ways, a boar's 
head, and two garbs, supported by an ox and a lamb; motto, 
" Skin me well, dress me neat, 
And send mo 'board the federal fleet." 

A slaughter-house, with cattle drest, and killing; a market, supported 
by ten pillars, one pill.ar partly up; under it was written, " Federal Mar- 
ket supported by ten," in gold letters. Federal Butchers; a ship, with 
smaller vessels . The standard carried on a stage drawn by four bright 
bay horses, dressed with ribands; a boy dressed in white rode and oon- 
ductedeach. On the stage, a stall, neatly furnished, two butchers and 
two boys on the stage at work, splitting the lambs, &c., followed by one 
hundred of the branch drest with clean white aprons, and steels on; a band 
of music; two banners, with the proper coat of arms; motto, "Federal 
Butchers," one in the front, supported by Mr. William Wright; one in the 
rear, supported by Mr. John Ferine. A capital bullock, of a thousand 
weight in his quarters, roasted whole by the Butchers for the honour of the 
day, was presented to the procession in general . 

Tanners nnd Curriers. 

Arms on the flag; Azure, a flesher, and a eurrying-knifo; or, crest, a 
bull's head, horned; or, supporters, on the dexter side, a Tanner in his 



» As emblematical of the new Constitution. 

t This Cask held good old Jamaica, for the Coopers, many years after. 
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froek and trousers, holding in his dexter hand a Tanner's skimmer, pro- 
per; on the sinister, a Currier in liis working dress, apron turned up, hold- 
ing in his sinister hand a ourrying-knife, proper, a sun rising from beneath 
the union flag. Motto, " By union we rise to splendor." Behind all, an 
oak tree. 

Sklnnerg, Svocclics Makers, and Glovcm. 

Headed by Messrs. Alsop Hunt, Benjamin Gatfield, James Mathers, 
Leonard Rogers, and James Hays; a flag of cream coloured silk, borne by 
James Mott and John Peal, supported by Henry Frederic and Jacob 
Grindlemeyer; coat of arms, a pair of breeches and three gloves, supported 
by two rampant bucks; crest, a buck's head; a green field, with a ewe 
and two lamb.5, one lying down, the other standing. Motto, " Americans, 
encourage yonr own manufactures;" followed by thirty-one of the trade, 
in buckskin waistcoats, faced with bine silk, breeches, gloves and stock- 
ings, with a buck's tail in their hats. To these, Mr. W. Thompson, the 
parchment manufacturer, attached himself, with a standard of parchment, 
and the inscription, " American manufactured." 

TI-HKD DIVISION. 
Cordwalncrs. 

Headed by Mr. James M'Cready, who supported a small flag represent- 
ing the arms of the craft; motto, *' Federal Cordwainers;'' followed by 
twelve masters, representing twelve states. 

A stage, drawn by four white horses, with two postillions in livery; a 
shop on the stage, with ten men diligently prosecuting their business, em- 
blematical of tho ten states that have adopted the constitution, with colors 
extended over the whole length of the shop, representing, in front, his 
Excellency General Washington coming out of the state house at Phila- 
delphia, and presenting the constitution to Fame; she receiving it stand- 
ing in her Temple, and ready to proclaim it to an astonished world ! On 
tho reverse, a full view of our own harbour, with the arrival of a ship with 
Crispin, who is joyfully received by St. Tammany. 

Then followed the main body, three hundred and forty men. Mr. An- 
t'nony Bolton in tho rear, with a small flag, as in front, 

FOURTH DIVISION. 
Carpenters. 
Four masters, with each a rule in his hand; Yiee-President, with a blue 
riband at his breast, with a scale and dividers, and a drawing square in 
his hand; secretary and treasurer, with a green sash and architect book in 
their hands; the apprentices in sections, each bearing a white wand of five 
feet long in his hand; the standard borne by eight journeymen with red 
sashes, representing, under the standard of the United States, a portraiture 
of General Washington: motto, " Freedom's favorite Son." Two Corin- 
thian pillars, supporting a pediment half finished, expressive of the yet 
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unsettled state of the Union; under this, thirteen pillars, gilt, united by 
one entablature, with a purple riband; ton of them bearing the names of 
the states, in the order of their adopting the new constitution. A motto 
on the frieze, " The Love of our Country preyails;" in the pediment a 
shield; motto, " Honour God." 

The journeymen in sections; the masters in sections; the President with 
a blue riband at his breast, with scale and dividers, and a star or union on 
his left breast, and a drawn square in his hand. Four masters, with two 
feet rules in their hands, two hundred and two rank and file. 

Furrlera. 

Messrs. LtOt Merkel, and John Siemon, carrying a white valuable fox 
akin, manufactured; followed by an Indian, properly accoutred, with the 
dress and habiliments of bis nation, as just coming out of the woods, 
loaded with various kinds of raw furs, as if bringing them for sale; followed 
by journeymen, each of them carrying furs and manufactures, the produce 
of this country. Likewise, a horse, with two bears, each sitting on a pack 
of furs, led by an Indian in a beaver blanket and round hat with black 
feathers, followed by two journeymen furriers in their working habits, 
with master aprons, their coats trimmed with black martins, their hats 
decorated with black feathers and white cockades. 

A red flag, on which a tyger, as large as life, was displayed, and above 
it a large muff of real ermine, as an emblem of the craft; followed by two 
journeymen in like habits as the first. In the rear of these, came Mr. 
Lyon Jonas, dressed in a superb scai-let blanket, and an elegant cap, orna- 
mented with a beautiful plumage, smoking the Indian pipe and tomahawk. 
llattcra. 

Preceded by ten men in their working dresses, ornamented with blue 
sashes, and carrying bows, decorated with blue ribands. The flag, dis- 
playing the emblems of the branch, on a blue field, supported by two mas- 
ters. Journeymen and apprentices, followed by. masters, being sixty in 
number, with blue cockades and blue aprons, headed by Mr. Walter 
Bicker. 

Peruke-makers and HalrdrcBserii. 

To the number of forty-five. Standard and flag. The arms, a wig in 
quarters, and three razors on the top of the arms. The amicable society 
of peruke-makers. Motto, " May we succeed in our trade, and the union 
protect us,'' 

Two small flags on a barber's pole, ten links in each, emblematical of 
the ten adopting states. 

Artificial Florists. 

Hear of the fourth division brought up by the Artificial Florists, carry- 
ing a white flag, ornamented on the edges with artificial flowers, with 
thirteen blue stars, three of which drooping, representing the three states 
that had not adopted the constitution, supported by two boys in white, 
with blue sashes, and their heads set off with feathers. Motto, " Floreati 
America." 
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FIFTH division:. 
WhItcHmltliH. 

Cari-ying an elegant pedestal of open scroll-work, supporting the arms of 
the trade, Vulcan's arm and hand hammer. Motto in gold, 

'■ By hammer and haiul, 
All arts do stand." 

Eelow, the name of the trade, embellished with gold ornaments in swags 
of laurel; a highly polished finished lock was herein likewise exhibited, 
with a key at entrance. Oygv the same a bell rung continually during the 
procession, and at the top a finished jock, kept likewise in motion by the 
wind; followed by the masters singly, then two warden.^, masters, journey- 
men, and apprentices, all with blue cockades. 

Cutlers. 

Two master cutlers, wcarlug breastplates, and drill-bows in their hands, 
and green silk aprons, embellished with the company's arms, richlj- painted, 
bound with red riband. 

Four journeymen with green baize apron?, bound with red riband, and 
the company's arms. 

Four apprentices, with green baize aprons, bound with red riband. 

Coiifeetloiic)'?. 

Bacchus s cup, made of sugar, richly ornamented, four feet six inches in 
circumference; round the goblet's eds^c the inscription, *' The Federal 
Confectioners." the letters of different colonrs, sugar-plumbs in the cnp; 
the federal cake, ornamented with preserved fruit, made and cnrricd by 
Mr- Pryor. 

Ktoiio ^Ititiotis. 

Flag; on the front an elegant plan of the President's (of Congress) 
house; at a distance was displayed a remote view of the temple of fame, 
supported with thirteen pillar.s, ten finished, and three unfinished; over the 
temple these words inscribed : 

'■ The foundation i^^ firm, the Tnalorials are good, 
Each pillnr cemented witli ])atr!Ot"^ blooii.'' 

Over the centre of the flag a spread eagle; below the temi^lc, a gentleman, 
and a stone mason showing him a draught of the temple; between tlie 
president's house and the temple; a grove of trees, and an elegant walk. 

On the reverse, an elegant figure of the master mason; over his bea4 
was displayed the American flag, with the mason's cont of arms; at a dis- 
tance a mason's shop in a shade of trees, a man at work in it; at a little 
distance, two men cutting stone; near the bottom of the flag, a man 
sawing marble, with a number of blocks and tools of all kinds lying round. 

The order, consisting of thirty-two, headed by Mr. George Lindsay and 
William M*Kinney. 
25 
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Bricklayti's. 

Prececlecl by Mr. John !\rComb, one hundred and two in number, sup- 
porting a flfig, representing, under the colours of the United States, a 
medallion of His Excellenc}' General Washicgtou, encircled with laurel; 
in the centre, the bricklnyei"s arms. Motto, " In God is all our trust." 
Over the arms, a riband, written, *' The Amicable Society of Bricklayers," 
all in gold letters; on the lower part of the fiug, a building with scaffold- 
ing, and men at work, attended with labourers. The whole painted on 
white silk. 

Painters* and Clazicrft' Flaff. 

A view of a street with a number of buildings, one nearly painted, and 
a man in the attitude of painting on a ladder, the front of a house; a ship, 
and a man painting the stern; a pillar with ten stripes circular; above the 
pillar the union flag, standing on the platform, supported by ten pillfirE, 
three pillars lying down underneath; in the two lipper corners, two men in 
eacb, at difFi;rent work, painting and glazing; in the centre of the two, the 
arms of the painters and glaziers. Anns, or three shields gulc; on the 
first a hammer, proper; in the second a diamond; in the third alcderkin; 
on the two upper shields a rule; in the centre of the field a paint pot and 
brush; crest, a gla=s cap; Supporters, on the dexter side, a man holding ti 
pillar and pencil; on the sinister, a man holding a sash frame. IMotto, 
"iVlaywc .succeed." Over tho two poles that supported the banner, a 
scroll, surmounted with a star; this motto, 'Olay Trade Floinish and In- 
dustry be Jlewarded." 

CaTiinct Alakcrs. 

Headed by Messrs. C'armor, Rucker and Anderson. Robert Carter, 
bearing the arms of the profession, followed thirty apprentices, ^our 
abroi'St; twenty journeymen in the same order. 

Stage drawn by horses, on which, during the march, a cradle and table 
were completed; ou the stuge, colours fixed, representing a furniture ware- 
house, where the different species of tbcir craft were displaj'cd. blotto, 
*' Unity with Foititude." Sixteen master workmen, four and four, closed 
the order. 

Wlntleor uiid ISiish Chair Mnkcr^. 

Headed by Messi-s. Thomas and William Ash, of the Windsor, and 
Jacob Suiitli and jNIr. Dow, of the rush chair manufactory'", followed bv 
sixty men, with green and red cockades in their hats, emblematical of 
their business; tho standard, borne by two mon,=^' representing* a large 
manufactory ?hop, ^-ith a number of workmen at work; in front of the 
shop, a view of ihe river, sc\eral vessels bound to different parts, taking in 
chairs; boys carrying them to the wharves; in one corner, the American 
union; in the other, the chair maker's arms; a. turning lathe, and two 
Windsor chairs properly emblazoned. Motto, *' Free Trade." 
'■The Federal c-tatcs in uuion bonnd, 
O'er all the worid our chnirs a.clouud." 



* Fiaucis TiUoa, &c. 
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iTory Tiirnci'9 and MuAlcal Instrument Mntcrs. 

Headed hy iMr. Ahasuerus Turk, and .other masters of the above busi- 
ness, two and two. Tho.y boro a beautiful standard; in the upper part was 
the figure of Apollo, (ihe god of music,) sitting in the cloud.s p^-'iying on 
a lyrc^ round bis head were brilliant ravsof gold. In a festoon, from 
Apollo to the corners, and down the sides, hung the different instruments 
of music, in the manner of trophies. Underneath Apollo, was America, 
standing hand in hand with Europe, Asia, and Africa, puiblematicnl of 
love anfl friendship with all the world, 

'' Piviuc Apollo strikes his sficrod lyre, 
Our breath he filU with true fedonil Ore ; 
All Jiature .■=mile.-: cm (liis ;uirpiciou5 (.Iny, 
AVhen ln\'n ;uul frieutlsliip join tUe new a?r:i." 

Motto, " Federal Musical Instrument Makers." 

J>riim JUnkcvH. 

A flag; drum maker's arms; two drums in the corners; a sheaf of flax in 
the centre at top; a huub underneath; on the left of the arms, an oak tree; 
on the right, a man leaning on the arms, rc]>rcsenting !ijo drum mrikor. 
Motto, " Federal Drum Makers.*' 

" Thu' pciiccably inclniM we are, 
LcL us prepare, lest Iherc be war; 
Our enemies may overromo, 
Slio:.il(.l we neglect tlic federal dTurii." 

Upli ols tore 1-8 . 

Accompanying the federal cbair of state, a most elegant exhibition, each 
carrying a banner ornamented with fringe, painted to represent the differ- 
ent articles of their business. Ten of these were topped witli brilliant 
stars, and three with stars obscured in different degrees. The federal 
chair was carried upon a handsome stage, covered with the richest carpet; 
over it stood a magnificent cnnopy, nineteen foct high, overlaid with blue 
satin, decorated with beautiful festoons, fringe, .Jcc., and various emblem- 
atical figures. On the right stood a comely lad,* in the character of Lib- 
erty, suitably dressed, and bearing her staff and cap, with a roll of parch- 
ment, inscribed, " Federal Constitution, 178S." On the left, another, in 
the character of justice, carrying the swurd and balance. On the back of 
the chair were seen two angels elevating a laurel wreath, with this molto, 
" The reward of virtue," and on its top stood the bird s.'iered to Mincrvn. 
On the highest part of this beautiful canopy stood the American eagle with 
expanded wings, supported by a globe representing the United States; a 
variety of other emblematical circnmstances might be noted, such as two 
watchful tygers, in a recumbent posture, intimating the nece=savy union of 
strength and prudence. On the front of the stage, a banner, representing 
Fame in a flj^ng posture, carrying the constitution, was supported hy one 



* John Dc Grusho. 
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in the habit of a native American, bui riehly decorated -with feathers, 
plnmos, &c. The motto, " May the Federal Constitution be supported by 
Lil?cvty and Justice."* 

Lncc and Fringe WcnTci-s. 
Ileiirint!: orange colours, elevated on a gilt standard, ornamented by their 
own manufiictury; the device, an angel iiolding out a scroll withtlie words, 
^' Fedoral Constitution," and undcrnentli, 

•■ never let it perish in your Ilands^, 
r:nt ]iiou.^ly transmit it to your cliildren." 

Paper Stniiicrs. 

A flag difplaj'ed, representing a piece of paper of a verditure blue 
ground, printed ivitli a figure of General "Washington, with the words 
" Xew Yoik ilannfiietuve," in blue letters, on a gold ground, borne by 
Wr. John Colics, attended by an apprentice in a coat and enp of paper 
Ineed Willi bordering, and others carrying decorated tools. In the centre 
of the fl^is; an oval figure, including ten golden stars, for the ten ratifying 
stiiti's; and on the exterior, three stars in silver, representing the states 
that h.'ive not acee.lod to the constitution. On the borders of the flag, 
" ITndcr this constitution we hope to flourish." 

Civil li^iij^liiccrtj. 

Giirrying a design for erecting a dock for building and repairing men 
of wnr nnd ond other large vessels. 

Sl.XTIT niVI.'SIOX. 
SliEpwrltflitR* riaff. 

In front a large o.nl; tre?, n, ship in frame, with pieces of timber !yin>r 
prorai.-ii-ously. Noah's ark .Thove, with the motto, " The bulwark of a 
nation." On the extended corner, .'in eye. 

Rln<.ksniltli5 nnd >"atlors. 

Afl;igwith two smitlis' shops represented; in. one, a number of men 
forging an anchor; in the other, men shoeing a liorsc and making nails, 
llieir eo.nt of .irias, three hammers crowned; over which was seen an 
c.nglc; under, the words, "The new constitution." E.-tween the two 
sliopi', a l.irge :inchor. Jlofto, 

'■Fnrcit' mo strnnp", fini^li me neat. 

I sonu shall moor a federal fleet. ■■ 

A man witli his arm extended, with a hammer, in it. with this motto: 

'' IjV hammer in hand, 

Al! arts dostimd.'' 

The number, one hundred and twenty, in order, headed by Sir. John 
M'liain. During the march the blacksmiths exerted themselves in the 
federal cause. They began and almost completed an anchor upon the 



=5- Prepared by WilHiim Jlooney, Upholsterer, 
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stage, besides making a number of other article.s as hookti and thimbles, 
horse-shoes, nails, ^g. 

A flag, with their arms; in the fiekl vaiiuus instrumenis of the f^iatr 
tlispliiyecl, crested with a sbiij, and ornamented. IMotto, 

■■ Our mrrcliant^ mny vciiUire to ship without fcii', 
Fof pilots of skill shfil] Iho Hamilton btoqr. 
This Federal ship will our commerce i-cvive, 
Anri merchant.^, and shipwiight.^, aiirl joinel■.-^ sli;ill iliiiv^'; 
On the occiui of time shcVs nbout to ^d.^^ail. 
I";^it- Frociiom her coiiipa.s.=, aiul Concord llie ^■;de,'' 

ISoiit Uiilldcrs. 

Headed by two masters. 13argc rowed by projxn- baijrcmen in proper 
dreds. Fhig, field, thirteen stars and stripes; a print of Ills KxccUoncy 
General Washington, and under him a boat building, nxe and addiee 
across, and drawing knife and plane. JMotto, 

= ■ Accept, great chief, that share of hononr'a praise, 
A gratcrul people to yonr mcri'. pay>: 
Vcr.'io is too moan your ^-irtiio.^ to display, 
And words too weak oor meaning to couvi\\-.'' 

Tlic Block and Piiiiip Makci-»>. 

Finished a pump, turned three dozen sheaves and pins, made thirteen 
blocks, sheaved and pinned complete, on the stage during; the procession. 
A flag, with thirteen different kinds of blocks painted in an oval form, a 
pump boring in the centre. JMot to, " May our induetr}- ever recommend 
us to employment under the Federal Government." 

A ship off the stocks with only her lower masts in. Motto, 
" Bloclc nio well, my spars sheave nerit, 
And join mo to our Federal fleet.*' 

Sull Mukei'-a. 

A stage drawn by four horses, on which was displayed their fiag, repre- 
senting the flag of the United States; dirccti}' btdow, the ship Now Con- 
iititution under full sail; in the centre of the fliig. Colonel Hamilton, the 
new constitution in his right hand, and the confederation in his loft; Fame, 
with a trumpet, and laurels to crown him; under, this motto; 
" Let Kteadiuc.-?3 our sIljijs piu'.-iut'. 
May justice he our giiiile; 
The Feilcral plan wc keep in view; 
"Wo faU if we divide." 

Below this, on the left, the inside of a sail-loft; the master workmau 
cutting out sails, with men at work. On the right of thiy, a view of a 
river; a ship at anchor, representing Commerce; a boat taking in sails to 
carry on board; the outside of a sail-loft;, at which men are reefing sailn. 



Duriu;^ the procession Wij?i finislied on the st;i<.^i:, a, Khii/» farc-lo];>-aififtt- 
.sl;iy-«ail, a steering s:.'ill cut out, on wbich \v;i- .'■f;Wf:d abftiit Uliy-slx yardr;, 
which ■was T'Crforraed by four men in wliliu sliijt^ inid t roii.^(;r.", their 
Hireves tlL'i up uilfi bine- lilcind The re/iiain-L.-F of the br;ir,.:h (thirty- 
Hiivi;ii in iiiirubi.'i J followeil tlie .'it.'rgi:, iMiTyiiifr in" thrjli- hfrr'tl,-; yiirfJ:-'. a.i]il 
in»'U.-i.in; ViucH, &.<%, the boy^ drchHci in eauvfi.'^-i v^-ts and tj-ouM;i,s, a bli.n- 
«;i^h liiid round tli'-ir wai.stf*, and ;i. pirn; braneh in lli'.-ir hit-, Avitli blue 
riljaiid.-;; in Hi'; biimclj tiri Kt.'iis, in honor of the ten :^talc.- tlial, havf^ 
adopted the ronhtilntiotj. Headed ?jy Mr, ()i:i)v<:}: AV'urner. 

Tlie whob' iitiiiibtr, T'-i t} -oijf:, with blue nbiiini.-; in tlieir baLrt, Uvfj 
dniiurnero uiid fili.-r.-^, ;i flai; with thirhjeii :-:l.iipi.--: iiiid Ihii U.-'-u .-tm?^, and a 
.ship jii.-jt from the f^Mi i-eoLcj t', with men heaving her bjifuiaHt in with i h>* 
windlafi'jf, am.l a I'rj'^'iir^^ loft on the ivliarf, with soxcn jji'mi aL work, three 
of thi.iu ^^-^^rviriL' a rope; ono wlfii a bowl of f.niKli, diinklo;.'; f-Mcei.-.-i.'i to thr^ 
nirw eonitltiition. A eai fman, with a eai t load of rop'^ at tho left door; 
Funic, witli a frnio|ji;f, ioniidin;/ ** Fcdci al It ifr;:rf.T .-;'' ihr^ [i;ofio, 
■'Fit. liK; well, and )i;r m-; i;";(l, 
Aitri juin )no !o the I-'jfJet j) Ilcct.*'' 

On th'j other side, a *;bip almost finished, with men at worka)«di, ; like- 
wi:^e, a i-l;^'^\ii<:^ loft, ^^ ith lui.n at woik. A eartman takin;; out a gaij;r of 
r);-';_'iiiL5 from tho loft; the iijoi.to, 

'■ Xow T .''.ni ri^'^'f-il, botii s'C-.-it, -infl -iron^r. 
And Join^TJ to the rr-'lor;d rljjo,.-/' 

Tiie standard borne by Mr. Jliehard Clark. 
J^KVEXTH ld\I-fON. 
Fcdcrfil i^hip Uainllton. 

A frigate of Llnriy two ;:ui]^, twenty-heven fiM.t- l;eel, and L<;n b.et bcauj, 
with gallt^rii-s, and everything complete and in proportifui, both in hull 
and rijL'giii;^': manned witli upwards of thirty seamen and marine/', in their 
different uniforms: commanded by CoLniuodoir: Nitbul-,011, and drawn by 
ten bor^cv. 

At til r; hoar t'l.pointed for llie pro'ji^j^^ion to move, thirteen gunrt were 
fired from tho ^hip an n eignal for marching. !^hc then got under way, 
with Lcr top->:aIla a-trip, and eonrsesi in the brnil.^, ijrocceding in the centre 
of the procc-.^ion. When abrca-jt of lif-aver-Jitjfjr.-t, ghc ni.ide the proper 
:ignal for a pilot, by holtting a j;tck ut tho fore topnia-L-liead, and fu jog 
agmi. The pilot boat appeared uijou hor weather 'pifirter, the frigate 
threw her matn-top5ail to thn mast; the boat hailed, and a:dced tho ncci.'.s- 
sary rpae-tionij the pilot wa.s rr:('ijivrjd on board, and the boat di.Tmi.sHtd. 
The frigrite then filled, anrl nio\-.;d abrea -.t of the fort, where the crew di- 
covered the prc:-/Mh:iit aod mcmber,« of congre.^.H. f^he immediately brought 
to and fired a salute of thirteen gutia, which was followed by three chcera, 
and politely answered by thu gentlemen of congrcfis. The x^roees^.^ioii then 
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moved; when Ihe ship oame opposite to Mr. Constable's, the crow dis 
covered at the ^vindo\7, M rs. Edgar, who had generoitaly honoured the ship 
with the present of a suit of of silk colours; immediatelj' tliey manned ship 
and gave three cheers. When she arrived abreast of the Old slip, she was 
paluled by thirteen guns from his Most Catholic M- jcsty's pacUet, then in 
the hurbour, which was politely returned, u he then made sail, and pro- 
ceeded through Queen-street* to the Fipld.=i.t wlien squalls came on, and 
the wind ahead, she beat to windward by short tacks, in which the pilot 
displayed his skill in navigation, heaving the lead, getting ready for stays, 
putting the helm a-lee, by bincing and counter bracing the yards, &c. In 
the riolds, she had to descend several hills, in raising which she afforded a 
dolightl'ul prospect to the spectators, her topsiiils appearing first, and 
then iter hrdl, in iniitalion of a ship at sea; exhibiting an .'^jipearance be- 
yond description splendid and uiojestic. When she arrived at her station 
abreast of the dining tables, she clued up lier topsails, and came to, in 
close order with^hc rest of the procession, the officers going ashore j to 
dine. At four o'clock, she gave the signal for marching, by a discharge 
of thirteen guns, when the procession moved by the lower ro.Td.§ The 
manner in which the ship made her passage through the narrow part of 
the road was highly interesting and satisfactory, being obliged to run 
under bor fore top-sail, in ft Equall, and keep in the line of procession; 
this was accomplished with great hazard, by the good conduct of the com- 
mander, and the assiduity of the seamen and pilot; she arrived at her 
moorings abreast of the Bowling Green at half past live, amidst the 
acclamations of thousands; and the different oiders in procession, as soon 
as they were dismissed, honoured her with three cheers, as a mark of ap- 
probation for the good conduct of the commodore and his crew. 
Pilot ll«at. 
Eighteen feet in length, and four feet in breadth, commanded by Mr. 
Edward Wilkie, with four lads; embellished with two flags, representing 
the Eighthouso, Highlands, Btalen-Island, and the sea; ships going in and 
out, tiie pilot boats attending them; drawn on a wagon by two horses. 

Pilots, 
aifli'ine Soc-ietj". 

President with a gold anchor at his left breast, suspended by a blue 
riband, and two vice presidents, treasurer, secretary and attorney. Stand- 
ard bearer, with a white sdk flag, representing a ship oast on shore; a dead 
body floating near her; a woman and children in great distress, lamenting 
the sad catastrophe, are oon.soled by Hope, leaning with one hand on a 
lar^c anchor, and pointing with the other to Charity, who holds a chart, 
inscribed, " New-York Marine eociety;" in the upper part, handsomely 

«Now Pearl street. 

.fNtwdioParl;. 

J Now Broorae-street, and in a lino with Mott-street. 

(} Now Broadway. 



oinamented, is written, "Murine Society, stateof Now- Vork;" in the lower, 
in gold letters, the societies' motto, " To Charity add Knowledge." 

Former Ofllcci's— Sstaudiiiff Coiiiuilttee. 

Society and strangers; masters of vessels, four abreast. 

Printers, Itook ISiudcrn mid Stittioucr?>. 

Preceded by Messrs. Hugh Gaine and Samuel Loudon, on horsebaelc. 

The staudiud altcruateiy supported by Me.-ns. Bryce, Carroll, Harriton 
and Purdy. 

A handsome stage, drawn by lour horses. Upon tlio singe, the federal 
printing-press complete; ease.^, and other typographical implements, witli 
pressmen and compositors at work. During the procc.-ision, many hundred 
copies of a song and an ode, adapted to the occasion, were struck off, and 
distributed, by Messrs. A. M'Lcan and J. iiussel, among the multitude. 

A small Hag on the top of the press, on which was inscribed the word 
"Publius," in gold letters. 31r. John Loudon, representing a herald, 
mounted on the bacli of the press, dressed in a flowing robe, and a cap, oji 
which were written the words, " The Liberty of the Press;" with a brazen 
trumpet in the right hand, proclaiming, " The epocba of Liberty and .1ns- 
tice," pending from the mouth of the trumpet. In the left hand, a parch- 
ment scroll, representing the new constitution. The master Priuter.s, 
Booksellers and Bookbinders, with their journeymen and apprentices, four 
abreast, following the stage. 

Dcxcripiioii of ike Standard. 

Fame, blowing her trumpet, and supporting the medalUon of his excel- 
lency Doctor Franklin ; Liberty attending, holding her cap over his head ; 
the electric fluid darting from below; on the upper corner, the union flag, 
and Stationers' arms; and below, the J^ibie and federal constitution, re- 
presenting the religious and civil constitution of our country. Motto.-, 

1st. " Ars artiuin omnium conscrvatrix." 

2d. " ^lay the liberty of the Prcs.s be ini'iolably preserved, as the palla- 
dinm of the constitution, and the centincl of freed.oni." 

And surrounding the medallion of his excellency Doctor Franklin, the 
following words: " Where liberty dwells, there is my country." 

EIGHTH lilV];;i(l,\-. 
Cartiiicii. 
A cart painted red, with the ^rords, '• Federal cart," in white letters ; 
ornamented with green boughs, and drawn by an elegant bright bay horse, 
neatly caparisoned, and " Union" inscribed under each car ; driven by Mr. 
Edward Fowler, dressed in a white fi-oik and overalls, with a blue sash 
and white bow. On the cart wcs erected a standard, with a broad flag; 
one side representing Murray's wharf, Stewart and Jones's store, and three 
vessels discharging and taking in cargoes; carts passing and repassing; the 
harbour; a view of Long Island; the rising sun; a vessel under sail, named 
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the " Federal Ship Hamiltun;" a coat of arms; inollo, " Ey this wo live," 
in yellow letteis. On the revL'rse, Jones's wharf and ftoie-hovifi?^, with a 
view of the river. Long Island, horses and carts, the risiuj sun, and fedcial 
.ship; over which, on both sides, were these lines : 
■• Uohold tlio Ffaertil ship of Ian,, , 
The Hauiiltun we call her iiaine: 
To evoi-y craft .she givt> i-niiiloy, 
Sai-c Ci^rtin.nl have Ihuii- *hare ofjov." 
Followed by three hundred eartmcn, each Wt-ariog ii lame! in his hat, and 
ccndiieted by Jlessrs. T. Aiucrman, A. Jlattiny, .f . Heincr.iy, and \V. 
Fnrman. 

ISorsc Iloctor. 

Walter Gibbons, horse-doetor, dressed in an elegant half thiit, with a 
painted horse on his breast, a balling iron in the horse's month, aiul the 
Doctor putting a ball of jdiysic down his throat, with implements of I'arri- 
ery ready for use. Over the horse written, '■ Federal Horse Doclor." At 
the bottom, '■ Physio." On his back a hor.-e skeleton, the doctor exaniii:- 
ing the head ; over his head, " Federal Horse Doctor," at bctrina, '• ti],,. 
section." 

Mcthcntntieal Iii».triinieiit Mukevft, 

in an oval compartment, encircled with ten stars, a Hadley's ouadrar.t, 
telescope, azimuth compass, and time-glass, witli suitable deeoratiu^s. 
Motto, "Trade and Navigation ;" supported by Mr. Thomas Riggs. 

CftrvcrK avU Eiim-avcr.-..- 

The Carvers and Engravers (united) were led by Messrs. Evicliard I'avis 
and Peter ^Maverick ; the banner suppoited by 11. B. Davis. On the ban- 
ner, which was of silk, bordered with an elegant fringe, of American marju- 
faeture, were displayed the arms of the United States, viz: a chief, azuro 
on thirteen pieces, argent and gules. In the centre >va3 placed an escuteh- 
eon, parted, proper, pale. Argent, a chevron, or, between two gravers in 
chief, proper, a eopper-plate on a sand bag in base, proper, for Engravers. 
Argent, a mallet and gouge, proper, for Carvers. Motto, *^ Aiicct /..,- 
6orc." This banner was suspended by the two upper ends to a gilt staff, 
which was crowned by a circle, two feet diameter, of thirteen stais, ten of 
which were gilt, three nngilt. In the centre the American eagle soaring. 
On a carved riband, between the banner and the stars, this motto, '■ Nous 
brUlerouc (o».? bicn tot." 

Coach and Coac]i-bai*iiC£ia 3Ini;crH. 

A stage in front, drawn by ten black horses, three postillions dressed in 
yellow, and jockey caps trimmed yellow. Four workmen on the stage ac 
work in the different branches. The flag extended on the stage, represent- 
ing a coach-mttker's shop, with doors open; hands at work, a coach finished. 
At the door, a vessel lying at the wharf, taking on board carriages for ex- 
portation. Over the shop, the union flag; over tho ship the nine federal 
members from this country . In the centre, the coach and coach-harncss- 
25* 



336 

makers' arms, on a blue fickl, three opun coficliey, supported by Liberty 
on one side, holding in her lelt hand a cap ol' liberty; on the other side by 
Peace, hokling in her right hand a eonmc-oijia of plenty; FaniCj blOAviuc^ 
her trumpet over their heads; motto, "The I'cderal .-tar shall guide our 
car." A genteel green monuuiuuL, supported by ten pillais, ^viLh iin union 
in the centre. Ciest on the toj) of the ami;?, an ea.gle eoarinj]: from a globe. 

Coppci'Miii t ll!-. 

Headed by I\li.'.sr-:i-,<. Asher Myers and Gha:?. \Vhite. A sLandnrd emble- 
jiiatieal of the braneii. xVIotlo, " M:iy the labour of the industrious bf> 

erowned Avith succef^s." 

Fomi»lei'8' Colour. 

Funiacc, snud-trougli, t^vo pillars, an urn, cannon, two moulds. IMotto, 
'■ -May ihi; Founder?:, ihrough principles of Amity, agree in Unity" 

Tin Plate AVorkert- 

Headed by Mcrfsis. KumpLou, Hardenbruok, and other niasLei^, followed 
by their journeymen and apprentices, witli white "cockades, ouiblematic of 
tlieir business; their t-Landard borne by two of their jirofession, exhibiting 
a square; on tho other side, the Federal Tin jMaiuifactuij; On the other, 
the Federal Tin Warehou.se ; in tlie square are raised ten pillars, -with 
lamps to each, lighted, emblematical of the ten states that have adopted 
the cuusti^ution. On each of the ten pillars is a difterent article of tin 
manufactory; in fi-ont is a vicff of tlie river; the federal man of war ap- 
pears, and shows the poop lanLcrn; at a great distauce appears a light- 
house, and a ship in the oGing. The ship of war showd the federal flag of 
ten stripes. On the manufaetory arc inscribed the Tvords '^Federal Con- 
irtitution," and 

■ T\"liPn throe more pihars rise, 
Our union will the world surprise.'" 

I'ewterers. 

Bearing an orange-coloured bilk flag, on which Tvas elegantly painted the 
United JftaLes' colours^ underneath which, the pewtereri' arms, supported 
by two miner.-', holding burning lamps in their hands. Motto, " i'^olid and 
pure," in guld letters; on the front part of the flag, the words, '- &ociciy of 
Pcwtcrcr-," with the reiirescntation of a Fewteici's workshop, in which the 
different branches were at work, and some of their work finished. Abovo 
this were the following lines, viz ; 

■■ The federal plan, nio.-L poIkI and secure, 
Americans ihcii' freoikun will cjisnre; 
.\ll ;irts shall flniiri-h in Columbla-s land, 
And all her sons join iv< one sorial -band.'" 

Gold and SilverHiiiltlis. 

A gold Federal Eaglo on the top of the standard. The goldsmith's em- 
blematital arms on white silk, emblazoned, the crest representiDg Justice, 
sitting ou a helmet, hokling in one hand the balance, in the other the 
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louclistuuc; the anns suppoitud by two sa,vagc9, tho ficU qnavteily, ov, 
two eagle's heads crossM, azure two cups inverted between two gold buc- 
kloti; the motto, " Justice is the Queen of Virtues" The supporters rest- 
ing on a globe, representing the United States, f-tandard supported by 
the four senior goldsmiths, followed by twcnty-Cvc. 

Pollers, 

A fbig, on udiich v/as repre>ented speciracns of stone and cartheu-waro. 
A stoue-waro kiln in full flame, with diflfevcrit parts of both branches. A 
stage drawn by two horses, three bauds at work, turning Ji number of ves- 
sel.? ofdifFsrent forms. Motto on the flag, " The Potter hath power over 
the clay." 

TIic Choeolntc-innkcr*h Pcviec- 
The old Constitution represented by the naked body of a man, denoting 
Congress, without power, urith thirteen heads, looking different ways, 
showing the clashing interest of the states in union, with these lines ; 
" When each head thus dircctlns'. 
The body naught pursues; 
But wlien in one united, 
Tlleu energy ensues." 
The ten men, well dressed, representing the ten states, supporting the 
head of a man, representing the new constitution united in a federal head. 
Across the loins of the naked man, in a circle, a scroll from the right hand 
to the left, pointing with the fore finger to a rising sun, and the federal 
head, with these lines in it : 

" In all creation my like is not, 

Adopt the new, and let me bo forgot 
Eohold how Iicams yon tjriglit and risiirg sun, 

happy era ! tyranny is Ilerl; 
Since federal governmcul i? now begun. 
United in one providential head." 

On the pedestal on which it stands are these words, "The Old Consti- 
tution." Beneath, a hand-ohocolate-mill, with two men grinding choc- 
olate. On the opposite side of the flag, thirteen stripes, representing that 
no alteration can dissolve the federal compact entered into by the first cou- 
grcss, when they declared independence. 

ToT»aGcoiil»ts. 

Headed by JWr. Dennis Jl' Ready, di.splaying a white silk flag, on which 
was elegantly painted, gilt, (encompassed by thirteen tobacco plants.) their 
arms, on a superb shield. Motto, '= Let brotherly love continue." Their 
flag was preceded by tliirteen boys, dressed in white, with blue ribands 
each carrying a hand of tobaeoo with eleven leaves bound close together; 
then followed tho masters and journeymen, to the number of forty-five. 

Dyers. 

Headed by John Morrison and Robert Dodds. Jcurieymen, appren- 
tices; arms, three madder bags. Motto, " Give g'ory to God." 
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i-.rii-lii-.. 

ifp.a-ied hj }.!':■■, ^. Cooj-/f;r and Wa'iof,, ';.v.-.';, :i,;r a Kbit/; f:.-,;; 'i'-fy^r- 
•.'•b'i with ribands, (to/ts*:.'-!..;; th<: bru-.hBi£>k<;i 'i irtt-. .",i','/.-,, 
" Jfciy '6vr; acd uLlry ?j,i,i/jrt /rsr trsiAf:. 
Awi !ce-'-i» o^'. th/>*<: who wwiW Oir r::fLit ,;^rad/: 

/'jif.'/j bv j'jjir^eyri.en and apprentices, ear;h vcifirir.g ^ii'.ir a|,/'/r:?,, a/.o 
'■:-j.rry\t.'^, upright, a largs brjx-h, calUd a 'J urk'/- tftad, r-J.a.!:/ twnlre fv-'. 

A :;-,; with thirt'.-en stnfyji: uf,fkr the?'; tho Ig jrt ol O'li.'jra! '.Vi-r.,/.;;- 
» ,£., with thes'i word? '^/or bim, "Tit'; iUxatnoaa ":'•' ■.oa.'.i. ■;.■.',:. , uiO.; /,>: Ikj 
tij^ first pr';4dent of the t-i.^^d -Stat*:*-'' At tL^; oiT.'^:-it*; *:r.d was p.i/;';''> 
tn^ J;:^^re of CoL Harf;iIton, Ji^fA-^^n the two, th* cost -jf arir;? of tl': 
r,,-ar.';;., orer rrhi';h W'>r'; pis'-:^'! thlrt'/'in car.'j.^-, '.7lih T-L-: /.arii-i of rt.* 
.Htat*: feaeh r^r.r^wriD,: tbo?^ ;';pr^-.*..t:.-.^ the :h.\A-;'.:.^ gUtlexvere all burn- 
ing, and waiv-A in f-..'; common " jr;.';. At '.:.<; toj> of t.Fi'i f. ;;.', I-'iiw '/ 'j.-k 
.'-■^'i i'.orfh ^,;j.i-o.;r.:. t.'m-c; !;:.<-,•, -ro, htjr n'vt jo;;.lng:tr-C re*'. 

»<>4dl£», ir:>.D-;.. ;^i.d Vrhif-mkktn. 

Hu'l'iU::'., to the r.a:/.'r,^.- of r.^,r.'7-.S-jr, Mr, J, ', oui ;: Mr, liiii,'/ 
£;roa^w.;ll, :ir.'i J-L-. J. AiiiOn'; the r.rir.cipil wljjf-i;-:.kefa, 

T..e.'. followed their etji'^yleix.atical .'!:r3.'e of :.he;,- 0TOfe&»ion; an e>-^' :.'. 
:.'.:'■':. 'ie'.ke'i with a hn:; htr.-.er »a/;-i.,, ;,.-.■; ri'jh ?'?>r>' farT;r,ort, with 
broad g-,.;; ia/-ai round the Tj'nole, ar:'i orti.-ii/.ecjred with et/.broi'Iered fSf.-el-, 
mai: -,. a very 'ori:Jiar.t. ajpearaiee. Tie hridlo wa.? g.s.:. -, and 'i>j,!ay.5';. 
jjii-'jli ta>.i^ in tbe oiTiiii^ei.tx, l..e i.'irt.-: wa^. Jedb/a g. .'-ti, ']r'r^?'ed ifc 
^;:iara';";:. eaT~:':;,g an eU^nt '"hir, atj'I firter-oe'] by two VU'i'x: t,o^'* a.-, 
oitler^, 1 1- or.her i-'UJ.:-.'e.-r> ar.'l /,'^rr.c_; jx.cn foiio'rr;;.^ ;„ the rear. 

The ge.-.-.err.e.. 'jf r,r,e !/&.:■ in their ro!*?, two awl n',. (,f<,',-<.';';'i ot lue 
iherlff ir.'l eof^.'r. In the eeotr'; of thoir o--;/, ihfc coi'.'.ItuHoa of •i.e 
O'fiire'i S*-i.'.v:, ';!■ g.utij ■.:.;-:'.t^'i ',.. •.-•JIbl'. , ii-i ,-'; .. ite'l with j.'t^a/^r;,, 
erto'er^r.:.:'-.; of ;fce unlou. i-.v? 'ry,r(-e hv J^ii. Lr..^:t:!jes, I.: , cora.HrlloT 
at law, soppporttd by f'.L C',2.:i.i ar.'i Kobet "i-,op, Kk/i-*., eoon«e,!oT?. 
at law. T eri r, , .-,»t» a". Jaw f'-ilo^ea, -.i.-.g.;.-, Ua,-;,'.g in o.-de- ti;e ratX- 
-atioLji ',' the loi-./.t/Ti-ioiihy ;iie •;:;&; itaits s:. tr.ev'is&.e in-o tbt oriioE. 
The re.>t fro aud f^o 

Tie j/jcr^tarv, \e.;i;,g a "^vl, -arraitrg the ;•: v ,,:e» <rf a feai/a: 

";ee t,-e-.:ieat aal iihrariii; the la'.-.e.- eairyinj Iha Home T'. ..•.-;■! 
Treatii', on Langoige, a'; a r/-..i-k of re-^/eet far *he b'/ok, -rhleh ".rita'iia 
a. new 'i„v;o e.-a-. aad a>. a iiLark of re«p«et for the aathtr, wboK zta'. for 
the Arairi'.aa eaaao dnriag the lau war iaVeat-a hiai U> s r,.-OM«otk.ii, 

Jo'iah. Ogjia Hai'iaia. ^lio., aha ;,.-e-.''Je;.-, of rhe 'O'i.'etT, ?r>,h a ra^ ',' 
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white and blue ribaiKls. Tho sLaiidard bearer Mr. AVilUam Duulap, with 
tho arms of tho society, viz: — Argent, three tonp;ues gules, in chief, em- 
blematical of language; the impiuvement of which is the object of the insti- 
tution. Chevron, or, indicating firmness and support, an eye, emblemat- 
ical of discernment, over a pyramid, or rude mo.nnmciit, scidptured with 
Gothic, Hebrew, and Greek letters. The Gothic on the light side, indi- 
cating the obvious origiu of the American hingnagc from tho Gothic. The 
Hebrew and Greek upon the reverse, or shade of the monument, expressing 
tlje remoteness and obscurity of the connexion between those languages 
and tho modern. The ciesl, a cluster of cohering magnets, attracted by a 
key in the centre, emblematical of union among the members of the society 
in acquiring languiigo, the key of knowledge, and clinging to their native 
tongue in prcfercnoo to a foreign one. The shield, orn.imented with a 
branch of oak, from which is collected the gull used iu making ink, and a 
sprig of flax, from which paper is made; supported on the dexter side by 
Ciiduius, in a robe of Tyrian purple, bearing in his right hand leaves of 
the rush, or flag papyrus, marked with Phcenician characters, representing 
the introduction of letters into Greece, and the origin of writing. On the 
sinister side, by Hermes, or Taaus, the inventor of letters, and god of elo- 
quence, grasping his caduceus, or wand. iMotto, " Conccdat Laurca Lin- 
^fte," expressive of the superiority of civil over military honours- The 
flag, embellished with the Genius of America, crowned with a wreath of 
ihirteen purple i)lumes, ten of them starred, representing the ten states 
which have ratilied the coustitution. Her right hand pointing to the Phi- 
lological Society, and in her left a standard. Avith a pendant, inscribed with 
the word ** Constitution." The members of the society in order, clothed 
in blacli- 

Uiilvcrsltj". 

A fliig, emblematical uf science, motto, *' Science and Liberty mutually 
support and adorn each other.*' l^upported by a standard bearer, preced- 
ing two large globes. Tho President and professors, iu their academical 
habits, followed by the students, bearing difl"ercnt kinds of mathematical 
and astronomical instruments; after these moved the medical stu^lcnts, and 
tho instructors of schools. 

Merclianta niid Traders. 

The merchants aud traders were preceded by John Broome, Epq., presi- 
dent of the chamber of commerce, and William Mjixwell^ Esq , vice-prcsi- 
deut of the Bank, in a chariot, together with William Laight, Esq., 
secretary to the chamber, on horsebocU, bearing, a standard with an oval 
field, surrounded by thirteen stars. The field, a Mercury standing on tho 
shore, holding in his hand the arms of tho city, surrounded by the emblen)S 
of commerce; tho nmttu, '" IS>iii nvbu^ nctti »'j/(t'?i," not born for ourselves 
alone. The spear terminating in an American eagle, gilt, bearing on his 
breast the arms of tho United tr^tatos. 
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'iKSiir iJivi.-io;.. 

A r,|i|" fl.ij:, wilh r,llirlr.(.n fttrip';", on ouc i.l 1lliii;li ":i:-. ir,-";rilji,"J, " hi |, 
tf;]/]lj'r i/tti. 17'-7." '1 iiirtw.n *l;u/. on tlio fi'.l'l, arifj n s!;u,'l,-i,.| ?ijpf,',it''J 
by two f-jfl';.-, i.itli 1.1.': ivoi'i* "i.M, l.o llix.-t, ivc 'Mrf.v ii." l/rjiJ'ir ili'. 
■^l.rif/;,", ■ Hall'].,, IK; :-.l,ai.'J~ i.ill.',, wc I.ill." 

Ardllsrj- iin.l ficl.l I'l... 
'J h': Ifl.C of |.rr,i;f-i(,i,. i-ool.iiriii.^^ in.iiily f|- .j tliOH ■.&,,') I,i:>:l-t'-, (;XI ''.'I'-'J 
ii|.U!iii|-, Ota mill: air'l :i Ijlilf. Itn; ijj.'ircl/ v.!iK I lov/ lirjil lo:iji r-lio, ;ii;il ll.f; 
iiy\,':ii\''iuf:i: hi! tllC- ."iriiT a« fiii' i'UrTfjfli'.Ht^ll 0'/' ly Ooc'-; OXf.OOfrjtjOli, fJP, irjllft 

ilo.<';ii|.Uoii mil-;', (alleliort, of it.. W|,i|i; r,iiji,),'.Tli:-.»!! froinl?, -kith ]ti: /if^ 
ir.i'iy iiiili.-, till; d.,1,1, .-i,rnl uijjilow.i of lioimir.* iniri: iMri,irn:'\ \,y the fiiir 
(i;lM^;ht<:l-, '.fColiii,,!,;,,, nhhuti-.n.'ni.u^'.'i >Mi\\i:-: :n,'] ?:,UAsuXii,fi i:.,lllribot'r(l 
not ii liirli; f; i:oili(,|i;l.i; 111': g';Oi;r.'il joy. A.< Itlia •|.lt:iiiiii|, tiO-,';I, nod io- 
(.':ri:-f.irji' c.xliibitioii imO' i.'i filofig, fjii cirr-'lj'f.C'CU'll 'il':ij'.'': ri :r.'ri'.'j throi ;;h- 
our. the ';i'y, wlii'-ii ^;;i\ou folcmr.ii.y to tlio vrhot': tj^io ri':hori :ni'iU;t\ lo 

•1,': "in^^'Mlrir irrifiorl.'.il':': of tli<: ';!.ij>i;. ,\'o lioi-.'; KOS lltai li but th': 'Jm), 

rnrnhlio;^ of oJuTJHi;': whi;i;lj», ivU'ii Uit rii:r;'.?-riry fwiluto?. .-ini) ::1'^iiH]i. a 
■^\:ii\ ''.I'lni.ity cnliv(iii';'l ev<;,y couui'innoo';, while thu j'lyou? i:.-.p':'-:tii;orj 
of fi:it!'>ii:i] fifO-f7i:rify tiioirt plied in eMiy ho'Oij'. 7 !i': ^v^lOl'■: bo'jy bo"ir.j; 
arri';'] .'it litij.-inl'.' boM»(;, were lii^fo-o-i in a ! in'-, and i';View«rd: sfler 
whiob, tl.o v.'iri';'J ii..'i;rii!t of ill'; f,rO':';:'-.ion I,' ii;;.;. i-ft. upon Ih'j [■ .'::']-, l.l;ij 
citi7.';ri« wen; for.'jri';t<;iI to Ibeir v;v'ral 'linii.r; i.-,.bl':-. ll'-re they were 
liorioiir':'J by tbe 'roinp-'Loy of eoii;.'!' '", of r,'ir;n;.' for',I;.;fi';r'-' of 'liitincf.ion, 
and tho f,;i.trioi,ic and r';.-f.':':t.-ibl': •;>:rt'7 of lb'; city. 

Tb': two prineipal .'I'J';-, of lb'; buniin;; proviO';'! for lbi». ent';rt,'iinmr;nt, 
con.'.i.'t';'! of tbr':': i.i.c"; pavilion;'/, ':oorj':';r.'.'J by a. ';olorir!:i']'; of aliout. ono 
hu;i'Jr.:'i and fifty feet front, and fori/iifig two «iibj( of an o' Iu8e ;;• ;/)^: tii'; 
m'A'xU; I'.vMi'ju io.'jj':-t.i';;iily .i-.ir.;^ ;ibovo tb': wbol';, t.T'Toiri.'iiif.;; witli a 
oom<;, on ill'; top of vini':b wa-. a fii^",': '>f lani'jw:!b b':r iruir.fAt. j/ro- 
'jiaiiiiji.g ;i n':v' or-i, ;iii'l bol.iiri;/ in ber left haiid the r-trimiiird of the 
Liiltcd r»ta!':;, and a roll of parebi/.'. ii'. , or. whieh wa.^ iriveribo'i, in i-'ii;./; 
cbaraeter*, the Ibree ren.nrkat/le ':r)Oebii of tli'- late war; lii'ti j;':i.i]':rir-o. a'- 
liaiie<; iritli Frrur';'-, f,':;i';e. At ber 'ide was the Arnerienn enj;!.; v. iih 
-.-.ir.;.;- eilen'Jed, re-'-insr ',0 a crown of lanrel, r,l;i.e':'l fjn the lop of ibe 
•p';'ie.-r,al. C-.v. r .'.Ix ';f the prlr,/;',^,:,.! pillari! of tbi^ eolonnade were placed 
;^uiail e.l;r^J(eheof^^ in:":ri'oe'l with th': eypiie.rii of tbe ^feveral jrow'-rKin al- 
Ib-mee with the L'r.itod .^lat';;, viz: Franee, .Sjiain, .'•ire'Jen, I'ru-i.i, fi',1- 
ian'i; /Joroeeo; an'i o'.er tbe.'e were 'Jinplaye/1 tbeeolour'. '.f tb'''e re-p.^;';- 
li'.e rii'.iot.?, wliieh ad'l<;'l gf-atly to the brilliaii'v of th'. entablatnre, al- 
. .n-jy beantifully deeoriit.'i with fe.>tooni ar.d bfanebe», of Jaor..l. The 
extremities of lbi» ii-r.;;!': were joined by a table f.rmin;; p.-i.rt ',f a ';ir'.le, 
ur.'i from ibi; ten mor'; C'/lonna'le.if '.rere ex:,';r.'l''i, eaeh fonr biin'lr':d iir.d 
f'jrly fee' in !':,', ;.'t:,, o» the ray» of a f;irde, tlie v,bo)e hrivin-.' one e'>jnmon 
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centre, viz: the centre of the middle pavilion, wllcro Sitt the pi-ej-ident of 
cungiess. At the extremity of eiich colonnade was a pavilion nearly simi- 
lar to the three before inentionod, hiiving their outside terminated in a 
pediment cro\vned with eSL-utclieontj, on which wajj inscribed the names of 
the ten states which had then latihed Liie eonstitutioii. The wlioie of tho 
colonnades were adorned with curtains elei;autly folded, and with wreaths 
and festoons of laurel every where dispersed. 

In tlic area contained within the augle first described, was placed tho 
inusie, but so disposed as luit to intercept the pro,<*pect fronr the seat of tho 
president through the whole length of the ten colonnades above mentioned. 
This noble and beautiful edifice, erected in less than five days, covered a 
surface of ground eight hundred and eiglity-feet by si.\ hundred, and was 
calculated to aoconunodiito six thousand persons. 

The taste and genius of ^lajor L'Enfant, so often displayctl on other 
public occasions, and to whom the city is indebted for the design and exe- 
cution, appeared in the present instance to have derived additional bril- 
liancy from the dignity of the object on which it was employed. 

Dinner being; ended, the following toasts were drank: 

1st. The United .^tates. 

2d. The states whicli have ratified the new constitution. 

3d. The eoiuention of the state of JNew York; may they soon add an 
eleventh pillar to the federal edifice. 

4th. General Washington. 

5th. His Most Christian JMnjesty. 

6tb. His Catholic iXhijesty. 

7th. The .'>tates General of tho L'niteU Netherhiiuls. 

Sth. The friendly powers in Europe. 

9th. The patriotic framers of the present national constitution. 

10th. The memory of those heroes who have fallen in defence of Ameri- 
can liberty. 

11th. Success to agriculture, manufactures, and the sciences. 

12th. Slay trade and navigation flourish. 

]3th. The day; may the union of the states be perpetual. 

After each of which, ten cannon were firi:d; an'd in order to diffuse tho 
joy to all classes of citizens, an ample proportion of the entertainment was 
detached to the prisoners in jail. 

The repast ended, the procession returned in the same m:inner to its 
place of setting out; and the citizens were dismissed by half past five 
o'clock . 

In tho transactions of this day, a variety of circumstances might bo 
noted, upon which the reflections of the patriot, the politician, or the phi- 
losopher, might dwell with pleasure. A procession inexpressibly magnifi- 
cent, formed not to gratify the pride or ambition of an individual, but to 
manifest to the world the attachment of a people to a government calcu- 
lated to seouro and perpetuate their civil and religious liberties; the mutual 
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confitleiiCL- Jiiul joj of the various orders of the community; all narrow unci 
bigoted distinctions lost, and absorbed in that noblest ol' pussions, the love 
of country; the glorious hope, the emulous and patriotic zeal; the dignified 
and unsullied harmony of the d;iy; and, it may be added, the uninstructed 
ingenuity of the American mcehaiiic, unfolding itself in the invention of 
his emblems and motto. 

But what most excited surprise in persons nnacquaiiiLed with the char- 
acter of American yeomanry, was to see a numberless multitude, in view 
of a tempting collation, not only adhering to every rule of decorum, un- 
awed by a single bayonet or cspontoon; but, though under the influence of 
pnblie passions, verging to enthusia.~m. peaceably, at an early hour, 
retiring without a single instance of rudeness or impertinence. 

To conclude this account of a transaction which will long be I'cmembercd, 
and which reflects infinite honor upon the mild genius of our government, 
and the inhabitants of this city. Instead of the trophies of war, and of 
captives in chains, which graced the triumphs of antiquity, we here behold 
the plough, the ship, and all the implements of useful arts. The wreath 
uf martini glory was exchanged for the garland of peace; and instead of 
tho painful sensations, which in a humane and liberal mind would be ex- 
ited by the triumphal entry of a conqueror, reeking from the blood and 
slaughter of thousands of his fellow men, the hearts of all the spectators 
antiuipated with rapture the return of concord, of public and private jus- 
tice, of iadividual happiness, and national glory, the constant attendants 
of a wise, free and efficient system of government. 

By order of the committee of arrangements, 

KICtiARD PLATT, Chairman. 
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P E T I T I A' 

OF Tilli: 

COMMON COUNCIL OF XKW YORK FOIt A NEAV CHARTEE. 

(From Tiit: Files in the yECiiEXAUv's Office, Aj.eanv.) 

[Lasd Papeus X., 130.] 
To bis Excellency John r.Iontgomerio L'si^r., Captain Glen- 
cruU and Governor in chief of the provinecc: uf New yovl<) 
New Jersey jukI Territories dependiu^ thereon in Aine- 
rioti, iind Vice AdinirfiU ofthii same, Sec. In Counoill. 

Tlic Hiimble petition of the IMatjny Aldermen and Comonalty of the City 
of New York, 

SllEWETH : 

That the City vi New Voik is au antient City and the Citi/.onci thereof 
have antient.ly held and used and still do hold and nse divers and snndry 
rights, libertye.J, priviledges, tthinchise?, ftVeeeustomes, preheminencyeii, 
jidviintages, jurisdiction?, emoluments, imunityes, lands, tenements, pub- 
lick building^j and hereditaments, as well by the name of the IVhiyor, 
Aldermen and Comonality of the City of New York as otherwise, as well 
to the great improvement of his Majesties Revenue and the sensible en- 
cruase of navigation, trade atid coiuerce as to the advaneemcut of the ^aitl 
Cit.y in its number of buildings and inhabitants, whcrebj' the said City is 
become a considerable seajtiort and exceedingly necessary and usefull to 
Great Brittiiin in supplying liis Alajesties Governments in the Westindics 
with bread, fflowor and other provisions. 

That the said Corporation and Citizens have ever been strenuous 
airicrtors of the Protestant Religion, and upon all occasions shew'd an 
hearty and earnest zeal for the protcstant succession in his JVIajcsties illus- 
trious house, and have ever demonstrated tljeir sincere loyalty and affL-c- 
tion to the Crown of Great Brittain by an unfeigned readyness and alacrity 
in paying all due regard to the support of the honour and dignity of this 
his Majesties Government, and in the chearfuU payment of those dutyes 
and taxes for that purpose levyed and raised and in which they bear a 
voluntary though very great part. And as this City under the iufiuenco 
of his Majesties just, mild and gracious Government as well as that of his 
rojall predecessors, is grown large and populous, and under your Excel- 
Icncyes wise and prudent administration hath a fair prospect of a nume- 
rous accession of inhabitants, the same grows dayly sensible of its want of 
sufficient power and authority so to regulate and improve these great ad- 
vantages as might render it of farther use and service to tlie Crown, to 
the advancement of morality and true religion, to their trade and naviga- 
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tion, to the If Itrv orJor, nile nnd government thqi-eof, and to th" gi?norall 
'^•,i,d uf tho whole bri.ly of peoiiie in tliis lii? Matic-; CoUony of Xow York. 
Whcrefiin^ yniir l-JxnL-lkmfyiy retitionerii most buuiljly pray that your 
Exeollonoy :in.I Uvj Ilonhli;. C'ouncill of this Culluny will bo fiivouruhly 
i)lca5i.-J to illicct niul orOoi his ilnjcstic^ Jctlcrs patent under the great 
,-, :il of Mii- ColIo:iy to p.-i:-? in the myall style for confiriuing and granting 
tij ti]i- City ai.'d Corporation Ijy tijc name, style and title of tli'- Mayni", 
^Udc-rincii a:i.i (Clau^.j tlic Ist.) Coninionaliry of ihe City of Xow ^ork, 
Ail ili'ii- hiii'l leiiciiioiirs, imblick buildi[]g- and hercditanits., wiiarf;, 
di.cUc;, bri.lg..-, -lip:?, fTcrryes. cranes, graiiti, charlcr.-i, jight-:, liber- 
tyes, iirivilidgcH, flVancliites, ffrcecuiloiu'.;. preheiiioneyi.'5. ailvrjntng"-, 
ILn isdiction^, euioluliienu" and irnanilvL? now and hcretofure by tli.m 
held and ciij"yed, ami ih^ri for tlje gnai'M eas': and encour.igonit. of 
trad-j 111'-' biioTid; and limits of this City be cnlargeil and do heroarir.w 
e.\t>-nd L'( and comprehend four faluldred f'---t idjvoiid I'jW water Inai k on 

Ihul-oni liver, from a certain C,e, k or Kill called Beitavers (Cillitie tontli- 
ward to the frjrt, and IV'nn tlicnee tli'. san}e number of feet bcA^ond low 
water ]itnk rouo'l the tfort and aloitg the iJa.~l river :i:^ far a.- to the 
north iride of a '-eitain hill called Curlaers hook, and that tjjey may have 
the &oiI thereof at a reatonable rjuittrent. 

2d. That the Corporation aforetaid may have the £o]e powej and autho- 
rity of appointing tferryca round this Island, with the profitt^, bencfitts 
and advantage; ari-ing therefjoin ivith r^neh fi'>=e.- a.-, f^hall be rfgnlatcft by 
uf-t of A^tOEnbly. 

3d. That they have the giant of all ti;--- markctt* house?, dock.-, slip: ajid 
wljavfs with craneagc and wharfage and all other proQtts which may ac- 
crue tliereby. 

4th. That tley have power to appoint Serjeants at Maec, JIarshalL-, 
Goaler.-, rrnrvcyor^ of iilower and other proviilona, .^lea;urer5, Porter=, 
Carmen, GuagcTS. Packers and Cullers, Beadles, Bellmen, .So.iloii of 
^'.-.-'glitF and measures, Scavingers and other necessary ofneers, and that 
such ofiicers be ajipointcd by tlio Mayor b}' and with the advice aud con- 
sf;nt of the t'omon Councill. 

5th. Th.at the Mayor have povrer to depute one of tho Aldermen bis 
Deputy to act as he himself might do, and that the 3Iayor or in case of 
his death, sickness or absence, the JJcputy JIayor or Recorder with any 
t^vo or more of the Aldermen may hold a Court of e^'tnon pleas on every 
Tu'-so:iy in the year and that they have power to adjourn the same to any 
day not exceeding tvTenty-eight from the fitting from which such adjourn- 
n-j^ni is made. 

Gil. That tho Maj'or and Piecorder or cither of them with the Major 
pait of [the] Alderman and Assi-tants may hold comon Councills and 
make or repeal their by Low.- and Ordinances a':, in their discretion shall 
s.--i';ru Dit.et, -which Ey Law; or Ordinances shall continue of fforcc for 
twckr: inonih; unlcfs t'uey shall repeal the same. 
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Till. That the City l)C ilivi Jed into Pleven wards, iviiich wards mny bo 
bereaftcr sett out at llie discretion of tlie comon Couneill, and tliat eaoii 
■ward have tlie aeeustom'd otiicers to be chosen annually as upuall, Avith 
such a niiLiiber of constables in eaeh ward as the conion Council) shall 
.iudge necessary, and tliat they be the sole Judges of the Elections and 
Qualifications of their members and officers. 

^th That tiie ]M:iyor, Jxecorder anil Aldermen shall be at. all times Jus- 
tices of the peace t'or the City and County, and each of them have power 
50\ erally to hear and determine all pleas of tfouity shillings and under, 
and that the said iMayor, Recorder and Aldermen hare power to nominate 
and a['i)oint proper Cfticers for that, Court. 

9th. That the Mayor, Kccorder or Deputy Mayor, with any three or 
more of the Aldermen, have power to administer proper and lawful Oaths 
to the tfreemeu and OUieers of this Corporation, and that they have power 
in the Mayors Court to make such and so many ffreemen as they shall 
thinlc flit, and to restrain all nnfrreemen fiom exeieisioL: any trade or 
occupation within the same. 

10th. That if the day of the Election to be made by Charter, or if the 
day of the Oath to be administered or taken by any Officer should happen 
on a Sunday, such election to be made and oath administered the day fol- 
lowing. 

lltll. That the Corjjoration aforesaid have power to build an bouse of 
Correction or other public buildings and appoint proper ofiicers. 

12th. That they may sue for their dues and lawful demands in the name 
of their Chamberlain in their Mayors Court. 

loth. That the Maj'or, Recorder and Aldermen,- or any three or more of 
them, have power to hold general quarter .'ressio'ns of the peace for the 
City iind County, and that the Jlayor, Kccorder and oldest Alderman bo 
of the quorum. 

14th. That the Corporation afui-esaid have a Conflrmation and Grant 
of the Lands they hold on Nassau Island, the iferry, fferry-houses and ap- 
purtenances thereunto belonging and appertaining. 

loth. That the Mayor, Kecordcr, Sheriff, Coroner and (after the de- 
cease of Mr. William Sharpas) Town Cleik be elective. 

16th. That no Attorney be admitted to practice in the Mayors Court 
but such as shall be chosen, elected and sworn by the :\Inyor, Kecorder 
and Aldermen, and approved of by the liovernour, and that the number 
of Attorneys to be admitted be limited and appointed by the Governour 
and nominated in the Charter. 

17th. That Mr. William Sharpas may be appointed Town Clerk in the 
Charter for life, and that 

IStb. Your E-\cellency be pleased to grant to the Corporation afore- 
said such other powers, libcrtyes, (franchises, rights, ffrcccustomes, juris- 
dictions, privilcdges, iinunityes and things as may be necdfuU for the good 
rule and Government thereof. And your Excies. Petitioners as in Duty 
bound shall ever pray, &c. 
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R E r 11 T 

CF TUF 

CjjIMHIEE of THE CnUN'CIL OX TH£ rElIIU'y '.i" IHI MaTi/?. 
ETC., Oi XIW YOIJK, FOr> A X£"\V rtiAETETu 

[Land Papeus X., 130.] 
Alt a Comittee of the Councul held at New Vuik, ihr 7:':- 
day of xAugusc, 1750. 

Mr. ^'an Dam. Mr. Provo'..^:. 

Mr- Clarke, Mr. Kennedy, 

Mr. Harrison, Mr. De Lar.cev, 

Mr. AUesander, ilr. Courtlandt. 

5IaV it rLtHASE YOTK. ExCELLEN'- Y : 

In obedience to tout Excollencycs order in Col!c^;iU of the 6th iii^tant. 
wti have considered of the Fetiucn of ihc Mayor, Aldermen and Coroon- 
;dry of the City of Xcw York and take the preamble lo be tnic- 

Ffirst. It's agreed that what"? in the 1st jiara jvci|h of the jT'Otitiucary 
putt may be granted, ticeptirig iheie words at the end of it, ^-izt. (Alu 
thiU they may have soyl thereof at a reasonable quitt rent) 

As to whieh words it's agreed that they may have the Siul as pray-td 
from Beslavers KilliLie to the limitts of the Sort of New A"ork apon the 
North river. From thence leaving out for the ufe of the fTort all tie 
west side of the street that loads down tu Whitehall. -Agarn. it's j^^reed 
thit they may have the soil from the west side of the ?a:vl ?[reet ca--t- 
ward along the East river to the north side of Gorlaers hook. Providt^d 
allways, that nothing in the grant shall be constioicd to iinpower oriutitlc 
them to wharf out before any persons who have, prior grants from the 
Crown of keyi or wharfs beyond low water mark, withont the aetuall 
agreement of suth persnus, their heii^s or assigns, owners of such keys or 
wharfs. 

Second Clause agreed to excepting that it*^ agreed that the ffee^ of fler- 
radges shall bo such as shall be appointed by the Govornour and Council] 
or by Ajt of Assembly. 

Third Clause agreed to. 

Fourth Clause agreed to. 

Fifth Clause agreed to. 

Sixth Clause agreed to. 

Seventh Clause agreed to. 

Eighth Clause agreed to. 

Ninth Clause agreed to. 

Tenth Clause agreed to. 

l^eventh Clause agreed to. 
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Instead of the Twelfth Clause it's agreed that they may snc for their 
dues and lawfull demands in the nanio of their Chamberlain, 

Thirteenth agreed to. 

Fourteenth agreed to. 

Fifteenth to be reconsidered. 

Sixteenth submitted to his Execllenc}-. 

Seventeenth submitted to his Excellency. 

It's farther agreed xmder the eighth article that the Mayor, Recorder 
and Aldermen shall at all times, ivhen Comi.=sions of oyer and terminer 
and General Goal delivery do issue for the said City be Justices mentioned 
in such Comissions. 

Under the same bead it is agreed that there be power to the Mayor. 
Recorder and Town Clerk or any one of them, to administer the proper 
Oaths to the Aldermen as such and as Justices of tlie peace and Justices 
of oyer and terminer and Gonerall Goal delivery. 

I'ifteenUi upon consideration disngreed to. 

Eighteenth. It is agreed that the i\layor for the time being be Clerk of 
3'e, Markctt, 

That the Jurisdiction of the City do begin at Kings bridge, and from 
thence to run down by low water mark along the main Innd untill it 
comes where yc. shortest distance is from Long Island, so that within 
the E5aid Jurisdiction be included the two barn I.--land.s from whence run- 
ning the said shortest distance to low water mark on Long Island, and 
from thence down by low wafer mark along Long Isliind to the red hook, 
and from tlience on a sticight line to the soutbermost part of ye- pouther- 
most Oyster Jslavid, nnd from thence rnnning northerly on the west side of 
the three O^'ster Islands up the stream of Hudsons rirer to Spitting 
DcA'il, and from thence along low water mark to Kings bridge, the place 
of beginning. 

Thot the wharfs towards the rivers to be madeof ffourly foot broad as 
well fur the greater conveniency of Trade as to plant Batteryes upon in 
case of au}'' necessity appearing for so doing, to do which pover is liprebj 
reserved. 

The Quitt rent to be ten shillings p- ann. over and above the former 
r|uitt rents. All which is submitted to your Excellency by 
Your Excellencycs mo~t obedient humble servants, 

By order of the Comittee, 

Ja. AlXEXANDER, Ch. 

New V-irk SEcnnvES Oi-'fick, Janry the 9tb, 1730. 
I hereby ccrtifye that the aforegoing purporting to be a copy of the 
petition of the Corporation of New York for sundry powers and other 
things to be granted to them by Charter, and of the report of the Conn- 
cill thereon made, is a true copy of the sd. orginall petition and report, as 
the same are remaining in the Seorryes Office for the province ef New 
York. 

Ffredk. MoEKis, D, Secrry, 
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R E T U R X 

OF 

SUPtVEY or THE WATER LIKE OF THE CITY OF NEW lOFiK. 

[Land Papers X., 129.], 

Pursuant to his Excellency's "Warrant dated the 13th day of 
August 1730, To me directed. 
I have survcy'd for the T^Iayor, Aldermen and Cominonalf}'' of the Ci(y 
of Xcw York the Soil of Hudson's Kiver, cxtendiiig from a small run of 
Water called Bostnver's Killitie to the South si^lc of the Street which 
runs from the Tarndc before the I'ort to Hudson's Kiver, which run of 
water uas shown to me by Leonard Du Grnvc nged Seventy three years, 
Johannes Van Guilder aged stxty-=ix years, Cornelius Cloppcr nged fifty- 
eight years, WiUiom Hyer aged sixt3-onc ycnrs-aiid Jacob Bloom aged 
fifly-four years, who all voluntary made oath th.it thej' had severally 
known the said small run of water by the name of Bestaver's Killitie ever 
since they can remember and that none of them ever heard it called by 
awy other name and in the presence of the above named Persons and of 
John Chambers, James Levingston, George Lurting, Oliver Kosevelt and 
Alexander Colden, I began at a Certain place near High AVater !Mark on 
the South end of a piece of Upland which lyes between the s^id Kiver and 
a piece of Meadow Ground or iMarsh being the first piece of Aleadow 
Ground or J\Iarsh near Hudson's Kiver to the Southward of Greenwich 
and from whence the said Ecstavers Killitie runs into Hudson's Kiver. 
From which place of Beginning to the South side of the said Street from 
before the Fort running South eighteen degrees thirty minutes west on 
a StreJght line the Distance is One hundred and twenty five Chains which 
line with the perpendicular breadth of four hundred foot from Low W'nler 
Mark into the Kiver contains eighty two acres and one half acre. I like- 
wise surveyM for the Mayor Aldermen and Commonalty aforesaid The 
soil of the East Kiver, from the North side of Corlaer*s Hook to White 
Hall- Beginning at two large Stones set on the South side of a small 
Creek or a Marsh on the North side of Corlaer"- Hook from thence to the 
Eastermost point of Corlaev's Hook the Listancc un a straight line runu- 
iog South fifteen Degrees thirty minutes East is forty Chainsand two rods, 
and from thence to Whitehall on a streight line running South seventy 
eight degrees thirty minutes west the distance is one hundred and fifty two 
Chains, which two lines with the perpendicular breadth of four hundred 
foot from Low Water Mark contain Ooe hundred and twenty seven acres. 
Given under my hand this 2d of Septr. 1730. 

CADWALLADEK COLDEN. 
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WARRANT 

TO 

SURVEY TEE WATER L1>^E OF ^TirE CITY OE NEW YOM, 

[Land Papere X., 129.] 
By his Exeellene}', John Montgomoiie Esq., Captain Gcnl. 6:c. 

To CadibfiUadcr Coldcn Esq., Surveyor General of the Proiince of New 
York. 
Whereas^ tlie Mnyor AUlcrmen and Coramonalty of the City ot New 
York by their humble Petition presented unto me and re.nd in Council, 
hero prnyed his Majesty's Royal Charter Confirming and Granting to 
them Sundry Privileges, and among other thin,c;s that the Crown ivill ho 
plea-^ed for the Encouragement of Trade, the bounds and limits of this 
city he Enlarged and do hereafter Extend to and Comprehend four hun- 
dred feet beyond Low water mark on Hudson River, from a certain Creek 
Or kill called Bestaver's Killitie Southward to the Fort, and from thence 
the same number of feet beyond Low Water mark round the Fort a.nd 
along the East River as farr as to the North side of a certain Mill called 
Curloer's Hook. 

And Whereas, his Majesty's Council upon taking the s;ime into con- 
sideration did on the 13th of this Instant unanimously advise me to Grant 
to the said Corporation the Soylo as prayed for, fromljostaver's Killitie to 
the limits of tlie Kurt of New York upon the North River. From thence 
leaving out for the use of the Fort all the West side of the Street that 
loads down to Whitehall, and that they may have the ^royle from the 
West aide of tlic said ptrcet Eastward along the Ea^t Klver to the iS'orth 
side of said Covlacr's Hook. You arc therefore hereby required to Juake 
a survey of tlie same accordin.f^ly, and all Orticers both Majesterial and 
ministerial arc hcreliy Commanded to give you all suitable assistance in 
the Execution of the premisses and of what you shall havf^ done herein 
duly to Certify tome. 

Given under my hand and Seal at Arms at Fort George in New York, 

this thirteenth day of August in the fourth year of his Majesty's 

lleign, Anno Domini 17?.0 
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WARRANT 

TO TIJE 

ATIOrA'EY GEJJERAL TO TREPAEE A KEW GHAKTEP, FOR THE 
CITY OF SEW YOUK, 

[Land PArERS X., 130.] 

By bis Excellency John Montgomcrie Esq., Capt. Gcnerall 
and Governour in chief of the provinces of JS'cw York, 
Now Jersey, anil Territories thereon depending in 
America, find Vice Admirnll of the ,«ame, &c. 

To Richard Bradley Esqr.,his Matie.s Altonicij Genernil for tlicprovincc 
of New York . 

You are hereby rec[uired and comanded to prepare Lres patent for a 
Charter to the Mayor Aldermen and Comonnlty of the City of New 
York, pursuant to the petition of the said Corporation and the report of 
his Maties Couneill thereon made and by me allow'd and approved of, a 
copy of which said petition and report is hej-ennto annexed and for so do- 
ing this shall he your SufRct warrant. Given under ray hand and Seal at 
ffort George in New Y'ork the xiiith day of August in ye fourth ynar of 
his IVlnlics reign annoq Dom 1730. 

J. MONTGO.MERIE. 
By his Excellency's Comand, 

Ffredk. iloHRif? JJ. Srrrrij. 
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